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TO THE 

Mojl tforthily Honour d' " . 

S^RICHAR1> COMMESK'' 
SIR> 

IT is certainly but reafon I 
that Imocence, fince it fo 
eafily meets with ^erfecutors^ 
fliQuld at length light on fome 
Tat tons and Affertors, vthat as 
thofe are the Agents: 5c Emif- 

6ries of Ignorance and 'Barba^ 
rifntr, making it their bufi nefs 
to mine it , fo thefe might,as 
the guardian- Jngells of re- 
ftored Chility and LetterSjCn- 
deavour to vindicate it. You 
have here tjie great eft miracles 
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^ The Epijlle dedicatory. 

of Mtinkind in their^feverall 

times impeached of a crime, the 

grcatcft can be committed a- 

gainft cither divine or humane 

!LaweS3 vix^. a Qeotic\^ or fu- 

perftitioiis 6c i)iabolical M.a- 

•gick^i violently profecuted by 

a fbrt of people whofe defign 

it is, by noife and number to 

ffifle Truth^ and confequently, 

td-^ke'iJifejAoft innocent the 

moft :\gijiliey. In £o much that 

all the lij^erty they now feeme 

to have^is that of myingfome- 

thing f or themfelveSj, which is 

hop'd may prove fo confidera- 

ble as not only to divert the 

' Sentence y but knock off the 

fetters they have, fo long 

g:oatV'd 
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The Epi file Dedicatory. 

groan'dlinder,* and gain theni 
an abfolute Liberate. 

To which endj Sir, you are 
in this Countrey the Perfon 
they make their appealc to, 
with a certain confidence^ that 
as th^ prejudice of former Jud- 
ges hath not a litle contribu- 
ted to their misfortiine, fa 
your integrity may rcliore 
them to a reputation among 
men, great as when they.were. 
the light and ornaments of the 
Ages they liv din. Thisis a 
a trouble you might eafily be 
induc'dtotake upon you, did 
you imagine to your felf no o - 
ther confequenc^s of i:, than 
that, being look'd on as aa 



The Epifile ^Dedicatory. 

cffeftof your Goodnefs, you 
will oblige all thofe who can- 
not but compaflionate the un- 
delerved AfFerings of fuch 
excellent men, 6cmaye^peft 
that acclamation and applaufe, 
which ever attends the impar- 
tial execution of Juftice. But 
When you reflect on the parti- 
cular advantages accrewing to 
your felf by this <?>^o/o£^, 
you will haply be fatisfyed, 
there is fomething extraordi- 
nary in the addrefs of it to you. 
For, what higher motives can 
Pofterity have to believe, that 
the great perfections you are 
knafter of,the general afFcftion 
you command, the publick fa- 



7 m r^fime :ueatcatory. 

vour fhifies upon y ou, (which 
when uncourted ever fpeaks a 
certain excels of merit) are not 
theeffedsof any thing more 
than natural, than to find you 
refcuing the oppreffed inno- 
cency of men, whom oneiy 
a tranfcendency of abilities 
made the objefts of envy and 
detraft ion ? W hat can more 
fatisfy the world, that, when 
you have done things, excee- 
ding common apprehenfions, 
it proceeds from your vaftj 
knowledge and acquaintance 
with thofe Sciences whofe 
luftredazles ordinary capaci- 
ties, than to find you relieving 
fiichas only popular ignorance 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

dndmiftake have made unfor- 
tunate ? And of this, what o- 
ther efFeft can there be than 
that you live in the fame 
which they, by your Patro- 
nage, are reftored unto; and 
confequently , in the efteem 
and veneration of all the Sons 
and Lovers of Learning, but 
particularly, as the meaneft of 
ihat number, that of. 



Tour mofl humkle and 
rnojl obliged Seriiant 

f. DAVies, 



The 




The AUTHORS 
motive and defigne in 
the orefent Work. 



BoHt fottr or five jf ears fince^ there came 
abroad, a little Bookjn French^ ifftituledy 
Nouucau Jugctncnr, &c^ New Rcflc- 
'6lions on what hath been faid and writ-^ 
ten as well for, as againft the Book of the curious 
Doftrine of the Great Witts of thcfe tinies. jit 
the end of this Book^ the ^uthour inserted two /»- 
^e^ives , very fhort indeed , againfi: Homer and 
Virgil ; to what end or ufon what ground it is not 
much material her^ to difpute; but in that of VirgiU 
he refrefents him as a mo/k eminent Conjurer ^ and 
one that had done abundance of ftrange and incredl' 
ble things by the affiflance of Magick. This he pre- 
fently remembred was taken verfcatim out of the 
lafi Book, publifh'd by de Lancrc againfi Witchcraft; 
whereupon refle£ling on what he had read^ a,nd calling 
to mind that not only Virgil but in a manner all great 
ferfons were in like manner charged with Magick^y 
he imagined the charge might be unjufi and ground^ 
/ejfe. This pm him upon fearch iff the truths thinks 
ing it an aA of piety to right the memory of thofe 
great men and an obligation put upon the world ^ to 
endeavour their fatis faction ^ who want either time 
or conveniences to informe themfelves ^ andfohere* 



folv*d to communicate y what he had founds in 
this APOLOGJM: whereof taks tbu^on ac- 



In the firfi pUa he apgnes certdln conditiens vr 
^H4ilific4tiofis necejf drily re^mjhe in hif9h thdt wenld 
^ndge of Amhors> effeciaUy HiHorians ani Dx- 
monographers 9 who are the chief Architects of 
thi^ Laijrinth of erroneous opinionsy nobich who ts 
6nce gotten into cannot well get out withont this Cine. 
Then he divides Magick^ tnto feverallffeciesj fo to 
confront the charge andthejinfwer^ which conjijls 
in the diftinSion of Magick^ into DiaboUcall and 
Nntirall. Thatdonct he comes to certain oeneraU 
cetnfes whence the fnfficion hath been deritrdy ^iz. 
Politicks) excraordioary Learning) Macheafiatitks> 
Suppoficicious Books> iti|)erftitious ObferYadoos^ 
Hereiy, Malice> Emulation) I^norance^ Credu<- 
licy in Readers ) and want of circumfpedion and 
Judgment in Writers. This is fnUjr Jiff atch'd in 
pve Chapters J which are as it were afrelndinm to 
XIV morcy ffene in the forticnlar vindication of 
ZoroafteS) Orpheus ^ PythagoraS) Democritus^ 
and others y not froceesb'ng fo mnch according to the 
times wherein tkey fionrfJh*d as their feveraK qnali- 
ties and employments. So that having mntbrongh 
the feverai vindications of PhilofopheiS) Pby- 
iicianS) Religious OKn, Bi(iiops, Popes, aUtobt 
done was to clofenfthe treatife with a Chapter dlf 
covering the means wherehr thefe Erronrs are main- 
tainedj and what will he the cot^eqnences of them if 
notfnfprefd. 

So mnchy as to the Anthers defigne in this work^. 

jat stiff atchU , he though 
Bm^Je who might haoly fnam 
cfnering it ^ mnch with ft 
•m tff Latine Anthers. There are indeed a many ans, 
thofe the mofk reftfd fVriters^ who cannot > withom 
a certain fcorn and indignation^ Ibok^ on the writings 



^f Jiich', Mj liks tbemi m& k9t em^l&j themfdvet [9 
trivUHy M to cdfnfcfe Love Stories md Romances 
for the intirtalnmint of womon and Chiidren. For 
thofe his anfyter isy thdt as he aaarrels not roith them 
for afmg a Stifle frofortionavle to their cafactties 
te whom ihejdireB their Latom^s; fo does he exfeSi 
thejfhoMtd be as fofvoarabls to him> for not trar-jlat-' • 
ing thofe Latrne foffages as fnch as are not faaii^i^ 
larlj calculated for the meridian of tie Pofulace , 
bm feme of a higher elevmmn , who meafnre nop 
tmthy by the credit of HiHoriansandDemotfogra" 
fhersj tnat have dlmojt befotted the mnltitnde pith 
their eMravagances^. 7 hefe indeed are a fart ^feo^ 
fit fo much obliged one to another^ that 
jhonld we imitate them in the Labomrs we intend 
far fofteritjy we mnHr do a^ the Rhodians J^d^ who 
only changdthe heads of ancients Stames to make 
them ferve for nevp reprefentations^ fnch afirange art 
hdve they of dlfgmfing and difmembring one atto^ 
thers worlds thatyfiriltly examinedythere's nothing ^ 
new bnt the Titles. For Cicaions> he thonght they 
only avoided thm who never exfeEled to be cited 
them f elves and t hat it were too great a frefnmption in 
any one to ti.in\himfelf fo well far nljkt with concetti^ 
ahs as tofatJsJiefogreat a dlverfity of Readers witnout 
borrowing any, Bnt if ever there jvere any fnchy they 
nfere certainly? lit Itch. Scnecv and Monta?nc> 
who yet have not blnjh^d to derive from others what-- 
ever they thofight contributed to the emhllifhntent of 
their difcourfes. To frove this we need only mention 
the Greeks and Latino verfes cited almost in every 
line of their workes^ andparttcularly that of Con' 
Mzxion-iConJifUng but offeven of eight Leaves^ fent 
by the former to Apollonius^ wherein there are above 
f JO. verfes out of Homer^ andnear atmaxt] am 
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ffHefiod) Pindar 9 Sophocles, W Eur ipidef. 

Ntrr is he ignorant whdt thefe regulators efwri* 
ting might off of e againfi thisy Viz. the authority of 
BipicntuSy who in ^ooy^o/umes left iehindhimy had 
not fo much as one Citation ; lutthis would make- 
againfi them , h reafon of the contrary confcquences 
of thefe two different procedures ^ for the worlds of 
Plutarch, Seneca and Montagne, are daily ready 
foldy and reprinted y whereas of thofe 0/ Epicurus, 
Laercius can hardly furnijh m with a Catalogue. 
Tetwouldhe not have thisfo underfiood as to approve 
their courfe who conceale the treafures of their own 
. abilities to beg and borrow of others y never appearing 
but as people atfalfe MuStersy andy without any ha- 
zutrd tothemfelveSy carrying other mens Arms, 
Tedious and fruitleffe difcourjes are like Forreflsof 
Cyprejfe trees , fatr and flourifhing to the eye, but 
, bearing no fruit fuitable thereto. 

Thefurefi way therefore were to k^ep the mean be^ 
tween thefe extremitieSy which is for a man to make 
a certaine ally once between his own conceptions and 
thofe of the ancienty when the fubjeSl wtU bear it. 
For as it belongs only to fuch elevated and tranfcen- 
dent Souls as have fomething above the ordinary rate 
ofmeuy to tranfmit their conceptions to us pure and 
nak^edy without any other convoy than that of Truthy 
and that it is the indicium of a lew & reptile mind to 
undertake nothing ofitfelf ; fo is it the proper chara-- 
Eler of a perfon unacquainted with vainglory and ar- 
rived to a confiderable knowledge and experience of 
things to follow the trackjwhich the mofi learnei & 
belt eShemed Authors have gone before him^ and not 
fo much endeavour to tickle the ears of his Readers ^as 
to negleS what might fatisfie their understanding. 
' ^nd this method hath our Author obferv'd in this 



'A V O^L OGIE: which yphcever /hfU examint 
TPithout frejfidi^earfaffiony muiJ- ccrtdinly eonclfide 
it no fmall jerformance-, effccUdji if he conjidcrthe 
dlfficiU^ of the inulenakpfg ^ the many t/fmhars con-^ 
fultedy He farticnUrities he hmb heen forced to epiotey 
and the nevelty of the StU^je^^ which y were there w- 
tbiftg elfe ^ were enough to oblige the more ingjenionsy 
t9eoHmenanceMndenconrMge 

■ 
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Innpyafurgentem^maforaq; vlribus auTum^ 
Nee per inacceffos metuentem Taderc faltus. 
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3^AUT>MVS. 

Viris do&h et fatitoribHS 
Cuts. 

Ntaftac virtutis opus , 
^^. juvenifq; laborem 
txcipite illuftres animse, 

doftiq; parentes 
Nominis et Genii, ne po-^ 

ftera faecula credant, 
Et vos in Magicis pariter 

peccaffe fufurris. 



I 



The 



rrii€ Contents of this 

Book. 

Chap. I. 

OF the C9nditi§ntri^mfite to jttj^t of Amhorsj 
offociMj Bifiori4i^. Fol. i . 

Chap. 1 1, 
OfMagickjMd it Sfocios^ Fol. x i. 

Chap. III. 
That manj eminont ferfofts have been aceoumed 
Magicians yfho wef^ only Politicians^ Fol. ij. 

Chap. IV. 
That the great Learning of many exceBent men 
hmh maiy times been takgnfor Magick, Fol. a 8« 

Chap. V. 
That great Mathemattcians have been fuffeHed 
for Magicians. FoU 3^ 

Chap. VI. 
That the Bookj attribnted to divers great men are 
not a fnfficient teitimony to make them guilty of 
Magicki Fol. 4i- 

Chap. VII. 
Of all the other caufes which may give anjocca- 
[ton offnfficion thereof, Fol. 51. 

Chap.VIII. 
That Zofo^dcs was neither jimhor nor Abettor 

4ffGeotickjf Tienrgick^^or Artificial M^gickj ^ J. 

Chap. IX. 
TA4r*Orphcus was no Jliagician. Fol. 8 o 

Chap. X. 
A yindieation of Pythagoras. Fol .96, 

Chap. X]. 
O/Noma Pompiliu^ Fol. 1 1 5 . 



le i^ontents. 

Chap. XI I. 
Of Demociicus > Enijpcdocles , and Apollc 
oiu8. FoUii^ 

Chap. XI II. 
Of the GtTLii'^ ^ Demons, attrlbmedto Soct 
ces,AriHocle) Plotino8> Porphyrius, Jamblici 
Chicus> Scalier, and Cardan. Fol. 1 4 

Chap* XIV. 
0/ AlchinduS) Geber, Arcephius^ Thebu, At 
feltne of Parma^ Raimundus LuUiu^^ Arnoldi 
de ViUa nova ^ Peter d' Apono > and Parace 
fus. Fol. 165 

. . , , Chap. XV. 
0/Hcnry Cornelias Agripp^i. Fol. 1 8 S 

Chap. XVI. 
. 0/Merlhi>Savanoi'ola9 & NoSrad^mus^ F.20 

Chap. XVI I. 
Of St. Thomas, Roger Bacon, Frjer Bungc 
Michael the Scoty Picus Mirandiila? and Tri 
cheoiiuf. Fol.22^ 

Chap.XVIII. 
0/Robcrc ef Lincoln, & Albertus Magnuj 

F0I.241 
Chap. XIX. 
Of the Pcfesy Sylvellcr II. and Gregory Vll 

Fol. 155 
Chap» X X* 
0/Joreph,Salomon;#MfirAf Wile men. F.273 

Chap. XXI. 
O f the Poet YitQi]. Fol.iSJ 

Chap. X X IT. 
Of the means -whereby aU thefe erroneom otinUr, 
are maintained^ and rohat may be exfeOea fron 
tkemy ifnotfuppreft'd. Fol .298 

TKl 



HISTORY 

MAgiCFc. 

« 

By way of 

APOLOGIE, 

For all thofe eminent Perfons^ vpbo have un^ 
jujt Ij been reput ^ rf Mag ic iabs . 



CHAP. I. 

Of the Conditions reefuifiteto )ud^e of Amhoursi 
effccially Hifiorlans. 

THc learned and judicious (a) Lndovlcus a tib^.ic 
yivcS'i who for his excellcnc worth, was ^f.^f^'^f^ 
thought thefittellofall theorcatWita''*^"^''"'- 
of the laft age, as another Plmarch^ to 
cultivate that of the famous Emperour Charles 
lihe Fifth,gives us'a good Dichotomy of Prudence^ 
One part regatates our enjoyments , prelerres 
iur bealch>dutc6ts our converfation,acquires char«. 
ges and employments, and is fo much taken up^ 
with the procurement of thegods pfi'W/iwand 
the Ifo^, that it hath gotten, among the Fathers j 
the title of Prridentiacamls^ and is called by La- 
•tine Anthours, Fafrlcles & aSI-ntla. The other, 
ubpuriogionely the cultivation and ornam^tKt^^ 
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I rhe If ijlory of M AG ICK. 

the nobler part ofman, the Mind^ and the enrich- 
ing of it with Sciences and Difciplines, that fo i . 
might difcover and praftiie what is moft ad^n» - 
^efius and reall therein, is paniicularly employed 
in the cenfure and judgement of Autbours. This 
is (o truly ncceflary, and of fuch importance,thar, 
being once wellordered> it fo guides us into tt * 
interiour of the perfons we deal with, thaticdi 
covers the calms or tempelh of their pafTions^tlN: 
Emfui of their feverall agitations, and the adml - 
rabie diverfity of their inclinations. The advr:) 
tage we are to make of it, is like that of a toucn 
ftone to didtnguifh truth from fal(hood ; ol* \ 
Torch, t€^ght us in the palpable darknefle ' 
Errour, or we muft look towards it, as our one. ^ 
Pole-ftar, regulating our courfe and difcoverit ; 
of Truth. For fince (he alwayes appears to ., 
masked with the pafHons of thofe, who eithe ' :. 
ef ignorance, or intereft^ endeavour to dil^u; ^ 
her. we mul(, to enter into familiarity with her, 
ancf to be ablolutely pofTefTed of her, feek her out, 
as Paldmfdes did U^lyffsSj or young ArlStim the 
Sea-god ; in thofe places where flie is hidj^^and 
be fo imponunate with her, that aftec^lKe lucked 
under the indilcretion of the ignorant, theeitvie 
ofthepalTionate, the extravagancies of thetenve- 
rations, the blindnefleof the interelTed, and aa 
infinite number of fabulous, flrange, andridicu-;^ 
Ions opinions, flie may appear atlaft xeftoredcQi 
her own former (hape ; 

b Vni. (b) Et ijiumo iUd magis ftrmas fe vmtt ifi •mmt^ 
Qfu 4* Tamiy ndte, magis comendi ttnscid viMcfdy 
DifKC tdlls crlty mm4t0 cerfareattslfm 
yidali ItKdftoitegmt cttm Ittrntttdfamtto^ 

"To 
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To dothiS) we muft (hake off all cbe infinuating 
titles* the Pan^y ricks, the maniiea graculadonsy 
' which are ordinarily beiiovved on chofe^ who are 
the moft able to dilguiie her with the greaceli Ar- 
tifices and Paltiatiom. For we(hould be more 
render of our liberty, than to be fooled qutpf fe 
bj the number of their fufFrages, as if we were 
onligedy as a packed Jury^ to approve wbatevjQc 
rhey are pleafed to tell us* and had not the: ftree^ 
dom of a diligent difquifition and cenlure^co coflh 
fider whether it bejuft and racionalL To QUT 
dircare> as to this pointy may we julily atuibut^ 
allthefablesi impercinendes> and fnperAitibnh 
chat have to this day crept into the writings an^ 
imaginations of abundance oi people, efpeciaUy 
that (impleand ridiculous opinion of a many,wh9 
have thought the moO eminent men chat ever 
were, even to the higheft Ma^Oraces of the £c- 
cle(ia(Hcall Scare, Sorcerers and Magicians, But 
as this difcare hach been extreamly prejudicial! 
to us, fo mud we endeavour to make it as advaor 
ca^ouS) and ufe it as TeU^tm^s fpear, which only 
could cure the wounds it made; or as theSun^ 
who onely difperfes thofe clouds and mifls which 
were riien in ics ablence. . 

This cask is indeed too difficult and fubcle to 
be indiflEerently accommodated to all perfons^ 
ond therefore Bxperlcwcy which is onely acquired 
by Time, the Rcftcllion men ought to make on 
what chey have conceivedji the careful! 0^yirz//ir/^ 
of the excellent fayings, and prudent aflioos of 
others 9 and above all thirus r that Indi^rence 
which {houtd alwayes carry the light before us in 
this difquifition of Truth, give a certain difpen- 
(atioa to weak, . inconftant , and obAinace nunds > 

B 2 ' '^^ 
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tsalfo to young men, fuch for the moftparr, al 
be whom ri;^// dijfcribcs, 

' EnjjfVilnt mtdoytarma ^^ tn^ltrlns Ma^ 

•from employing tfacmfclvcs in this cenfurcj 
whcreofa riper age, and a vrcll-fetiled confticu- 
tion of mmd) acquics ic felf with better rucceflc> 
dnd lefle difficulty. Nor can we but obferve, that 

fiHty PtJfevtMy and many more, who refervcd this 
templbymeac for their more ferioi^ ftudies, have 
fiovta (o foniinate in this kind, that we mull 
needs (if with ScHtca we acknowled^, that Bofta 
^ms^nictmknr^ mc commoddtur) adde fomething 
t» it by their examples, and by the affiflanceof 
thole precepts, which may be generally given for 
the regulation and refining of the judgement : 
whereof, 

• The firft is, to be very well verfed in thofe Au- 
thoiirs, who have been moft excellent in this 
lind ; ^siormUzncciSv/fcdyQuimltdHyP/Htarchy 
Charrpn^Momaigftiy Vhes ; as alfo in thoi'e admi- 
rible and great Genius's of Hiflory^ Thncjdldesy 
T^acfttif, CulcciardlpeyComweSjZtid Sletddn, Adde 
to this an accjuaintance with thofe who have been 
Authours ot politicall and rationall Dlfcowrfesy 
and a' I fuch as'are eminent for new cifcoveries 
and conceptions, fuch z^ Cardan^ and the great 
Chancellour of England, Vemldm-i in all their 
books* 

The fecond requires the knowledge of J^ogick^^ 
to be able with more readineffe and facility, to 
dcflin?ui(h between true and falfe, (imple and 

co/npoandy necefllity and contiogence; which 

docs 
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dotf (as ic were) open the way to 
^ The third and lalt^ which is a cercain firaulia- 
xiry with the moft profitable Sciences^ and the 
moft uniTerfall and generall account of the af- 
fairs of this World that may be had> wluch is to 
be gained) partly by our own induftry^ partly by 
the endeavours of thole who have gone before u^ 
fuch as may be chofe of Hiftorians. But in this 
the choice is of fuch confequence, that there can« 
not be too much circumfpec^on nfed^ ^eipecially 
in the preient age> wherein i'df«love does fo ea* 
illy triumph over the induftry of men, to force 
upon the world the fruits of their ignorance^ 

(c) Sic dira fitqutrntf 



ScTibenii itivafk fc^hies^ & turpe fmatnt t^o^gM^ , 

Jn 9iHllis fenltHs mmen fr^tfiAre tabernls. ^ S^- ' ♦ 

In fo much, that we may juftly fay of the Myftcry 
of Primings the Mint of ail thefe rampant imagi* 
nations,what Seneca faid upon fuch an occafion in 
Nature^ as this is in Art) Si beneficia fidtnra uten* 
tium fravitate ferfendimtu-i nihil non nofiro fnal0 
Mccefimus. This is no morc^than what was fore-* 
feen above an hundred and twenty years (ince, by 
the learned HermoUfu. Patriarch oiAqmltd^ and 
ttvTot^ BiQiop of Sipntum^ and to which aloneja?. 
totbcircadfe, wcare to attribute the fudden dif-^ 
femination of our modern Hereiies, with this 
complaint into the bargain^.tbat- with all the ad* 
^amag«i-we derive from the Ancient, wp iarc 
much infefioar to them in point of learpingi • I 
tberefdre think it extreamly nece(rar^m\d&\\^\v 
X mxAna^c of A&thours, ta be ctvuowi Vti ^t. 
€bQk€md{clc6ii(m ofjhofc^ihcdiVi^ttvctieai^Vii; 
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iivhereo£ may convioce us^ chac cbey have been 
fioniifhed with all the conditions required in a 
* pertedr Hiilorianr fuch as was for the Englifli, P^- 
ijfder Firgil ; for the Germans, Rketidfms ; and 
for the Frencbi PMilms ^mlh$$s^ and difcard all 
the sc^y who (as the iore*mentioned) have not 
fhe mark of cruth. fiut if we are defirous to read 
chem) lee it be on the fame conditions* as SenecM 
permitted his friend LmcUihs * Nee te frobiitterim 
(fayeshe) idiqunndB ifid agere'^ fed tunc cum voles 
ftiliUagere. For my part at (hould be my cenfure, 
chac they be all fupprefled^ or that> as anciently 
all under foarty years of age were forbidden the 
leading of the jivecdlyfSy andchclaft chapter of 
the Prophet EfdrdSy lo they, whofe judgements 
are not fettled by the reading of good books, 
ihould not be permitted to furfet on thofe abor- 
tive fruits of ignorance, whereof there is noend, 
b«t that of degenerating and baHardizing the fpi« 
rits of thofe that trouble themfel vet with themi 

NamepU emnesetidm indgnas leSliene fcheidseX'^ 
entity MtUikus q9i$jmfabiUls dccommedare eperdm 
peeSt. 

But before we dilate any funher upon the 
ctnfute and precamion wearetomakeof them> 
ic will noc be amifle, by the way, to lay open the 
tttratagance ofy Iksiownotwnat,peiionSi who 
are of a faith> thac Palrnhg and Peefie are two 
Iwom (iflers, cxerdfingan Empire over ovtBe^ 
iiefy equivalent te thac of the moft impaniall //i« 
fierles. For thoueh ic be prefumedthey may hap- 
ly take their rife m>m a true Relatioo, yet taking 
rbe liberty to difguife it, as they p1eale,wjth their 
Chimeriadl imaginations) tbq hate long fince 
^ocwrKdtke f^mc lemencc i 

KMfcflL 



the Hifiory if MAGIC K. 

Smmwui ccMcifiMty & H^mcrms^ MctrAfelhsi 

Tbac jperioii migbc very defer vedly be laogh'd at) 
ivbo flionld be perfwaded chat Tunms^ little Tj* 
ddm, and RtJUmBm^ fluog quarters of moumains 
ac their enemies ^meerly upon the reputation 6f 
Poets ; or that Jtfus CtrlSt aicended into Hea- 
ven upon an (d) £agle> becaufe be is fo reprefent* i Tl 
cd in the Metropolitane Church of Sr. Andrew^ in ^^^ 
the Qty oiBamrdeMx • and that the Apoliles play *d p^i^ 
on qfrnoals ac the funeral! of the bleffed Virgin^ 
becairfe a capricious Painter thought fittopainc 
ihem fo : which confidered, wemay wellexcufe 
the Satyricall retort of Be^ca^ to the pifhired ar- 
gument) Yihk!^J>v.DeS4in^cs thoi^ht fo pre* 
vale At at the conference of f^i^. Nor (hall I be 
coo forward to give any more credit to fo many 
other fabulous narrations^ as have crept into the 
world (if it may be permitted to obferve fome> 
even in the Ecclefiafticall HUlory)under the ban- 
ners of fuch infinuating and ipecious titles, as 
thofe ofi De infdntia Sdlvatmsy Tl:e C^ifermitj of 
Sr. Francis J The Golden Le^endy The Proto-Mvan^ 
gelimny The nine or ten Gojfelsy and a many fuch 
like, which having been act firft printed in the 
Mkratreshplcony have been fincc prudently left: 
out of the OnhadoxographUj and the LUnrarj of 
the Fathers. Thofe who would have Pltnjy aU 
kenns Magnus^ Vincent di Beauvalsy Cardan, and 
fome others not inferiour to them, accounted 
fabulous Secretaries of Nature, are in my judge- 
ment extreamly infenfi|?le of the obligation we 
lOWerbdc^Airpcrfbns, for then e^A\et«.f3^fet- 

B 4 ^m^sA« 
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varioDS. Ic vvcre much more racionall to blaft 
I. wich cbis breach the unpoiliircs d Mmmttb^kiy 
|be refvcries of jilchjmijts^ the fooleria of 
Magicians^ the riddles oiCahalljfsy the combina- 
cions ot chc MHits^ and ocher like extravagance 
ot cprcain BngroiierS) and CoUc£lours of Secrets^ 
fince chey do not contribute any thing more fOlid 
to nacurall Hiilory, than all cboie old and rotten 
.monuments ot OUnsy Saxa-Grdmntdtlatiy Turfiny 
NtHbriginfisy Merlhy Nauclemsy Phrtc$UfhuSy Sl^ 
gebmy PswIhs f^cnemsy and a multitude of others^ 
do to Policie and civ ill Society. For thefey be- 
iiovving their time rather injgleaning what was 
icattered up and downi than in weighing the au- 
thority of the Autbours from whom they bor- 
itowed their notes^ have not onely advanced an 
Iliad of chimericall and ridiculous llories^ but 
with the fame labour ^ brought upon the ftage 
fome more improbable than the other, reponing 
them as moft true & certain. Of this, one reafon 
or motive is obAinacie^in that having nnce expo- 
jed them, they could not imitate St. jingufitfte in 
his RetraUationsyQuamvls enimy{9At\i Semen {unna 
' nos cone It avtrlfit-yfer fever amnsy nevldedmfircdfiffe 
.fine cMfa. Another, haply more likely is that be- 
ing contert to follow the common crack of thoTe, 
who when they wrire, make ic their onely bu(i- 
nelTe) to prove and make good what they have 
undertaken, by what means they care not, they 
brin^ in reafons and arguments by head and 
(boulders and take hear-layes for certain trutb> 
and old wives tale.^ for demonf^rations : 

r V ttdcnt. . (c) £t fie obferv^io crefeit 

i^ ^yy.mht £x Mtnvls ijuondam male cdft^y deiffdefeatuuis 
7r^'rM /emf^ibttSyfcrif^ nefotibm amed. 



rhtjrifioryof MAGICK. ^ 

litis cettainly miiflL needs be an impertinent kind 
f f Hvtiting, and proper* to (heepv mindeS) fuch 
2is Nvillinlly quit the bark of Tn^ib) tocaftthem- 
\z\ycs one after another into the .Sea of £r- 

ro$tr. -. / . 

Bnt to aYoid all thefe abfiirdities > we are only 
lo confider the method & deligne of fuch as encex- 
i;un us with thefe fine conceptions^ and make an 
a.cent from one to another , till we come te 
(U cover the firft advancer of them> and haply tiie 
onl^ man from whom all the reft derivedfthem. 
1' or instance; Itisoutofallcontroveriie) that all 
OPT old Rom4M€es took their rife from the Chronl'- 
dcs ol Bifliop Tfirpin ; all the Stories of Pope 
loMH , from one M^Urnts Scotns ; the Salvation 
o\ Trajoftj from one Jshff Levh ; the opinion of 
yirgilFs being a Magician> from Helimmdm the 
Monk^ This man once found out, we muft di- 
-igently con(ider his quality, the party he inclined 
roi and the time whcrem he firft writ; and thence 
': ethink our felves, whether we ought not to give 
1^ reater credit to thofe who have had the manr 
jiagment of Affairs thante Monks and private 
tnen; toperfons of^ honour and worthy than to 
the dreggs of ignorance and the populace. 

In the Second place> we are to look on Hiflo- 
■lans, (thofe only who are perfeftly Heroick 
'"xccpted ) as a fort of people feldome or ne- 
ver reprefenting things truly and naturally, but 
shadowing and masking them according as they 
.Yould have them appear, and fuch as co gain 
r.heir judgment a reputation, and to infnare others 
therein ^ fpare not either abilities or eloquence , 
Stretching, Amplifying, byafling and dif^ui- 
(log jJi cbii^^ zs cbey (hiaV luoft^toigti to xx^ft^^ 
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defign. Hence ic U thac we lind Heathens and 
Idolaters have fpoken many things againlt the 
iirft Chriftians, out of the averfion* they had 
to the Religion • that the adherents of (brae Enb 
perours broached many indignities againlt the 
Popes I chat the EngUfti reprefented the Mayd 
of OrltMHi as a witch and Sorcerefle ^ and that 
modem Heretiqnes have vented fo many fables 
^unli the dignity of the Church > and the main 
Pillars of ir* 

In the Third ploce^ we are to make that jadg- 
ment of Books which Patennlm made of Learned 
men , experience teaching us, that in a manner » 
all Htliories within feven or eight hundred years 
palt are lb hydropically iwoln with lying legends , 
chat a man would think the Authors ot them had 
made it their main llrife« who Ihould advance the 
greateft number, From thefe feverall coiujitions 
requifite tothecenfure of Hi(ioriabs,itmay be in- 
ferred that tbeywill li^nifie little a« to the diredlion 
of thofe dull & earthly fouls,which are reprefentod 
CO us in the ^Egyptian Hlir^gljffhlckjhyihc, Om^ 
eifhdttti^ t Qeature shat ilirres not from the 
iameplace, chat is to fay, fuch as are not acquain- 
ted with any thing beyond the limits of their own 
Country, who read no HiHories, who trouble 
not themrelves9 with any thing done ellewhere^ 
tnd who are unleccerr'd and ignorant to that de« 
gree i that whien they hear lome great perfon 
iiam*d > they think the difconrfe is about fome 
African monfler or fomethin^ of the new world. 
For thefe having nothing either to comradift or 
oppofe, nuke no diflRculty to admit or rejedk 
what fuitsorfmcsnoc with their humour 9 quite 
fomrujw ditp piooedttc of a ^cudknc uaaoi. (r) 
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Mim ; indol:' the old men rqprcienced co os by 
AriUmk^^ fKi rmrHm vitik Imgo nfm JgteSu cr c^m 
Ttkif mbil trnftUkmir dfcversmy and of whom 
he 6fes in the lame place, chat their long pia^ 
dice and experience makes cbem commonly io* 
crcdaloiis> and CaffcSdn^ all chin^ : A qaalifica^ 
cion> wUich indeed maftalwayes be fuppofedia 
ciiore who expeft to make any advantage of their 
Readings i 



CHAP. II. 

Of Mdgickjod its Sficksi 

^T*^ fionous (4) CmlsMM hach in his Emblemes^ s ju^ 
JL cuen occafion to leptefent the three ca^fes bjM. 
ot ignorance bytheimageof5pikVur;plea(ure) by 
her face; inconftancy, by her feathers ; and pride* 
by her feet. Methinks ic is not hard to add lome* 
tbin^ to this reprdentation 9 by obfening the 
rj^fr of ignorance by the anelty tif the fame 
Monfter. For as chat cook a cenain pleafure in 
cafiing down from the top of the Rock (he fate 
on> all chofe who either could not or would not 
rcfolve her Riddles* fo Ignorance hath ever made 
it her bufineife to precipitate thofe ont of all cre- 
dit and repiiutioo, who, better employed > 
would not mind thofe fooleries and leg^rd^ 
maunes. Nor indeed can we but perceive, that 9 
before Humanity and Learning became common 
and generally atuiiuble by the hap|»neffe of this 
laft^e> all thofe who endeavoured their i^i^« 

jg^tioaudgdjaQccoacQt) woe QinfasaooSi^xceE&i^ 
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cd GrM$mmd9ts zndlhrtticks • cbofe whoAftdc 
flrifter faatinyes into the kjoowledge of nacurall 
Oiiies incurr'd the cenfure •f Saptickl and 
Atheifis ; he who was . more then Ordinanly 
•veri*d in the Hebrew coi^e» went for a Jew or 
tn Af$ft0Xt ; and thole wtio fiudied the Mtuh^ . 
mdticks y and more hidden Sciences i were fui*' 
pedtedtobeO^jitfrrr/and/MW^rViVixr/; A Caiam* 
ny that had no other ground then either popalar 
Ignorance^ or the envy which the multitude bears 
CO the vertue ot eminent perfons, becaufe of the 
Uttle correl'pondence there is between theincli- 
1^ ll}i/(,sf, nations oftbeone and. the other, as (^) Senea 
ingenuouQy acknowledges in this paflfage ; Nun^ 
gt$am voluKjiipftlo f/acerf : mim^M fgo SciOy n0n 
frobof f of Him -) & ^im frobnf fopulsu ; ega ne^ 
jfcio. -. 

«' : But iince the former bavei through tbdtwco' 

Teriesoftime, and the endeavours ot tbofe who 
have undertaken thdr juft caute^ outlived and 
trampled on the ceniures of envy and Ignorance ; 
I cannot fufficiently wonder^ that amidft I'uch a 
multitude of writers , there is not anyone hath 
taken pen in hand to relcue the honour of all 
tho:e begemonick and predominant foules , and 
Mnicularly the greaceii Lights of Religion, even 
Popes and Prelates ^ from a vanity the moft ri- 
diculous and oppoliteto their ihte that can be 
imagined, which is < that of their having been 
Magicians^ Sorcerers J znd Conjurers, This taske 
I (hall without much difficulty undertake 9 yec 
hope CO unskale the eyes of vulgar Ignorance y 
fcmpulons fimplicity and zeal , and Heretiall 
snalice: all which comlnne together to keep up 
tbe&fyblcswad erroneous o^iiaon&) u^tSnt.'^t^- 



jii£ceaCacaa^fed'iflnoceiice> Truth, as to mtttcr 

c: faft) and the tibnour and inte^cy ot Religion> 

which cercainly never could fo tar niiicarcy in the 

choice of ber principall MinifterS) as that they 

i\iould make an unhaturall conjun6lion between 

the Prince of light and that oiDarknefie) God 

\:id the Pevil^ Ghrdft and Lacifer? Heaven and 

hldU and'the Sacrifices of the Creatour and thofe 

rf the tnoft vile andlibominable creatnre in the 

7orld. It is certainly notonely to 6e admired^ 

but deplpred> that this opinion, kept above wa« 

?:r by fome vain and triviall con jeftures^ {hpuld 

..ave taken fuch rooting chat it now concerns us 

coin^ntain the piety ot thofe great Souls> whofe 

lives and af^ions (hould rather be an example by 

winch to regulate ourS) than afford us occafions 

of Apologies and Vindication. 

We {hall then lay our foundation with the di«i 
'■ ibftion of Magick into IdvffnBy and wtlawfutt ot 
^y^ibitcdi whereof if every one werebut inten* 
1 ive to obferve the feverall rpecies andefFe£ts,me 
thinks it were not 'very diflhcidt to.comprehcnd 
Liiati. Let us then confider Man^ as a i)erfeft -^' 
Olid accotnplifned creature, made after the itnaoe ' ' ' - 
: -bis Greatour, the nobleft production of m 
:\aturei fuch as flie thought fit<eft to (hed her fa- 
*oB«ori, andtofomifli. with hergreateft exceU 
' cndeS) that fo he nhight be Lord Paramount over 
u I the reft, andexcrcifc dominion over them, it 
being the inherent right of his exceUencie) 

(c) Et^MddJomlMrliHcdtersfdfc^ c OvUi 
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tptdeni% and regulating his extraoirdinac^ !%« 
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.4Mif| cicherby cbeparucular grace of Almighty 
God> or by the aflilUflk^pf an Angel, or by that 
of a Dxaion | or laftly> by bis own induiUy and 
ability. From thele tour aidferentwayes, weii^ 
&r four kinds of Magtck : DIvIm^ relating co cfae 
fitft • Thetirgkk^ to the fecond ; GtHickj^ co the 
third ) and NiUHnUly to the lafl:* 

The (irft is that (acred and divine Magtck^ 
which being abfolutely hap|)yand accomplifliedi 
exceeds our forces, and wholly depends on tbac 
Spirit, fm f tfi tmltfpirMtj and which difcoven it 
fdf in its noble and iiipematurall operations,fucfa 
as Propbecie, Miracles^ the ffk of Tongues, by 
means wheoeof it forces its knowledge uppn 
mankindi affords ifr matter both of inliru^iioo 
and entertainment, focochattize and mind men 
of their dutiesi andtoraife a veneration for the 
^tiniflers of its Omimandments. Magicians of 
ibis kind were Mofitf J$jhuh the Profhgts^ the 
jifofilesy <ir9gtirj ThMmMtmgM^ and Stmim Sti» 
Jitesj cbofegreac Wonder-workers, and a mulri* 
•rude of others, who baveexerdfed this Mofttcall 
tSh.io, JMagick, Thb Plmjiy not nnderftanding it, con* 
f^^i demns; as alfo another^which he cals by the name 
of the CyprUn Magick, that if, that of St. PmIj 
whobdnein Cyfrns^ did, in the prefenceof the 
Pro-Conlul Sergms , nuke Elymiu the Sorceier 
lolshisfigbc. But chis kind never difcovered ic 
felfwith fomucbluftre and miracle, asinthofe 
cWo tranfcendent a^ons , the alliance of Cod 
with man, made at (everall times, h^Mofes:^ and 
Jefm Christy who confirofcd ic onely by the ver« 
cue of this Magick. For the former, he was (b 
fortunate in it, that having abjured what he had 

karnediotbefcboolofwes^bebyche praftico 

oc 



ef thiS) deUveied the people of //nrr/ puc of £- 
gypcian bo]xbg6> and made bim<elf a General 1 of 
600000 men, whom be and his Succeflburs go« 
irerned according co the Laws be had received 
from God with thunder and lightening , The lac« 
tcr^Jc/Ms Christy wrought wonders with fo much 
eafey that both Jews and Gentiles, not able to 
cofflprehetxi whence that power was derived» 
which yet was no other than that oi hU Divinity, 
ima^ned all done by a wicked and Diabolicall 
Magick. Thence it came they were fo impudent 
(as qJ) S. Hiircme, and S. uittgufilne obferve) that ^ '* '*«^ 
they publifhed certain books under the title of, ^^^ 
M^giM Jf/i» Chrifil di Pitrum & Psmbm Affi%* 
Us. But the faid Doctors prove them clearly Ipu- 
rious, in that having feen and read them, they 
found them fraught with fiories quite difconfo* 
oanc to the actions of Jefm Cbrifty who left no** 
chii^ behind him in writing, nor called PmU to 
the Apoftleihip till after bis Afceniion : befidesf 
chat> lie could not by his Magick have niade the 
Propiiets fay what they had foretold both of his 
Deity andComin^ 

Ibc fecond is va^Theargickj^ or Hitke Mdglcliy 
which upon the account of Religion, enj^yns 
fading and abftinences, piety, purity candour, and 
integnty of life, that toe Soul deurous of com* 
metcewith the fuperiour Deities, may not be in 
anything Averted oy its polluted and finfuU bo^ 
«}y. Hence it is that the A^oftle fayes, C$rm$^ 
gM§ic0rMmpttur, agffrsva^ smmamj and futtrk 
not a man to make ule of that ftriAndfe of I^ 
qiofition, which'is abfolutely necedary in this o«: 
'peration ; which) me thinks, SedJigtr too procfir 
^ly commends i^fo^e what he fayes in his third;' 
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book again^ CuriUn , be meant of this ki/ide ; 
I MxmiU (e) TerttA divlnd eft ; nomeft sfui vnlgus oihfum 
|»7«Mf*St j^qI^ coB$tvlet imfofiorum-y f roper Smcrdis prodhio - 
^tem acferfidism infefffa dlu^ hoc Dqmin$$m Jefm/i 
fmjfe fr^mjJfHm Regem'^ cognovenmt till qui adcnm 
Monmdmn hngtnqnis e regionlbus prcfebl ftterant^ 
For my part^ I (bould rather explane this of Na- 
turall Magick, againft the opinion of Lojer and 
€edelmaHyy^ho ground theirs perhaps only on bis, 
calling it JDivine. Yet for his lb doing there is 
fome reafon, fince that thofe who praAife it^ ac* 
knowledge thereby that lupream and onely Diri- 
nity, and nuy as well by the knowledge it gives 
OS of the creatures^ aCcendtdthatoftheCreatour 
(according to the diredion of Mofes , Fucieti^ 
meam nonvideHs^faJhriar^i nmem mea vldebis) i^ 
by the affurance it ^ves ns of the miracles of Tb 
new Teftament> to that of the Redeemer. O hci 
wife we muft fuppefe Scaliger extreamly n ' 
ken, in making fuch Panegyricks on this 77&fi«ry . t 
when it is> not unjuftly, condemned by DcM* 
PtrertHSy and all the reft^ who deferve more credir 
than this mp^ern Writer^who leaving not a Itonc 
nnmoved to gain the reputation of a Magid^n, 
dMHigh inefficmiaUy, thought fit, nor long (incc.; 
cb put forth aRhetorick, coniiftingof five] ui?9 
irtw and never nfed before^ which he wnild 
make confonanc tb the Anciept^ that is, tb«' A-c 
of TrlthemiHfXo InventtonyTheurgie to J>\ffoj-t ion^ 
Aichtto( jirmsdel to EhcMtioky the hxtfiiuria 
to Pr§ftme$tuiany and that of LhUms to Memt^ry^ - 
fM this, I doubt not, iince hii rcnpttation eccre i- 
fei:daily> he will have hisreward, that is, witln:) 
fifty years he (hall have as fine lloriet made ot 
Uob tf there ttc now of Dr. F^fim^ De M^^;, />> 
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Mtrlhh Ncftnuidmus^ and others who are mar- 
ked wUh red letters in the Magicians Calendar. 
To which Catalogue we muft alio adde Hemer^ 
Socrates^ Anfin^U^ ProclHS-^ Jamillchtu^srfhjfrlHSy 
Mvcimusj and all the greac Wicsof che(e |atter 
jtge^, ificbe erne, as they would fain perlwac^e 
US) that they were acquainted with their Genii) 
and could difpoTe of their good Angels^ meerly 
by the Criticall obfervation of all thole ceremo^ 
flies and Tbeurgick preparations, fo much cele- 
brated by the Poet Pallngenlufy that a man would 
think all the morall precepts, whereof bis Z^ 
diok of humane life is fo full^ aim only at the pra- 
ctice of all thofe knacks and Image- Arts of Ar- 
madely Paullny and the Planetary^ Et kn]nfmodi jn- Arfif. dc 
fcrfiittotmm genera-, qna eofuHt^ermclofora, ^ho no- vanit.tAi 
his apfonm divinUra • fince elpecially they bring 
usthorow the back door to the knowledge Sc pra- 
(H:ice of Conjurations and Diabolicall Magick> 
q$M cumjk occultay non minas quam tetra & horrl- Jif^i ij^ 
iilityplerun^ KoStihusvigUatay & tenekris ahfirn^ Agolo^* 
foy & arbitris foUtarla^ CT carmlnibus mumwatay 
we ought conlequentlytobevery diltruflfull of, 
£S the principall inftrumcnt the Devil hath ever 
made ufe of, to pretend to the honour belongs 
not to him, and to be fo idolized by men, as that 
he m^ht divert chem from the worfhip they owe 
their Creatour* To compafle this with the more 
cafe, we (ec it hath been his conllanc employ^ 
ment, to bring into practice all the artiiicies and 
fubcleties imaginable, putting on all (ha pes, and 
r^akiag his advantage of all creatures,to make this 
Idolatry the more univer(al,& confequently more 
abominable to him, who, for the love he bears f 

te) call'd himfelf fometimc a jcalom Gt^. V4^4^^.'«*^^ 

G \\v\^ 
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Have it from feme Hii)orians> that he fpoke to 

AfolUnms under thelhape of an Elm, to Pjth^go^ 

ruA under that ot a Rivery to S\m§n Magus under 

chat of a Dog7 to fome others under that of an 

Oik. He entertain'd the Heathen in their fuper*- 

4litions9 by (leaps of Scones and Statues^ if hence 

proceeded Oracles^ and (as they fay) prcBdcs yet 

among thofe wretched AlTemblies which frequent 

h^s Saaifices, under the reprefencacion of a Hee*- 

^oac, the ug'tell may be feen- for which yet there 

muft be no more rdpeA had, than chat AfriUbro 

made of Virgin Parcfiment^at the openinp where- 

Tot (they fay; he is oblijgfd to anfwcr ; or tnat Shirt 

of Necejfitjy the Laoktng^Ujfe of Darkneffe^ and 

ltu:h inltrtttnencs of perdition, as cheie poor, fu- 

periUtious, and melancholly wretches take abun- 

Scdii. dance of piins to makei C9im cantwMculu^ cddavt' 

Exerli^j. rllfMSy ftmlkus fnffendiofeimm ; qtufiquis Mttreiidft 

^^*' 3» audedUjetiam mertatur. 

The fenrence we have pafs'd againft the fe- 
• cond, may in likemanneri wich no Icfle earned- 
nefTe and triuh> be direfied to all thofe who buiie 
themlelves in a fort of endleffe Divinations, the 
(pawn of the thirdkindofMagick, which there 
is no nece/Hcy of fpeciiying more particularly, it 
being the cnftom of all that write on chat SubjeAi 
to di! po'e i c into Alphabets and Cdtdlognts. fiat 
CO deal icgenuoudy, it were much more diioe- 
tion to give them a perpetuall 2& ofOblivionoioc 
only becaute we may fay^ and jufHy^ that oi tbcm 
which Tertnlliau does upon another occasion, Tir 
fcrmcics tjitot Jpecies^ tot d§iorts tjnat coloresy t&t vt" 
nena ijHot generdy but alfo becaule they feem to lie 
of the nature of a flame, which (as Ot/iW defcribes 
ir ) heightens and increafes the more it s 
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l(^wdtf{iefef6re tAncbmore toour purpofe^ aiuf 
iEficackailtag^of Religtonr to bdfew fomc time 
ki rtlfucii^ whac Pienty in his Apt>1ogte> Crimtmr^ 
tiid the retl affirm, that this wicked ^d tinlawfnU 
Msglcic Wa^ fo predominant all oyti i%ypt, chat 
pebplc rclbrtcd thither from all pares ofthcworld, 
w rr it ha:dbeen fome Academy or Lycaram^par- 
|k)fcly fct up for the propagation of this Idolatry, 
ffencc it proceeds that I^m^Jrand Infidels de- 
rive tfiuch from this opinion > when they would 
prove that Mofisy\^h6 according to the ivlfe-m^y 
joftfhns and PhiUy had been inftrufied in all the 
Vrifdomof the ^Egyptians, was fo well verl'din 
thh Ma^ck) that he madieufe of it in the workinj 
of miracles. To this fome adde, ihztJefusChriit 
praftiPd it, as we find in [i] Mdf films Ficimsyznd i ve Kcii 
Wore particularly m [k]-^r*^/W, who affirms, Ci[>ri/2.f. 3' 
that it was the common objcftion of thofc blind ^ ^^y* 
wretches, to fay, MagnsfuiPy cUndefilnls Mrtibus ^^^^•'•'" 
^mmaferfecit 1 ^gnti<ir$$mexfeJ^s Angclorum 
pofffftinm nffTfind) ^ remofof ffir^tms eit dtfcipli- 
'M^. This the Authour of the FcrtaHtittm fidel 
might havefpat'dhis ordmar]^ gloflfes upon, had 
he but confideted thefc objeftions, as ridiculor^ 
Z9 thole of a many others, who woiild have jdh/t- 
ii^ and Jiifd# paffc for great Aftrologers, Jofs\ h 
for a Southfayer, and SsUomM^or a Necromancer, 
jj^ufllded only on certain paffagesof the Bib!e, 
w*Slany of o'lr Doftors hare interpreted much 
iftWriibperlHriouflythan ever did the Rabbins. 
JBttIt balrtwar dbnronftra^, that tVv\sVivT\& ^ 
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Magick which was pra^ilM fo aniverfally over all 
Egjfpt was no other than the 'HjtnraH , di'guU'd 
haply with fome vain and impertinent Ceremo* 
nies, asmaybeea(ily judg'd, inth^i Z^rodfiis ^ 
Zdmalxisy jibbaru ^ Oromstfis^ChwrondM and 
Damigeron^ who were moft eminent therein j z% 
all Aucbours generally affirm » are commended 
fAteibMhyP/at9^ efpecially thetwofirft, as perfons very 
^^^'1 intelligent and excellent for the knowledge of 
Mature rather then any command they had over 
thofe Genii y Spirits ^ and Robin-good-fellowes, 
This may be lurther proved by the examples of 
Pldt0 himfelf, of Tythagcrds , Emfcd^cles^ and 
J)emocrltHs^ who have ever been reputed Philo- 
fophers and not Magicians, though oy their tra* 
vels intoEij^pt they had attained thofe Di(ciplines« 
For indeed it were a flrange thing, as the Learned 
t f:0f,ctrtmO^op MlramUi/anuj obierves, that^ this Ma* 
»^./p/. gick having been fo much in vogue, neither 
'^» yirJilor/e , noranyPhilofophcr othis rare, took 
any paincs to leave us the leaf} account of itjefpe- 
tially the former, who having obferv'd what- 
ever was conformable to reafon in his Books , 
could not have forgOt himfelf fo far , as to pafle 
over the effects of this admirable do&rin, in that 
little Book wherein he hath , with fo much prn* 
ilcncc, layd up together whatever he had dif- 
covcr'd that were fecrer, and furpafTing the Or- 
dinary coiurle of Nature, 

It is therefore no hard conje£hire , to think 
tliat thefe tranfcendent Sciences,this rare doArini 
thefe admirable diiciplines amounted to no 
more than the practice of our fourth and lafl kind 
of Maglck^^ called Naturai. To difcover and 
iwm^slc (vhich, we are to remember that man be* 
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ingaCoiiverraciyecreacure> capable ofdifcipline^ 
and furnifhcd with all inHrumchts requilice for 
xatiocinacion and his inilruftioniricbe truth of 
all tilings, he is able to put them in prance , 
either- tor* the attaining of an ordinary Tiilgar 
Jmovvlec^e proportionable to that ofothers > ht« 
de or not exceeding thatot hisEqualls, fuch as 
have nothing extraordinary or miraculous init^ 
becauie (k) haqua/itds tdntum est tibu qudemmenp 
iMidbillapmt*^ noKcit ddmlratieni nna Mrbor^ 9^f^ /!* ^* 
Ineandem althudinem teta Jjflva fiirrexlt. Or 
haply to raife himfelf to the hi^hell and inofi 
tranicendent Ipeculations, toavo^d the common 
road> and take a Noble flighc into thofe azure 
vaults of thepureli part of ourfouU to foareup 
into that terreniall paradife of the Contem* 
plation of Caules , that fo he may at length arrire 
at tt^t fupreme degree of felicity ; which oneW 
opens a man the way into thofe places fo mucn 
celebrated hy Lucretius ^ iib.%. 

Edit4 doikrlna Sapicntum temflaferena. 

This is indeed the true effeft of this kind oiMa-- 
gickji which the Per pans called, anciently, 
Mfllom^ the Greeks Pmlofophj , the Jews C^J- 
Ma ; the* Pjthagereans , Science of the formaS 
trnmbers ; and the Platemckj , the Soveraignc 
Remedy y which feats the foul in perfed Tranquil* 
lity, and preferves the body iti a good Conftitu- 
tion by the facility it bath ot being able to recon- 
cile the paffive eflfeAs to the adlive vertues , and 
to .make thefe elementary things here below , 
comply with the ftflions of the Stars and celefli^ 
all Bodies, or rather the Intelligences which' 
gmdetbemby macerialls, pto^tt ^ivd c^xoHtxa^ 

C 3 ^^^ • 
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eoc for chat purpofe. We. may therefore con« 
elude wich the Learned ycrulamy that this fourth 

TtMitaarj u being nocbing elfe then a practical 
Phyficky as Pbyfick is a comempladve MagUk.; 
. ^confequencly fmce what is fubaUernace to the 
ope is the fame 10 tbe^tber^ ic will not be hard 
(o difencaBgle it out of an infinite web oi Super- 
flitions,^ coinfine it to that which it only hath Am 
do with> and aj^oinc it its due bounds and Uf 

Tbefe arc no other than what are ailign'd to 
Phyuck by Wiitdcllttm^ C$mhnefiiif^^ ^nd ttve fubclf 
^^4fe/^ and confirmed by (p) Avlctnus , who 
k Dtvt/: oating the pans ofNoH^aU Philol ophy a tribotcs 
^*' to it, firft Midiciw, then (^hj/mifhf} AShBM^* 
^y-i ^^P^gnomj and Omit of copy , to which may 
be added Chlr^mdnn , Metofofcofj , Elhfcopie , 
^dCiomdMcy^ that is, the three iormer to Fhp' 
JjoiMomj y and the laO ^ as Mtcttm M^gnm 9 
f^Mcxij Dt.FUpd^ F^fAMiitiifi^ and J^grlff^y 
«|fould have it 9 cq] jdHr^^iic^ All .^hde 
pans 9 in reutrd tbev have fome foundation ia 
naturall canfes^ maybe> as thcTe Authors afiSrinf 
£recly pradifed apd that without the ffilpicion of 
any other il/;^iV4.thjen the J^^flr^fvch as is 
f llow*d and approved by g.ll 9 yet provided al- 
yvayeS) that rhe profeflbrs confioe, tbemfeWes, the 
moA iiiiStly cbu may beg W^in the limits pf 
their CauicSi wi^hopt vvandripgintoai^illi^nof 
sidi$i^ousobferiatioDs, fnA 41 M cof) (pf^ c^fir 



I y creep into their mindes > who make it theif 
ea;iployitiexit« 
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CHAP. III. 

That manj Eminent Perfons have hecn acconntcd 
Magicmnsy Tsho wire onlj Politicians^ 

WEre it lawfall to adde any thing to thac 
excellent conHderation upon which the 
French (4) Stf;»fr^ bi^lt the firft Chapter" . 
of his Ejfayts y namel; that It y fofible kjjevetat^^^^^ 
wajes^nd, tbofe abf^lmely differentia attain the fame 
end ; I know not any example contibutes more 
to the demonftration of this truth then that of the 
punifhment of lying and fabulous Authors,whole 
malice may be fuppreff'd by a meanes quite con- 
trary to what was anciently praftil^'d by the Lj/cl- ^^^^^ .^ 
ofts agaiaft fale witnefTes and informers. Potfag./e , 
whereas the tul^ome among them was to treat ^ituk^ 
fuchas flaves and toproftitute them in publick 
places, we are on tne conctary to eftablifli a. 
Law, thac all Hillories (hould be like thofe con- 
trails which the C-ivUians call StrlSl jnris , and 
that the difcovery of the fird impofture (hould 
fairly entitle the whole body of the Book to the 
fire, or at leaft hinder the fale wd publi(hing of it. 
Had this been as carefully lookt alter heretofore 
as it is ncceffary to be put in pf a^ice now? we 
(hould) I muA coafefle, hav^ fewer precepts 
but more profitable , fewer Books but more 
fraurfit with Lcaruing, leffe Hiflory but more 
^r^tn, aqd confequencly we Ilioald havefome- 
thlipig elfe to do than to ttoiible ourfelves fo; 

C'4 K^c^sy^^^ 
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thofe excellent perfons > 

JlniStrd coHtagione foUmos. 
mulcicude of wiicers reprc 
I r ' Icnc.chem as iuch> that the Civilian Heraldw ^ 

J confiderirg with bimfelf that in thefe daies they 

are only pitcitull wrecches chat are drawn into 
thefe pernicious and unUwfuU praAiles > took 
occafion to fay chat this trade was now abfolutely 
fallen into the hands of cheats and the I»norant^ 
S.ter.jih ^^^ ^^^ amtliHs Phi/ofofhorum^ fed rnfitcorum m 
tdaitdrum. 

Having therefore ftiewn in the firft Chapter of 
this A pel ogie that the Propagation of all thefe 
wlgar erroiirs happened oy the want of Judg- 
ment in thofe that read Authors, we are now to 
proceed further in our defigne j andfindc out the 
^enerall caufes of allthele falfe reports > which 
being of the fame alloy with the molt extrava- 
gant imaginations of the Poets > crept into repu- 
tation under the appearance of fome adventure or 
occafion* Thus Livtus feems to fliew us a little 
light in the Difcovery of the firflcaufe for which 
many excellent perfons have been charged with 
^^£^ckj> though not any of them had ever the 
Ica{i acQuaintance wich it , where he tells us i 
'UbrAm lhat> aatur h^cvenia Amlqultatly ut mlfcendo 
-'^' * humdna divlnis frlmordiaurbium dugHfiiora faci^ 

dt. whence we may cafily conjedture, that the 
niore fubt 'e an^ praftif'd lawgivers knowing that 
the icadieil way to gain Authority, amongst the 
y people and to continue it, was to pcrfwadc 
- ' m^ them that they were only the Inftroments of fome 
fupreme dicty ^ whowasplcafedto favour them 



wi^h it<; atTiflance and proteflion) have not u 
rc/Tcfully fathered all upon feigned Dieties^ 
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cefl(kdCokifercnces> imaginary Apparitions^ ind 
in a word^ chis^if^iVi^of the Ancients » the 
better to palliate their ambition 7 and to lay a 
fnrer foundation of future Empire. Hence 
cameit, chat fometime Trifme£i!tMs ^fRmicd the 
deriTuion of his Laws from Mtr^mj^ Zamalxts 
ftom'Feihi'^ ChMr0mUs from SMtm j Miff^s 
Tom Jupitery Ljcwrgm from Afclh , Ihnco and 
i'olmitocviMinervay Numa Pomfitini from the 
Nyritph c/£;i^m4 , mdAfdhamet from the Angel 
Gabrtely who often whifpered him in the eare 
ondcr the Shape of aPidgeon, being as well in- 
(huAed to further his defign , as Pythdgonu^s 
Bagle and SenariHs's Hind were for theirs. Nay 
:he Cheat hath proved no lefTe fortunate to fome 
rolttiiciAns i who u(ing all the indnftryand arti- 
fees poflible to gain the reputation of the indul- 
gence of fome Divinity 9 by the means of this 
Tbcur^ie and feigned apparitions , have broujghc 
:opa(fc, fome adventures difficult beyoi^ im- 
:4pnatioD^ Such werethofe of the Hermit ^r/^^r^ Votwmi ^ 

: p^lis , who* having afted that part excellently Jj^* >*• 
well forfeven or eight years inadefert^ atlaft * - 
drew the Curtains, poflclf d himfelf of rfeverall 
Ciaies, defeated a Bafliaw, and Mdhamem^ 

on, and had done much more mifchief, had 
'. :e not incenl'd the Sophy by the meanes of one 
^ertain C lender y who under pretences of devo- 
:jion (hook all NatoUa , and found the Turk work 
:nough , till at lad he loft his life in a pitch*d 
.' eld. To be (hort , fuch another was Elhahel "* 
u /] African who took the lame courfe to wreft the 
• ceptcr out of his Matter's hands the King of 

'^foTifctoito whom we might adtfe a many others,' 
v'hofe extraordinary ftmnne gave C^rdM qcq>^ 
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Pi SMfiext. fiott to advile fuch Princes and Soveraigo9s> who 
xit» s. by reafon tf the meaone&Qf their C](cra^ion , 
wMt of frieocis or a milicar; force « have hoc 
aedic enoi^ to goveriie their Countries i to 
apply tbemlclvesi to this facred Theurgie. . . Bf 
flick meaaes did J4mis Btifitlarim make 4 CtAtt 
to rale ibr feme time at ?4Vi4l; JobM 4^ Viff. 
ccftccj at S^a^gm s and S^4iioroU at FUnnct 
of irbich latter we have tb^ remark of the Polite 
^^x.0^^1caltaoisihis(fircoufreupon[i'it^jrt Tbcfepfit «f 

23 J * * Flan9K0 dnn^foplsy y^t Mwhertiicxom S^TancK 

rola fpfipsUfd them fhtt ^ k^ ceftfireMc^s with 

Qoi^ But before all tbe^ had Vef^^fum done 

as much by hif miracles ^ and Ntim^ the recon4 

rmA.U founder of Aij^, ^m Jf^mMnes eferofiffmis /i- 

^Uctf. ferfiitUrnkm ^f9Hrsvt$ -I ttf rafsces et ddbuc fir^^ 

?S: h^mUme w$tifthudim tot t^fmlmtim dem€reMi$rum M* 

t0mi0S ejffileni^y sd bmwuimuitim tcmfers* 

And indeed this kind of circumvencioais of 
fuch confequencf , that thofe who thought xiot 
fie to Qi9kc ufe of it this vyay, as conceiviqg ic tao\ 
low> and not able to bring about the'u: ambicioiia 
endS) have afceilded a flep h^her, affirming 
chcmielvcs to betheSoosofchelcrupreme Det-^ 
ties (r«f her Dew ills) ; under pretence of vyboTe 
tavonr all other Law-givers ^ and PoUticiaos 

were gl^d to keep up theic credit and Author 
lity. 

^^ ' ■ ■ y$Imi PMnf4ffi4 Umtw 

f0lty4sf¥t if^mi milirifff ftettgU wi^r4. * 

When thei«fere we find Hmii^i calling bipi^ 
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VticM^Alf^c^nder oi Arnm^rn^ am} fo- ef othen « 
we muft caocf^Ycchey 4'ui '^x P^^x cq bring cfao 
people nqdec ohediiwcft iP^^Pg^ntliacfe^cft 
W»>ogmeB wfaidi cbty bQr? (hfir (iippola^ Fa.^ 
thers. Or haply dbpir Mocherf b^ipg more cbca 
orciiaanl^f crafty 4p^ polUi^t kf(it^4^9^fm mmw ' 

c$If4m-i a cncif prob^lblif ?|4y'^ by chofc of 
/V4rft SififlUmiHSj l^th^ V^^ \\\t Prophet Mn^ Aian^iU 
I'm , wM'f ^^m4m0 mirf^ »fc^ ^akc iw rife from ^i^^'^* 
the pteuy jlory of )m bilfh > (htc fp qocbiag * ^ 
mighF be pmiccod chat (jiKiQlfi rmider hif 
a4ve9tiue$ fppr; fpll of pro^isy apd tflopiOiv 
inenr. 

To ibis jie^d m^y ^Ifp bis rediic'd the viaUy ol 
tbofe private perrons , wbQ ^^ Ic^ dc&fous , 
to hayeforqeiqftuepctf over their f^pUQW-dtizem 
and t^prdipgry lire fif m«Rf lhai PfiAces and 
^i^r^hsh?ve<^vpri:hdf fimj^ makcitcheif 
bsfipe^ to perfwiid* ui; tJni tbe God* haw an 
cwraordidary (epdecnf^fTi^ ipr cbf^li? wrfons by 
9iSmjjlg (hem ^rne pH«riiU{lrA9flPU> or Bi« 
r{#>r IP sil the fo^ft ^qpMrmii afticuis of theii . 
Jives, Among tbclg m^y \k \Voim Sm^^y^fMk 
lonlt^y ChicHi , Cardatiy ScallgeVy CamfaneUa and 
fome others , who wonld perfwade themreWes , 
that all the prqc/sr aqd aifiirances which they 
fhould be pleaf'd to afford us of their familiar 
A«^4l^(kGiildbca€kaowledgMbytis, with nci 
leiTe venerappp (ban chore ancient Comiiien- 
taries of the Rabbins , which lay it down as ^^^ * 
wde«id)letfa»t»mqiigtbcPacriarchfioftfae Ql^ J ^ "^ 
TeQamfnc ^ A44m bald been gownrdhy his An« 
el Mi^y Smbfjffihfy AixiJumhj'f^^^^i^ 
»9^ ihHS by M0k4tty J4f4 byi^ and Ahr 
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to paflc any other judgment of the one than of 
the other ; and that the beft adrantage we can 
make of all tbefe extravagances , is to tile them 
as^a Collyriumto help us to difcem truth from 
falfliood) rcall Magick from fidions andpre* 
tences, and Dolicicall and naturall operauootf 
^ from the DiaoolicalU which 9 as fuch, are con- 
*" dbiin'd by all. Such were thofe prafHf'd fome- 
titocM9\ni\ Mpfes^ by thchlz^azM of PharMob^ 

•.Tfttt; J • called by St. PMl^Jammesy znd Mamhcs ; thofe 
of SimoM Msgm who oppo(*d St. Peter • of Qr- 
fwfSy who was drown'd upon the prayer of St. 
John the Evangelid ; of Eljmss llruck blind by 
St. Pa$U I oiZiMres uidArfhaxat , who, accor* 

liM.r dingtotheHittoryof-/^^J/4^, weredeflroy'dby 
thunder in Ptrfia. ' To thefe we may adde of 
latter times Dr. Faufim^ Zidtchisi the Jewy the 
little Scpty Trou^efehelles y he who under Charles 
the fifth 9 wou Id needs be called Mugxfier vidtm^ 
and a many others of whom we muft underftan \ 

cedji ^^^ Dccreerfhundring i n the Code againft Magiei 

mMtt ^^^^ ^^gh tn tjMCMftdf fimfdrte terrsnemy lm\ 

tiimm. matt! gefterie smmiei creienil fwit . 
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CHAP. IV. 



That the extrs^rJUndry learning ef manjgreM me» 
hath oftemtmes hen accennted Magick^ 

FUrim refinimthtVaSemh accufd before the 
people of Heme for a fort of wizzardry done by 
him upon the Lands oFhit neighbours 9 which 
chough of f rcacer extent, yet ytelded not fo great 
aCrcpayhiitbacwesclelKi would take no other 
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courfe to juflifie his InnoccDce, then co bring 
along with him j on the day oi his appearance , 
allxhc Inftroments of Agriculture, kept in tery 
good oidcTy befeecbiDg his Judges to believe thac 
he had made ufe of no other poilocs or unUw&ll 
droggcs then thoie) together with abundance of 
paioes and a many watcbings, which, to his for* 
rowy he fanew not how otherwife to rcprefenc* 
In like manner thefe great perfons 



iB!yjtf ^te benigna 
Et meliorc lHt9 pnxit frdcordia Ttt^y 

need nomore^ toblaft this Calumny^ which ro 
this day lyes heavy upon them , than to manifeit 
and (fiicover the proceedings whereby they have * 
act^imd To great Learning and Abilities. Thofc 
indeed they were To eminent for, that it feems in * ^ 
feme fort to excufe their weaknefle who could , 

referr them co no caufes but what were extraor^ 
dinary > and upon no other account have made k 
a crime^ fuch as, were it not true what Aftiklus 

ci nljincceffs nonfotefi , we might fay are in a man- 
ner entail'd on all perfons of more than ordinary 
defen. Galen , tnat great Gemus of Medlclwy ^ ^^j^ 
confeflfes that at Rome he was thought guilty of it, f^i^ *^ 
for diverting a fluxion^ by Phlehatoimj in lefle then rmMf^ 
two dayes, which ErsfiShatm could not eSe&/^t* ^fi'^i 
in a longtime, becaufe he would not make ufe^''^* 
of that remedy, jiptlelus was forct to the trou- 
ble of two Declamations in publick, and to 
difplay all his great abilities and Learning to re- 
fcue tnem from the cenfure of Magick , which his 
Knemies would fatten on them > nherein thr| 
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fiAid needs be mifUken, Mlefle theytbek cfie 

word according to tho exf^iMcioii w Sr. HkNmi 

Ai <4pt». where he foydJs, Mdgi fi$Hi^Mi ii J^^Ms fUUbfi^ 

DgmeC ^ Jfiummr. Fbr ilit be rellraiMtf to chac fehfe^ We 

ihflUl fncly aekfioff ledger that G^/lrx, AftHiki^ 

and ibe reft (of frbom tre nOake tbis A^logie^ 

-were M^piiMs^ that u^ fludiods piBrfoBs^ inde- 

•fiitigabley as to cravcH ; afid eohfeqcltti^l^ pale^ 

'Jfiil. Af$- wan, and (icklfr qmlmtcmimttU Hi^m Ifttratif 

t$g,^. labms ommm grdtlam corf ere Jetergity hMtittkli-' 

Ttitn U9mMi\fmcitm ixfrrht'^ cditfrem otlitcraty vig9' 

remdekUitM^ 

Thefe indeed are the charms and enchant* 
^ems, TV hereby they cafne to tmderftand the 7>h 
vimi$ and QmJfivium of the feten Liberall Sci* 
encei , <o much celebrated by the Moderns, and 
confequently arrived to the knowledge of the 
whole Eficyclo^y. This it was, that in fome 
fore raifcd chem to a commuAication with that 
Divimiy which H§niir attribmestothe Son, be- 
caufe he leei all things* This likened them to the 
Gfmff$fcf4iifisj^\\o,u PhiUftfi^us affirms^hooght 
tnemfeWes ibt more acceptable to their Gods, 
rbe higher they jrnnped aftd lifted themfeWes up 
into the sir in their cardls and dances. That in- 
. . deed bred theqoarrdU thefe ^reat inte11if,eiices 
raifed tbemfeltes tofncb ahei^ht of perfediooi 
chat the ifttosance of t he ages tbey li vdJ in, enty- 
xng the diftsflce between cbeiti and other mAii 
hat b alwiayes chai^ them With iinpiety in their 
Speculations and Theory, aiidMaf ick in their A* 
i»iniiN!*aioiis. As to the ibrmeti Plmdrch ttas thefirft 
fi^- Authonr of this excellent <lbrerfationi where he 
eels us that jimtMaggrdt and tbofe Phitofe()hcrs> 
who fisftlottnd OQcthecamles of Edipfes, com* 

tcrankaied 



rnmucatedk to chcir Difdples in a Cabaliftical ac 
rrat&QOiuU way Tcry fecretly^ not daHog to ven- 
core It among ck feOTlc^whofe iaith it wasi chat 
only temenrious and impions perteis foi^ one 
any leafon for tbofe entraordinary dk&s, winch 
depended immec&ately on the will of the Godly 
vriiofelibercy they thongbtiiKomfntiblewith the *. ■ 
ndiitaxfa'd order of tbofe caulcs , whereof the 
Pbilofophers pretended a naturall Demonftra- 
doB. Hence proceeded the rigorous punifli^ 
ment infli&ed on them, acher by 
as happened to /Vvr4^0r4f, orlongimi 
as to AMXdforss , out of which Pmcies had all 
the troable in the world to tnikc him go. Nay 
they would notpardon50cnfr#/y but condemned 
hun upon this tery account that his Phiiofo- 
phy had fomething di&rent from thofe that went 
betore hisn. Theie harfh proceedii^s gave PlMio h Efifii 
inch an alarm, that he ingennonfly confetfd to 
DiH^fitu J that fipr that very reafon he had not 
•advanc'd any opinion of his, but under the name 
of^tf^iir^^ or Tome other Pbilofopher) leaftfome- 
time or other he fhould be called to account for 
it. The fame perfon, confultedby the Athem^ Tia.lihM 
^0fi about the execution of the Orades anfwer D^mnt 
which had commanded them to double thdr ^'^^* 
Altar^ whichwasof aCubidc figure, took that 
occafion, as extreamely advantageous > to per* 
(Wade them to the fiudyof Philofophy efpccially 
Matbematicks,without the knowledge whereof it 
was abfelutely impoffible tofatisfie the Oracle. 
This might haply (eem fabulous to a many who 
have a greater reverence for Antiquity then to 
Jmagbe itfo ftupid and Ignorant ; - but that the 
-Author ftom whom we have this teftimony is not 
to br fafpc&^d gmlty of cither miftaV^ ot tie.^v- 
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gence. But if we come nearer our own age, we 

(hall lind cbere was not much more reafoD^. feme 

ages fyjctyto deny as LdStamim did, againli Avl^ 

cetfM^ cbac the Torrid Zone was babicable ;orto 

^fpute againft the opinion of the Amif^JliSy md 

CO fay, by Wiy of raiUiriiy lo thole that maincai*- 

!Eit.}« A ned ityEtmiratMr aliquls ImtosfgnfiUs imtrfeftcm 

filfffif'^ mira Mrrariy cmn Phihfiphi & sgns^ & mdnsy & 

MMjr.iS« ^t^s^ ^ momes^ fenfiUs fMiMnt f 

Na^, fo ridiculous and contrary to Religion 

wastms opinion thought in that timei that the 

AviMdMn, poor Biihop V^trgUms ?vas excommunicated, and 

Hi). itf«- condemoea for an Heretick, for patronizing that 

•^•*''*'^* icvcrfe of this world, lon^ before it wasdifco- 

tered by Colombia. Nor is it a thing lefle ftranfe> 

that PiEM74/?r/Wihould put into the Catalogue of 

the hereticail and condemned opinions in his 

time> that of fome Philofophers, who held the 

• Midity oif the Heavens, which yet hath eter been 

acknowledged, and ftill is in theSchools, though 

within the!e thirty or fourty years, fome Profef^ 

fours have difcarded it, to introduce the ancient^ 

which was the more common and authentick in 

ihe tmt of PhiUfirliis. 

It is therefore no miracle, when all the pr<v 
portions of thefe great wits, though moA (olid 
and rationall, have ever met with contempt, by 
thtG^utitesy out of fufpicionof imflety* oythe 
ChrifiUttSy of here ficy onely becaufe they happened- 
in ages diRruitiuU of thofe vaft and extraordinary 
acqueftsof learning, if thegreateft part of P^//#- 
fofhers , MMthemMticiatis , and NainrMlfts have 
been unjuftly charged with Magick: anobferva- 
WaU ^^ ^ sre obli^ for, to that great peribn, 
MtJ^jf. ff^om iMfrmim K^Kd cals the lali of the Ia« 
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rines^ who among other lameotacioos direAed 

CO PhiUf§ffy9 forgot not to lay, ^^«f ^ !pfi ^/- '. ve tm- 

fim^jiufivsJemtir mdltficicyquodtuis Imbmi dijci-fii- Pbito- 

jllnts. From which paflage wc may learn, that/*'** ^••^^ 
chacolfimny hath been lo pinned to the fleeves^* 
cfall that have profefTed thole Dirctplincs, that ic 
fcems in a manner an eflentiall propcny in them 
CO be accounred Magicians, fince it leldom or ne- 
ver happens, that any Lawyers and Divines (iin« 
lefle Hereticks) have been charged therewith. 
Whereas on the contrary, thoTe who are the moft 
mtimarely acquainted with Philophy^ have not 
been able to ward off this reproach, or diverc 
men' from attributing the fruits of their induftry 
to their proficiencie in the Academy of Devils, 
where they yet profited more than in any of the 
other Sciences, if we may truft thofe who would 
fumifh us with more Magicians, ^jnim dim muf- ?/'«»'• w 
carum efi^ turn ckm csletur rndxlme. ^' *^* 

But to facilitate the difcovery in this point, all 
our bufinefle is to obferve the hril appearances of 
Learning, the firftrihngf of great Wit*", the time 
they flouriflied , the ages whirh have brought 
fott h moft, and take notice by the way, how th at 
ignorance hath alwayes periecuted them witli 
this calumny. It will tell us, if we will hearVen 
to it, that Zorodfies and Znmclxis never did any 
thing, but fool away their time in Sdcrifices ^ that 
PjthMg^raty DemocrttMyEmpcdocles, Socrates and 
Arifietle had never known any thing, had they 
not applyed themfel ves to the Dimwnsi that jtp^ 
leltu was but a Wizard ; that Gel^erj jilch'tnitis^ 
jivictnnMj and all the mod excellently learned 
among the Aratsans , were Profeffours of Ma-* 
gick ; that Rtger Bdcon ^ Rlplcj , JBviigej^ Sc^tftt^ 
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Were fo many cuonit^; men among theEnglinif 
cxccllencly well yerf'din Necromancies and very 
able Conjurers ; that Chicus, ihtCancUliUer^AH'^ 
felm oi P^rma^ znA divers other Icaliani, were 
very well acquainced with cbebufmefTe of Invo- 
cations ; that jirmldus de VtU novny and fViUiam 
of Paris J were alfo very forcunac therein, in 
i^rancc. In a word, all Coun treys that bad any 
men famous for learning were fure to hav|e alfo 
Magicians | whereof, for want of the lormery 
tiermanj^ had alwayes been bjrren enough, Albtr^ 
tHs Magnus excepted) till that) furbifl)'d & refin'd 
by lctfcrs,it brought forth Trlthemtusicjigrtffaj 
as the lltng-leaders of all the fore-mentioned. To 
thclc:if we beleeve B^dm, we mult iidd Hirmolaus 
& Cardan ;iide Lancre^Scaliger & Pichs {if (bmc O- 
thers yet more rupcrlliclous, all the mofl emineiK 
pcrfonS;as if there had been no other fcbbols than 
the Caves of Toledoy no other books than the C/a^ 
vicHldy no other Doiftors than Devils^ no other 
wjyes for a man to become learned, but by the 
practice of all thole Maglcall Superftitions ; or 
jalUy, that the reward of a great tndunry? and the 
fruits of excellent efidowmems, were only to en • 
able amantocaft himfelf into the claws of that 
enemy of mankind, who'e acquaintance is but too 
too eafily procur'd, it being his bufireflc, to^» 
about liks ^ roaring Lion^ finking whom be maj 
devour. 

Having therefore well conGdered whence it 
comes topaire> that many have made fuch di(^ 
advanragious gloffes on the learning of theie 
peat pcrfons ; I am, in the 6r(l place> perfwaded 
It mijht proceed from a reafon common to all 
ibc erroneous pcrfwafioni whUhisfcnribly thrufl 
. . • . in 
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Ui amoDgiiS) as the learoed Vtml^m hach obrer* 

fittMSy Mi m^is m§v$antr & txcltemr affintuitivh ^*''* """ 
qnimrngmw. In the fecond^thac hapiy ic mbhc 
GOfM from this> chat tbefe Philofophers foarine 
up loco coDcemplacions coo high ud remote 
mm orc&iary apprebeniions ; thole, who, in com« 
parifon of chem> onely crept upon che gromsdy 
ifereobl^*d CO admire chem» afid>incime> tore^* 
proacbj as over-confident aixi fupematuralUwhe* 
ther chis change proceeded from che weaknefTe of 
their ji]dgement)Or a defigne to calumniate them, 
as Stnccm ohfttyts^quim muignm mirmniumy tarn ^' vU4 
mugfms invldintinm tft fofUm. Or laftly fron%**^*» 
this, cbac whatever the moftfubcleand ingenious 
among men can perform, by the imitation or a(^ 
iiftance of Nature > is ordinariljy comprehended 
under chenameofMagick, untiUruch time as ic 
bedifcovered by what wayes and means they ef- 
fect thoie extraordinary operations. OF this we 
have an* example in the mvention of Gnns and 
Prlming^TkA the difcovery of the new world ; the 
people wherof,thou^c at firft (ighc,tbat our (hips 
were nude by MagicV| our vaults K arches by en- 
chancmencj and that the Spanyarcb were the De- 
vils that (hould deftroy. chem, with the thunder 
and lightening of their Arcjuebuzzes and Guns. 

From what hath been faid may be inferred, thac 
allthefe greacperfons have incurred che cenfure 
of Magicians, for having performed many Orange 
chings by the afliftance of Phy(ick and otner Sci« 
cnces rlieywere Maflers of, and id cbepraffice 
whtfeof all good Aucbours are wonc to compre^ 
bend Magidc. The reafon of this, is, thajt they are 
not fo cane to be nrofticnred co che VLUotf \t^%tt ^l 
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cht Vnlgar as che Mpchanicks arC) which cannot 
fa mucb cominaxid admiration 9 becaufC) being 
cxerciTd abow nyni^^^t- ^nd palpable Bodies t- 
ic is a manner impplTible tbac the Aucbors thereof, 
fho^ldkeep upche A^rec of their ievcrall canfci 
and operations^ And this leads us to a neceflky 
of acknowledging that the praftice of the Mathe- 
macicks , and . above all , of thefe Mechanicks , 
and judiciary Aftro}ogy« hath contributed much 
to. the confirmation ot all theif erroneous opioi* 
onS) as we Ihall Akw more u large elfe* 
where. 
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CHAP. V. 

TJfot MniljemdUicIans have ma^ times hen nccoufi'- 
tciMAgictans. 

AMong all the Precepts which contribute 
any thing to the regulation and condu£l 
of our Actions, me thinks there is not aqy 
more ferious or of greater cooiequcnce then thac 
which minds ust that> t^cfienanonddnturnifimil* 
UctrcHmUt4y & vltlatJon dtclfltint mfi ful ffecit 
VjrtHtnm. Of th'is we have daily experience^ in 
that as Coyncrs of falfe mony employ all their 
indultry fo to diipoie fome little Gold or Silver 
upon bad pieces that they may palfefor good and 
current • to tlie greatcft part of thofe who by 
reafon of the lightnefs and vanity of their Dofirine 
fall into the gencrall contempt , are iorc*d to 
change Scenes, todifguife, and if they are Hpre^ 
ciiks) forexam|^!c, torakethetlele of Divines; 
J/Japodor^ of Chymiflf ^ if Mounte^banks, of 
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DoAon; ifSophiflcrs, of Philofophcrf • if Con- 
jurers ) of WcU-wifhcrs to che Machemaricks. 
This makes fad and ftraoge conftKion in all thingsy 
cTpedally the Sciences, "that, if it be not ablo- 
lutely impoffiWe, itisccrtaifalyTcry difficirlc to 
beable to dil'ccm the Legitimate profeflbrs froih 
the Ignorant and preiumpcuous profaners of then) ; 
whoy hiving fcattered into them abundance ol 
cheats & fuperftitions,have made them foful'peft- ' 
fiill>that even thole who havex:ourrcd them with 
grcatel religion could never do it with th^ gcne- 
rall approbation and atlowance of all. This 
certainly is one principal realbn whereby the moft 
criticall and accomplilli'd Wits, have given their 
Enemies occafion to defame them as Magicians, 
becaufe they had made greater dii'coverics ;nto 
tho'c four parts ofthcMaihematicks, which are 
called by If] Cafiodorm, QuadrjfarU J^athcfis\^f^'^^ 
Janna \ by Sarlshericnfis^ QuAdrivil rou ; and by * / 
Calcagmn, Quadriga difchllnarum^ that h , jirt- x^ ^ '^* 
thmcnck^ Geometry •^Mnfick:, and Aerology. Thcfe i^ ^^co 
"indeed are fuch > that , by reafon of t he fubtlc AnMba 
operations are wrought by them, thejefuit Pf- 
reriM tookoccafion to divide Natural I Magiek f^^^./^ 
into two kinds. One hath an abfolute dcpen- 
danceon Phyfick and its parts , working, by the 
meanesboth of the occult and kriovvn qualities 
• of all things , many times , very (tranjge and mi- 
raculous effefte, luchas might be the Golden 
henneof5f»iw^/^j, the Magneticall unguent of 
Cocltmts^ the Lamp and invulnerable Knight of 
BiirgraviHSy the Ida^allpouderofi2[f^^rrfr^////j,rhe 
FulmiuantGoldof JJr^W«/«,.thc Vcgetatl Tree 
of thtChjmlfisy andmanyfuch-naturall miracle^ 

"which rhc/c ^ncfaours affirmc ihe^AAV^e. ^wxv ^x^%. 
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expericDc'd* The other giudcd by MatbematictU 

precepts , makes cenain artificuU Eogiaes by 

meanes whereof we come afterwards to adrmre 

t'ifi* A T. that Sphere of Archimida i fdrpfm mMchifism ^ 

hA.var. ^rdvlaam wtMnd^^ CdlumitftdbUi^ cemfendlnm 

ViTHnh SficulMm tuumrd^ To that adde thoTe At^ 

tcm4t4 oiJOsdalMs, thoTe Tripods of JT^Ucdm^ the 

m Bangs. Hydraulicks of Scititts the Pldgion of ArchltAs , 

* rntli. €. that induftrious Iron-fly preiented to the Empe- 

7« rour ChurUs the ^J)/ Johm di Mom r^/4/,whicb 

Ani hmflng flawfi a firfiSRouwd stcuty 
H^itb wisrj wififs rttmtfd nnto her Mdjttr^ 
And (si )Mdici0Ms) 0n his Arm (kcfldc'dhfr, 

Beiides which) there are many other prododi^ 
ons of man's wit> workings it as it were in ^gbt 
of nature) which have (b dazzled weiker miMs, 
that it is indeed no wondery it, not abletodif^ 
cover the reafons j which were purpofely kept 
from them^they h^ve attributed all tbo!e mflm- 
ments and engines , rather to Diabolicall opera- 
tions then hunune induftry* and have through 
ij^norance* bef^atto'd the greateft Mathemati* 
cianswith theinfiunyof Ma^ick. An inftance 
of this we have in that Arcbimcdis of Csfccfy , 
Jrnmii Fluffdd ol Candslt 9 who was not able to 
ward off the blowesof that Galnmny, To him 
^ccjfhn Dcfi/szn excellent Mathematician of 
our lime, who primed an Apology for himfelf in 
the Tear 1570* and pleaded his own caufe at 
Lcmocm. And to him 9 Pope SUvefiiry Bmc$h , 
MichselStoms ^ AliertMs Ma^tmsj and all the 
reff mbo dow put is chcu fiills of Com^ 
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TmBus oiisij f^ffrtfc $9ceh nocetefe feracem. Ovid. tie 

Wiicrein there is certainly much juRice,their on- 
ly criine being > chit rheir Sciences > their hiflru- 
meocs , their brazen headsy their Clocks, and all 
their other ftibtle Inventions, have lb attohiih'd 
ihepopalace^ that inttead of referring tbefc hn- 
gubr effe6b to their true caiife and the experience 
of the Mechanicks^ 9 the Operator whereof, is, 
if 1 may fo exprefle it^ fenc jocitu fiaturd , occulta capodj. i 
rtferans ^ manlfefia converters -^ mkacHlls /udcns^vgr.Ef,^^ 
it hath attributed all to DiabolicallMagick. This 
they think was Tery much morein repuution five 
or (ix hundred years (ince than itis now% and thac 
was publickly taught in certain Schools in Sfahy 
whereof the rnioes are yet to be feen in the Cel- 
lars near Toledo znd Salamsinca. But this rather 
begs our belief then requires it, in as much as the. ) 

Authors from whom we have thcfe things , being '» 

no more Authentick TeWmony , then whii: we. 
might produce to affirm as much of the Cirtle of 
f^icefire. But indeed, it is a certain piety not to 
think that Citty ever was the Seminary of lb many 
Magicians , wnich God honoured with a prcro* 
gativc above all other, that the doftrinc and po- 
licy of his Chnrch was confirn'd and maincain'd 
therein by the affeniblies of 1 7, Councells ; be- J 

fides that thofc who make Sylvefter a Magician 
acknowled^ that he learn'd , what he knew that 
way, ztTo.'edo. 

But when* it (hall be hereafter evinc'd that S/l- 
vefhr was no fuch man , but the <^reate:t aud 
moftexcellent Mathematican of his Age , it will 
he bm ndoaall togwnc, thai) b^ ttv^ MajlcV. 
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caught at To/eda is only meant the Matkemmlckj^ 
which bad gain'd fuch reputation there 9 and 
were lb perfedly taught, that a certain EngU(h 
0)an called DomUI Morlcrm (who flourifli'din the 
yeariipo, and write excellently well therein) 
after a long aboad in BartarU to learn them 9 
was at laft advifed to tranrport himielf to Toledo , 
as the moU famous place for their profcflton in 
theWorld. Such9 it feemsi it was then> and 
contlnu*dibj long after) even to ^/f/^^^yitf King 
ofO/]F//rintheyearia^i. who became inch a 
. Mecxnas and Patron of rhefe diiciplines that he 
gave, by way of recoin|)ence, to certain Arabi* 
ans whofealhilance and indutlry he had made ulc 
of in compofing his AShonomlcAll Tables, above 
400000 Crownes: fo infinitely de(irous v^as he 
of being accounted the common lienefa£^or of all 
the Mathematicians of his time> that there needs 
no further fccurity for it> then that infinite num- 
ber of Treat ites and Tranflations uDon this Tub- 
j£6t,which had never been dona but oy the influ^ 
enceofhisname, and the example of his Libe- 
tf/^ritt/r.rality. That indeed brought thefe Difciplines 
iv.A^io^ much into rcqucrt,efpecially judiciary Alirolooy,as 
£• Mirdftdnla obl'er ve5, t hat it4s not robe wondered 

at)that the place where it was fo diligently pracli- 
fed^fhould be taken for the SchooleofMagick, If 
4itm. ro,t ho^e certainly* who glory'd in the imitation of 
(. *• the Ad rologer Dlofbafies-, who boailed in AfuUlm 
that he certainly knew ^m/ diescopu/am nuftialem 
affirmed qnl ftmddmenta manium ftrfetUit 9 ^m 
negotiator I commodtUy ^viMtori Celebris^ atiina' 

vigils cffortuHHs , muA needs expeA to be brand- 
)h Jelio^cd (o: Magicians, notmiKh differing from the 
'^' opinion of TfrtHkiM , who focneumes faidi ScU 
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■: ts MagU & AfirohgU imerfefoemmtm. It if 
\ . b the opoion oi the CivUImus , who under the 
i.\!ne }aaAy creac l>e Mal^fieis it Mstbcnuuicisy 
y yoaoccAonol Divinicions and this Aft^olo- 
e> wUch hich been condemn*d under die 
i ime of Mathemacicb , bectule Jufkimsm de« 
/.t)iis CO ni«ke bis Con(ticucions clear and in* 
. .-illigiblc, made u(e of the moli ufuall and Vulgar 
words : ViUgm Mtem > faies GiUirn , ^s g$ntU l*-'»^»^ 

wMch. We baveic confirmed alfo byapa^ 
ige in Jirrenal» 

JVarn Mutbimmicls ginefis tus ■ Sjr.t 4^ 

,vhich> as rhac of GtlHtitj is not to be undetftood 
. f Arithemeticky Geometry, Mi^k^andAftro* 
iiQmy} which are particularly figpifi'd by the 
ame of Machemacicks, and generally approved 
y alU bur only of Judiciary Aftrology, which 
j;, with much reafbn^ condemn*d by the 
Jburch , not as fufpeded guilty of any thing of 
iVfagickf but as a ProfeHion , fM fi$ttisis fM r«- Ofigeiu 
fHHtur in terra confecrsu^ maJces us flatcs to tnc *f*-3^ 
deftinics, and is abfolutely in con(i(knt with all ^^^"^ 
kinds of ReHgion. 
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^ ■ • ... 

Xhgt tht Bo$kl MnrHmei t9 divers greM ferfoHs^ ^t 
Mdtdfujfiitm t€iHm§fy t^mdkf them guilty of 
Magiekj, 

SlM^.r#rw\7f TEfiiidinHiflory, chat that pofcAt King 

?*^****< ting fpar'd no uiauiiiry coadde to and a<Jorn the 
proud Library he bad en:ded in AlexanirU^ afH* 
pointed^ for its further fplendoor) a certain fo« 
iemn div, i^ which all the Poets afletnbled toge- 
cher9 rcitedTcxTesin honour of tbeMufes, chat 
the mm able and fortqnatc might be gratified 
wkh che pidenti he had deligned for chem^Thefe 
f nerdom were already Toced to divers of the 
Casdidares, when Arihefbanesy who was the fe* 
▼enth of the JadgeS) oppoled the fencence of the 
left) and opening the creafury of his memory^ a- 
mazVl all with chegreatnefle of his reading and 
• his niiraciilouf learning} and dil'cover'd that the 
pieces they choi^htfo excellent andaccomplifh* 
td» weie not theirs who bad recited them, but 
had beo) taken out of the beft Authours, whom 
he parttculariz*d one after another, making fuch 
an Inventory of Felonies, chat the King, People, 
and Ju(%es revokM the former fentence | for to fa- 
vour foRie others , who had not brought any 
chingi but what was of their own invention. For 
my pact) I am clearly of ofnnion, that there was 
not more occaiion, for that ArlShfhanes in the 
time of ?ra/Sra»7, than thete is in this, and that he 

Ihould (md mud) more occi^Qiito dlCcoverhis 
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prodigbus readuig« noc onelvin the cenfiue ind 
condemiudoii of Plagiaries> duc alio in die ^ikr 
dicatiops of chefefi|:eac peribns. For in Aud of 
cecciviog thofc tlogies and honorary ridet» fome* 
tunef ^ven them by JUduard i$ ^r)s Chancellor 
oflM^iMmdy the greaceft Lover ofBooks chat bach 
been hnce the time oiFtoUmj Pbil^flmsy who, 
to bfinaatetbe advanc^e ot good books, tels us, 
Hifum MagilhiqiA noslnfirdmm jSkr virgit & cuf^t^VH* 
fmU^^Jmc verbis & cbalerajfitfe famtls &jecumM : bhUk 
J! Mcccais nom Jarmifn$ty fiinqmris mn /c abfe^^^ 
iMmyn^nremnrmmratttfiwerrtSy CMhinn^s Mcjcinm 
^Igmres ; in ftead of tbefe £lo^es> I fay^they have 
fatber'd upon them a number of pernicions and 
pefliJenc books> for which) in fiead of thefe com* 
menditionS) they meet v^ith onely the contempt 
and imprecations of thofO) who cannoc difUi^ 
gui(h theie fuppofititious brats itom their erne 
and legitimate children. 

This hath ^ven fome occafion to imagine, that 
many great men have not been charg'd with Ma* 
Ick, buc meerly upon this fourth caufe, and the 
3oks unjulUy &cner*d upoa them , fuch as are 
thofe o( Trithemlm*s Caulogue^ and many other 
Manulcripts>fiii#if«riirM&^^ 9*^ '^.A'^'^ S^nvkr. 

tM nMwr^ & vigen rdtUnisfmrnftifuum vtdcmmr ^^yg^ 
irr^nm. For an Antidote againli the venom oik^uat. 
this feunh kind, according to our mahod in the 
precedent, wc are to (hew uiat there is no proba- 
DilitVy that all tbefe books imfniata USUnisy as I^«^m 
the QviUans call them > were ever written or 
compofed by thofe, under wbofe namc^igod au- 
thority they are publiih*d, which ^ei; if ^ivHitould 
granc, yet can tnere not any certain proof be de- 
duced out of them^ to conclude lAt K\)s!c«xq» 

Ha!gL6axa% 
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Ma^ciaiu; For, in the firA place, we have n - 
Cher knowlec^e or accounc of chefe books, c 
what we find in certain Gacalognes, who fun 
ms withcheit cities in lucb a manner^ chat we c 
nocjodge^ Qplefleby Ibme^cher circumftanc - 
what the Amhoors drift and defigne was in 
comptilicioii of them, whether to illultrate y 
confute, plead for or agamft,inamain or condemi . 
the fubjeAcheytrearot^ andbufie themfelves i- 
bout. Whence it came to pafle, that many fin f - 
ing by thefe Ottalc^ues, that AlexMnder Aflyro - • 
fdm had written ofMagicall Arts, ji^mnAs oiy. 
xlidaiy Aflrologte, and Roger Bacon of Necro- 
manoei have prefenrly entered into imaginaci- 
oni contrary to what tbey fhould, belceving thic 
they contained nothing elfe, but the precepts a: 
direftion we are to follow , t» beperfe^l in f - 
pra^iiceofallthofeDivinatiors^ andconfequer 
iy, that there was much reafon, why the Authc 
" ihould 6e accounted Magicians. 

But this confequence is vain,light,and grouni- 
leife ; for befides the firft errour, we may obl'errc 
a (econd, which> becaufe not fo obvious, hath dc 
luded a many, even to this day, who held iht.i 
there needed no more to qualifie any one, an En 
chanter or Magician, than to write of MagicV : 
which once granted, wemuftalfo infer, that all 
thofe who nndertake to write agatnft, and to cor 
vince them, (hould be bemir'd with the fame nc 
and accordingly incur the fame punifliment« Fc 
it muft befuppofed, that they cannot difcovc 
the abfurdity of their precepts and maximes, oc 
lefTe they nndetfland and declare them to v 
which if th^ doi0iey become equally guilty^ be- 
aiaCc chegoodor bftd initTK.w&t^{ tte. one am 
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L ijepcheri doth poc make any altenitiQB iiich». 

'.its rclacuig onclj to the nature of Pitctfu%, 

luch ihould have BO more foiiacTiialUBi ok ofi 

cMnix chaa A)friV 9 if be hadi obcc explao'd, 

. u»fior of (be prohibked Auchours, ihaii choi#f 

oietiice them. Nay, wemiift pce^ ftinber>' 

4 a^fimi> that all tbofe who ace able todi^' 

mfe percinently of Magklb ogghl cobe coo-' 

jidM as Magicians, were there bo other re^foa 

ID that It is in their power, as much as theirt 

. 10 did it before, tofarnifh us widii books end 

%epcs , which if they do not, it is either becaufe 

;y think it not convenienc^or out of fome other 

xive. Without any prejudice to their learning* 

'e find SocratiSy Canuadesy and divers others ac-- 

unted good Philofophers, though they would 

ter take the pains to commit any thing to wri- 

3g; ^<pfTi«r^9. thought, in Cicero's time, the 

:lt Oratour in all X^y who, probably, out of 

t imitation of a many others highly celebrated 

; SeffecM and Chcroy would never pUDUfli any of 

^'(s DeclamationSr Adde to this, that it were a 

i . ao^ (implicity IP chink, that only fuch as have 

. cfi in the Circle^ are |tfa^iied in Invocations, 

^, id have exercifcd llagick, can write or make 

btjoks of it, whereas every cme is at liberty to dif- 

(:.>urfe according to liis humour,oJF'a thing wbere«^ 

- uhere is neitoer precepts, oide& nor methody^ 

jnd where all a man hath to do, isio mingle thn 

chara^s of the twelve Sigaes and the feven 

r'lanets, the names of ce|tain Angejs mentioned 

ZQ Scripture, the T$hf^ and the Solmy the Urim 

apd Tmmmlmj theSfnJifh and Mircbavdy the 

Eofofb and the jifU of the CAsitSisy with the 

HiffommiiSy Vlrgfiffmtbmm^ JP(pr4^/r, th d$^ 
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mMU mngUr-, the Dtatht htgd) the tlaod efOwtt Mud 
StttSy and ceruin priyers tod coDjuntions out of 
AcFlMgt^m Dkmotmm, tamike t wotid of my- 
Rcriou) Booki and Treaiifes. Thele mult after- 
Vnrdsbc fold very fccrcrly, and for good round 
prices, by ludi «s c*q make no other rtiilr to Oarc 
otfiheic clamorous nccetfiiici, thin by making a 
trade of chelechears and impoOurcJ, lothecoft 
jDd (brrovv ot mtoy rrcak, rnpcrHiiiom, aod me* 
lancholy inctlnziieos, who think they are niihin 
fightofFcIiciry, and can do miracles, when ihey 
nun with thde Cheats and Mouniebuikf. 



-Tiww mdgfit peifri^ mtntii iitiqMt ! 
imgtu turn fToxa via ell .' • 



^^ which are onely {or the mofl part, the fruits of s 
tonf Theory aiid Speailaiion, fliOuldbefuffici- 
ent pcoott toconvince the Amhours of Mjgtck, 
wbiiih confifli rather in certain pradices and ope- 
rations, thio in the laying down of precepts; he 
Bifyiuf. Jt oncly , according to Bitrmtummt de'*erviD2 the 
■^*j^ name of a Maoicun, who contrsfts with the Dc- 
^p****' vil to make u(c of him in what he (hall think fit to 
^h employ him in.Hiis definition indeed cannot pof- 

B fibly agree idall thole, for whom we makethis A- 

H pologKjif there be no other charge igiinH them, 

H thtDthaToftheBookstheyhavewriticnon thtc 

H Stib]eft> fince it i> poflible they made them with- 

H out any contraftexpreflcd orundcrflood, fimple 

H or publike,ai we ha»e fhewn before. Najiio rake 

H awayall contrOTer(ie> itisapure caluinny milU 

' cioi^y advanced, an opinion ablblutcly crr< 

em$Mn&h [othtulctotnuDtaiaorpraTe^ 



« 
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«f one of them ever made or trouUed bimfelf 
wKh ' the comj^iue of any Book treatiag qC 
Geouckor unlawfijU Magu^ orofaoy SpcMf 
oidii&rcncecbereof. And chisi in the uft place 
laa^lK confirm*dbjr the Teftimooy of him vjrho 
IS accounted the Prince and Ring-leader ^^j^ m^^. 
Mffiicians > who tery well onderttood the cheats s^^||^^ 
aadibprifes of all thefe Books Tamp*d and never cif.4f ^ 
fernp With falfe Titles 9 and fiither'd upon Z#r#- 
gBiSj En9chyTrifmigiStusy Akruhsmj S$Um9n^ 
Afnltms^ AqmnMSy Albtrms mdffms^ andfevcrall 
other great pcrfons. To this adde the Suffrage of ^ . -. 
Vmtrm and all thofe w^o have wntten wich moft nJ^^ 
judgment upon this fub^ft , grounded^ probably ctf* U 
upon the fame reafon that made Pictis JldirMmUa 
mc the like Judgment of fome (uch Books of ^-^^vl^* 
Judiciary Aihohgfy which^ be faies^e faUify'd ^P'^^'* 
by certain im{>oliorS9 who> qu9nlMmyMdfr$Aju 
ntr Mbilsy ratUnilmsccnfirmdtriK^nfijfimfyfitififfi 
/At vera credunt , five credi velwtt ao Mliisy litres 
hi]Hfmeil fab$dar$tm ^ vtrls claTtJJimls et amiam^^ _^ . . 
fimls Infcnbum^ et fidem err eri fine dep&isAmheri^ 
ims MtcHfdmur. 

The ume remarkewe may make on all the 
other kinds of Qpackfalvine ) efpecially that of 
Alchjmlfisy who thmk they baye not done t|ieir 
doty and cheated as they fliould, if after they 
have madealhilit to find the explication of all 
their C^iWfT^V in Genefis^ the AfeciUjffe^ the 
Hieregljfhicki^ ihtOdjffej^tht Metsmirfktfes ^ 
my even in Epicaphs> Sepulchres, and Tombes> 
thev (hbuld not fend their Books into the world . 
under the nameis of Me^ Mofe*s Siiier > Trijkee-' 
gllhusy Demecrhm, AriSr&tle^ Synefim^ Avlcermit , 
AlbertHs mugw^^ zvA Afiinm^ , As if all thefe. 
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iearaed men and great Anchors had had no other 
eMploymenc.all their Jives then blowing 8c ftirr- 
ing of nre8> or liitking of Circles, Chara£^ers and 
Iirrocatimis $ and that the barbarifme , theeitra- 
tigances) thcchildiilinefle, wancof order, the 
- ..lownefle, erroor, and Ignorance of all thefe Books 
were not! fnfficient arguments ro refctie from fo 
black a calumny, fuch rranrcendent Soules, and 
Incelligencts of Litcerature,. 

Omms ciditoUsy ^mnesfaftrd aha tentmes. 

And not only that, biit Vf ich the fame labour dif* 
cover unto Us the muddy>and peflilenc iource, the 
Styx and Tartarm , whence proceed all thele lit- 
tle Monflers, thefe Apparitions , thefe Baitards, 
'^ thefe abortive fruits, which indeed is no other 
• ^ ^ ^ ^^^ temerity of fomepoor reptiie Spirits, 

^^ ' thering thcirt upon the firft comes into their mind 
€. 4* CM- never minding any reaibn, choife confideration 
meMijH or reipeft. Hence it comes that (hicMs 
s/bargm. affirmes he had fcen a Book written by Cham 
J^V^]iOjncerning Magic k, and another made by S^lo* 
^ ^mo^y dtnmbris Idaarmm • iY\:x John oi Soli fhur) 
^Uvif. mak^i mention of an jin of Dreams vented under 
^y^* thenfame ^i Darnel \ that the two Plots" s aknovv- 

ledge not for legitimate the treatilc^r of Necro* 
Ttaiube. mancyaitribnted to Saint ///'rr^wr, jiefulnas.MA 
U.S.c^.4m Plai9^Md that the Abbot Trithemlns jHot without 
Aff^./. i; reafon, laughs at all that is father'd upon AU 

tmm Magms^r\A^vfti9 others. 

For what reafon or ground is there to believe 

that /^pfvrnfff/ was Author of the Book of Ln* 

Mar jifrrplejgfff P/nr^ofthat of thehertts and tht 

C§w^ 



^TT 



7%e tiificrf of MACiCK. 49 

9}0$^X:ArWFifrit of thofeof thzjifp/eof Vegctk* 
ihs'tlc^c'frvferties of Elemems and the Secrets 
if ATeXAffder^ Galen oi thac vf Enchantmenh • 
Ouii^ *ol chat of the Old fVamM^ dni the Loves of 
Fitm^Hm\ Seneca ,• of the little Book of V'ertHes 
tM the Efiihles of SifPoHl • and that all the b^lt 
Aiithcfrs ipent their time fb trivially upon trifling 
Books of no Value Or confequence ; whereat 
we hive fo Iktie affurance of the trae Author^ > 
thic we are not certain to whotn we ought to at- 
tribute a many we afford places to in our Libia* 
rye?. For, to paffe by the works of Orphens^ 
TrlfrntgiSi-Hs , Berofm, and Manethon, all which 
are ab:oIurely feigned, fome Apocryphall peeces 
of holy writ ., doubtful Trcatifes 01 Hippocrates , 
Ga/cTf , thofe queftiort'd by Erafmpu at the im- 
prellion of the Fathers, the Pamplets of Gerfctfy 
lentftellaj Pjfthagtroi, and CatOj and all that lye 
nder fufpicion among Hnmanlfls^ is it nor 
i. range that Francis PicHs , fucceflbr to the^*.'^-^*' 
Learning as well as Principality of his Uncle the ^'^^^^^^ 
great AV/ii," the Ph«nixof^ his A^c, ftiQuld takc;,^£cvfr. 
fb much piiiitt to prove, that it is altoeethcr un- 
-icrtain whether -^r//?^A be Author otahy one 
iJook of all thofe thac are found in the Catalogue j^i^. ^ ^; 
ok his Works? And yet he is therein fecondcd Df r^^i 
>y'>(/t,9//«/, andihcbufineflcfottridly difcffjf'drat. vbUo^ 
jy PatriciHs , that, after he had dircovcrcd a^'f'*» 
miraculous induflryin the fcrutinyof the ^ruthp^r^^^ 
of that prop§fition> he concludes at hfl, that , p^^i^Jj/l 
of all the Books of that great Genius of nature , rom.iM* 
there arc but four, of little bulk and Icflc confe- 
quence, come to us,as his,without the leaO doi be 
or controverfy;that is,Thac of he Mechasttck^ and 
three others he writ againft Z^wGor^i'ds >\ 4^ 
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' Xen^h^tt^ On the other fide jimmmutf ill 

his Cbmoiemaries upon the Pr4dUM$ims^t6ttM^ 

thac there were in the library of jtUxsmbia 

iorty Books of ^naljtUki^ all under the name of 

^riJlFor/r: though he had nude but foor^ whereof 

thetwonxfiare aDfwerablctotbe sine cited by 

€mnau. ^i^g^^^^ I^Mrtltn. But thi% if wt credit (y^/rii , 

» lib. is to be attributed to the emoiiiion thac was be- 

Hi/f . de cween the Kings of twrgnmm and %j£ffft in re- 

na. hum- wardbg ihofe who brought them ihe Books of 

"^ any good Author» efpecially ^riAir/r; for the 

greater ornatnenc of their Libraries; it having 

never happened befbre>^bat the Tides of Ancienc 

vitcnir ^^^^^ ^^ '^^^ falfifycd. But in this point we 

fJif^! (hold have been more large had uMPdiricim taken 

rom.i,Ui' ^he paines before us; or thac ic had beennecellary 

(c clemonftrate how un juft ic isy and befide til ip« 

pearance of reafon, thac fomeyiinder their namesi 

whofe prodigious Learninerail'dtbem to great- 

dl reputation, have pefter^a the world with an 

infinite number of impertinent Iragynencs » cfif- 

order'dcollefiiont, fabdlousTreatllefl% truitlefle 

writings ; and Books (hutfell'd together without 

realbn^ method> or judgment^ 

Qmos iffe 
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CHAP. VIL 

Pf^tthe 0ttcr Cdufes which m0j gjlvf df^ •cc^Jton 
fffiffiaoft thereof^ 

THoi^bthefNim&erofthofewhobave endea« 
voared co difcover 8t explain to us the tiacure 
91 condicioii of Magick within thefe two hundred 
fun is almoci infinicc.yec me chinks the firft chac 
imdeitook k have done it with no fmall diftraffci- 
My as ooc feeing well -and thegreateft part of the 
imire Modern bate endeavoured to faciliate the 
difqmiition by the ufe of thofe GlalTes which 
make Ants leeme as great as a man's thumbe 9 (6 '-^ 
to reprefent to us in their Books , acomes like 
Mountaines and flyes like Elephanri i char isj 
snagnifie the Imalleft faults inro che greacelt 
crimeS) by a childiih mecamorpho(is of che leall 
jeateufy inco crutb 9 of a bearlay incoa demon^ 
ibration> and accidents o( Ho confequence into 
prodigious and memorable Hiftories. Whence it is 
not CO be wonder -d at>thar^as che higher & greater 
things are, che more fnbje^ chey are co Light- 
tiing ; (b the greateft part of chofe Noble Soul^ 
oi paft age$> thofe tutelarfGdds ofParna({us and 
favourites of the Mufes have hoc been free from 
(hatofTongiaes« For being the principal 1 Adlors 
tiponthe Stage of this world> and as much above 
the ordinary ratt of men, as (hey are above ocber 
Creacures;their leafts,faults and moft in confideri* 
ble nufapprehenfions have been more narrowly 
pry*d into , whether it be cHac the leaft mark or 
mole is more obvious in an excraordin^^Y B^^^* 

El v\ 
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ty thin on fomc poor Baucis or Cylfa/e , or that , 
According to the faying of the icnrcntious Po- 
et. . . . . • • ' . . 
Omffc anlml vhifim unto conffeltlHS Infe 

Crlmt» hdtih ^^Mtti^ md']§r qulfecat habentr. > 

■ 

However it bc> wc may addcthtscaufetoihe 
-precedent > as one of cIk principall ihit hath 
caufed learned men to be thought Migicians > 
and upon account whereof the curiof:ty oiAU 
jbcrtm ptdgprns y tlK natural I Magick ot Bacon, 
chc judkiary AHrology oiChicM , the Mathcma- 
lizks o( Sflvcftir J aiKiherefy o^. AlchJndHSj and 
jcerttlne luperiUiious obervaiionS) have been re- 
pucedGeotick and dubolicall Magick. But tc 
inultbcconfcff'd, it is lor the moft part the ma- 
levolent interpretation of ihofe who judge not of 
things, but with miiprihon; of Authors > but 
by their oiitfide and iuperfcriptions ; of Books ^ 
but by their titles; nor ol men, but by their vi- 
ces; divugtng what ihey ought in prudence to 
conceale, and pricing it> not only to lay open to 
the world the mifcarriages of all ihefe great per- 
jons, but magnifying and aggravating them pur • 
l^oreiytofrepofTene) andconlequently makeiis 
pa(fe fentence againft their innocence, which 
certainlyoughttobavcallcbefaire play ibac may 
be, it being jiHl to fuppofe it not to weak and 
wounded as it is reprelented to u.% Beiides, 
Should we a little mote narrowly iearch into 
the truth of this opinion ^jud ma!it AttoiU etexag* 
pr^g g^rMt^ & cotbHrnU ^mbnfdAm AHget ^ wc (hall 
tfiu. ^nd all tbefe proofs reiolv*d into conje6tures,and 
all diefe enormous crimes into tertaio vainc 
sadcxijf'uli fnperBit'bons. Nor is it in the meiO: 
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timemy tnirjcls'at all, thaethcTc glorious aicQ 
inthrir times (liould ibmcwhac dcgfcncracc rti«t 
way, nay endeavour to praAifc them, when it is 
ot'ordiniry experience, that what is mo!l accom- 
plifhed) is alio moU delicate and perifliablc^ 
Thns we find that the (harpcH points are the ibon- 
cft blunted, the psrfciVit white the moRcafily 
foyl'd, the beft complexion the mofi fub je6t to fe- 
deral altratioBS,& we have ic from holy Wri:t:th:c 
thcnobleftofthe Angels wjs the firllthu fell. 

Having therefore thus deduced all the cau-cs 
we could find of this fulpittonasto whu cort- 
cemcs the accused , we Hull in the red of this 
Chlpterobfcrve five others > \vliich we may fay, 
have contributed more to the propagation of tm.^ 
erroneous opinion, then the former. The^c arc^* 
Kerefy, Malice, Ignorance, CreHuliry, andihcr 
Dif-circumfpe^Sion y and want of judgment iii* 
Authors and vvricers. • ' 

• For the firft, ir amonnr*; to fbmethinj rhorff 
then a con jefture that AlchiHdtu^ Peter d* Ay(mry 
Arnoldtu deyiltanova R'lfly^ and fome others who ' 
with fome reifoh have been iiifpe'ftcd gnilty of- 
Hcfcfy, may without any b::chiro'd with Ma-'* 
?ick, though 7VrtirB/Vt;f fometimes faicJ, Nauta pe pr4efmi 
ffifii etUm commereU Harehcerum cnm Afa^ir^^P- ^^- 
flnrimis ^ cum CircHlatmhks*^ cnm Afirologis^- 
cum Phtlofofhis. Whi^h cenfure be cohfirmcic^a 57, ** 
cl/ewhere,calli!jg Magick> hareticars^m oplnroffum 
Mu^rlcem. Hence haplvfomcCatho!ickDo(3ors,°'^''^r^'- 
cfp^cially J>^/rw and Mdldonat , look ocjafion to JJ^f ^^ * 
lay ic down as aMaxime^ itrcngthencd by con- 
ftant experience^ that either the Authors and fitft lib, de d*- 
promoters ot Herefies, have bc^n ihetx\(i?bi«i»»^««* 
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WMm I CdrfKr4U$s^ PrifcilliamiSj s^eren^arlm^Ui^ 
Ii^m§gen$s% or cfaac prohibited and Magical Arts 
haveaiwayes comic in the neck ot foni^ berefy. 
Tbiscbey aemplify out of fome Hiliprians ot 
Spdinef^hic relace^tnac after the Arrians bad lo^ig 
concinb*d fbereinitbeDevils Were for a good fpicc 
tof time leen tbrmtncing men tbere* So was the 
berefy of Hm feconded by a great lempeR^of S9r- 
cerers and Demons through B§h^mU^xiA Girmd" 
ny , and that of the Lalldra^. chrouob the Apenni* 
ne Hills; Of this the Jeluic Mdld^nat gives fire 
principall reafoQS> which we {hall not prelTe in 
ibisptace. 

In the lecond canfe of fnfpicion j we may ob* 
ftrye) thSsir Malice -fometime^mac^^^fiw/riMi be 
accuf'd of Wlagipk*6ry his wife's friends ; the /opes 
SjhfShrMd iSngarj byxhe Emporours they ba^ 
<3ocomrhtinicated,and (ome Heretiaues their im-*. 
placable enemyes. To which may hapl v be addr 
•d the procedure of the Mu^iifh againli tne Mayd 
oi Ori^cdftce y whoaccordingly condemned her tor 
a Wir'ch, whereas J0 Ldrngrf aad iM H^^Umm make 
her a(£l another quite contrary part. 'But if the' 
common opinion of thofe who wc^rebeit acquain.* 
ted with her may prevaile, there is little proba- 
bility (he Aiould have been a Witch, which is the 
conclui:on Vnftrdnim VdrMins puts to the Hill9i<: 
rjf he mode of lier. 

TaniemcolUtii fMrestUtr^^cltrBf^ 
Aniculis .jUmmdi fuh i0iqu0 judice.pMjfdm 
Darcidoj concardidecerntuttore : modumj^. 
jingligefiMi violdjfffgriy jVi/^ tinorem. 

^tJcLejrmn^ f6nT\er\y iV\tA^*d3a^ ^i&otic 
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of die principal I canfes of rhisfaife accii&uoa> 
obliges us now to fay fotncchiDg of IgmtgfKt , 
its adtesft party, and (hew ^ boir prooemioanc 
It vraS) as well amoog tbcGrednbetort Swermcsy 
wild may be called the Pacrurch of YhUoTopliy) ts 
thcLsutmsy from the ivct\t%6i Bo^tim% Sprnm^^ 
dms and CaJfUdorm^xiW the tatl taking cf C^nfian. 
timfle. Then indeed the world began to put on 
aaocber face , the Heavens to move tipon nevr 
Hypothefes, the Aire to be better knoivn as to 
Meteors > tteSearobemoreopenandeate) the 
Earth to acknowledge a Sifter Hemi^here % men 
to enter into greater correlpondences by Nbvi^a- 
tion> Ans to be delivered ot cboie nuraculoiii| in- 
ventions of Guns and Printing. Then were the 
Sciences reftor'd to their fidrmer luftre> in GcrmM- 
wf by Rftiehlin and JgritQlm^ in Smnjrtimd by 
ErMjhn^Sj\tiEH^MHd\Tf lamMcerznd%AfdkMm^ in 
SfAin by f^ivts , and Nehijffn/is , in Frstfct by 
FdiiT znd BtkUms y in Ital} by Herm^MSy Pb^ 
HtUwiSy PiCHfy and the Greeks who fled thither 
lor refuge from C^nitdmbuflti and laftly in alt 
other paru of the earthy by the meanes of new 
Chira£kers and! Printing. We formerly obTerv'd 
out of Plmsrcb tbac> befom the revcintion hap- 
pening in S^crstefi time y it vjras not lawfnll m 
Crticc to advance any thing of AArolojQf > ta 
ftudy the Mathematicks 9 or profefle PUloopby. 
Thence we are, now to coniider what capadty 
maybe allow'd thofe, who, fnflfcringche heft 
Authors to moulder away in Libraries y nude 
life of no other GrMmmdrlMS % then Grdcifmm 
Barbarifmtis and AlexdMder diP^Ba dei; no other 
Rhetoricians then jitpilUfius ; na other 
Philofopjien^ then Cingolftis AcfafcHS^ Fwrafcv;^^ 

B 4 ^xi\ 
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and PctTMs liiffMmis; no other HUlorians, 
than the ^ FdfcicuUu Tcmprum ^^t\d the ifef*- 
ther of Hiitorii^ ^ nor other Books In ,Mathema- 
^QJ^ tiiap the Comfof MsHttil^ and ibt Jtcpheants 
j^^kifda^' V^hai could the GrachtTuriAns ex;9e^ 
fipin; chcicy. but Barbarifms like that ot the 
Prtclij .wOQui toe ^x/r* of Sentences mencion.<; 
baptiziiy,^r infantS) In nomine Patris^ P'}1'^^ & 
.SflritfM^ElM} ,\yh4t could Philofophcrs f>ticl 
.th^tev-l^t fuppofitionsA ampliations) rcUri^^ioDs > 
fophi^x^ obligations, and a tabyrinth ot fruit- 
leile ^nketies^ coniprjebcnded under tbetitloiof 
Pj^I/i^ i<9£icMi4}r-^o (hat read 

H^o^s T^ whac^tefcainment ha^ tb^y but that 
orfidiili^\aas ul<» tt^ A/!fr//Vi,prpphecy, Sr, 
.P4/r/Vi(^;Purgatory> y^^ 1 osHtif^ Ammon's 
Q^i\\z4 P^fi3t?4n , .;^xii abundance qf fucb fabu- 
lous i;(a(h and cfanipgry^ as now^ 

•■ 

Vj^fnerlcrediuunljiiimnondum Are Uvantnr^ 






/l^rindfed is it any thing extraordinary> wbea 
they afe commonly accounted Magip^ns that can 
produce tiofes and Summer- Flowcis-.ifx the c'epth 
of Wintc/Vjbatthcrfpgi^lhnt men,whp have been 
leenJikelbmany, Stars (bining in that dark and 
}4elanc|)oly night , ancl'haYc darted the inflti- 
encet of their miraculous Learning, in che cold* 
e() find trbnieil fedfon of tetters , have paiT'd to 
us under the fame Title, through the over eafy 
belief of thofe who firft miflook, then repref<pited 
them far fucb. Bat alalTe what fliall wefayof a 
ibrt of empty unballafled foules, but that they 
may be ^1y weigh'd down any way by an errone- 
i>us pcsfyf^CiQt^ y which is as copUaqit an atteiw 
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•JtfiC pf ignorance^ as a (hadow is of the bod)') or 
:pyieofvertue« n. 

' J^nd n&vY \yc hive bpt a flep to cbe fourth caafe 
^ inrpicion which ia(\eo$ on ihefe great perfons , 
Lkins> from Ign9T4ncM cochac oiCr^dMlhjff which 
ciiiiyadiiiics abundance of fucbthtngis, as chough 
improbable and rupcrljiicious> ordinarily, fall and 
<bllow one in the neck of another. To it>aVe t hi.? 
mo(^ evidenc and apprehcar)ble> we mm begin 
with whai wetind related in^ lii^Je Xreatifet 
w^iclu^.* ^g^li^t Bi{hQp of ^/^i. jnade in the 
yeacofChrilt %ih^m^ c^e extravagance Qt' the 
people ttijpi\, who belcev'd that thofe couldlro*^- 
Dl4p.{he aicandraifetjUPpeils, whoi for that rea* 
ion) in t.be..(irLl cb^terx^r the Capitularies of 
Cbmrlimal^fiCy and i^ifiir tjie I^ci9Mirey3s<i.^A\zdy' 
Tcmfefianlyfivi immiffofuifemf^fi^itHm. It wa^, 
it fecms> the commtHh' .4nd, by a many i ftiffely 
niainrain'd opioioO) that*clicre were in his time 
certain p>njurers> that had the power to make ic 
hail and thux|der> ortOTaile tempeil^ as often 
and when they pleaPdrfo to I'poil and deOroy the 
fruits of tbeearth; which fodeliroy'd, theyafrer'- 
wards fold to certain Inhabitants of the.Councrey 
of MagoMaj^ who everyt. year brought-^ ftiipstho* 
row the airvco carry away thofs prot ifions. This 
was grown into fuch a yulg«r article of faith) that 
the good Bi(hop had nwch ado one Avjs to deli- 
ver three men and a yto^an out of the clutches 
of tl\e di(lra(Sbed multitude, who were dragging 
them to execution) as having fiUen out of thofo 
(hips^ Tbe fame Auchout relates &irther in tho 
fimebook> ^hat tberci>eiiigaigencraU mortality ^^^ - 

amono Caide, especially. OxeH) (whereof there ^|^^^ 
died fucba iMiniber.oyer>ll.EujQpc> xJaivB«Uef^n.^^, 
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rt!t ihauahi fit to trice notice of it in hi« Additi- 
ons upon NlchalM GiUti) the more ruperllition* 
ibrt of people prefemly imagin'd, thit one Gn'- 
ma«id, Duke oi BtmviMt., and agreic enemy of 
iiiArUmdl^re had lent amanymen with veoo- 
motit powdcM, which tkef O^ouldfotterupand 
down the fens, fields^ ind inio fprinps: Inro- 
inucb,(hat this holy :ind judicious pcrfon> 'ceiog 
abunduice ot innocent people d^ily hiojetli 
dfowa'd, andeiireamly perteciKed for ihis hm- 
plefable, cnd(hi:bookfullofiDdign3rioo, with 
ihiJ cxcellenr Icntcnce ; Ttuitd j^m fiiiUhid •p- 
frtffu miftrnm mtutdMrn , ut nttuc ftc stfurii rti 
treA^uaur a ChrifiutMif-, tjiuUei lutH^mMm unttdMd 
crtdttdiim ftierdt tjftlf^uam ftuiitrt Pd^xmi, 

Theleand the liluiF^blcj were but the Pto- 

legue to Romtmtei, nrhi^h came iipon the Hagc 

immedliteiy after, in thctejgneof I^wwibe D&- 

itmairt (in (vhofe time the Bifhop was Bill alive) 

sod maltiply'd fo flruigely by the igirarince of 

tiutaoe>eiliiy) icfecms, Uy'd afleep byanyab* 

fiudiiics> [hough c>'er fo extravagant, ihic all 

tbofC) who meddled with the hillory of that 

vxaty would needs, to tender it more pleafact} 

imaWMve iiivith abundance of fuch rebiion«» 

This u TCry pertinently obfenr'd by ^ certain Di- 

^inciwho inj^cnuoodv confeffcf i that, ftutrtd 

„.^j^ . Mta'ujiurMm flHrium vh'ntm-, ve! y«UMt ^fitdMm fim 

'ct3f<tA» !•"''*''' jintplicitja ^ Ml in etarvrmm virtrum gtjUt 

J/M. feribtnd't ft m'min ex'ftlimrini tlt^Amfi .itlft M »r- 

luuMm (ut pMtdiAMt ) fermomiiffnerHM fiCHfd, vel 

• allqmid rarum fimUt tidmifcerfK, dr e-ttft'^tKMer 

vers ftiljit c»mmiutrtiu. Na/t foch reptitatioil 

tdid tbefe bookt %kia ckit id the yeir i s^fi, J»mt* 
^^ttMg/mtf Biihop of Gmwi, Hmw <^w Vroety 



a 
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faAM$l€lH0rCMMs call him) firmtrisy flttmhi 
fwilsj itmml certffitnifm ftucri &pmJkmih ycc 
wt)o!p imcnciOD rras certAUily 0^9 cboi^tfic 
to'imrodoce tfaac %le into the £f r/#y!4/jrif £ Hi* 
ttorfy and fo wrica G§Ld€n Legeitdy whereby maay 
dtrouc and piont fonis were edified, till the late 
Hcfccicks began to mecamorpbofic ic in a fovc* 
faigne PMfnsffneUfmiy purpofely to affronc the 
Cachbiickf , and nndermiDe the foundtf ioes of 
che reference cbey pay thofe holy^buc pecnicions 
Relicks. 

To cbe yanicy of cbefe Komaoces we are fur- 
cber obliged for all the fiilfe relations which were 
Toon after fcacct red among the people^ of che mi- 
raculous Qnu%(misoi SylvfjteryGrtgarynMicbMl 
Sc0tmy R^ger B4C9Hy Petir i Afon9y 7 Mity and in 
a manner > all xhe moft leaned of thac cime^ 
Tbcfe proved excellent entertainments, till the 
year 141 5, when an infinity of other fuperftitions 
began tofwarm, giving (as it were) acei&tion 
to the precedent. And thefe we ha^e thou^t fie 
to particularize, to (hew it is no miracle> if the 
great knowledge of a many of that time occa(i<» 
pned millions of ridiculous ftoriesand fiAionSf 
when the zeal and good life of the greatcft Saints^ 
% the condnftK courage ofthecrtateft Captains 
and Commanders hare met witn the fame fate. 
Mor does it amount to much^ that fomeof their ' ' ' 
books have been condemned asconjuringbooks, 
wheii amanyotberS) whereof the very readme 
raffici^ily clears their innocenoe^ bare met witn 
as little favour. We may inftance in the three 
propofitions made t^ the famous Chancellour o£ 
the Univeriityof Ain/, Gtrfm upon the Rnmsm^ 
fT the Rpfe, smd ibcjaiBcment of Jsftn lUnlln, % 



^mous Doctor of the lame UnivcHicy upo 
of OgerxYv^pamef wherein tbcy affirm ib 
thours as ceitainly damn'd as ever judos v 
they died wichoac repentance, for the n 
i|od renting: of fbch pieces. 
:: Laftly^ thoogb it be alwayes m9re raciona 
oommendable, foto interpret* as to give k\ 
fenfe to every mans writings > than to im 
them, 'andcoexcafe.than to aggravate) to a 
cmhpuriibiT'Wic4i<thQre, who wordiip not 
fm^ Sun, but with affront.^ and imprecation 
can we notv bat mike this Chapter full v 
with the explication of the Jaft canfe of the y 
^umayy wfatehi to do Truth ^rigbt, is m 
eMe, but th^ negligence of Axithoors, on 
their want oif civcqmfjpeAibn md jtidgeme 
the 'compo(ttion?<tf their wotb. For wl 
they have an ttdi'> to fwell them with lefTe 
iriey or prove tn: tome degree what they hac 
iindeirtaKen,' oemakedlentattpnof their re; 
or char thofe -foonrdthe beft enrertainmen 
teception, who were fulleft of flrange and 
culous adivencures ; orla^tlyi were to fotri: 
to beleeve all things they have fo outvie 
another in the allegations of thefe fabulou 
riv, that the impertinences of old Romano 
fooleries of -I know not whatbooks, the u 
i* Wto- bid wives^ and foclj fiAions, as tho*c of Lu 
tjiMde. Ditlogucf, 'tn&J^ilm^s Mecamorph ofes, 
thefe Authoucs taken for irrefragable Demoi 
MiuUg. tionS) as being ^Xbrt of Writers, Qui cQtn 
i.i. €, 7» 0mmmm oflrngms, &.iMy qm£ itUm • i vlUjfin 
SMy & jeriftM {mM'f'Mh lm§v!d jmUciiferi^Mfi 
/nfi0MtUKt »mnim , tjmm uefcimii'frofirre mi 

Sue it nen k <|iiiighatd aid ipeSasci^xxxc^>is 



u|^ too cedtousi co (hew by a large ccnfurc .. .> 
on all.chore tbic have written on tbiii* lubjeft » 
fW ireeciomC) every one took to difcourfe . ..^ 
;berepfat random aria to interweave abundance 
'jf iii?jull tales with the moft certain and vnde* 
tyable Truths. For this we may bring to the . • 
Uar John Ntder , Jdrnts. Sfrenger , and Hanj ; 
'MiHt§ry the Forrner confeffiog ingcnuoufly 
^.agiinil [I] Trlthtmim MdMo/snms , who made 1 ig igab 
lim Judge upon the Witches oiGtrmdnj) that ff.in Bitti- 
vhitfoever he had faid o'thcm, and other Ma- *'^-^^'s- 
,iciani in the laft book of his [m] Fcrmtcdrlum , '*' 
\vhichisas it were the LeaYcn of all that bath ^j Jy^^'^fj 
t>ecn faid Hnce upon that Subject > he had learn'd 
trom a j udge of the Ciiy of BtrfiCy & a BcnedlSHno 
Monk, who before his going into the Order , 
lud been y NccramamcHS , Jocalator , Mimm , 
& Trufhator dpud ScchImtcs Prtticqes infignii & 
exftnus. The two other have faggoted together 
i'l.nfiany floriesinto the MhUchs Mde^carHm ^ 
»vbich came abroad in the year 1 494- that Vni^ 
V' had fomc rcafon to queftion w'-cther ihey de- 
'crved any more credit then thofe brought by 

ll^e fame judgment may be given upon a ma- 
ny ochers who have foUow'd rhefe as it were by 
:hc fceot , whofc milcarriages yet arc not fo 
coofiderable as thofe of lome latter writers , and 
particularW of tha^ eminent man of France^ John 
Bodf'n. Thi sman, having>with a miraculoijs viva- 
city attended by a folid judgment , treated of all 
things divine, naturall and civilU would haply 
\\iyc been thought fomcthing more then Man, 
Diy fomc Intclli£cnce)had he not left fomc tracks 
of his humanity) in his pimonomMfle, hand- 



u ab. M^l^n e0iiSdJnidi^ jmdmfmfts jMdich. But 
Jeftrigb. tomakechebeftofir, wefnayiay> that cbitereat 
ing^auicy more tben ordinarily Tcri'd in the holy 
ToDjgae; was a licrle bdocted ivich the Learning 
2Biuiia§ of che XdiktMs and TkslmudiEts > ^pilbns^ as che 
likf^m Jefnit fBfrtn^t&xmts^ b9C litrp tamvUkntr oiU 
^^'^* MSmy mdd€$sfdfiksTiemrMt ^Hdm di BvMugt^ 
thmh Whence tfe mayeafily conceive chat this 
Book, and that which rniir made of the im* 
pollores and delations of DeTils nuyfland for the 
ctfo exrreames in comparifon of che mean wh)ch 
fiiould be obferv'd in judging of the truth of thefe 
things , and che inc^ricy of the principal! Au* 
thors, who firft adTanc*d chem. Bv this meaner 
we are difengag'd from the reft, wno, by fabn* 
lous reports, and the little judgment they dir« 
cover in this Dilquitition would have us emorace 
the Clouds of their imaginations inftead of the 
realljfi'M, and thereby engage us to a recanu-* 
^ tion of ibch an abundance of childiAi and fpuri* 

ous Opinions , as are demonftrative areumenrs 
that our Minds may be much more juftly faid to 
aeep than to fly ; and that, to be refcu'd from 
thde Chimera's, they muft be fet at Libeity, and 
abfolucely polIeiPd of their full right , that fo 
they may freely do their duty, which is to refe- 
rence and acquiefce in Ecclefiafilali Hiftpry, to' 
difcourfe upon natnrdlly and to be alwayei^dottbt/ 
fulloftheC/z///C 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Tfagiritoroaftef v$m mithgr Amhar mcr tr§m§tn 
i/Geocick, Xbifx^xp^tr tudsmfulllAM!^^ 

WE haTC indeed maiiy difcoveries of the 
che nimbleiictfe and fubcitcy of tbac 
Cmperoar's wit, tf hofe infamy for bis 
ApoAacy oucvf eigh'd the rqpucationi his many 
Vercues and perfc(^ans ocherwiie 9 which were 
wholly particular in him > had gained him. But 
me chinks he never made a greater exprcflion oiAmHsmk 
it then at PMritj when the Subtle Orator Dtljhi^MtniUiBi 
Mm^ having accuf^d betore him Nnmtrlm Gover-i 
nonr of LdngHoUc^zxxd perceiving he had noc fiif- 
fidenc tellimonyto convince bim> cry*dout, at 
it were In indignation^ . that No man would ever 
be found gailty if he had no more to do then to 
deny. The word was no fooner out of his moutb| 
but the Empe^our JiUImm jucficioufly reply*d> thac 
n§mMifs innocfHcy wMi ftc$in '^ if idri accufntsottf 
Jbo0ld bi ddmhtidfir fr^^fs. His meaning in thac 
witty retort was, that the impeach't are not al« 
wayes cciminall » nor the accuiM puni(hable; and 
that to condemne a nun and to lall the verdure 
<lfbui Innocence, there are other proofes re- 
qmr*d then that ofaiimple word, which argues 
oftener the ignorance , rafhnelTe , or paffion y 
of fome envious and malevolent perfon, then ic 
does the guilt or delert of him againft whom ic is 
dircfted. 

This certainly catmot but make fbmething foe 
ill thefc renowfned pcrfons 1 who snnft needs 
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be cruQi'd by the muiticude of their Acasitis ^ if 
wewcreoblig'd, asCmIians> orforc*J> as were 
anciently the ^tfiKfir« Tribunes, rather to count 
the futfrages then to exanvine the reafons • or it' 
StniCA had not fometime given us this ad\4ce> 
which wc may now mikc hjc ot for their defence* 
Nontam btni cnm rebus htiMdnis geritfir^utfKeliorti 
f/urlbHS place4fft.B\xt he who by a diligent reading 
knows lipwtodilcovertherea ityofthingi, wil 
not chink chis multitude fo conHderable. For 
as lorac Captaines areg^ad to fill their. Troop? 
with Rogues and hedge Birds^and force armes up "- 
on Boyesand pcedces to give the enemy a check 
upon ine- firrt appearance ; To theT/Wwof Li- 

*■ ■ icraci ri,itod enemies of all learned men make n c 
of lucU another Stratageme.and level ajainft their 
Famcjthc authoi ity ot a multitude of wretchec'Sc 
Vulgar Souls with certain plagiaries anj* cut* 
purlesof writers. Thcfe^ like the Potamcmik^ 
Philofophers think nothing good or rigljj , bnt 
what is judg'd fo by others, fee not but with 
Speflaclcs, astheX^m/^) liaVenooihcrc'onhs 
then the cait ones of their Maficrs, asthcpee- 

Ge ie ^•^^^ folk>\v no othcjr path then what is the. 

u^if^r. «^ott beaten ) like fo many (hcep, and in all 

• - things re'emb'.c tliofe re'ij-ioiis Difciples o^Ty^ 

tkdgcrMS Mfui ijuos tatttttm opnlo fr^ludxatM 
foterdtj m etiam pnc rktUfii vdlctt AuihctU 
tas. 

I fliall not therefore flandtofiftall popo?ar 
alfertions of the Mapick of i he ancient Philo'o- 
pher.^. {\'c\\sii\\cTcZcr0Mftes Orp/yetuy Pjtha^c- 
roiy DemocrltH:jiti6oihzii\ but, having treated 
of ir in generatl) defcend ftbw to patticulars % 
^nd make chat good ofeTery^one ; which hath 

been 
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.l>eea prov'd of all cogecher. With chu caution 
nevertheleflfe > thac ic is doc my incencion 
tQ purine the defigneas far as any thing may be 
iaici ot it » if a man would undertake to write 
whole Volumes, in defence of every one of thefe 
'great perfons* For when we have once examined 
the opinions of the beft Authors upon their 
do£lrine> whatever may be added othcrwife, is 
not produced fo much tor explication as tofweU 
up a Volume, and make thofe^ whofeStooiacks 
cannot bear fuch repetitions, fay what they do 
of a many otherst 

£t vetercm In llmo randt cectnere qucrelam^ 

This engagment cannot be better or more fitly 
begun then with the defence oiZsroaH^es^ a per- 
fon repreiented to us> as the livin^ ijpring and 
originall of all Magicians, neither more nor letfe 
then Caift was of murtherers, Nlmrods>i TyrintSy 
NinHs of Idolaters, ^wd Simon MMgus oi Hcre- 
uquesj through the opinion of the Abbot Serenm 
in [c\ CajJidHy 6{taU:aftttu4y StXjfprUnj Pereriusc Colht,^. 
and moft other Do£lors> is much more probable. ^•. *'• 
Tbey hold for certain that men (hould not ima-^^^j *• ^ 
fine any other Author of this perverfe ancl un- y^J^- 
iavvfull Magick then iJ^r^/^, the fworne enemy ofpe idohr. 
y\l the Creation , who made ufe of this GeotlckJ^amt. 
ong before the Deluge. For^ as Enfebius p^^p^ 
i>bferves, the innocency of the firft z^tSEvaiigd,^. 
had not bdeh defird and corrupted with all thofe ^« 7. 
lain fuperftitions and ceremonies, if this jealous 
■writj envying the hopcd-torfalvation of man- 
rind, had not bent all bis forces to enfnare chem 
i% deeply in this Magical Idolatry as they were in 
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ill other exoibicaocies and iniquiticf , which in 
time fo £ir prevailed orer vercue, chat God could 
do no lefle chan fend an univerfall Delu^ to 
cleanfe the earth from all thole abombationf. 
But the waters were no fooner returned into their 

I lace) butthisfpiritofprefumption) this Beelx^ 
nbj Prince of Flies, be^an to renew his prafiices, 
and to lay the foundation of his fecond Monar- 
chy in thoTe weak minds, which are moft eafilj 
taken, and emangled in the cobwebs of a multi- 
tude of fufpicious operationsdRran^e facrifice^, 
and mag^call fuper Aicions. It if not mdeed pofli- 
ble to particularize and tell juftiy* who, of all the 
men ot this fecond age of the world, was the firft 
inftrument of this fatall enemy of Nature, to di- 
fperfe his conjurations oyer the habitable eartb^ 
as we find them now received and praAifed. 
xift.jo^ Whence we may charge -P/iy with a double 
r.i)^ errour, where he treats of this Subjeft; one, in 
that beingi^n Efkurcdn as well as Lucrctl$uj 

Et mundnm hhUb credfns revere moveri 
^iftnra volvente vias & Iticu & snnl'^ 

t% he <]1>^nly profclTes m thefe words, with no 

ak.t. lefle raihncQe than ignorance, Per ^mm hsud Jnth 

decUratwr , naturd fotcnttdm Id iiM9que ijfe qu$d 

De$$m vocdmm ; he had not recourl'e, as theCbri* 

flians and Piatonick Philofophers , to the firft 

Authour of Magick , who is no other than he 

whom we have already defcribed, as may be fur* 

^ thcr^ were it needfulK proved by a paflage of P#f 

pTrfp. E- r fbjfrim cited by Enfcbiui, The other is, where be 

•'^^* affirms Zarodfies to have been the firft Caterer 

pia^iiz'd Up and brougV^ it into cftcem tnool 
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men. This> how unlikely focver, is received with 
' fo liccle dflicuicy by all that have vvriccen after 
hini) chit fiitf or none have taken the paitis to ex- 
amine chat propolition ; which> as it is grounded 
chiefly on the long time it bath been acktiow« 
led|gea> and their authority who maintain it ; fo 
is there but little reafon it (hould be received as 
infallibly crue> when P/iV^ himfclf wonders, how 
the memory and precepts of Zoronihs could 6e 
preferred fo long time^ he havbg lived^according 
CO one Eudoxmy whom he cites tor it, (ix thou- 
fand years before FUto. Nav, if we allow the o- 

Einion of Ptrerlta and fome Moderns, who make De joag^ 
Im flonri(h in the time of Nlnus and Abrahdmyt.i. cm. 
yet this age we have fo flender an account of, and 
the things faid of it) fo loU in the Labyrinth of fo 
many ages, that it were more ingenuous to c6n- 
&(re our ignorance, than preTumptiioufly to ai« 
fihn Zoroahesy of whom^ 

Ad nos viai tennis f^m a ftrlabhwr Hmtrdf 

CO have been the firft of all Magicians. Adde to 
this, that the little knowledge we have of him is 
fo difguiicd by Hiftorians , that we can hardly 
jneetwith two or three, who do not contridiA 
^nd confute due abother in the hiftory of this 

perfom 

For if with Tbi§dortP and Agath\ax we call iii^^x%^ 
him Zarades. he will prcfenily be confounded, Stm.^l * 
by all thole Writers who mind hoc the order of 
tioie and Chronology, with otie Zaratasy whom 
J^/fiMrr& makes Matter toPythsgaras ; with onc^'.^^^ 
ZshrM^HSy mentioned by jMLalchUt (who is n^ o- m\. mSiki 
ther chaa Ptrfbjms) in the Wc oi P}tbiH!w*i \"^'^*^*^' 

F 2 i"^ 
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'. Stro^ ;ind with one NazutrMtusy whom fome in Clemens 
*^* Alexandrlnus would have to be the Prophet £«- 
kjel. Or if we will allow him the name of Zoro-^ 
afiesy as the moft common, yecwill there be no 
leffc difTiculty togueffe which of the fix men> 
who were of the fame name, was the Magician, 
MiHger four whereof are named by ArnobiHs j the hft h by 
Eclog. ad Suldasy and the fixth by Pliftj. Further, be it fup- 
^y^foi.c.j.pofcd that the true Zoroafies was well known 
among io many, yet muft weallowfomewhatto 
SlxtHs Senenjisy who mentions two Kings of that 
name, one of the /'^ry/^*/, Authour ofiVifri^r^j// 
i*/4f^/V/^; theotherof the B4ffr/#r»/, firft Invcn- 
li^.iS. loioi x\\tI>]ahoHcall : fomcwhat to Rhodoginnsy 
f.x^. ' and diverfe others, who will allow both Nations 
but one Zoroaites for a Law- giver* that according 
to the common opinion of all Writers, endea- 
voured to perl wade them that he had received his 
LaiYsand Confiitutions from a cri tain Divinity, 
whom he called Oromajts. But, what fliould 
make us yet more dilirulifuU of what is Taid of 
him,is, that the fame Awthours would perfw^idc 
u:;, that he was the fon of that Oromafisy or ylrl- 
I'b A ^^^if*^'> \\htiz:is Plutarch^ themoR confidcrable 
riiine anl- ^*^^ of Antiquity affures us, that Zorodftcs meant 
thit^^Tt- nothing elfe by thole two words he pronounced 
mm^, fo oftcn,than the good and bad Daemon, to which 
he WAS wont to refer that miracu'ous order 
which is obfervcd in the conrfe of Nature and 
revolution of all things, as HeracIUus did lo har* 
fno>iji \ AfiaxagoraSy lo mind ztid wfmte\ EmtC'* 
docles^ to j)'}cnd\hlf and debate \ and Parmenidesj 
to light and darknejfe^ This the lame Authour 
conhrms in the Treatife of IJts and Oy7m, as alio 
J>!o^e»es Laert'tHSy BriffoniuSy Calcagm^zndPhl' 
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lelphus-, who would not difparao;c their judge- 
ment lb much) as to heap muUitudes of fabies 
and contradictions one upon another, to xeprer 
fent this Zaroafies as the Prince of M.^gicians. 
For indeed there is much morereafon co think 
him, that of Philolophers and Profeffours of 
Learning, as, when we have refuted the errour of 
this pernicious opinion, we Oi^all make appear. 
It does indeed fufficiently undermine it ielf by 
the difcord of thofe that maintain it, and the at- 
tendant contradictions, as it ordinarily happens 
in all other lies ; yet, to blow it up, and to apply 
a remedy as foyeraigne as the dileafc is invetc- 
tecate, we muft reduce all thcfe opinions to tour, 
principall heads, and, in the particular explicati- 
on ofthcm, flicw, that there isnorcafon in the 
world, why this Zoroajtes (hould be rcprefentcd 
to us, as the firft and moft eminent of all Conju- 
rers and Magicians, 

The firrtfhall be that ©f G{fropfu SecMffM^ 2s ifiG/ittiek% 
being chceafieft, and needing no other folution 
than to be underftood and propofed. For that 
Zcroaftes was no Magician , he endeavours to 
make good, byalltdging it was ameer fable, and 
that really there never was any fuch man ; which 
right he does not onely do him, but Mercurim 
^ifi^^gifi^^ & OrfhiHiy deriving the Etymologitf 
of thcfe words from a certain CimmcrianJ] lan- 
guage in ufe, as he faycs, from the Creation to 
the Dcli^c. But while he chimerifes on that in 
liberty of conference, there ftils from him a mani- 
feft contradiftion, ©bferv'd fincc by PatrlciHS^ in /« Magld 
that having maintain'd the nej^ative as an uiide- ^^^^of$fM^ 
nuble axiom , he afterwards indifferently coti-^^- 
founds d!i$'Z0?fi4jfcs with' Jupfcct oxvt o^ tW^^^tvi 

Mj^^. f 5 ^'^ 
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But this opimoD) if true, v^rouldin fomc fort 
tfTce mth the fecond, which we are now to de- 
duce^the promocecs whereof cndetYOur to prove^ 
That Ch4m and Z^^^fifs were buc ooe perfooy 
according to BcrofnsyDldymHS o{ AUxHndridy and 
the Author of the SchoUSUck^HlJtorj^ that Chum 
was the firft that exerciled Magick after the De^ 
'fih.h lugC) as is a0irm'd by the fame Berofns in his Hi-i 
jfiory ; and that> this grantedi it is to be infert'd^ 
that Zortaftis after the reiiauration of che worlds 
firft began to foil mens minds with the foot of 
bis invocations & forceries. Naj)they (Uck not to 
affirm that the (irft bepradifed them on, was his 
own Father, affirming, thac'tbe only motive that 
Noiih had CO thunder Tuch a curfe againft him> 
was thar the other had by his Magick lo bound 
and made him impotent, that having, atitwere^ 
loft the prerogative of his nature, 

Infomuch, that afterwards he could not get any 
children, either on his wife or any other, as is lo 
clearly and methodically fet^own by Berofus^ 
that we need not feck that contradiAion in his 
Hiftory, which is falfly impoled upon him by ^m 
F«/.7#. firdiir in his Cenfuu, Whence it comes to pafTe, 
that many keep a coil to have this opinion of the 
firft Author of Magick maintained, not only upon 
r he account of Bnofmy who indeed is the mort an- 
cient and venerable Hiltorian we have left, buc 
alfo thofe of Gug^ry of Tomrs^ and St. CUmentj 
(the two other principall opinions^ who <, ra 
flrengthen his authority, fay, that Cfmsot Mifm 
rjf/m , the two eUkr (oas of Cham vycne (ir^ 

t uactC^ 



iiam'd Z0rosfie/ > whicb figniBes oody JJvu^ 
StsKTiy in acknovfledgemeac of the miracalout o« 
poradons vvhich cbey eflfe£ted by this Difcliplinc^ 

Bac if vve fcfionfly confider the ftreogcb of 
thde proo&i we fl^all at laft find, that the two 
latter are no more probable than the former, and 
that the whole we& of the Argument hath no 
more trath than likelihood , as is not hard to 
flievf • Forfirft, as to the three Auchours^ who 
make Chum and Zor^ajtes but one and the fame 
perfon ; Patrieins , who produces the authority u mo^ 
of the fecond, immediately addes^ that it defertes FbU$j0fk^ 
no aedit) as havinjg no ground of reafon or pro- 
bability. The lame account doth Piraws ^e 2dg§, 
mike of the authority of the third, who fayts^c,!]. , 
that NiMMs fubdued Chami who was yet alivcand 
called Z^rosfics^ making him» accordmg to the 
opinion of fomc,Kin|of716r4c<; whereas Jirj?/« 
amrms, in the beginning of his Hiftory, that the 
Z^rodfiis that was overcome by Ninns was King 
q( the BdBrlans. According then to the calcula- 
tion of this Writer, Cham mull have lived,at \czRy 
twelve hundred yccrs, fincc -iV7»i^/ was contem* 
porary with Abraham and Melchifedccy whon 
St« EplfhamtiSy relying on the tranflation of the Hanf^ iSm 
feventy Interpreters , places 1 1 oo years after 
the Flood> to which adde the hundrecl years that 
Cham liv'd before;it will be evident,that he could 
not be overcome by Nlfmsy ualefle he be allow'd 
to live twelve hundred years, a thing notafSrm'd 
by any Autbour. 

Nor can it be probably faidithat notwithftand- 
ing his fathers cur{e> he outlived him by cwo hun- 
dred and fifty years, and his brother Scm by (ix 
hundred. , For as (o Btrofus , 1 tldu^ It tccaOci 

F 4 taov^. 
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•more pardonable not to credit him than thofc 

. that preceded him ; fince all the books publiflied 

under his name> are nothing but the extravagant 

imaginations oijinmns a Monk o. Vlterbo-i^^ hath 

a vbA. been well obferv'd by [a] Fater StdfuUffJis^ bW!- 

VbU-- veSi fcl (jorofiHS',[6'\ V€rgaray[z\ GiralduSylC] Ga- 

^^^^'^'^^fparykrenHs, MetchlorCamsy and divers others, 

^difclpl ^^^^'"^ authority is of greater confequence againit 

cij^.18. him, than all that [g] Pofiel^ quern mfaniaj laith 

c. i.rfrCi-[hJ Scallger^, a communi iavidia Uterare detety 

•w^ could fay to keep up his credit, as making ufc of 

d '^••^•''him, as a Baic on which to ground the learned 

^^^!^?^'^* Xr/rm^/ he daily fanfied tohimfelf, upon the 

c SyntfiA' happy conquefts of the univerfall Empircv promi- 

fie Drh fed thc French Mo'jarchy. 

Gm.'/««», The fame anfvvcr may be made to the fecond 

/^^;^^«^''pj.opofition of the contrary Argument, \vhich,Uil- 

■£j^ lyuotcd up bytneoncly autlorityoV Bcrojusj would 

j; /-'^.i.//(r prove Cham to have been a Magician. There 

ioc.rifeol. nccGS no more than to deny it nn'.efle it be meant 

^'.^^^•^'^^' of natural I Magick, or rather thofe Sciences, 

^Letrk'. wherein Delno faycs he was inftrii(fted by his la- 

^^ c^ili. ihcv Noachj which name bethinks corrupted by 

* L'lf.$. *Pli/jy into that of jiz,onnch^ who he affirms to 

*•*• have been thc Mailer of ZoroafteS', as f Bodift ob- 

t [^"w^'^j fcrves, that he changed that of G^f^hala mtojo- 

..^.caj^. ■ >^ff^f, orJochahlU^ Authourof a ceriain kindof 

Magick. And yet there is not much to be br.ilt on 

that liirht conjc^nrc of Delrio , fn^e \\hat he 

v'lfq.MA' ^^y^s a'r>robitcly, that, Cham & fMi e]ti< magtam 

i**./.i.t.3. bonamedoElifHntaNoach canr.ct be any waves 

underUoodot this 2^^r(?^iff/, whoi<; reprefcnted 

to u.'^ as a moll eminent praftifer of Magick and 

Nvxromancic. 

N(C;ri7ccds there any othet anfwer totheflor^ 

c8 
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of the Magick which Cham exerdfed upon his fa* 
ther, brought upon the ftageco confirm the fe- 
cohd propofition. For fincc wc have no other 
Anthour tor ic than Berofusy fallificd by the Monk 
of Fltertoy there is no reafon to admit it for truci 
and make it outlive the credit and authority of 
him whofe it was, feeing, that if wc look narrow* 
]y into theoriginall of this relation, and take oft 
its mask, we (hall find that it is grounded upon 
thecurfe pronounced by the Patriarch Noahin 
the ninth o\Genefs^ MaledlElHSfHerChanii4nyfer^ 
V^sf$rvorHm erk ^farnhns fms. Whereof though 
thccaufcb^ clearly .:.icldovvnin the fame place, ^. 

yet Berofus^ the Rabklns^ and Thalmnd'fis muft 
needs glofle upon, and metamorphofe it as they 
pleafe, butwithadoftrine lofiat, and concepti- 
ons fo concradiftory and tantaltick, that they may 
ferve , beyond any thing I know , to convince 
us of the truth of what LaEtamius faycs , Hac J»divi»Mri 
tnendaciorHm n^tnra eft , u^ cohdrere non fojjint. '•J'^'f U 
For if we credit the former in his Hiftory, we ^•^' 
muft withal 1 beleeve that Cham ufed certain 
c;harms and forceries, to make his father unable 
as to the ail of generation. It the Rabbi [n*] I. w n vetirm 
in his Commentary on Getiejisy that , like another >« Gtnef. 
SMtwny heguelt him of the partsneceffary for that'•'^'J•^' 
s^a. If R. to] Samuel, thatheflieWed him fuch a ^Jj^JJ'jJ 
naflv and abominable trick, thatI(hallbemore/.i.cfcr«^ 
render of chafle ears than to mention it , and nolog. 

5)a(re it by, as Lattr. Valla did a word of the like ? f* f^^^^> 
ignification, Malo l^norarl-y quam me daceme co^- ^fxpx^ 
fffci And laftly, it we refer our felves to the * *^' 
[p] ThalmudiStsy we muft grant that Cham in* p Mdm, 
curr*d this maledidlion for all the caufes co^e^ 
iher mentioned by the Rabbins> v^\Aiy^^\vw^ 
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parcsculariz'd > to (hew > chat chough ZttMfles 
ihould aflumeCir4w*sperroD> yec werechereoo 
joiVice to condemti bun for an Enchanter and 
Magician. 

Having therefore difpatch'd that , we come 
now to cufcover the errour of the third opinion> 
which men have had of this perfon : according to 
whicb> many have thought him to have been iSng 
of the BaBtrlans^ becaufe JhJUh feems to be <^ 
their fide^ when fpeakingof Ninusy in the firll 
book of his Eph^mcy he (ayes> Ptfiremnm iUi til^ 
Inm cum Zarosftre Rcge BatkriMmrum fuit^ qui 
jrlmus dlcUnr artes maglcM ihvcnijfcj & mimdi 
frlnclfUy fjderHmq^ motns iiligtntiffimi ffiBsjfe. 
And yet tdis Herculeap pafTage, which bath been 
ahvayes quoted> to caft down the good repuuci- 
on ot Zoroafies at his enemies feet^ may eaiily be 
refuted by die contrary authority of Dtodorms SU- 
cttlusj who fayes, that this King of the BdStrians^ 
againft whom JV/W made wary was called Ox/- 
artes. and of whofe Migick, neither he not Oc^ 
pMy who. according to Arnobiusy writ his partica- 
lat H'ulory, make not the lead mention* Nor in- 
deed does JmJUh fpeak of ic> but under the cauti- 
on of a Hearf^ y and in fuch ambieuoof and 
doubtfull expremons y that not fpecirying what 
kind of M^ick this Zorodftis was Authour of> 
there h nothing more obvious than to conclode 
from the con equent words, & mundi priftctfls, 
cmlij, m9tns dUlgentiJ^i ffe&djfe y that it Was 
meanc ofthepbilofophicalland naturall.Whence 
it is certain^ that according to the fourth and lad 
opinion> which the moft referv'd have had of this 
Z^idficsy he wa$ an excellently knowing mao» 
iirelJicqmimcd witbaUtaaancr of DUdplines> a. 
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fubjeft of liimsy comemporary wicb Akraham^ 
and by coanciey a Chaldean, who having been in- 
liUii6ied by jtC$Mch'i one of the Difdples of Sim 
or HebiTj vf as fo earnett in the cnltivacion and re- 
fiaoradon of the Difdplines loft by cbe Floud> 
char he became the moft eminent man of his 
cime^ and writ a many books, of which Smdm 
fayes, Four ticated of Nature, one of Precious 
Stones, and five of Aftrologie. Tothefe Plif^ 
addes fome of Agriculture, ^ndMirMfulMUzuor in^i^^^ 
tber of Caldaick Sentences, which he laid he had MUr^ 
in his Library, wich Commentaries upon them f mm* 
in the fame language ; one part whereof was firft 
printed at Pmth, and fince ai^ented by JP^rr/- 
cirn , who digefted it into the firft part of his 
Book, De MagU Philofofhicdy alluding^n all pro- 
bability, CO thac of Zoroajtesy which certainly was 
onely naturall and philoiophicall. Nor is it hard 
to inter thus much from tbofe (hreds which we 
have left of bis Ajfh§rlfms and S^ntencesy which 
are ib far from beiog guilty of any thing of dia^- 
bolicall or fuperfticious Magick, that , on the 
contrary > Steuchm Eugubinm , in his fo much 
cri'd up Book againft lofidels, Atheifts, and Phi- 
lofophers, makes ufe of them ever and anon, to 
prove and maintain the myfteries of Chriftian Re- 
ligion. Adde to this,tbe improbability that SyrtM* .^^ 
nui'i the moft learned of all the Platonicks,would 
beftow on them a Commentary of ten books, as 
Snldds aflRrms he did ; or that Mdrfilius Ficinus 
would dte them fo often in his Book Of thelm* 
mHiftslitj of the SotU^ and Picus draw fifteen of his 
C^Klufiof^tkamcty if they had been firai^t with 
fo many triviall and fuporftitious thbgf 9 fudi as 
many have im^'d toein^ oonmr| loCo^ t>v^ 
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nion of the fame FicinHs^ AtirMinUy and PUt^, 
Theiirfl of thele liyes it down as a certain max- 
ime, that 4 Zaroaftre^ omnis munnvit Theolog^rum 
vcterumfitfiema ; the iccond openly confctfes in 
the defence ot his conclufionS) that that Magick^ 
which ttudies the perfeft knowledge of Natural! 
Philofophy was firft brought into vogue by Zoro' 
U MMx^ ^ites 8c Zamolxu; and the lalt tell us that the Ma- 
^^ gick o( Z^roafieS'is nothing bat that knowledge 

of divine things wherein the Kings ®f Perjta cau. 'c 
their children to be inftru(fted , ut ad exempUr 
tnundana RilfHb.fuam tffi Remfuilicam reg^rc cdo* 
ccrentHT. 

To make this good weight > we might adde a 
many Authorities and p auages out of the bef) 
fDiXfc. Authors, wercthey not already produced by 1/ 
^^f^r^^^-Brifomas^ [t] Bulenger^ \u] Philelfhus and [x^ 
* ^^jjr //tfi^ww, who have made a faithful I colledion 
y^ ^, * of all that can be laid, to prove that thefc Mages 
u convl' of Perfia and ChaldM^ were only priefis and Phi- 
vioY. /. X. lofophers, and their doftriiie an excellent Theo- 
X ?hih' j^oy grounded upon the worfhip and adoration 

fiph. Bar* S r • i^- • • 

vmca.Lu ^' ^"^ lupreme omnipotent Divinity> as is perti* 
*nently oWcrv'dbv the Learned Mahcr of X^fi^^^r- 
tlusj where he (ayes, that Eorum Mugornm & 
tl§ijHio it negdtlo^ frimtu Hdfihdftes vernm Deum 
meritd mdj^dtf frofe^Httarj et Angelas Mini Uros 
& nnnciH ach fid ver'h ^)^s vinerattoni novhajfifte* 
re. Whence we may well judge thar? if Plinj 
describe this Hoftanes (fo excellent a pcrfon in 
the judgment of Arnobius) as a famous impoOor 
and Monnrebank , Zarodfies muft needs meet 
with worfe handling from him and others, who 
ihmVino itafliameto be 6eatenoutof thepk, 
iv/Z/yeccok^epthu (io Ytm^^vL^<^d o^^Ai^on in 
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>1 tY) fly to certain impercincoc and fimple bbTer- 
racions of tbe picfages of his Nativity, the jcourfe 
>f his:life) and the manner ot' his death. From 
hence they would conclude, forfcotb, that, his .; . . 
au^hing when he was borne , tbe beating of his 
>rain, fo Arongly that it forc'd back ones hand ; 
lis twenty yean lolitude , and the fire from Hea- 
en which confum'd him for his offences, are> 
were there no other reaions ) more than an- 
bentick proofs to make him a great enchanter 
nd Magician. This indeed may leem fomething 
•robable , to thoie who look on all Securities as 
ood and lolvenc > who will rececivc any mony 
lOugh erer fo bad, who mind only the fuperfi- 
ies of things, & qmomm nufquam fenetrat ad imi^ 
HAUlHm. 

But fincc we vciv& try what we can pick out of 
lefe proofs,we may antwiv^to the firlithat there 
; not any one can afTure us that this laughing of 
Wodfies happened precifely on the day of his na* 
?ity,whether when he was afleep or awtke,whe- 
ler by the pcrcuffion of the Aire, or only an agi- 
ition of his lips all which one fhould know to 
}dge aright of it.But to take away the prodigy &: . . - * : 
rangeneffe of this accident, HiffocratesitWs i^s lib/de Seg^^ 
lat Children, affoon as they arc bornfeeme lo tfmel^. 
lugh or cry as they flccp; and that, waking, there f^^^- 

I a conftanc viciffitude of laughing and crying 

II they have paffed forty dayes. This might 
ive happened more particularly to Z^roafiis 
irough abundance of Spirits , and confequcntly 
OT, which refcning him from that humidity 
lat is common to others , caiuf'd that aSion in 
im, which might well fignifiethat he ftiould 
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OBt day prove a Tcrygretc mint bncnoca Magi- 
dan. Ic if indeed a QrcumOaoce hach ever 
been choose rcn fDanaate? fo cbac it ^ve 
McUi* 4« yi^sii occaficm co iay 



JUgi Jg^ hnttc mtMfd, Did nee Jt£0Mta cntili ejt^ 

For tbofe wba laugh To foon are ordinarily more 

'Afbmi^ adive and liYely^ or as Hipfecrsies calls them 

ihSiS*^' .^ft^fiJnfoi, chac i$> foch as have a certaine nim- 

bicnelk and viiracicy ofifpiriC) and accordingly 

five greater hopes of their futnre eood fortune > 

chcn tbofe ivbo are ft upi'd> flofr> and whofe (pirics 

are dull and beayy. 

£«^ 7# i* Nor (hall we need, if we may truft fiugj^, cron* 

^^* ble our feWesto derive any greater prelage frooa 

the motion of his Br sine, it being ordinary in all 

Children newly born to have a certain cavity 

about the brain-pan where the fagituU futnie 

meets with the corontll^ which is cover*a with a 

grofle and thick membrane^ about which, at leaft 

till ic be convertsd into honey a man may eafily 

tfigtpcs peroeiyei ^//W^r^^ii (as the mod Learned ^m« 

tfiUUf. tomtit Riolatms hath obferved in his Ofif 

9iS.^xA. ^0^ic) tbeconftant bearing of the brain > whicfa 

haply was precciv'd more ftrong and vehement ia 

ZerHkflesy then it isufually in oiber Cbildreui 

bv realon of the abundance of Spirits and naturall 

h-at, which we have (hewn to have been paxti* 

cclarin him. 

LaO^y, it anyone will in ferre that i?0r#4ilyi 

was 2 M.^o'tcian) becaui'e Tllnj cells us that he 

reniain'dio, year^inthe vVl demirfle, and that 

Smd^ and y^laterrw^ a(R:one th^c he dy'd 



^Miflh^0f MAGIC K. 'ji 

LYiUhaTbimdabolc; he muft alio with the 
bcetth conclude chat Efimnndisfibo liay'd 
ifi 5a tearsy that M^e^i who fpeac the 

fircofmsagpinic> and that all the Fathers 
*4& wcreifar greater Magi d to then tMi> 
they bdftowM all their life tune there : And 
Turns HofiUins^ P^mfiku SmA0j Akrtlm 
t^ Amt^afim^ ^nd Simeon StUha wae ^ax, ■ 
serf and enchanters ^ becauTe they all dy*d 
derftuck. And yet this is not a little injotiooi 
etmthof theHiftory) and to what is ex* . 
y obferv'dof thelaft> intheSpirituall Mea- 
cXStfhfmmmsy where it is fad , that the Ab? ^' ^'^ 
fidian Stilkes incenfing at an tmfeafonabte 
r^ anfwer*d thofe who ask'd him the reafon of 
pdd m^do fraw metts Simnn i fiUfme^de]eUm 
iiy & eceetranpt Amma ejm inmf$u^0 (^r^r- 
f$9Me. Whence may be eaiily .obfetv'd their 
t of judgment , who, upon the dif-fecurity 
ich vain con jcdures ) would perfwade us that 
wsjhi Yiz% thefirft intenter of MigicV^ and 
freateft enchanter of his time, ^/mchcoa- 
nee I have the rather talxnthe troubtetore- 
if to make way for that light of truth which 
are to follow in the account we hate io^ him ; 
I with the fame breath, blow away Ae woofs 
i grounds of certain Authors , who believe^ 
t all the Learning the andent] Ptnlofophers 
pur'd in u£gyfty wis no other then that of 
: Magick and Invoationi of this excellent 
fon» 
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GHAP. IX. 

Thdt OrfhcHs was n^ Magician, 

Umane nature is (b limited and condn'd 

.chat it cannot judge of things fpiritoall but 

by the feniible and m^iteriall ? nor of fubilances 
but by their Accidents^ nor indeed of any thing 
it knows but by appearances^ The onl y way 
tben> me thinks, to diiengage Truth out of all 
.T 7 chefe maskes and difguifes, is, to take as iavBi and 
near a view of them as may be> and, when wc 
come to the weight and tryall of them, never to 
admit that pre judicate opinion, which often ob* 
> liget us to chooleand pieterre (hadows. before 
bodies, darknefTebciore Light, andthemoft ex- 
tra-regular fab!c^' before cenain and authentick 
Hii'lorics'. This we are to do with fo much the 
more dilij?,cnce andcirwunafpe^ticnin this Chap- 
ter l>y ho.Y,much that there is not any thing , as 
Plmarch affirmcs , Aides aiore infenfilily into our 
(bules « or hath fo much charme and force to at- 
traft and inlinuace as the difpofition of certain 
ules handfomely conch'd and interwoven ; fuch 
as, r»; inftancc? tbofe of the miraculous Mu* 
fick of Orpheus y at which we fee, that, 

Ailrdfitur jtifiij^ fe»cj, treplda j^ puelUy ^ 

Narramis coninx fendet ah ore virl. 

To proceed then to a ftri^ and di'pafliotiarc ex- 
amination of all the grounds, which men have 
hadrofiifpeft this Great man, andfirlt Profeffot 
oi divinit/, guilty of ma^ick, we mull build up- 
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dn the foundacions iayd in the former Chapter > 
and (ay with PMrlclus^ thac> according to che 
tcftimony oifhlh^ Jofcp/msy and all thepcft Au- 
thors> the Sciences and difciplmes which had 
been loft by the 'Flood > having been re-efta^ 
bliih'd in the Schooles of Sem and HeBer , the 
firAerefted, ts the Rabbins and Thalmudiih af^ 
firme , Z0ro4ifcs > who had been inllruded in 
them, and who might be one ot the Sons or Ni^ 
fhewsoli Cham , endcaYOur'd fo much to dilate 
and make them flouri(h in his Country oiCha/ddaf 
and among thofe of this Nation , that behd :s the 
knowledge which It] AfuUiHs allows him ofb».FtoW» 
Medicine , and that of Afirology attributed to 
him by St. [f] HIeromej [d] Origen, [e\ Properttusj c Ad c. ». 
\f] Ciceroy [g'\ Phi/elf hus and moft Writers, and ^^^f* 
upon the account whereof they pafPd anciently ^ .'^^'' 
for Aftrologcrs, as the Canaanitcs for Merchants ^^^^ '^' 
and the Arabians for Robbers, we have the Au-c Ub^ ». 
ihority of Averroes cited by [hjPatriclusy vihoelig.l- 
layes, that Phiiofophy was fometime in as much ^ ^^ ^**^* 
ettecm in Chaldica^ as it was in his time in Spaifre^' 
by the meanes of the Uni^^rfity of CordubM^ All ^j^, 
thefe Difciplines were afterwards tranflatcd intoh in ma* 
o£gypt y \y\\zn Abraham, as is obferv'din the^^^P*'*^'* 
Scripture, [/jwcnt down intOe/£^/>r, to fo-^^^' 
journe there, becaufe the famine was lore in the* ^^«- ^*. 
Land. For Jofephus fayes plainely, and [kj }^ in ifitw* 
Plato feemsto agree with him, that during his^'"^'* 
abode in that Countrf, he taught the iEgytian 
Prierts the Mathematicks , and gave thejn as k • 
were the firft rudiments of all the other Sciences, 
which thereupon fo thriv'd and were fo much im- 
prov'd that it became the fpring-head, whence 
the Greeks by long draughts got aU thtu \Nv^iwew 
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and ^cuning) by the travells and pilgrimages 

Orpheus y Thalts^ JpemocritHSy acd Pjth^g^i 

whereof, the firft brought thence Theology, \ 

fecond the Mathep^iaticks, the third Pbyiii 

and the laQ, all the foremention*d with MOj 

Philofophy into the bargain. 

• This IS It we arc now to prove of Orfheus , i 

Rercafter of Fjtfjagoras zr\d Dimomms^ to flh( 

b; an apparant dilcovery of what they were, h 

much they are tniflaJcen, who would Itili m 

then^ no otber then Sorcerers and Mountebat 

lib. ». c.€, por as trf Orfhus-i DJod&ms, SichIhs affirnncs \ 

to be one of the 6rtt that paff'd into c/£j 

!-'l (which happened about the year oi the \Vc 

3 c60)long oefbre J^//;^^<»r4J,who return'd the 
in the tinme of Polycnues , Tyrant of Sam^^ 
the year 3 ^ po. ) and that he brought thence v 
jl him> his li^mptes^ \iis Dionjfackj-, andhisOr^ 

which were no other then thoi'e oUps and Oj 
w • cn\t. This made [m] S^.A^Jtlnc put him into the Ct 
^•^^^'^•^^•terof Divine Poets, [n]yirgil to give him 
n MMcid.^^^"^^ *^^ vettnKntofa priclt where hefayes 
him. 

Nee non Tlyretclus longa cum velle faardoSy 
Ohloqj*itHr nnmerij fcftcm dlfcrlmina Vocum 

o ?»itp. So \o\ EufebiHs gives him the title of the gr 
Kysnt^. ^ crt M.Utcr of Thcologie* [f] JuSUn and [q\ A 
r o»* r^f r- ^*^^^^^ ^^Vi^z u?,rhat he was the firlJ that advaj 
knnax. atL and propnf'd the names and facrifices of the - 
ncxcs. tient Gods , :.nd reduced their Theologie into 
s\ A;ol'Z-^ der , not only in his Hymncs and Books li 
f'^^'""^'''* mentioned, out in divers others which Su 
Uycs be madcj of the My(!c'ics of the Trio 
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of the ociolr rtafon of divine things, of facred' 
Conferences V of Oracles, and ol Purgatiofe 
This aavc ftntarch occalit^n to call his Learning Sympos.l.^^ 
SMcred^ Momuch y that diverle C.icholick'2«- 3. 
DoAors have been of opinion , thac it might be 
very ferviceable to refute the Religion of the 
Ancients, and confirme ChriHiancy. Aniong 
thefe were St. [/ j ^H^u/H^ff, [t] EufcHus, [u] J,^^;J;;;'^' 
MdrJUms FicimSj [x] PicMs^ \j] MofellanHs, L^] Manch. 
JPablurPMlimsy and the Learned Divine,^/^] St en- 1 r-rte-J. 
chus Eng^binHs^ who, with great diligence and i-'^'^/r./.^^, 
a commendable curiofity, hath made a certain" f'f'-/^ 
^if/f/(if7 or parallel I between the Doarine of^^Jj,^^^^^^^ 
Mofes ^and that of Orpheus^ thefirlt Philofopherxj^/jpi^^r* 
and Divine among the Greeks, :is Zoroaites was it in con-- 
among the Chaldaa^sy and TrlfmeglFtHs among ^^''Z- 
the t/^gyftUns. In'^uVuU 

Thc'c Authorities Ihave'beenthc rather ^^' lik^i^^^ ' 
clin'd to funme up togcther^to (licwjboth by the z Hcb. do^ 
number and diverfity of them , what accourit wtmddJ.j. 
(hould make of the molt part of our DatmonOgra- ^ ^'^' ^?* 
phers , who mu(l needs be guilcy either of Igno- ^^JlJ^y^ 
ranee or a huge prcfumpcion, i.*- they knovV ^oi^.^^iic. 1« 
Or efteem not the judgmenr of fo many great 
perfons, tjHiyUt rstlonem tJulUm a-jferremi if fa ah^ 
toritate nos frangerent -, to court and embrace an 
old fatle, and the dreams of doting Ancicimry* 
And romakc the madneffe compleat, they "think 
they have ground enough becaufe they find it in 
PaafantASj who fayes, that fome were of opinion, ti Pcll.Eli- 
th \z this principall Divine among the Qrceks was ^^^» 
a Sorcerer and Magician, making it their buPnejOre 
to retrive the Story & dreis ic up,as they plear«| fo 
it contribtite any thing to the opinion they would 
either introduce or thaintrfne, yet do 1 t»t:xtv^t.\. 



with any of all chofe chat maincainc this excratz- 

gance ^ hath made it reach further then U Lojir^ 

rfr. 4.^?, in his di SfcElrisy where he fayes^ that the Orfkc- 

* otelil^A were lo called from Orfhus the^reatcft 
^ Sorcerer and Necromancer that ever was^whofe 

* writings contain'd nothing but the praifcsof 

* Devils , as of jHfitcr Alairor-^ Damon V^indiXy 
^ & extirminator \ oiBacchns^ his Matter; of the 
^ Satyres, o^PhaMrosy who in my judgment was 
' that Lucifer whom we believe turn'douc of Hea- 

* ven ; the originall of the Gods, allcdged by 
^ jithfia^oras ; unchaft mixtures of Gods with 

* men , (blazoned (ince by Homer and Hejioi) 
^ which indeed are nothing but the copulations of 

* Devils, with Sorcerers , fort he generation of 
^Gyants; andlalUy, the initiations intoBac- 
'chanalian and Diabolilcalg Ceremonies, 
^flirowded in oblcure tcrmes, notunderflood 
•evcnbythofe who were of the Magicall Frater- 

* nity ot the Orfhcotelefia. 

From which paffage it is eafily con jeAur'd, that 
the chieted argument and motive to conclude 
Or;?Ar/*i a Magician , may> according to this Au- 
ihour and the reft, he drawn from the rharmes 
and fupcrlVuionofhisHymnes, which, in (omc 
lenfe rhey may be taken in y or fome expofitiob 
may be V/^ving them , containc nothirig but 
the names of infernall Spirits > the order of 
their facrificeS) and the feverall Ceremonies and 
fviflFumigarions requiGte in their invocations. 
Whence many have bin perfwaded^that they were 
a<: crfeftuall in Geotlck^ Magick> as the Pfalmcs of 
David in the Dhiney thcaiverfe letters > Sylla- 
bles and Combinations of the Mercaua in the 
Theurgick) and the xnedici^iall applications of 
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P^irgU in the Natural!. Bodln therefore doth jy^mmom. 
nor un juflly chfarge MlranduU with too much fu-/. i, c.^. 
pcrftuioiT> for grounding fomcofhis Condufi- 
ors upon the Do£lrine of this Magician ^ who 
ccrcainely muft needs be fuch, when by i he tones 
of enchanted Mufick , he drew after him , not 
only the moft untraftable Animals, but even 
Woods, Rocks, and Rivers, 

Unde vocalcm temere irtfccuta Herat, 1. 1 

Orphea Sj^lvx. Ode 1 1. 

To this Phllofiratus addcs, that he became Oracu- 
lar after hisDcaih bytheOr^ans 6>f his head>which 
keptin the Ifle of Lesbos, anlwer^dthe Greeks, 
that they fhould never take Troy without the Ar- 
rovves of i/^rri#/^/ jccheAmbaflfadors oiCjrus that 
the face of cheirPrince (hpuld be like his own^fhau 
isy that he ftiould dye by the hands of a Woman. 
But all this amounts to very^Uttle in comparilon 
of what le]Loyer aflfirmes of this perfonjthac is,that p^ spin-n 
he infticuced the Frarernicy of the Orfheoicleftjt , 1 4. c, 3. 
among whom Bacchus hwid anciently the lame 
place, as the Devill hath now in the Affemblyes 
of Magicians, who have, derived all thcirfuper- 
iUtious operatfons from thefe Orfheotelefta^ This 
puts him into an a(toni(hment, that none ot 
atlthe Authors, whowrit upon chat fubjec^ be- 
fore him, made noufe of that proof to convince 
the followers pf Peter d^ Afono^ and VnierHSy 
who deny there were any Magicians anciently,and 
laugh at the homage which they iiy they do the 
DevilU For he obferves that what was fung in 
the Orgta,SatoeEvohe,is atilwerable to the Shouts 
and exultations of Magicians HkrSaha,i S^b^vt-^ 
^dthuMacchnSy who was on\v adv\V\vV*^^>^* 
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vill, wascaliM 54^i«/Mr, bccaufc o^ the Sahat of 
conventions of ihz\c JSjcchandllanWicRSj where- 
in after they were initiated, they were wont to 
i ay ? / have drunks of the Taiour , and have eaten 
cftk^ Cymbal^ and ft^I am admitted. Le Lojer 
would ha. e this to be lb explicated, that by the 
CjTirbal wc fliould underUand the Cauldron ot 
Balcn, which they madeufeof? as the modern 
Maj»icians do.to boyle the little children they feed 
•on^and by the Tabouret Goat-skin out of which 
^hey drew thcjuicc andquinteflencc todrinW 

This wjy the manner of admHCon to the 
Ceremonies of their Bacchus , vvhich were lo 
uafly and dctelhble, thatX>rw(3»/?/:^;y«hnd, as be 
0"'^ rff obferves , much rcafon to reprove o£fchinesj 
his adverfjry , that in his younijcr years he and 
hi.; mother had been iniiijrcd in them> and 
hid cry*d Lv^e Sabaoe, But for my part? 1 am in as 
acuan aftomlV.mcnt ifi.it hefliould not expert 
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diciiior.s conceptions lo ^ rove that the Orpheote- 
Ic^fZ p:;.c'.i:'J all i!}c Ceifmonycs, common " 
amonr, the M.vjciuis of this time* and conle- 
qm-nriy, th.;t he, who was the la'Vuutor ot them, 
oiv/htto beil-e rather look'Jon, as an l-.nchanter 
and M:«:j( i.^n.For if Rcalbn n'iay moccratc the ex- 
ceil.: of :hte Symptoms, may wc not by the 
Wciy, tri:c-v afn.ir.e, that he gives the nameot 
Orfheotc'cj^x to all the Prie(tefT:s r.\ Bacchm 
whici ycr appcrtain'd not ()nt ro the Mailers .ot 

con- 
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founded the order of the Knights Tempfcrsy were 
Sorcerers and Idolaters ; becaufe many Authors 
are of opinion , that this Order was abolifli'd by 
Clemcm V. for thcfe two Vices which had infcnlv- 
bly crept into it. And if that, thisalfo, That all 
ibc corruption and irregularity of lire,which hap- 
pens often enough in mod Orders and Religious 
Fraternities, long after their tnftitucibns, mu(t 
rcfleft upon the innocence' andSanfticy of their 
Authors. 

But, in the mean time 5 there's norcafon to 
admit for truth the wantonizing conjectures of 
this Writer upon the relation there is between 
the Magicians and the Orpheoccleftae, (ince they 
proceed rather from an ambition in hini to ftarc 
out Ibme new obfervation upon fo thread-bare i 
iubjefl , then that he gave the extravagance any 
credit. To cure him of it , and to cleare up the 
bufineffc from the bottom, we mult remember, 
thar, according CO all the bsrt Authors, the"Bac- 
chanalianOm^ or Dionyiiack? were firrt inlU^ 
tutedby Orp/;r/// in his o^vn Country, Thracla ; 
ordaining that they {Iiould be celebrated by the 
Women when they were in their terms , meerly / 
to feparate them for that time frosn the company 
their Husbands , to avoid the accidents which 
might happen if they fiiould conceive in that con- 
dition. But finding by experience that they 
were afham'd to be at them, . becaufe it difcover*d 
what they were wont to dilfemble with all 
oflible artifice, and confqncntly, that he flionld 
eforcy,tohisowndifhonour, to abolifti them 
if he did not think of fome remedy , took occa- 
fion from thijs diflike to make them mot^COT^^xjci > 
pcrmiccin^iil women in geftertA to eNL&l6fe^^j«^ 
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uponcercaiQ dayestppoincedforthofe Certmo« 
piej^. In chefe chey took fo much freedom and 
enjoymenc , that^ Wides rbeir Dances^ which 
' (hey regtilaced by the found of Tabours and Cym*- 

balls, ^s alfo by the Voices and acclamations 
which they often repeated Enhoe > whence Bac* 
.chus, who was no other than the Sun 9 was 
CmctczWcdEuhoetiiy z^Sdh^JtHs^ from their run- 
ning and skipping. There were alfo certain men 
h T>t Syr A dlfgnif'd in Womcns Cloaths, who, as [A] LttcUn^ 
Pea. \}\ Columella^ and \KS Eufeblutzffiimcy carry'd 
i Lib. I. the image of the God PriapQS> as the reprefeata- 
k ?r£f. j'jQj, Qf fruitfulncffc, and the produ^on of all 
f^^i^.i. ?hinjs> which OrfhcKs would have highly 
cfleem'd aqd reverenc'd. But it being true^what 
the Poet fay^s, 

Nox^ & jimor^vinumjjnihUmoderabUefH4tdenty 
becaufe > as he addes> 

IHafudou v^cat^ Vina Ventifjj mcta. 

ihcfc facriiwes and Ccremonyes could not fo 
well moderate th^ir enjoyments, nor continue 
the nfe of ihem among iholc Nations who after- 
wards received them into their Connrryes, but 
at laft they were made a cloak and covering for 
thonfands of cheats, bafenelTes, and fornicationS) 
Cum viffum & nex^ & mlSti ftmwts marcs dtdtis 
fit. lit/, f^fterx major/bus dlfcrlmen omre ffidoris cxtifrxlf" 
Dcf.U?. jg^f^ Upon which account they were abfolutely 
fupprefPd and abolifli'd at Home the year after its 
foundation $62. in the Confulfhip of Pofihumn^ 
jilUnsify and Martins Phlllffus^ 

Th's hath coil me thepams of confulting Au- 

tbommuih ipore nvodci^^x^^ivd iv^dlclout chati 
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li Lojcr was, vAfcn be defcrib'd this imaginary 
Sabac oi the Or^tt^USlA^ or Superiours of this 
Baccbick Fraccmicy , to (hew , by the naked 
truth and (imple relation of what was done in 
thefe OrgU and Dlonjffiackjy how little reafon this 
Authour bad (unlefle his great learning and vaft 
reading may Ibmewhat excufe him) to make fuch 
a ftrange mecamorpholis oiEuhoc into hsr-Sabaty 
a Tabour into a Goat which was fuck'd to the 
very laft drop, and little Bels and Cymbals into 
great Kettles and Cauldrons, wherein they boil'd 
little and newly born children. He might have 
hit,if not more tortunareIy,yet more pertinently, 
if be had reflected on the Bowls, which, as Pku^. 
JanlaszSitmh the women, engaged in thefe Sa^ 
cri&ces, carried in their hands; or the Goat which 
gave ArnobiHs occafionto fay, fpeaking to men 
who troubled thcml'eWes with thefe Congregati- 
ons, AtciHe^mvosfUnos Del numineac m^ieftate 
doccatUj cafrerttm recUmantimn vifcer^ CTHcntd^ 
tis aribus dljfifatls. This had been much more 
proper to prove what he faid, than what he re- 
lates of the Tabour> or yet the pafldge of i?^w^- 
fihems juftly reproving j£fchiptesy for that he and 
his mother were initiated in thefe ceremonies, ae 
that time much fufpedled and cried down for the 
reafons before mentioned, obfervcd by Ltvj^. But 
as Hercules overcame not the Hydra till he had 
cut off all her heads, fo is ic nothing to have over- 
thrown this firft Argument, if we cannot do the - 
like with three others yet to com?* fince that the 
leaft of them remabing entire ^tnd without an- 
fwer, were enough to maintain the fufpicion 
there i s, that Orpheus vvas a Migieia n. 

To beriu tbco with that whertvtk tVit^ l^^^^^v 
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his head became an Oracle, and gave anffrers in 
ihc Ille of Leshs, I ihallnotftick at the dothz 
may jo;iiybc made, vrhecher this flory be trnc, 
though ali the Authounr fpeakof ic with much 
contradiction, fnce that, it being fuppofed XTxacy 
it makes nothing againlt Orfhens. For the mira- 
cle happened long after his death , and confer* 
qnently it was not he th at fpoke thorow his fcnll; 
but the Devil undercook to give anfwcrs in it, to 
advance Idolatry amongll bis creatures, making 
this head to rp:ak,as he iisce did that of one ?«« 
lycrittisy which expifed in the Market-place, fore- 
told the t/Eto/Uffj ihn tbcy (hould lofe the bat* 
tie they were to fight againft the Aehamdnians^ 
Fhlegon. Ttielike leai: he alio did with the head of one Ga^ 
iib.dem- tiniHSy which after it had been retriv'd out of a 
ptw "^^ Wo^ vcs throar, did, in a long Poem, fing all the 
tf.ti.^* mi -fo-tnnes which (hould happen to the City of 
Btfn.Svm. -^^w. Tie in-crence will be as pi-ejuciciall to 
^.dertrfr. the two *.i!t as to Orfhens. Were it not madneffe 
to fay, xhii Samuel bcinj{ dead anfwered the 
witch, the Abbot r/ij^Z4*, St. Germany andano* 
iher St. M/tcaire, thac is, that all thefe holy per- 
fons were Migician?. For it muft be thought, 
that as the Angels fpoke under the perfons of thefe 
laft for the inilrnition of the devout and faith- 
full ; fo the Devilythe true Ape of all divine ani- 
ons made his advantages of the former, the more 
cafily to deceive men, and involve them in an 
abyffcof nzw worfliips and fuperftitions. 

This granted, our next b jfineffc is to (Vie v the 
CafihdiY. little rea'on r;,c»-cis to beleevc that OrpA^v/v^ii^* 
KBr.Ep'iH. tis Mnimnl'tlmi imferfivu^ ^*?'*/lS^ fX^H^^^^ eontemftis 
/•*'V3«. pafcuis^ ada^d-endlepHlitsiHvttMvlt. Thisertour, 

as wc Iuv0 oblcrv*d in iVitfttft OMi^x.t.t y^c/%^ 
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fcom this, thac many times men take Poeticall 
Fables for etident Trttchs;and the literall fenfit of 
their writings y for the allegoricall and morall 
which they meaot> as may be particularly ob(er* 
ved io this fabulous mufickof Orfhem. Itmuft 
then be underflood of the civilixation which hit 
Laws wi:pught upon favage and barbarous people) 
rediidn«; them toquiecand better conterlatioDf 
it we ts^ the fecurity oiHoracey who rayes> 

Mvefhis htmhesfdcfr intirfrefjj Deanfm^ j)e a% 
Cadiim^ & viSbifcsdo dcterrmt OrfhetUy f9tt, 
Diitm,pt id^ Itmre tjrgreSyTAhidoft^ f4ones^ 

which is airo the common explication of (o)2>/Vis o Or^r; ifa 
Chnfojtam^ (p) Boccace, (q) C^fwderm^ (r) jMa>^ Bm»§. 
criiiut, and ( i ) QuitnilUn^ Ic were therefore J^'^^JJ^* 
impertinent to cndeavonr to explancthe feven q jjUf.%^ 
feyerall r^afons which (t) Fabiw PaullmH would €p,4i, 
draw from the Philofophy of the Platonifts, to r ULb.tm 
prove this motion of thmgs inanimate pofliblc in/*f^ ^^^ 
Nature, fince he confe(fes himfelf, that he propo- f ^j* i 
fcs them not, but to cxercifc his learning j where- ^ .10/ 
as, had he advanced lerionfly, and as true^ Delrio t mhd§^ 
hath fo fully refuted them, that there were not jw^«»> 
now any ground to receive them as legitimate j •'^' ^» • 
befides that, their main drift was to (hew the pof- 
fibility of that mufike, which certainly is a ver][ 
weak proof> and in a manner of no confeqiiencei 
it we conf^der with Afulelus^ thac^ "Hf^i ^mms jif$i0^^%;] 
4jH£ fieri f^uerum fr& faBis hsbeudd fum. 

The conje61:uie they would draw from hit 
/TfiRf^/ would be more cooiiderable than eitho^ 
of cheprecedenc, if wewere obliged tofoUc^^ 
rhe gloffe atki inrerpretatlon viba^ \i^vV\ Vs^iti^ 
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Li*, lie made of it by divcrfc perfons, cfpecially le L^er^ 
^Srit. ^\^ ^ill^ I hope, pardon me> it I endeavour to 
prove) that he hath oeen as unfortunate in the ex* 
plication of his Hjmms^ as the Metamorpholis of 
(be OrfhettileSis into Ma^cians. For, not to 
quarrell with the little account or knowledge we 
Jiavc of the Compolcr of them (fince Gf^fetrard 
afifures us^ chat there is nor any one book lei t of 
all thofe old Authours, and firll Divines, fuch as 
Orfhcfss', LhfiSy Mufdus^ PheniaSy and Arifims 
. Proc0ftefin^Sj grounding his opinion haply on the 
. . authority of Cicero^ who tathers ihefc Hymnes 
upon one called C^crafs^ and thofe of FraMcifcus 
PicHSy Seiien^ and Eti^uilftusj who in^enuoufly 
^^ acknowledge that thar Authour is utterly un- 
known taus) we may (hew in two wOrdS) that 
thefe Hymnes conta'm not any thing that (hould 
, bring them into the leaft fulpicion of Magick ; 
whether they be confidercd literally, or in the fe- 
verall interpretations of their alle^oricall and mo<' 
rail fenfe. 

For to (hew that there is no fuch danger as to 
■ the former, we need oncly rcfleft on the indu- 
ftry of this firll planter ot Theologie, who, to 
fttbdue and refine the fpirits of a rough and fal- 
vage people, took the mod effe^uall courfe that 
coula be thought upon, co bring about his enter- 
p-ife, which was CO poiTeiTe chem with a fear and 
yenetaticn of certain Divinities. Thefe he him- 
fclf celebrates in his Hymnes, as well to bring 
them into reputation by his example, as to leave 
his SucceiTours a certain Model I ijts it were) of 
cbole obfervations and ceremonies which ought 
u> be pra£ti;L'd, tokeep up the honour and devo* 

doa of cbeir Sacrifices^ iiibcR.ol tVv^t^ Hji^x^ wt^ 



tdinly m^ny kiiuk. For as the ceremonies ef 
ChriftiaBity> at the prefenc, are not much di&- 
rent one from another) becaufe they relate to the 
ieryice ot one onely Almighty God ; So tbofe^ of 
the falfe Religion of the Ancients, could not but 
be very contrary* and difcordanr, by reafon of the 
infinite number of Gods 9 Idols and Images, 
which were to be ador'd with Sactiiices peculiar 
to every one of them ; Cum ex hoc Divorttm nume" jjb. di De$ 
ro^ (Jinxh AfHleiHS ) nonnuUl fioHurnisvel diur^UySocratii. 
prompt is & occultis^ Ut tor thus vel triJUoribns ho^ 
fiifs^ vcl ccremomifj vel rltibusgatidercftt. B ut t his 
proceeded mecrly from the Height and fubtilty 
of the LavV-makers and firli Divines, who thus 
diverfify'd the Sacrifices, as they law it moft con- 
venient for the people. We have a manifed ex- 
ample hereof in cheic Hymnes of Orphusy un- 
Jefle any one would fift out a more myflerious 
and hidden fenfe under the veil of their Allego- 
ries, as Picfis acknowledges we muft, when he Vr^efat^m 
fayes^thatn lit erat veternm mosTheologommj itaAtolit "* 
Orpheus fuornm dogmatum mj^erla^ fabuUrnm 
tnvolftcrUy & foetico velamemo dijjfimuiavh^ ntfi 
quis legat illius hjmnos, nihil fuheffe crcdat prater 
fabe&as nugafq^ meracijftmas. 

But this Mjthologit once admitted, the CA/- 
mifti prefencly explane thefeHymnes of their Ic- 
vcrall TinEtures and their Philofephers ftone ^ the • t 

Cabalilis, of the Enfoph^nd its Zephirats* Di- » 

vines, of the myfleries oi Chrifiian Religion ; Phi- 
lofophers, oi Nature and its causes ; and Dxmo- 
nographers, of Sacrifices and Con]Hrations. When 
yet there is no ground to beleeve, that Orpheut 
would conceal fomany myfteries, and thofe fo 
different one from aqother^ under the tiusk oC td.^ 
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fables> which can neicher beimcrprcced of the 
univerfall fpiric, or the Philofopbers Roiiti nor 
of the forcenes of Magicians^ For as to the inter' 
pr eution of Alchymitts, we (hall in the enfoing 
Chapters fhew^ that ic hath erer been one of 
their main fooleries, to be deflrous to glofle on 
all things obfcure and difficulty advantageoufly to 
their diiquifkion. For that oi'^b^ L^jtr and other 
Dxmonographers, it wereirratiorall to admit it 
for the legitimate, hnce firlt>we have the contrary 
authority of all the CathoUke Do6tonrs, fpecifi'd 
before, who allow their authority may be ufed to 
confirm the principall points of our Religion. 
Secondly, we are able to (hew thdtthey cannot 
be better interpreted than of Phyfick, according 
to the judgement even of the great Mlranduh^ 
who in the third of his Conclufions upon the 
Dodlrine ofOrphau , fayes cxpreflfely, that Nsml- 
na Deorsim q%o^ Orpheus canity non declmemlMm 
DamonHmy fed natHraiium virtutHm dlvmarHmq^ 
GiopdA^fHmnominM. . This is further confirm'd by 5rrif^^, 
who obrcrves, that in all the Dilcourfes were an: 
ciently madcof the Gods, u»rierthe umbrageof 
diverfe Fables & Metamorpholes, were fbrbwded 
the moft famous opinions of thole who were par- 
ticularly excellent in the knowledge of N-iture. 
Such is Orflr.eus in hi^ HvmncSjwhi. h it we would 
K/tf . 9»<e/2. if^terpret in their tn^e ^enlc, we muf^ with Seneca 
%tfA^. obfervo that the iEgyptians, from whom this 
fir't Philofopher and Divine had dcriv'd all his 
Ic-rning, divided every clement into twopartSf 
one whereof they called thema'c, the other the 
female« Ttius in the earth i rocks andflones; in 
the air, the winds; in the water, the Sea; in the 
fire> flame and thunder > arc held the (iroogeft 

tnd 



.:.^ inoft (orcible pftrcs i and the (ofc and crafta- 
L'le eacth) frc(h waters , the moii untroubled 
i\ire> and ch^leaft aftivefoe? are che weaker atxl 
mof e ienuovie pftts. 

In ^dliidon .(O f bis^ does Orfhrn puc two 
dlitiaA Venues imo all the bodies of the Vni* ^ 
verfe one whereof was delUn'd only to Governc 
it5 Sphere, the othcf to produce the effefts which 
riepended on its pcrteilion. Defirous there- 
fore to I'prcad this do6lrine under the fwe^tneflc 
of his Hymnes, he compoCd them all under the 
names ot his vertues, calling thole he diredJcd to 
crte Earth , Plmo and Profcrflna , to the water 
Thetis 2nd Ocffaf$us; to the Aire, Jupiter and Jum-^ 
to the Fire> Aurora and Phaneta , and giving the 
nimes of the Nine Mules , and an Epithet of the 
God Bdcchue to all the rel), whomheplac'd id 
■;bc Spheres of the feven Planets the Firmament 
and the foul of the World, as may befeenmore 
panictilarly in C^//aw Rhadlginus. xij, 21, ^; 

All which put together may be enough to de- *• 
monftrate > that Le Lojer and fuch Writers have 
been extrecmlymiftaken, when they interpre- 
ted thofe names of a Legion of Devils , and (b 
pictitully charged this Mthor with Magick upon 
uhc Authority <bf Paufrnlas , who fufficiently re- 
liites himfelf) bojj^as mentioning it only upon 
che (core of a common report, and that he falkns ' 
^he fame calumny upon Amfhieny aperfon ex- ^ 
<xllent only for Mufick, e^meafitnio cherdigj ^iOf.t.varU 
(Cajpordorus hath well ob!crv*d^ Thekams mu^ ^* *?• 4o. 
/PS dlcitnr coniidiffeiut cum homines Uh^re mdreidai 
4d fiudiumperfe^ionis erigeretTfdXM iffa viderefitnr 
r^liSkis rufiius aivenife^ To which we may adde 
^jK thing nK)j:a.tbMB;i^y9bli^ ca have fentl- 
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mencs of this great perfon contrary to theirs who 
«*.}V#'« too lightly lufpeit him, ivhichis, thacP/iip^ him* 
felf delivers him out of the Inquifition alter he 
had charg'd a many others^whoie Innocende (hall 
nerertheleflie appear when we come to their par- 
ticular vindication. 



CHAP. X. 
ji yindicatlon tf/ Pythagoras. 

Li> it . T T^d we not from Plntdrch this Character of 
dtmdo ^' X A^Pjthagvrns , that he was wont freely to ac- 
knowledge, that the greacell advantage he had 
xeap'd from Philofophy, was. Not to wonder at 
anything; Ifliould noteafilybe perfwadcdbut 
that he would find much matter for his admiratt- 
on, when he (hould confider how the malice and 
ignorance of men hath fo chang'd the truth of his 
Hiiiory, and the genuine fcnl'e of his Dof^rine^ 
that his life fecms now like that of fome Mounts- 
bank or Hocus Pocus, and his precepts fo fabu- 
lous, impertinenci and at fuch diDance with Rea- 
fon, that a man cannot avoi'd alloniiliment at 
fuch a prodigious Metamorphofis. To reduce 
which to its former lulire and fcowre it from 
that ruit and rubbidge which oh'.cure the Nobleft 
Aroaks y and what ever is mod liV.e and natural! 
in the Hiiioricall draught of this great Priiiofo- 
pher, we need only follow the method obferv'd 
in the precedent Chapter. That is , as Venue 
precedes Vice, and truth falfhood , to (hew, in 
the firft place, what he hath been , according to' 
the true relation of thofe who knew mod of nmn 

that 
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'{hat {^' we may the more eafily judge what ac- 
toadt we {hoald make of all cbele forged ftoryes 
Wbich impeach him fo highly of ibrcery and in* 
chinttnenr> .as if he had done nothing all his life ^ 
to chedeltrui^ion df thofe of his own S^ecies^buc 
deal and trade in> 

QdlciNiid haket Circe^jmcquid MilM venini^ 
QmicqHldttherbarum Thtjfdla terr^^crit'. 

This great i^erfoii borne to things far above the 
btdinary rateof med, and having ji mind, able 
to comprehend v^hat cVer the world could 5 that 
i% fu:nas cbuld not be fatifged within the nar- 
row limits of a City , refolv*d,td go and learne 
■imoflg theiEgyptians S2:Chaldacans what he could 
liot in fai^ own Country , that is , CiremomarHm 4P'fd. 
ittcredendas potent ti^^nHmerorHm ^mirandas vlcesy ^'^''i^' *• 
& GeometrufolcrtljIfimaiforfnHras. Having by a 
yeregrinatidn offitceeri years made himleli Ma- 
herdfall niannerdf Difciplines, he brought, as 
it wercthe Spoiles of^yEnft into Greece, wd par- 
ticularly into the City oit:rdton4 , where he bcr 
gin tdcreft an Academy, according to the order , 
which may be fecn in Gellliit. Here he though ^« «• ^-P- 
fit to com Tiunlcate the precious talent he had ac- 
qnir'dby KisHudyahd travcll, and lay open the 
trcaiiircs of the Encycldpedie, wherewith he was ,. 
foinrich*d, that, not to rely too much.on,tjici 
tcftimonics of LfLtrtiM and Jamilichiu^^-iiiic^ 
rhightSbc thought too favourable to him, jScJiifii * 

^ they have made it their bufineffe td.vmcc*b&* 
Hiftory ; it is not to be doubted after, tnc:gcne* 
rail confent of all good Authors , wheliaycbuc 
juftly been tender of the hofiout 4ndie.^Vieec dxxi 

; id hi f memory, H " "^^t 
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For if wc begin yvi^h his Phllofofh^y ,yft have 
no reafon to doubc of iC) fince he is.call'dby 
ji^Hleitu y Frtmfis PhU^fophU nuftcupatffr (^ cnr 

vuaH dhor^ as well becaufc hcchang'd the name of 

Fiona* ..,«/<i • !_• • J •^ ^ • 

Wtfdomey in his judgment too arrogant) into 

\\i^ioiPhtlofofhyy as chat be was the Prince an^ 

InlViciuorot the/r^/zVi^Philorophers, ^sTka/es 

h?d been of ibe/iV^j ^^Laertlns andotbcrs 

affinne: and that i?f«rcM»> whofirlt-difpeird^the 

cloitdy Ignorance of ij^w^»7 5 hath defignytbc 

fccond Book prbisCabaliiiicall Art) to ex:plaine 

and revive, in his Country, the Philolophyot 

Tjtkagoras , in imiration) as he faycs, of F^iar 

Sta^Hlenfis and Mdrjiltus Flcirusy who both in 

France and Italj bad brought into reputation 

thole of ArtfiotU and Plato. If we proceed to 

tikh,9* Meitcine^ [e\ Lacrtius and [/j Afnlctus arc a 

f ». Piorid. fufficient tcHimony to convince as> that hc wai 

cxcetlencly able in ir. Nor have we worfe fccu- 

rity for his knowledge of the four parts of 

Mathematicks. For as to jirithmouck^oi tbe 

Science of Numbers , befides the tcfliroony ot 

tho!'e two Anchors , we may out of rhouiands 

. pitch upon that of Ciceroy who fayes, that Pi* 

In iHcuUo. fij^g^^^s dcduc'd all things f roua N'-imbers asd toe 

Principles of Mathematlckj , whereto he attri* 

butcdverycreacMvOericS) and give the names 

of certain Divuiiciq?. Thele are explaih*d at 

h IM), di large by [!)] Plntarch and \i\ Calca^nirty who up- 

ifidc& on theni ground the iubdety or that Ancieofc 

?^'!'^* ., Cuflome of giving an account of all things bf 

j^£?i//. lib. ^^yj^^x% , as P/Vw promii'd to do in bis Conclu- 

flons, to re'cHabli{h that Philosophy neglefi^d 
evsr fioce the time of Pythagoras^ who was fo 
\yc\l verfdthecein, that by the difficulties oCk 
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life tryM the ttigcnnky of his Difciplcs* Me alfo 
'gained thereby feme advatitage as to thepradicb 
oi Geometry y^^hz^^in he was lb admirably able / 
that he, [jq firft, brought the Geomccricall in- k Afiltftx^ 
rtrumeots , of the itivemion oiMoeris to perfeiU- enus apui 
od , and Was the firft amodg the Greeks , that ^'^5:^. 
ul'd weights and meafares. Which yer he could f^ Lf'^*''* 
not have done wifhouc the aflittance of that Sci* /.'x. j/Jy * 
encc,. which he ftudy'd with lb much importu*- 
nity » that having found out an excellent propo- 
fition in it, which is the 47. of the firlt Book of • 

£irr/iWv Elements , he was 10 overjoyed, that he 
exprcfl/d his thanks to the Gods, in a Heoitomb, ^foUod$r. 
or Saaifice of 1 00 Oxen. Sufputator 

Thefe two Sciences were as it were fteps for ^;^ ^*^' 
him to afcend to two others more excellent, 
which are thofe of MuJ!cl^ and Aftrontmy , the 
former whereof he muli needs be well acquainted ^g%pi^^ 
with, fince \m] Macrobt$u^ [h\ Boetiw^ [0'] ficl-^^ cap.i*' 
niuy [^] Gafmpuy and [q] Cdcagnin f to omit all n mu^ica /. 
the reft who are of the fame opimon^ particularly *• ^- ^o« ' 
defcribe his indurtry in finding out the tones of ^^y^^".^ 
Mofick , by the proportion he obervy in Smiths,^^; '^ ^'* 
when five or fix bcic upon their Anviles together, p muQc^ u 
The fame Macrehltis^ AthenjitAs and Maxlmm Ty- 1. c. 8. 
tiHi afifirme that he firlt found out the inferiour ^ ^^^Z^^* '• 
and cc'elUall Harmony, whether it be interprc- ^' V '^^ 
ted of the admirable order and Symphony of N^- ^^'^'^r ' i^ 
ture, or of the Mufick which [rji'i?^^^^ T)^^^^sJ?m!ii 
and [/I Kefler^o maintaine there ought to be in fAu dU^ 
the proportionall revolution of thofe Globes and iog. ». du 
great Michins of Heaven. Whence we rnay/*'''^^'*'^' . 
draw an evident argument of his knowledge in^^ ^^ 
Allronomy ; to learn which Jfffiifi ra^^s^^e.>^«iv ^'^ ^^^ 
to%/£Sy!pf ^^ ^Miylon^ and JP/J17 aM tmtt^^'^i*^ -u/ 
' Ha,..,. --^«vW-^> 
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.4ffirm€ ) thac be fir ft demonftraced the obliquuy 
of ch&Zodiack, aod difcover'd the tiacurie and qua- 
lity of the Planet n^us. 

Laftly ) for what cobcernes the other !Sciehces> 
it may be pre^uni'd be Was as well provided as for 
the former, if we may credit Ox//^, andefpccially^ 
jifuleiufy who faycs, that i^^W^r^w learnt of 
the Brachmangs , qna memium documcma , qud 
\ccrporum exercltamema^ quot partes animh qnot 
vices vita y qui dlls m/utiiusfro merltofuo cui^ tcT' 
menta velframU. Adde to tliis, ^he Lawes he gave 
the Inhabuants of Cr^rdM y and the three Books 
\y\\\{,hjpiutarch znd Laemns Czy hewrit^ one of 
JustttHtiofty another of Civilltjf y and the third of 
Nature ; the fame whcreofwasfo great that P/4- 
to hearing that Philolans intended to publiHi 
them , ^ave order they fliould be bought up for 
him at the rate of a hundred minac of Silver. 

This Univerfallacc]uaitance with the Sciences 
gain'd him luch refpcit in his life time 9 that Pltir 
TU^. FWA tarch aftirmcs > he taught at Crotona and Metafom 
/.I. above thirty years wichouc any interuption^ be- 
ing alwayes tollovv'd by above 6oo* Auditors^ 
who, for the ihtcgriry ot his life and eloquence of 
his difcorrfes, took his words for Oraches, io far j 
.^**^ that, as the lloman Orator affirmes, hisautho- 
* * ricy was thought reafon^ and clivers Princes and 
In tht tYM^ Poicnrates of Italy were glad^as Plutarch affirmcs, 
fife,dfrbi' CO take his advice In all affaires* For theic great 
'•f^^y dciertsdidthc people of Metafom immediatelj 
with Vm-^^^^^ his death conlecratc his houfe, callitij 
4iu '^ ^hi Oratory of Ceres -^ and the Street > tbc 

Sacred Street oftheMufes. Upon the lame ac* 
count, the Romans^ having had an Oracle it 
ibi lime of the WaiiSNNvih tht Samnncs^ ih:t 
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they (hould crcfi Statues ^o two men , wherec# 
one had been'the grcate(^ Warriout*, the other the 
wifeft among the Grccua'?^ without any debate 
caft that horidw on Alclhiddes at\d PjthdgorAs , 
ibefirfl having been thegreateft Captain of his 
time , the other ^ain'J fuch reputation through 
all Italy , thTXqmfafienshaberetHrMcontinHoP/^C'^^ 
thdgoreus pHtaretur. _ ^'^. 4. 

But it were an endleffe work to run over all the 
eulogies & honorary tides that ar^ fcatter'd of this ' 

f)erron, in all the Books of the Ancients, Thef^^ 
lad an extraordinary efleen and revei;ence for 
him, as being indeed one of thegreateft Wits of 
all Antiquity* who had thegrcateftcarneflncficj 
for that which is good and honett , and who en- 
deaTOur*d more then any other ainong the Pagins; 
to; reduce mankind to a refpeft and knowledge 
ofafirftcaufej and to draw it out of irregularity 
and diffolution, to raife it to the contemplation 
of things naturall and Civill, 

From the little we have, itiseafyto judge- 
what might be faid in hispraife; we {lull there^* 
fore novv come to an examination of all thofe. fal- 
fitics, or rather e>travagances5 which fome, either 
out of envy to his Vertue or enmity to his fame> 
have infenfibly foifted into the relation of hU 
lite, grounded, probably atleaft, iiponhis vaft 
knowledge of the Mathematicks, and great Learn*^, 
ing. Which once done, we fhall need no jnore - 
then the improbability & impertinences of thofe "^ 

little ftories,co fatisfie us, what diftance they aro. 
at with Reafon , who not weighing the p^roofe 
tbcy m^et with, prelencly believe that alUhe an- 
cient Philofophers , and firft Authors of Sdeuca^ti^xV^V 
aqd DifcipJiiiesr, (iichjas 5ewc4ctLW^Pr(tct^toTes\ 

H 3 yLWi\^ 
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generis humanl-i have been abfol uce Necrcmanccrs 
^nd Magicians. For as to Pythdgoras in panicu* 
1ar> cbeyareloconficienr) that tbey thinic it not 
to be queliion'd alter the inliances of ic> which 
cCdp.iif W^y be taken out of Lcj lamhllcus^ in his lite, 
i^,»S. * id] Plinjy [c 1 TgrtuUUn , 1 1 ] Origen, Ig] Sr. Af^ 
a iJU.iA. £ufiixe, [h] ^mmiaMMs M^cellinuj J dr.d, the vaoA 
^^^w ^%^"^^^^ Writer on this Subjedt, ^i] Dclrloj not 
!^tivfrV topiuimo thcfcgic rhc authoruyof iomc late 
f Adv.cil' Dxtnono^nifiitis^^tiihHsfMtisfASlumjfcfsefiyfzhh 
fitm. 'SdrUberlenJis -, nlfi UbeUo doceam ijHicquid aUcnH 

f!,Wcivlf' fcriptHmlnvenhurj s^nd who accordingly liiflc 
Dri,//fr.7. their judgement with a confufedcolledionot ail 
hub.ti. *^^ ftories they can patch up together vpon this 
H'ft'^. Subjed. Such arc cho(e that are brought upon the 
i iJlf.3' (Ijgc in the hiflory of this perlon, wncreof ibtrc 
Meiaioi' jniy be found in Boiff^ardus^ who feems to have 
*'*• taken more pains than any, to rank him among 

theMagician.s whom he defcribcs in his book ol 
Divinations. From which and all the precedent 
may be infcrr'H, th^i Pjthagcr^sw^s accouneda 
Sorcerer and Magician ; because, firtlhc had liv*d 
lonp; in t/£gJ|ft^ ^r\6 had read the looks of Zorr 
afiesy or.t ot which he might probably have learnt 
rhc properties of certain hero?, \^hich he called 
ttfTMcefiA. CalllcJdj Men^is^ Corifftl:as,:it\d ^fraxls^ 
whereof the two firii puc into water, C3Ulcd it to 
freeze, the two next were excellent againltihe 
Siting of Serpents, and the lafl took fire at a di- 
fiance. He alio in one of his Symbols expreflely 
forbade the ufe of Bexns^ which, according to the 
ftme fuperHition , he boyl'diand/or certain nights 
cxpoM to the Moon, till fuch time, a5,by a flrange 
cflrcdl of Maj'jck ihey were converted into Blood 
Thishspy he did in otdet to wother delofioo^ 
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Tttcntion'dby Ce^lms Rhodlginus, after Snldasy and 
the %<:\\6Rmvi tAriifofhancs in his Comedy of 
the Cioud'?, who affirm thic this Philofophcr 
writ with blood upon ^ hollow glaffe, what he 
choughc fic> and holding the letters opposite to 
the face of the Moon, wncn (he was :n the full he 
fa w in the flaf what he had written inhii glalTe. 
Addc to this> his appearance with ia golden thigh 
at the OlympicV games; as alio, that he caufcd 
bimfclf tobefalutcdbytherivcr A^^j(/)ij; that he 
ftay'd the flight of an Eagle, tam'd a Bear, kiird a 
Serpent, drove away an Oxc that fpoil'd a field of 
Bcins, by the mcer vertue of certain words. Hfc 
was Iceo on the fame day, at the fame hour, in the 
City of Crotona and that ot Metaponty and foretold 
rhipg? to come with lb much certainty, that many 
thiftkhim czWd Pvhagoras , bccaufc he gave as 
certain & as infalliole atifvvefs.as t\u^P/thtaK Ora- 
cle. Thi^ he perform'd by OmmaKctC) wherein 
he excel I'd as we may ghcfle by the fragments wc 
hive of hi« fupcrllitious Arithmeiick, a'ld the 
wheel attributed to himby F/WandC/f//V«#. 

The troth on't is, lam afliam'd to fwell up 
this Chapter with the relation of fo many fables 
and fooleries, fo flat and iilconfirtent withtruth* 
as might make us fay with much more realbn, 
what t he Satyritl anciently did, 

QuiidicertKcrgo^ Jnvtn^ 



Vclquomtncfugertt^ft trnnc hdC m^^n vlder^h ^^'•'* 
TjtmgarM ? — — 

For my part, I think he would be diftra(?ted by 
two feccrall pillions, that is, that of amdiration 
at their ^Mt of jadgen:ict\ts nnVio (^^' o\N\v?\-» 

H 4 ^^^"^ 
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what tbq[ would be loth to affirm of the mpft n 
(prious Cheat and Mountebank that ever was ; 
that of compaffionYot their fliallowncffe, in t 
choice and triallof all thde proofs^ which ir 
Ijlf not by any means be receii^'dipr legitimate. I 

In I It may be generally faid of thenb that it were 

iblutely irrational!, to imagine that acnan, lo 

rious all his life, and (b learned (as we have 

^ prefented him) could fpend his time in iuch v 

iooleries ^^nd le^erdemain/uch as can be no otl 

than theimaginary.produ£^ipns of popular igi 

rancC) and the nialice of bis Enemies and £n 

lacours^. That is a ha^iidfom obrervation of Xk 

peartxa- cliffy NoHenimcArmt dmtUotiim IivorefTdfianii 

^4/./.^^ m^-elut v'lri virtus^ innociHtiJfimd t/;M> egregisi 

flrlffd, ctlcbris fdfmi^, m^fty nihil non toButtim 

Itqucmnt tnvidt atrftorcss Timotty XtnofhdneSy C 

m ! tiffMy J^rfJt^phoHjJiirmifpus^ & dliiquidePjfU 

|» I j^ord ftils tn tibrls mtnddcia flwrlmdfQrlfferr. T 

IS particularly IcvcU'd at the flori.cs that vv 
im I crept into bis Aietcmffjchojis^ and his prohibiti 

1151 of cariM Beans: For as to the Kiftoric5 wh 

concern his Magick, he conceives them lo feig 
and abfiird that he wpuld pot fo much as mei 
on them, in a Bool^, wherein he (hould b 
brought in the greatqft parr, bad he choii<>ht th 
had been any thing of t:uth in thepi, f.nce 
drift of it is to prove a refcmblancc between 
Dodrin^ oiTjih^gnriu^ and the CabdU of 
Hebrews, To far, that he affirms in hisBook^ 
P'erho mmficoy that many Orange andextrao: 
nary things may be done by the venue of m 
bers and words. 

But if the Metemffjcbojlsj or tranfanimati 
'A bich W2S one of the principall points of Pp 
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r«r4ii*s Poftnney if the greaccft pirt of his Sjfm* 
Ms^ his ^philMdoii of eaciog things aoimace, cbe 
main adiotis of hif life, and the hi/lory of his' . . 
deicb) iie (o qioch concroTcned among Auchours, 
whtt cenaincy can wc have of tbefe old wives ' 
rales, txkd H$cu$ Ppo^s tricks, when LMtrtlus and 
IdMiUflicM^bvfc prudently pafled thetn by, initan- 
cing ooe^ in cwo or three of To great a number, ^ I 
and that npop the credit of other Wruers. If 
further their authority be pteffed, for their latif* 
fadipn> and that of all thoie who have accounted 
?jthsig9irms a Magician, we may rationally pre« 
i lime, that they did not put into their Boolcs their 
own opinicxis of that ^r !on, but the faHe reports 
which frotn time to time had been fcattered of 
him among the people, by the malice of Timon 
zhcPhljr/ianicoihcis his enemies, ^mviroaltAsRhodlilx. 
C&¥jfh^ofrofemodum mdgictvamtdtis crimen in^i^^9^(^*T^. 
nfit^ wUierwit. Thus came the fables before- 
mentioned into repuution, which though they 
JuflRcieptly refute tbemfelves, wemayyer^todi*- 
cover th^ impertinencie of every one in pirticu- 
lac, affirm, that what hath been fatd before of the 
.&yptian Magick, and the books of Zorsafles^ Caf.^.&s^ 
moKcir clear, that the voyage oi Pythagoras into 
r.hac Councrey, and his reading, as Ckmens AUx-- 
.iidlrim/^ delivers, of tbcbooks of that pedbn, are 
rather arguments of his knowledge in Phyfick, 
medicine,and naturall Magick, than anything her 
could do in the Geoii<i^ and fuperfticiousw His . 
acquaiptance with the former msy be /{urtbsF ar« 
gued) from his knowledge? as PU^ relates of cer- 
t;un herbs, frotn whicn our Adverfacies would 
derive a cetuin proof fo convince him of Magick. 
Which tbc7 might havc/dbne.wii\itotxuic.c^^xjx^^^ 
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if Fphagtrds hid de(ctibed chem wicb To mnch 
fuperltiuon » as fomecinncs did cheir Aochotirf i 
Andreas md Pamfhilmy io the book Which Gdlen 
laycf ihcy made^ OfCbarmSy and tht comnrfon of 
^SmL^' rArykrnpi Arr^/ ime Dumom^ or had gathered them 
^ under lome ceruin Scar or Planet, as chofe that 

were anciently called Uitbd Dee^uwmm^ forchf 
€A9. f§L reafon given oy Mon(ieur M^rean in his learned 
'**• Comtpenc upon The School ofSsderna. But Tltttj 
faying nothing of them that had any relation to 
chefe vain ceremonies and obfervations, I fee. not 
what reafon they had to make fucb an extravagant 
con je£kare> nay, he doubting withalt^whether the 
book wherein Ihey are defcribed, (lionld be attri- 
iM^r boted to P/fA^f «r4A ortoona ClHmpirih. And 
ifwemnft follow their opinion, who will Have 
it to be his, their vertue was not fo prodi^ous 
and extraordinary, but we daily find as m^ in 
MmU$ws, Bd/ily BawmeiV>rviH, Horehonni, Kitt'' 
lf4MCj Cyfnjiy B$n]Mmm^ and Germanier^2\\ which 
are very good againft the bictn^ of Serpents ; or in 
the leaves of n'iUowsy Vtms^ Lfttice-i Violet s^ and 
H^dter-lilj^ which can thuch more cafily cool wa- 
ter, than thev do the air in Hck folks chambers. |e 
may be alfo (uppofed^ he might put in Sak-peter, 
which is afed m Head of ice. to coot wine in the 
heiehr of Summer. Nayt Fllf^ feems to ^ire a 
reaion of what might be thoQgnt moft hardln the 
vertue and properties of thefe herbs, when he 
iayes chat cne roec of Afnxie took fire ac a di« 
ftance^ as Nsfhte did, becanfe it might be of abi« 
luminous nature, which exhaling many fat 8e m« 
Auout fpirits, takes fire as a candle newfy put otx» 
which is not to be ac all doubted of, after the nia- 
By experteocea of ic, u ^i^ sdsis^^ l^'d<i w the 
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books of [r] Libwlm and [f J AmcQld. ' ^- ^ 

The proofs deduced from this Pbiiofopbcrs p^fS? 
forbiddiog cheeadng of Beans, and the courle be ^i^^^ 
took CO craverc tfaem inco bl€>od, may refuced n^i,^ 
wich as much cale as the pr<;cede^Citince Rhcuclln 
;uitly laugbc acaU (bofe impercinencies, vvbich 
fonfie hpUoiv apd diflocated brains have t'org'd 
iipon this prohibicion> (uch as mighc be that of 
Hcrmifftu IxtLamiHiy who thought Pythdgor^ 
would rather bave fufifered death at the entrance 
into a field of Beans,than paffe thorow it to avoid 
his enemies. But the reaton of the prohibition, 
was certainlv po other than the firB giuen by M« 
A[0y€MMin thepiace before mentioned upon the ^^-V* 
School of 54/(pr«4 ; namely, that Pjthsgoras-iYiho 
commanded his Difciples to li^ down to reft 
with the found of the harp and pleafant longS) as 
it were to charm the foul, and, bv harmony?, to 
hriogicinroit felf; abfolutely foroadethe uieof 
tbacfriut^thc juycewhereol being flatulent jgrofle, 
and of illnouriihrnent, fends fuch vapours to the 
brain as make it.heavie; and divert the fpirits 
fjfogi nundiug the contemplations of Philofophy, 
which were the main buGneffe and enrertain- 
mcntofhis followers. It may bealfo af^Krm'd^ 
that there was nothing extraordinirv in the con- 
veriion he made of Beans into bloocf, for M. Ma^- 
rtf4lf^in the faid Commentary, (hows clearly, tha^ 
according to the principles of Chymiftry, which 
putiimilitude and refemblance for cauies^ aju 
aftion, it is a thing nuy be done and demonftra:^ 
|edbyna<^uraUtearons; In the mean time, letn^ 
man perfwade him(elf from bence^ chat Tythago^ 
X4S e;ver made ufe ot this £//» of Beans y or biK 
maqe bloo^; to write upon bVs WAonk ^^^^^^^ 
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bifiJes rhc little rcxfon there is he (hould rather 
ufe blood in that bufinefTe than any other liquor^ 
u lib^M [ij] C^mpaftelU proves by found reafons that opc- 
"x o*^'/ It ^^^^^^ ablblutely impoflible; And whereas [x] A^ 
Tbiilil iT^ff^ boafted? that he knew the fccrct of it, and 
e.6. N^alU [y] Comes bath written, that in the times 

■y Mjthd. ot Francis tbt Firft,and Charles the Fifth, Oicn 
/•J.f.x^r. incvv at J^/ir/j in the ni^hr, whatever had pafled 
the day before in the CaHle of Milan i the for- 
mer onely faidir to gain reputation, as (hall be 
■fliewn more particularly in his vindication ; and 
the relation of the latter is a pure Fable and Ro- 
mance, advanced by thole who would needs 
^ ■ joyn Magick to the Arms of thofetwo great Prin- 
ces, as hath been affirmed before, of Nlfitu and 
ZoroafieSj PjrrhM and CrafttS'^ NeBanebHS and 
Pbillf oVMacetUn. Whence may be inferred, thac 
whAt ever is faid of this Looking- glaffe of Pytha^ 
goras^ is'asunjuftly attributed to him, as tbefu- 
perllirious Arithmetick^^ and the wheel of Ow 
mancle ; or if he ever made ufe of it, it was cer- 
rainly fome gimc, impoHurc, or juggling trick, 
and, to conclude wirh Suidas^ 'jraiyvtov M lutrSirlf «• 
We may wcUpaffe the fame fentenceon the 
the relation of Laeniasy concerning the golden 
yU.mtM. thigh of this Philofopher, fince Plutarch openly 
acknowledges, that it was a pure Hratagcm of -Pf- 
thagoras to gain him the repuration ot fome He- 
ros or Demy-God, among the infinite number of 
peop!e that came to the Olympick exercifes. 
Which yet does not prejudice the probability 
there is,tbat that golden thigh was not attributed 
to him by the Andents, but in fome alle^riall 
and morall fenfe, yet not fuch.as Alchymifts ttria* 
gfne^who think that PMni^0l%^w.^ ^^(^rf^ Aeecci 
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Si^m^s ftope> tfxi P}tiMg§rai^s golden thigh>ar€ 
tbe true Hierog^ypbicks of cbcir Philofophers 
flone. Buc much more likely ic was, as Calca^mn 
makes ic^ when be fayes, in (he explicacion oi che 
Mnicniar marks of aU the old PhUolophers, chac 
^hnbdgor£ rersim dhd!$Arsim freflum^ & excellcfts lib i4tilK 
iMdicMntroy fcmnr attreum feat. Nor indeed is/-*** 
cberc any reatbn this thigh fliould be taken lite- 
rally) or that we fliould beleeve it was of maflie 
gold) as the tooth of the Silejian youth, who liv'd 
within the^e fourcyyecrs, not onelybyreafonof 
the impoflibility oi it> both in Nature and Kitj 
butalfo forthedi(agreementof Authours fpeak- 
ingof it ; Ibmc, cited by Delrtoy affirming it to Vb.i.c.^. 
be a golden river> which he made to run at the^^'^/^**. 
Olympick games; othcr*'> that it was his reall-^'^'^-** 
thigh, according to [c\o£lian, Plmarchy Laer- c V^r, IM. 
uHsjSiXxi Luclan. But the more probable opinion /. %* 
is that of [d] Ortgen^ that it was oi Ivory ^ it being ^ C^»^. w 
eifie to imagine that it was the natural! thigh of ^^'•^**'^''^ 
PjthdgprdSy which being fair, white and fmooth, 
was haply celebrated byibmeof his friends with 
a fimilit ude to Ivory, a co mparifon we find Solo^ 
m$^ makes ufe pf^ when he commends his Sponfc, 
Thi belly is of Ivorj^ thj neckjs 4ts a. Tower of Ivory. Cap. f . 
Aode to this, that the Gods could nor chink ot a e^ 7* 
ftter materiall to make Pelepsgi fboulderthan 
thi^, becaule of the colour^ and other relations 
there are between Ivory ^ and a delicate and 
fmooth fleflunefTe} fuch as haply was that of this 
lb much ta lk*d of thigh of Pythagoras^ 
. The reputation of all thefe miraculous opera* 
(ions gave occaflon to fay he was faluted by the 
gi^nius of a ri vcr> whidi Lamim faycs was that of '* *»^« ^J* 
l^ffns y AjelUmim ■Djffolns thw ^ Spmn\ ^ 'hxA^f^'^^^ 
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Porfhjrim that oiCdHcafni^ which diveriity flittih ' 
whac accouDc we ihouldmake of fuch a falnUcldri} 
as cannot but be fabulous? nnletfe) co favie tbfe 
credit of thele Anchors > we (hould fay it was 
another politick fleight of Pjthngor^i , fuch & I 
hi\t tczd of Mdhomet J who, hixinghid onetirf 
his Companions under ground 9 had inflmAed 
him , When he heard him paffing by with a ^rcat 
multitude of people J to cry out through a Trunk 
that Muhomi^ wms the gnat ft4fhet fiht fr^M 
the Living God. Which having done with care> 
be was very ill rewarded for it: tot Mahewet defi^^ 
rous the cheat ot the miracle Hiould never be dtf* 
covered, entreated rhofc that were about him to 
marke the place where they had had fo Orange a 
revelation, by raihng there a great heap of liooess 
which they immediately did with Cuch devotion ) 
that the poor fubterranean Angell was presently 
buried under the weight of fuch a maffe and Py- 
ramid. 

Were I not affraid, while I would deliver Pjf* 
thMgoras out of one danger > to make him falling 
to another, and reprefent him as an impoGor and 
crafty PoUtitidn^ to take away from him the impu- 
tation of ^AfMgiei^H J fliould with the fame expli- 
cation anfwer what is laid of his appearance on 
the fa me day^ at the fame hour in the two (everal 
Cities of Cretona and Metxfont. For it being a 
thing abfblutely impo(1ib!e as to men (whofd 
effence requires no lefTe union as to their own 
particular , then fepcration from all other) and 
not happening by divine permi{Iion> as the appa« 
ritions of fome Saints in feverall places at rbef 
fame time ^ as tho!e of Sr. Amhoft^ Agmkdf 
JVUifiUf, s^nd^ffidiSt^ wetmiftc6nclude9 that 





it tf tfOce ChifACla aod fiAion (^Ich 
Wfk the molt pcobable) or chic it vf as dk£ted 
chc :$.a&clccy of Pphf^fras , who caui'd his 
ipftomia^OMJ peclbfi CO be aded by one of his Dif* 
cipVvf CM^ CompaDioiis^ whom be fern 9 in his 
naitni;? CO calke wich htat fimple man or woman 
:r q£ choie cwo Cities. Nor indeed need* 
;reany more co raiie che report of rhac mi- 
racoious appariiton 9 which oi^hc rather to be 
chio reconcii'd> then to have anj^recourfe to fpif- 
ncs abdDsmoas. For it brings viF^th it no di& 
Acuity or inconveaiexKe y befides that Lamtm 
glYCS fuch another inccrprctation of what -fftr- f^Mft«w« 
miffm affirmes of Pythagtrds'i defcent into Hell > 
^t^'Tlmarch of the rales were made of his GoU 
dcm thigh, and the Eagle which he hadfo well 
inHrumd that he made him delcend when he 
WQuid upon his head, as they fay Mahomet did 
tals pigeon . Yet it (bould feeme by his ftory of ^ 

the Baglethat Vj^thdfarjs vfzs well acquainted 
with chat part of Magick which confids in Ligd-* 
twtiy ifvvehadnoclaffitientrearons to anfwer 
whatever may be faid of the power he had over 
ceruin creatures. For if it be objeded that he 
brought up a Bear familiarly in his lodgings , 
whac reafon is there'to conclude he had tam'd ic 
byMagicky fince that, not to mention that which 
was PMrifs*s Nurfe) Of another which St. Corbinum 
made to carry his Luggage infiead of the ACTe 
wborn it had devour'd\ the two Bears, called 
MicAaitriA^tidilHnocfntia^ which the Emperour^/^yjn^ 
KaUMtUUn cauf'dto be brought up in the (zmzHarceU. 
Chamber in^ a manner with ms own; and that 
which SbUrigd Prince of the LkhtkinUHSy hud 
^''^ w come from its dcanc aod Knock at hie 



Chamber door| and receive a teitaiti almesfc^j 
ics nourxflitnenc , wberewith u returned c6 thej 
Woods till the next day chat h cadie again at the 
lame hour; rhcfeare eMv^j I fay, c6 make m 
admire the Docility of che^ Creatures > whidi 
are not (o fav;sge> but the induttry of men is able' 
CO reduce them ? and chat by the torce , tis true ) 
oi certain vvordS) not Magicall and rut>erflkiotts > 
buc ihofc pronounc'd by the Creator of*aU 
fhings, whenJIiefaid toourfirft psitcnts j Havk 
Gtn^ I . domtmon ever the fifo ef th Sea , and evtr the fawle 
eftkeAlrty and over nU the Creatftresthnt ht§venf- 
en the Earth. 

Nor is it worth much cohiideration^ that Fj^ 

thagorai ^ by the utterin^ bf certain words > 

kili'd a Serpent which did abuiidance of mifchief 

in Italy. For Boijfardus^ who cites AriStefl^i 

Authority for theKory , quotes iiottbe Book 

whence he took it? and i( we learch a little moti 

narrowly into it, we (hall find it prove ablbluteiy 

falic 9 as being grounded only on theiV ignorance 

who chanj'e Socrates irxio Pythagoras ^ alid whft" 

take for flcrling a fable rclat*.dofrthc former^ id 

a Book of the caafes aftd profertles ef Eletnifiisi 

ir >vhich Patricifis dcmonHrates falfely attributed 

S2! ' ^^ ArJfiotfe. But this negligence of BeifafdMi 

lib f./.f. might bivc been wellcxcoi'd, had he not com- 

y7t. mma. miiteJ ahothcr vreac and more ob(ervab!e> whed 

he cites Plutarch to pitronife the ftory of the OXj 

Vb. 19. c. ^Yh,\.h Pythagoras fcflt packing out ofaticin-field; 

after be hati whifpercd fomethini; in his eare, 

... "He had becirr confcit he had tranflued it out of 

CaViHs Rhedigmns^ who indeed cites Plmarch 

in- the beginning of bis Chapter, but uf>on ano^ 

ther occafiob than that of this fable ^ whereof 

It 



» will bc« fbind be never made any mention. 
To^ve ic tbenafinalKhock, we may fay, chac 
ic, is abfur'd akid irtacionall that this Philbibpher 9 
f6 graved yercDoiB in all his other i6tions,(hould 
trouble bimidf to drive away tbac Creaturer e(^ 
pedudly wbtn ic.was executing his will, fpoyling 
ftrramplingihebeans^the uie wbereot he thought 
the greacettabhoaiination in the WoridtBui iup- 
po(ing he (hould uke paines to do it, yet is it not 
likely k was by the vercue of certain words, or by 
the wayes known and pra^iM by certain Moiui- ^ ^^ «^ 
tebanks ^ as may be leen m [nl . Emanticl m Mon^f^ifnu^ 
ra^ [o] Pierit0j and[p*] Cardan; fincc the leafls:^. i.e. 
Child) coming neartncone might as cafily have '• art.i^* 
done it as this Philolbpben ft^af'i 5' 

Lattly for what con:ernes his conjeftures and^ ^^'^i^,^* 
prjedidiions, We may fay they can be bpt of three rogf^ph. 
\ortSy chatiS; moraUy astho'c oi Socrates^ or na^tlt.bom^ 
it§ratt, as thofe of Phcrtcydesy Thales^ and Anaxa^ ^f*^ ^^fi' 
g^raUi or D/ii^e;/iVif // and fuperftitious, as thole oi^^^^^\ t 
all Magitians. Since then it is eafie to conjcfture, ^ontvadih, 
by what hath been laid concerning his dotftrine i traSi, i. * 
that he might well praftile thetvvo former, it ^«'»^^^' ^« 
rvcrenolefle barbariime andfimpUcxtyto think 
he (hould be engaged in the laft than to receive 
:he prootes are brought for it, as good and Au- 
thentick , when they are o;ily grounded upon the 
^uperrtitious Arithmetick and the Whecle of 
Onomancyfallely attributed to him by [q] FUadq rm, u 
andCr] Catania. For this Arithmetick and alP''^^** 
the impertinent fooleries in^^Sdftbly cfepc into it,^''^^' ^ ^ 
is nothing but the pure imagination of thofe who g.^'^^*. 
would needs glbfle upon the paflTage of Plnt^ch cof. at the 
where he layes, that the Pythai^oUans honouFed ^ni of hu 
>}umbers and GeometricaU ti^gutes wv\v x\v^^^^a^^ 
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Dames of the Gods, calling a Triangle mth equal 
fides Dallas and Tritpgenia^ becaufe it is equally 
divided by three lines perpendicularly drawn 
from each angle. They call'd Unicy by the name 
of Af^Bo > the binary hyihitoidontemUm tnd 
Boldncjfi , the trifntry by that of Jnfiict , lor as 
much as to offend or be ofitnded > to do or fuHer 
an injury, is done by exceffe and deleft > Jnltice 
re nainisg equally in the middle. 

Nor is it a leile injury to this great perfon, to 

think that he ever troubled himielt with the 

AntifaH. praftice of this Whf^U which [s] Trhhcmim and 

)ialtf^l. X. (.t"1^4firyri«i acknowledge as falfely publifh'dun- 

•^ .. der his name, as that ol 7lato and Apdtim ; or 

'Jir.Mit' fhuhecvcrcxercifcd Onomancy by the help of 

^ctIt. Common numbers repreiented by the Lettecs of 

7^i/2. 4* the Al phabet, the feven Planets, the dayes of the 

week. & the i2.Signes,asf^^^ wouldperfnrade ui 

in his Microcofme. For in the firll place^this kind 

ot Divination is counterfeit, and without any 

ground at all; this application ot Numbers withr 

cut any relation or correfpondence with the Cgns 

and Planets; this Arithmetick abfolutely fo* 

bulous. Andlattly, it was ever thecuftome of 

thole 1 who made it their bufinefife to bring into 

reputation, fuch impertinences as thefe, or any 

other Matbemiticall Niceties; to divulg^ 

them under the name of ihis Philofopher, by 

realbn of the great knowledge he bad theieip. 

Whereof we have a maniielt example in dr imi" 

fiere who within thefe 6 o. ^ejtrs maki^ fome ad- 

oitions to the RythmomachlMJatith in like matfiet 

put it out under the title of, Pythdg4rMAR$^n^ 

ri0«,thorgh there be nothing to mantfieft^ atcbii 

/^/thst^oTMs minded i;bis fleigbC) o oW attributed W 

A/m,a5 lide as all tbc oibti ftoms^ >NV\\ch deferve 

rack' r rrrrJ^V^ 
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Pmrgam$sc0^$fiiecos^ Juvfn^ 

^Sgkfmd f^ in ma mifcitwr Amiclrk^ Sat, i, 

tbifi whac we have been obliged to (ay m this 
Chipner^ to cfilcover thek TaDity^ and ihe iiule 
gfomd there is co admicchem for true. 



CHAP. XI. 

Of Nmns PomfUlm. 

TH€§d§rHs Jdzuiy the learnedft Greek char ever 
caaie from C^nlt^nthopU, being ask'd by a 
friend of his, whac Aucbour he would preferve> 
in cafe a generall wrack were to deftroy all the 
reft> would not ieem I'o food of his own Tradu^ 
dkionf ^ as co prefer ArifiatU or Ciaro befoce P/^^ 
t4mb. Him he choice worthy ro furvive all the 
ceft^Doc fo much, as I conceite, for his admirable 
lear&ing Sc variety, as to perferve in him the mod 
jocficious Amhour that ever was, what could not MMaiim 
have been found in anyocher, to wit, chejud^e- /.>•«,»• 
menc he gave ot all the things he created of, which 
we might make ufe of as a certain mark to diftin* 

Sui(h truth from falfliood, or as a guide to con- 
udt tts chorow tho(e noble mines of Anciguicy, ^ 
which we find in his Works. This pucs me luco a 
more than ordinary admiracion, at the malice or 
negligence of moftof (bur Dxmonographers,who 
will not apprehend the true account which this 
Aucbour gives us oiNttms Pomplmsyzs they have 
done long (ince in the Mecaaiorpho^ of Ajh^ 
kmsy which they quote upon all occaiions, as a 



manifeft biftory to prove Lj€anthroft€. Out of 
fome luch jealoufie it was , that the Aucbonr 
thoughc hifnielf oblig'd co give us all cheprccau* 
tioDS poffible) to (hew chat his tranrmucacion 
was a meer Fable and Romance^ when he fayes 
in the firlt page of his Bo(dc> At ego tihiftrmcm 
ifio Mllefic varias fabelUs conferAmy and a little 
^fteft FdhnUm Grscam iffcipimnsy leSlor Imtndt^ 
Utahrk. Which laid down> if thole are difet" 
vedly laugh'd at) who would eftablifli and con- 
firm a proportion of (uch confequcnce by a tela* 
tion acknowledged to be fabulous, even by the 
Auchour of it^ we may with as much reafon af- 
firm thofe guilty of a greater malice and teme- 
rity^ who To apparently faKiBe the autbpricieMf 
P/ntdrchy Dioftjifius HslicarMJfsHSygLtidLiviiy lO 
convert into Magick the adncMrable wifdom and 
excellent policie of Nnma. 

That I undertake his vindication next that of 

Tythag^dSy is not grounded on the opinion of 

jfcfc/^.i J. divers, cfpecially Ot//J, who have made him la« 

ter^and a Difciple of that Philoropher;lince Llvle 

tib.t. fayes in his Decads^ Amtherem doSkrin£ eJMSy ^uia 

non extat allHi-, fdlso Samlum VythAgormm ednm^ 

a AHtiq. The fame is alio confirmed by thafaid Id] DIohj-^ 

KomMb.t.fiHS HdUcArnnjfdUSy [cjP/i^MrfA, [f] AW/jiVwui; 

c irit.m- and ( g] Vcrerius j the lormcr whercot fliews that 

J?*:, J the City oiCretond was but founded in the fourth 

c^^aniiq. Y^^^ ^^ Numd^s reign ; and the three others inlift 

kd. ' much upon all the chronolooicall reaibns which 

^ptrnn^ may prove thcfc two perfonsnot to have been 

€tfiis rer. Contemporaries, but by a figure oi Andchromlfm^ 

V^tbii "* ordinary,and indeed tolcrabrc,in Poets^but by no 

^ ^' means allowed an HiAorian.But in regard Imrntlh' 

/'>K/oblerTesin tbelifecf Jfphag$rMSy that b( had 

• - WvM'd 
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honof9*d all lus learning from thcThcologie of 
Orfhetis^ 1 hive put their Chapters one after the 
•ocber? without being too Critical^ as to the time 
wherein they flouriQied, 6nce it .contributes qch 
xhiog CO their vindication, and that I am oblig'd 
conegleft it in divers other parts of this w4p^ 
Ugle. 

We are then to note, that the accufationagainft 
NimM is grounded upon four principall points, ' 
the leaft whereof) were it true, were enough to 
condemn him for an Enchanter and a Magician. 
-For, firft, it isurg'd, that the Genius attributed 
ro hiTi by [d] jimmUms Marcellirmf, and which dLf^.a. 
\c\ DioMj^Jius HdlicamajfdHs y [f] Vlmsrcb and^^f^-^ 



{g\Livte affirm to have been one of the nine-^*'^*^^ 
Mnfes, or rather a Nymph called t>€jf^r/4, was^^*;^.^^ 
no other than a Snccuia with whom he was very suma, * 



£amiliari as being one of the cunning*ll and beii g pec.x. 
^crf^d that ever was, in the invocations of the'*'* 
cntelary Gods, and the Genii of Men and Cities, 
-hence (h) VoftettHs takes occaGon to maintainj'*^'^- 
that tb s Fami.iar was the fame that had attended \^^^**^ 
ycftaihe wife of Janm or Noahj and then was 
'Guardian of RBmcy Quo duccy layes he, I^ums 
tsnta molts nrhom ftabiUvlt. It is alfo taken foe 
certain, that by the afliftance and Indullry of this 
Divinity , be did many ftriange and miraculous 
things 9 to gaior. reputation amon^ the people of 
Romcy chat fo he might govorn at bis pleafure. To 
this purpofe is haply> what is related h^j JOtlonyfins 
HaltcMrndjfMs and Vlutarch , That having once 
invitecTmany Gtizens tofupper, he entertain'd 
them with mean and ordinary things, and with 
plate that fpoke nekher wealth nor maepificenc^^ 

Bur thcf h^dnot lite dowii \ong> ct^ Vi^ ^^^^"^ 

I 3 ogs&^^^aok 
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cccifion to cell cbem, cbac the Goddeflfe wfaoni 
be convoi^d wub> at tbat very inftaac was come 
CO give himavitit) and that immediately there'- 
vpon the room was excellently w^ll fnmifli'd> 
and the tables covered with all manner of meats^ 
the mott exquifite and delicate in the world The 
fame may alfobe confirm'dbythe dilcourfef be 
isriA'V'f • had with Jsiflf^y inch as may be feenan jirn§^ 
iiHs, who Uyes that 7Srioi!i4, by the advice of his 
Nymph t/EgfrUj foand out a way to bind two 
DevilS) or internallGods^ J^iCNr^Mr and Piemy who 
caught him how to bvocate Jfipiter, and force 
him to come to him by (Irong and tmperioos 
con JQrations> in cafe he fliould nor willingly and 
of his own accord. This it feems he was fofor* 
tnnarein^ that hefetch'd out of his throne> the 
. greatelUnd moft powerfull of all theGods^ and 
t lore 'd him to declare) how by facrifice beihould 
expiate the thunder and lightening. To which 
may be added the Hydromancie which f^^rrsy ci« 
* cpMf. ted by St, AngHftlney fayes he was very well vcr- 
^ ^ /.). f^ iQ . as alio his magicall books^difcover'd four 
hundred years after his death, and condemnVi to 
, the fire as moft pernicioiif?, in the Confiilftiip of 
FnbUus Cornelius and MMrcms JBfb'ms. All this ad- 
mitted) we may well conclude with all our Das- 
monographers, efpecially/rXi^and Jjehrloy the 
moft learned among them- That fiunuk PomfilmM 
was chegreateft Magician of any that ever woie 
Crown, and that he had a greaierpower overDe- 
vils than over men, (ince he made nfeof cbeafli* 
fiance of the former> to reduce the Roiaane peo* 
pie to < ubje&ion and obedience to his Laws aad 
la/iicur f on^ 

Bocif we would &cnVvoti ^V^foa^^ Knionai 
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•ore too prbdigall of our leiiure and their own^ 
•wbea cheycakefo much pains to hatch a fort of 
-fttange and hideous imaginations ^ and thereby 
CAjpdvace bur belief, we need do no more <than 
cake a ^e.v of the firil draught of this perfony 
flooe not oncly by Livie-, and J?. Haitcarftajfani^ 
vyfao drevr the bni; lines of him* but particularly 
by Plmarchy who hith clad him in his proper co- 
lours, and all the circumlla/nces andparticulariT 
ties of his lifcvihaswe might thereby judge of 
the leaft vices and vertues, as alfo the diipoiicion^ 
cuHoin and proceedings 6f this great Politician, 
4nd fecond Founder of Rome. Whence it will 
not be hard to refolvejwhat credit we fhould give 
all thefe after-draughts and copies of the mo- . 
dcm, who have rather followed the Originall in ' 
their own fautaftick imagination^^ than that of 
Plmarch and the beft Hillorians, whofeem not 
to mention Nnma^ but out of a defigne to cele- 
brate his vertues, and admire the excellent con- 
duft, whereby he fattened and eftabliQied the Ro- 
maneMonarchy* For thai, being loofe, and but 
newly fet together, might eafily have been ruin'd 
by the leaft holUle violence, if Nnma, had not by 
a peace of three and fourty years, given it time to 
cake root and grov^th, looking on the Romane 
people as a Champion that were to fight, having 
exerciPd it felf at lei'fure, for the time helhould 
reign over it, would by that means prove Itrong 
enough to oppofe any that'fhould queftion the 
linuts of their Empire. 

^ The firft thing he did, after he had poffeffcd 
iiimCslf of the government, was to foften and ci- 
vilize the City, converting their rough & warlike 
■bumour inro a gentle and ttacXM^-) x^mvvCvcv?^ 

I 4 <X\\^^ 
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that height of ccuir^e and eameflneiTe of^ fi^« 
ing,bySaaific6s,Fctiivals, Dancc$,and Procdfi- 
oDs; Bay !omccime$> as P/m^rch (ayeS) reprefent? 
ing unco ihem che tear of the Gods. To this end 
did he make them belee\e, that he had firange vi* 
fions^orhad heard of greac calamuies, purpoiely 
CO keep down their hearts in a dread of the Gods. 
To this may alfo be apply*d that paffagc of 7Vr- 
tuUldpty cited in the third Chapter of this jif§h^icy 
but much more- pertinently chat of LsctMttUAt 
X^ivinnY, ^Yho j'ayqs that Numnj Sic ifovipypuli fcroQcs dnp- 
IhHu.1,.1. ^^j mitigavit^ & sd fiadiafacss a rebns beiicis 
4vacAvU. Whence m^y be drawn a certain afgn- 
menc7 that whacfoeier hath been faid ot the 
Nymph c/£^fr;^5 was nothing but the mcer Te- 
rences and palliations of this crafty Politician^ 
who by that Fable would e(iabli(h the authority 
of his Sacrifices, Laws^ and ConditutionS) as is 
we'.l obferv'd by che fame -Lifff^w/^ijwhen/peak- 
ing of 7V//WJ, he faycs, that to Icttle thcfe things, 
ahijJia cHtn author it dtCy JintHUvit cnm DeA t^gtr 
rla ncliurfios fe habere congrejfHs. This increales 
my admiration at the LeUurgick judgements, or 
KMrcd confcicnccs of «ur Da!monograpbecs,wbo 
can fo feciircly deprave the authority of this Au- 
thour, with tho'c of HallcArnaffitus^ Livicy and 
l^lmarch-i to give fome colour to what they would 
have beleev'd, and fo ground the truth of iheir 
propofition upon the moft palpable falfity can be 
m ijhX imaoin'd. For if /r L<?7tfr and \vc\] Delrio maybe 
< y. credited, the principal I Authours that affirm all 

thcfe fables we have related of Numa^ zxtVln- 
Tdrchy and !>♦ lUUcsrnajfduSy which yet when wc 
come Torc*.d, andperufe, we (hall nnd, that on 
t!}t ccuiriry tbey are thofe that tciuce ^ uoder 
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imMo difcOYcr , and advile us noc co acdic 

And chat it is (6, co begin with the opinion 
they had of cbe Nymph u£;rr/4 ; Plm^cb havin^ rk.wmit 
made a long dii'coiule ot the credit ought to be 
pven chele divine apparitions> concludes ic with 
^ own opinion) to this efiFe^ ^ Howbeic, if any 
^beof ^ contrary opinion} he is left at liberty; 
^for» I do not hold chofe things iroprobable> 
^ which others relate of Lycurgi^s and Namk, 
^iuad others of their quaUcy ; who, being to deal 
^witf] rough and iaWage people) and oblig'dto 
^ incrfKhicc great alterauons into the govern- 
^ment of their Countceys> have prudently pre^^ 
<f tended communication with the Gods, hnce 
^ tbo% fi6^ions andpretences were adtantageous 
*< even to tfaoi'e whom they perfwadcd to a bcleef 
^ of them. This he tunher confirms> wl^n three 
or four pages after he fayes, immediately after be 
had cited the verfesof Timonxhc Bhljrfiam^ that^ 
this perfonation of Numa^zs nothing elfe than 
the love of a Goddeffe) of fome Nymph of the 
mountains, and thelecret meetings he pietended 
to have with her. This^feems to have been tran- 
fcrib'd out of D. Hdlicm-naffdus^ where ipeaking AnAqJt^' 
of Nnmay he fay e$> as Vmus's Latine Tranflatioa mtm.!;, a. 
hath it, Mft/taautemeaJL sidmiranda decodlcunty 
reftrgHteshtmaMf9t^ej$iS]^!tmam ad Deorum mo- 
nltA : fabulosi enim dic$tnt iUl congreffttm fmfc 
cum ^iutdam ^ Njmfhd ^gtrU^ tpu i&im aJpMii 
RegUm fdfictHiam edoceret. Nay Xit/iV, who is Li*,*;^ 
cax'd wit^ no other ticQithan that of having fiil'd 
his Hiftory with abundance of prodigies & mira^ 
cnious things, confefles ii^enuoufly, that 'Hjfm^ 
re(biv*d to keep, the Romwes vn V6bvLdLv;>Ti V^ 
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the fear of the Gods, and feeing ic would B6t ea- 
sily faden on tbetii) without the dii^uile and cir^ 
cumveocion of fotne counccrfeit miracle, finiul^ 
vit Jiti eum Ded ty£gma congrtjfm noSturMoS', i']M^ 
ft monitH qu4t acceftiffimd Diu eJfefttfdcrahJUtMi* 
re^fdardotfsfuoj cuigu Dgorumprdficerc, 
£i(.i U But indeed jimmtaum MarcetLinai (cents to be 
mqre pertinently cited by our DaetnenograpberS) 
and conlequently to favour chetn more than all 
the precedent. For, difcourfing upon a certain 
viiion whicb the Emperour CoMfidmitu bad^ he 
(ayes> that the correfpondence between Gods and 
men is nor a r hing fo extraordinary^ bat tiut xbere 
were nunifdiexamples of it in the Gemiy which 
' ibmecinne were fami iar with UerrngSj S&arster^ 

kApoBomMt^Nkmdy Seifio^ Afdrim vnd jittg$$StMs. 
From which paflfa^e it might be imagin'dy he was 
of opinion > that Tt was not fabulous .what was 
{aid of the Nymph iE;m4« and the coni*eriation 
that was between her and King "Huma. But> be it 
fuppof'd that this was his opinion, yet can it not 
conclude any thing to the prejudice of the prece* 
dent> (incethatthorow allhisHiltory; hedifco- 
vers himfelf very prone ro beleeve and ampUHe 
fuch narrations ; alludine to which, I conceitCi 
ivir«i» not improbably, LuiavuHs yivcs prefum'd to 
l^eifimky pronounce this judgement on his Hiftory, Am- 
!t5-/«3'- mUm MsraHim ^nid fufireStofHSy nee Ormtnu 
^mnirn^ mc hifiorict. 

Laftly, for ttfieUt^i Comment upon the Fable, 
I think it o/the fame meull, with what he relates 
in his Cofmography, where he fayes that the JE« 
chiopiaosare black, byreafonot the cutfe God 
thundered ag unft Chm$ rhe firft Authour of dmr 
iycaufe CiMw^Vus (aahitS) ^&Vaeko<«^ 
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Kfitc in the Ark» againft the exprcflie commaod 
of (be Patriarch N$sih to the contrary. Nor in- 
dteedcan tiKre be a more true and modeii iblu- 
tioamaideroalltbde vaiDcandchimericall ipc- 
cnlacioof ^ cbeo to lay oi their Author as the Pro* 
coiM\Fiih^ did of St.FafUy Infants FofielU y 
mnltd tg liter n ad infamam iemjurtum. 

HaTii^ thus diicover'd the weakoels & faliky of 
the proofe,brought to make this ty£gerU a Witch 
ot SMccttta^which was only a fubtle ti6tion o(Nt^^ 
md*S', we muft do as much with thole which 
[s] li Lgjtr and [t] Dilrto would draw out of s lyifptih 
the fame Authors to make good the enchdnted L ». c. f . 
BMnqitit , and the e^nftnnce he had with Jufttir , * ^f^^ 
by the meancs of this Hjdromdnc^. But this ^2I^l(' 
was nothing but the fabulous invention of TVivm^ '^' 
€0 iurf^rife Faunus and Fieus , putting wine and 
honey into the Spring out of which they were 
wonc to drink, that they, being taken> (hould 
(hew him the way to in\ocate Jnpitir, & know of 
. faim what he (hould do to expiate the Lightnings 
as we havs already obferved oxxk of Flmarcb arid 
Arncbitu. For as to D. Halle Arnnffattty tis truC) 
that fpeaking of the Nymph tySgeria^ be menti- 
ons alio the Supper Nitma nude by her meanes ; 
but what he laies in confequence^ fufliciently 
(hews that he held it a meer tidioa ) adding im- 
mediately after the relation, fidijm ns^mnesfa^ j^ti^ 
into f ok ex biitma toSttnt^ Nttmam hac sfuade JlL$maMJ.^ 
^/Egeria dicekat jintciffe dicnnt , nt qui Numen lii- 
wtmm metnerent facihtts ammttm adfeaJfberterene y 
& leges qnas ejfetlatants li tenter m ddiislatas ac-^ 
efferent. 

In like manner hath not Plntarch fallen upon a 
reUtioaofchcrcJablcs^ wkhouta^t^c\motk^ 
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ven before^ beginning very judicioufly thai. B^ 
^ chefe rudimencs and as ic were dppreod(hip c^^" 
^ Reli^dn,tbe City oiRom$ became lb civiliz'd> &: 
^hadfuch an admiration forche^reac powe^ot 
< K. Nnrndj had ic receiv'd for truths lucb ulces, as 
^ had no more likelihood of truth then thereis in 
^mcer Fables and thought there was nothing inr 
^credible nor impoflible to him that he (hould 
*de(iretoctfe6t. 

There remaines therefore only the obje£kion 
concerning his Books about which I (hall ooc 
" gleane up all that may be laid of their Dumber > 
^^^ andthetime^ when^ and the manner, how, cbey 
rTiSi ^^^^ found , fince GMilUmUfms hath very learsed- 
€0fiudi ly performed that task, and chat ic is lufiici- 
fMfj^o ent for me to (hew, that they were not burnt 
9tmb^ as treating oiMaglck^y as divers moderne Ao* 
chors would perfwade U5. For ic was noc the 
y yit ifU' opinionof any of the ancients, as may be cafily 
mit. demoniUaced> in that, according to thacof iy| 

» Pf£.4./. Plmarchyli] Llvj^ and [al Cams Ptfo Cemforluj^ 
*^' . they treated only of the offices and duties of the 
p/i// ,3 Prjells , and the Philofophy of the Greeks, fuch 
c.i|/ 'as it had been in NnmiCs time; to that of [b] 
b ihiim. Cajfins Uem'tfu, they created only of the Philofo- 
c Dhinar. phy of Pphagvras ; and to that of I c] LaStamiasy 
AAp'Jii. Id] f^^^^y and [c]Tmditanms , they contaio'd on- 
Auptp. dt iy ^^ o'd^^ ^d caufesof the facrifices and cere* 
uvu. Vfi. monies he bad inftituted amongft the Rcnnanr. 
/. 7. c. 54. Which laft opinion I chink cbc more probable ^ 

%l^^*^^ at ^^^^ *^ difcovers the rtafon why the Senate 

i^'^jj^*^^ thought ic not convenient they (hould be A- 

mti, vulg'd , for (ince we find in Plmtarch that >(jmv4 

forbad the Romans to believe that God had the 

i&yync eitber of Man oc Ik:^ \ ^nd to main 




«^ image or Sutuc-oi turn, which was obferVd 
ilrthefpacebfyo, wars, and pertmccednoc they 
Aoatd dD racriiice buc with the powrin^ 6ut ot' 
wine) milk I and a litte flower , it is^robable 
bebad^tven rcafons at large in bis Books of that 
new ^nd of worftup. Thefe coming to light 
and ad9iowlec%'d for his^ lour tbodand years j^ 
after 9 as Plmarcb afftrmes , or according to p 
Cdfpmliemind 535. when the City of Rome was i}.^^' ** 
fo tuU of Idols, HtfMcUius ejfet Deum ijumm homl^ 
mrnirnvtmre^ and that all the temples continually 
fweltered in the blood of the Vi6iim$> it is, 1 fay y 
eaiily con je6hir'd, that the Books of this Roman 
TrlfmiglfiHSy who, in Juvenal, paflcs for the 
example ot a great Prielt ^ were burnt by order 
ot the Senate > for fear left fome great change 
might happen in Religion, if by the perufall of 
thofe Books, it had been known what reafons 
Nt$mA infiikd on> both to eflablidi the purity of 
Ids Sacrifices ^ and to deanfe men's mind from 
Idolatry , which had taken fuch root there at the 
time of this ditcovery 5 that the belt expedient 
was to deftroy thofe Books which were otherwiic 
likely to put the whole Roman Monarchy into 
dillurbance; it being a maxime among Politicians^ 
that the troubles ScdifTentions in the State are ever 
confequencial to thole that happen in Religion. 

This in my judgment was the true caule of the 
condemnation of thefe books, and not that which 
h Lojer , and other modernes have endeavoured 
CO find out in MagicV, or yet what CdjJiHs Heml^ vb,icM. 
ndj who might haply live in jiHguitMs's time 9 
feemsto relate of their tt eating ot the Philofo* 
phv of Pythag^As. For as to the former, hi^ 
cpmion b^g wichout any ground or Antbotiry, 
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iJubm facUhMti C0mimmtm' fmk sfflntmrm. For 
cbacof the latter, it is fuflficicply refocedy noc 
only in what we have ftiew'd before , dm JJr* 
thMg$rM$ was latter then Nnmnj and, that ww 
b is».i7.r. latt came not into /r4(f , according co fhl OMm% 
xx. till the raign oiTdnjuln the proudly doc alib 

iiw^.4t /• ^ (he teftimony and contrary opiinon of ti]^^» 
who fates 9 that one Amht yiUmtu gave cm 
fame judgment of thele Books rMl^Ms 0pimm y 
as he adds, ^Mi crwdltttr Pythmr€ Mditmnm fmjft 
l^umsm^ memUcio froh'dhlU iue^mm^dsitk fim^ 
After all which anlvversandfolucions? all 1 have 
to wift), is, that our Daemonographers wonld 
own either more modefly or more judgmenr, that 
they may not hereafter fo incfilcreetlyforfjeioch 
Monfters and Chimeras as afrerwards frighten 
them,and make them run away,and cry like little 
Children, who are many times ftartled at the diit 
theycafUn the faces of their rompanions 9 fMr/ 
tjfiic^fiAm inftlicim Jk h^miffc^ euifud fgrnetrtM ^ 
mindfffHT. 



CHAP. XII. 

Of Democritus, Empedocles> Mnd Apollo- 
nius. 

I Should never hate prefiim'd to remove the 
precious and venerable bounds of Antiquity > 
which the God Tirmlnus in the fabalons Tbeolo* 
gte of the llofnans, fignity'd to us immoteable » 
did I not fomewhac rely on its being callcxi bf 
ArnoblHs^ irr§mm fUnlJlimn mMtifj fo hr at leaft 
as to be latisfi'd> it was no lacnkdge to bring cbac 



mcheceft wlucb hath been held for true. And 
dus I do after To maiiy ageii as 9 by their long 
Md mrious revolutioBS , are wonc> is wellia 
Civil Hiftory as nattiraay to dragge after tbenA 
along traine of fables > and from time to time to 
gifCtbem new force and vigour by the mulcitode 
of tho(e who> out of meet refped.to Antiquityi 
are enfnar'd by them. And indeed it were too 
great a feverity tobeoblig'd to follow the fuper- 
fficious track of thofe , who will not do the leaft 
.violence to Antiquity > which , as if our eyes 
were Bot able to endure a full light 9 purs a cob- 
web before them, and burdens all things, efpeci- 
ally the memory and lives of great perions^ with 
fables and fictions > as ic does the Statues erected 
CO them with du(iand filth. This our de(igne 
leades us to maintain, by the examples of thefe 
three great Philolbphers or rather Daemons of 
knowledge) verl'd in all Sciences, and the 
clnefeft> and of . greateft Authority among their 
people ^ that is, J^mocrimsy EmftdBclcs and* 
AfoJUnim . Thefe have undergone luch a change 
and Metamorphoiis, by thofe who make it their 
butineffe to write without mindbg ihat precept 
oiH§racCy 

Quid dc fuoque vlroy & €m dicasy ftfe ca^ef^y 

that beiides that they are delivered over to us all 
three. for Sorcerers and enchanters, it is further 
belkv'd, that IfemecritMt wasfuch afooleas to 
Vrt out bis own eyes , after he had blown away 
is eftate in a fcuitleCCe fearcfa of the PhiloTopbers' 
hone ; and that. Emf^dacJes y as an ambitious 
JDiffeiraio, caahimjTelf into (he burning furnacef 
<>£ Mount Gihl. S«v^ 



I 




Mir Mart. Di^if^M^rtdlis haitri 

t^f^* JDum CHfit Emffdoclesy nrJUmem jrlgidus o£l^um 
Jnfilmt^ 

But chefe calumnies are fofar from being true 

' OF wellgroutided, that, on the contrary, there's 

nothinjg eafier cbeti co (hew how they areabfo^ 

lutelyUli'e, if we may beftow but a few lines on 

them before we come to jop iflue with the moii 

maceiiall part of the Charge put in agaiiift the 

reputaci;»n and Learning of thefe excel lent Per* 

fons. For firt^ as co the Book ot the Sacred Art , 

and the knowledge and praAice of Alchjmj^ at« 

cribeted to Democritus', it is a fymptome that 

iip,nifies the deprav'd imaginations of our Fht" 

fface-Imps, who know no other pro jed to gaine 

any credit to the Books of their Art, than to fa-^ 

tbcr them on MofiSy Salomdn, TrlfmeglftHs^ Arif^ 

tctle, nay Tfuch is their ftu(>idiry and w.int of judg- 

a !$H\tiAU Wtm) AdMm',\z]ut dfithorltatitm videlicet fffmat ah 

Dieldm.it, homlfie ejfu non habet ex veritste. But to make an 

in li*4*ii. abfolmedifcovcry ofthisimpolhire, lufficicntly 

bX^-^^laush'd at by ll)| Riolanus, \c\CHthert, and [d) 

ixpHgnata,^^^^^^^^^^ weiiiay aflfirme> that this Book was 

i.%.c.6. never made h^ DemocrltHs y fince the learned 




thof , till from Caligfi/M*i timc«» when it firlt 

broke the ftielKtill that o^' Diode/fan^ under 

whom lived one 2'<?c/V.»«j, who, asDclrio chinks^ 

Burcit. gd is the mod ant icni Greek (bit hath written of it. 

^f$Mi Bar, f^ which may be added that Cafauten faies , he 

D»4tr. »o.^^^ j^ ^^^ jj^^j. France his Library, a manuv 
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fcnpc treating of the making of Gold > enciculec'> 
hfJtrix^f or, th facnd Art , who ycc never 
tELCBknon%,Jkm9critiu for the Anchor of ir« To 
make this good weight ,^ w^ may urge chepoor^ 
liofle of conceptions which it ditcoven> and thd 
co^re long fince given it hfLamiMs y when* 
kin^ been very punfkiiaU in the Cacalogut of 
Ah PhilolopfaersworkeS) hefayes thacocbers* 
under his name, either (alfely atcribuced co him y 
or taken oat of his Writings, may aiTure u^, noC'- 
withihnding the Authority of PfellHSy who make^ 
iiim the Author of ic> that Democmus had no* 
thing to do with it) butfome other Greeks leiTe 
learned, 'and much latter, Yet might queftion 
the 'Authority oi Mercurial^ and conclude againft 
him, that jiriftork wzs vexCdin Cliimeiky be- 
caulc he faics in his Problems y thacOyle maybe 
cztraded out of fait, which k cannot but by ditiiU 
lacions and Fumaces;if [ i] Gifntr & [g] Patricitu ^ /'^ «;W- 
badnot prov'd thofe *?rm^»f / not to be -^'"'^^'•''^^^w 
tie's , and that it is hard to gueffc at the time?^^-w • 
when they were writ, for that as [hi Henry Stt'-rQm.ii.ti 
fhen firft obfcrv'd, the Books of TheofhaSlus ^h in vhll: 
Of Sweating and fVe^irineffe , arc tranlcrib'd in ^I^P^ Voe^ 
manner f^erbmm in t hen^* V^^^ • 

But me think^s, thofe arc yet more irrationall, *^^^* ^^* 
who, with [i]Trr^i»il!i(^, believe that this Philo- * 
fopher put oui: his owaeyes , becaufe he could 
not look on Women without fome concupiicen^ 
liall inlurreftions ; or vVitb [kl GelUus and \\\ k ijb.tt,^ 
P/ntarcby that he might ftudy Philofopiiy more'^-. 
frefely^ and be Jeffc diverted by excernall Objedte; ^ ^\* 
or lartly with Uhrius, that he did it, - ^^»'^^m#* 
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For bdides the uxilikelihood and cfivcrficy of 
chefe i'talons , we muft clearly diicr^c JHtff^^ 
crates in bis EpilUe to Damngstus j whetc be 
fayes, that being employed by the MsUraet to 
cuia the tt\2idncnc of Democrttftj befonnd tun) 
reading ce. can Books and difle£ting Animals , 
actions certainly much incon(iftenc with wane of 
iigbt. We may therefore imagine) chat as his 
Latightcr was msrally tus ilwd^cffe was fo too; and 
that fabulous Antiquity hath, as Scaliger cpn^ 

inp^ohlf^ ceiveS) reprefented him blind > qupd alitrmm 

nkU. GelH- ^^re oadis mn msretur. 

sa^frpb.7^. Nor do I fee any more reafon to belieie what 
is faid of EmfciocUs^ that hecali himfelf into the 
flames of Mount Gliely nt cum revents non affar^' 

Divindr' ^'f^^^ ^*^^ Laitamms , ahiijfe ad Dcss credsrnmr. 

ixfiit.il. For EmfciUclcs was fo farrc from that extrava^ 

f • il^ gance of ambitioD,thdcX4rrr/Mi aiTnres us>thatwith 
incredible conftancy he refuled a Royal! crown 
prefeiued to him , preferring a life peaceable and 
Iree from thole vaine Grandeurs , before the 
greateft enjoyments of Princes. And indeed 
fhe floryis good for none6ut Polititians, who 
comment on and make their advantages of it> 
when they credit it no more than thev do a many 
others ; nor indeed do PaufaniM and Tisssasts in 
LaertiHS , diflcmble the fal(hood of it ; this lat- 
ter concluding his opinion with theirs in part of 
an Efigramy 

SI 

s 
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iifiJUlr'amtm indtefanus ]tch In ^tnMm 9 
Sgoit^odo TUfmt Mti0sti$ jhfuUM fafnkhrs jMccnt f 

* f^or my pare » icdulle^cr bemyfaich , thac 
d^ vaft paiiies and induftrt of this Pbiiofopher in 
mt AfijaUitioA of hacurall f hings condder'd > if 
hedyldin that manner > it proceeded rather out 
of bis ^er curiodtv tofindout the caufe of fo 
imraeiiidus an effea, as it afterward happened 
to Ptl^ in the burning of ^/iw/Vx , than out 
of any defigne he had to get into the Catalogue of ^^^* ^* 
the Godf ^ by fo hazardous and indil'creet a refo* ^*^* 
intion. 

Having therefore bra(h*dofftheduft which hid 
the luftre 8c perfection of thefe living Images and 
modells of vercue, we come now to what is mod 
maceriall to our purpofe , that is > to anfwer 
thofc proofi^ 5 which may be drawn out of flinj^ 
and other Writers 9 who Would (aflen on them 
the bUck^fAtches of diaboticall Magick , ndqnam 

dlfcendam^ fayesPliny> Pplfagoras^ •^^^f^^^'^^'Xi^Jo.r 
DemocrltHS , PUto , nav$gMVcre ^ exilns 'veriis 
quam jeregrlnatlonibHS ff^ceftis. This he more 
particularly conBrmes of Democrltus y when he . 
addes in the fame ptace> PlemmAmirac fillet h§iy 
far Iter Utraf^ artts effloratjj[ej MediciHalk Jita , 
Mitgtctnj^y eadem €Ute*^ ilUmHlpp§cratiylhafH: 
Dcmocrito lAHfirantlbHt. And ellewnere he faies, 
he was Magotumfofi Pjthng&ram flMii9p^imus ^ m^x^^ji 
and that he nytintain'd thoulands of Hcle (lories 
and ridiculous propoHtions which could not be 
effeAed but by Magick. Of this mettall were 
thefe , that ot the blood of feverall yodng bicda 

might be en^ecrdiied a Serpcui^ nk^<(^ ^\\«w 
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would caufea perfeA underftanding of the fing* 
iib.i4.e. ing of Birds, chac there were cenain hetbc lo 
> 7. p ovY^f uU and end^'d with fuch vercue » that chqf 
were tequifite in the in vocation of the Ciodi) 
. and wouid make criminals confcffe what judges 
and cormepts could nor. He aflirmes fonter chat 
D'K^S. he had wTica Book of the nature of the CMmf 
Icon , which contained things abfolutely trivially 
tifr' ?o.r.T. Magical, andfuperlHtious; and laftly tasit be had 
pub'.ifK'd the works of DardaftMS a famous Magi- 
cian, whereto he added his own traugbc with tol- 
lies of the fame nature? and abundance of vaine 
obfcrvations. 

Emfedocles he is a little more favourable to, in 
that he gives him not the quality of AfAglcUn , 
but only where he makes him one of the ancient 
Philolbphcrs who travell'd into iEgypt ; nor in- 
deed were there any'proofes to make him fuch, if 
i^^^rnj did noclet tall awordtothat purpofe in 
Lacrtlm^ where he cites nine or ten verfcs of 
this Philofoplier's, wherein are comprehended 
his Migicall operations, and which are all the 
ground whereupon the Moderns have made him 
aft the partot a Magician.^ Of thcfe, one of 
Oh i.qu.9.^^^^^^ considerable is Delrio who hath ranked 
^ X I. ' among the miraculous operations of ancient Ma* 
gicians thofe of Emfedocles when he mitigated 
the fury and violence of the Etefan winds , par-» 
alleling it with that of one Errlc King of the 
Goths , who was furnam'd H^indj-caf , becaufe he 
made the wind to blow which way foever he 
turn'd it. To that may be added what is faid 
of his making the Plague to ceafe in the Country 
of the SdllnuntiAns ^ and of the women he deli- 
verJ of a long and dao^cous fufifocation of the 
. \Kafifa^ 



'^l^trii^^'.'Bfif 0>j«ittnaxwdlbcima;yo;d». that 
p^''6aiii:M t^c thiog^ D^ofe he diougbt them 
mfier T^jilous.or DqiU4lI'> wc may as Uf^ly 
^ki^thcutnefaitcfta: on^ba'e we have Tpccifi'd 
^i*Cllof'luro.asP*»iwrif«^Iince they are all 
^tHc l?inc coync j andth^tterpcakfcnouOy of^ .^ 

AentVitii i&ibfutclyJrriugiuil to think thefc 
two greatperrbbs MtlEy'of foth pitifiill w^ak- 
heies cphtriryto En^coafTficoccvve^ioiildh'i'v? 
of their vaftLearn'mg andimcgrityi hidwe no 
ocber Tccuricy-for it theqi tl^a( ot Liftraifti^i, 
HtftocrMtet, The Ebrmei t'Biaks ic aQ ^cuiout' 
to ' be the Cetebrator «' EmfcdtcUt's. ytj:^^)^ ,.. 
when aftet ^ long dircouf fe in the praiTe oi^etlj , '. 
hefaittjihat, ■ ;j J ' . / 

Nafdn^Mm magis '0" fhirMm. clifrfimgf.j/idffv^ 
CMrm'tMA^nneti/imdiviiiifeShrijejiu ..'.,.. ^ ..-. 

Ut v'tx humank vMttimrfitrfe m»tm'. .'. "^ , - ■ , 

The latter, whom wcma0ufflyaUtlis,65»jfe . 
oftruth , affurc! usin Ibjs'EpiQleswhMaccounc ,• 
wc ihould make or the'adpiirablc wififeineof ^ 
DtmoeritMt^ which g^Vp Ce^^OL-pV^jn'^V cailJi*.i«!; 
him, mmgni nemiHis 'Shilofifhtiiip'it^^i^Biiit^ - * 

BuCas the fame turf brings torcii maqy-^gyM 
both wholfome and hurtful! herbs, andffepj fuels ■ 
honeywhenceCate:piUcrsdopoiron;rothetra- * 
«ls, which they fay. i;h<;[c Pljiiotpphers jjn^er- 
Went, to learn Mag^, Qioft. now' lcr^as.w« ' - 
pie^Qt iftbof, that they wew tte ocu&ib'E&i^l 



ijt liiHifioryof 

their jgFcac Learning and Polymachy. Ami. this 
itinft be the more probablcj^ if we reueit on whac . 
bath been already faid of the Magick of the JSff* 
ftiiUiSy and the trarels of Orfh^t^ Zww^tfics^ and 
hitviit^ Pythngoroi ; as alfo on the afBthority of PhiUJha'- 
olhn^ tHSy wbO| though of a contrary opinion to us> as 
» ro the Saies of Ftrjia and the J^jpidnsy yet fayes, 
chat PjtMfoTM'i Pemocrimsy and jEmfidocUs^not^ 
withftanding their conyerfation with th«n> 
would not learn any thing of their Science* Tq 
Hrengthen this yet f urther> we may adde the ne- 
gative authority of Laertlus^ who makes not the 
leaflf mention of the Magick of PtmcerlttiSy and 
but one word by the way of that of Emf^docUs^ 
not fpecifying, contrary to his cuftom^ any thing, 
he had done by the means of it^without bringing 
on the Ihge the commopfoluiion of this kind of 
argument. Andvetit were but juflto ur^e it> 
wnen he from wnom it is taken had made it his 
bufineffe to fay all he could, and to particularize 
whatever belon« to the Subje^ he treats on. For 
inllance, if any (honid undertake to oive an exa£t 
account of all the Sciincts^ and fliould fay nothing 
ofMiMctfrey it might be |u(^ly inferr'd> he did not 
rank it among them. So it maybe concluded, 
that Ldtrtlm and two hundred and eleven Au* 
chours, whom he quotes, had not heard ought of 
the Magick of theie two Philofophers, fince he 
fayes not any thing of it in his Boojk, where yet 
he intended a full colleAion, even to the jugling 
tricks of Pph^f^oTMy and che moft inconfiderable 
particular!) though fabulous, he bad read of or 
thcrs. 
But if to T$mocTi^'4t lu particular, we may 
J»j.i, balance PHnf% authority with what he Ayes him- 

felC 



j«tf of the dodit tvhidi many made to bet<0iris ' 
di^i^ fo le%bt and criviall ot a rnan ib;viri{e ^ 
di^arcec in all Ms other adion9« Andcothattdde 
tbe contrary amboricy of GeUm^ who bath made li^.t 9{ 
nexprefie Chapter^ Dtfammk faManm ^iM ^•^ ^« 
tSmmfecmtdm intUgmffimi mDeimcritmm Phfla^ ' 
ftj/bmrn confen • where he(&iayrers at larM tbe; 
vanity of allcbe forementioned fibles, aodat laft • 
cooclndes with theie words • Mnhs^ 4mtm vlJkn^ 
tmr kt homlnibns nfMlc. frlertHns ImjMfm0di c§m'^ 
wmma in pem&cmi namen sUiSy mblthaiisy amorl^ 
^fit ^^ T^^S}^ memikuK Nor indeed do JF- 
find any more than two thingsm thefeobjc^ofis 
oiPiiff^ which we may at all nick at, thatiS) the- 
ma^tcall hooks written hs DimdcritHSy and thofe - 
of JXrri^m/ pobiifli'd by him. To which may be 
aniwer'd, that fuch proo& conctnde not direaly; , 
as we have (hewn in the (ixth Chapter of tbis 
Apdcfie; that thefe books are not Specified by 
jAtcrtinsy or any others and that it is cxtreatnly ^ 
uncertain who that psrdams (hontd be. For 
though Plir^y TermlliMHy and Aftdtins make him 
a great Magician, yet all they fay of him is upcm 
tte credit of ColmmlUy who fay es^ ' 

Jttfi fmta vnUt meJScins rtfelUre pcftcmj ljb,i^ 

If wc wilt refer thebnfinefTeto the CiTiiianSy ' ' ^ 
this D^rJUfms may well be fome other than a 
Magician) lince they fay, that JXtrdjtmtrii are pro* 
jicnfSipUJutrih Praf$Uy Pr0Ximt4^ thttis>£^> 
£rgffers and Regr^^ersy who fill their bams and 
Iftore-hoofeS with all forts of proYiHoni to be fold 
ijpxn accxtraordinary ratos^wben a di^iaVx^wi^si 
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f o:fervat. happen; as ic is learnedly incerpreredby [f ] Chjs^ 
VV '- ^'^' and[hj T^nthns. To (his ladde^ to leaw 
(dflX^ci. ^^^^ erroneous pcrlwafion as naked as may boi 
icaf.si. ' what [i) S^linusy fpeaking of the Hone CstmelA* 
tOi which (iuck to the hands of tbofe that handled, 
it) as it it bad been of a irifcous and glewy nature* 
faith) pemocrttnm Abderitem efientationc fcruftUi 
hu'lHs frequenter nfum^ ad nrotaiuUm eccukum ir4- 
tHTdpeuntism i» certdmimkHs qut contra magos ha^ . 
bMlt. And tothat) the opinion of the Spaniard 
juWHor TorrebloH^Ai whofaycsexpreffely, that AiMpsm-. 
M^gicLi. Damonl^cam fieno ere negarnnt Vftnecrltusy jitter^ 
e, 2* ^t. ^, reesy SlmfUcms^ & alii Epicurel qui una cum SaA* 
ducais DAfnones ejfe negarnnt. For indeed he well 
difcover'd what account he made of Spirics and 
lucUn'in ^•^8^^^> when he plcafantly laugh'd at tbo!Q 




Ju'.un.ia rlass and cntrcued by him to raife np his vvite^he 

'^'*^* anfwcr'd him with a good moral 1 inHruCl:ion» that 
lie would do ic with all his hearty provided he 
would bripg him but three men who had never 
bcwai.'d rhedeuh of their neerdl friends ; for 
there needed no more than to write their namcs> 
and put them upon his wife's tomb, to make her 
rile again immedurely. This was much differerc 
from the proceeding of Simon Magus^ or rather 

i^lytJts tin- the counterfeit Monk SdnutareMMs. who cntreat- 
IJ4/.P.4. edbythe Emperour Bafilim that he might fee 

. A' r his Son, though dead was much more kind than 
DemocritHs^ for he gave him a meering with him, 
as he went a hunting, and fufPe'd them to em- 
bruc one another for fome time ; which it was as 
C^fic fo: hitr\ to do by his Enchantment, as it was 
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for Jkm§eri$m^ xAiohuS attaiis'd tlie 
jeofalltbiii^iaiFetliacofACi^/ri^ /r . . 

HNdc is my achminuoii lefife, due ArMV (hould 
^^Mb'Mfer chgr^M^ wiiac was doothjEmf^J^chi to 
htaUtr cbe over^viotence of tbc^ winds chat blev^ 
jttU^CoQmrqr^ Fx>r Ldertms explaning tr, {aytir; 
liscrammaodedaaiany A(lbcobeflay*d,& their 
dc^to be madeimo Dog^and put upon cbe cops 
of.tmoimtaimvcoreprefie the immoderace gUAs 
ofsbe EtifiM winds. Wherein it is eal^ly percex* 
ftd there was no tnoris Magick, than b the indii* 
fls^Hieured todtfUter iY\it Sulinmmans firom the 
flijgae caufed by the noifomnefle of a river, by: 
onnog into it two little rivulet s, which dtflfolv^* 
ch^vifcourneiTe, jnd arried away all the filth>os 
in cheiiniple cure be did of the fnflSscation of the 
yutmxy which yet bath ^ven fome occafion to; 
'■ ityj that he raif'd a woman to life, and to SMtjim^ 

txlMrtius^ that be was aMagidan^ thoi^ moft* 
parcof the veries be produces to prove it, and a* 
^iiHig ochers tbd'e, 
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: FharmacaqueiefiUsimorbosy nUvif^fem^am' 

r ExtinStHmjjh$mtnimmffr9r$VH»iuatOre$^ '- \ 

should be interpreted as TM§m99im fa^es, of a (e^ iter, ne^ih 
^ec be had to keep a body^ for (bmecime, front^^^'ir. /.i^ 
corruption, though deprived of iiooriftthent, ic*/-*** *• 
ioiration, and the beatii^ of the Arteries; upon 
cnee)^lication vwhereof maybe confulted OMkhfiib.4. 4$ 
^^«itfy, and tlie forementioned Tk/iMsmr • r^4*\ 
\ Drawing-now:* Deer unto the ind of the Cbap*^*^ ^ ^^ 
tet^ I have briefly two thtngi^to i^ce tipoo tber^j^^^ 
Romance we haveiiraiaa fVMarmMi ioche Uiedt 
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f^^Pi Af^mifis. Bur I (hillfirftobferve cheinacfrer* 

^^, ie Lancrcy who afifure us there is now xohz feen 
in the f^atUan at lUme a bo9k, Dcfi^arii cmwi 
€ompoi*d \r] AfoSmlmTkjdmims^ the ambigiuty 
of the name having made them miitake him for 
jif^llionins Pergimsy iimamed Magnus GfomnrMy 
who liv'd in the time of Clcomtdesj an bmuircd 
and Bfty years before the nativity of our Savioar ;, 
for he it was that writ «ighc books J»Ommic§no^ 
four whereof are tranflited out of the Greek by 
frtiirkk^ C$mmMiin^ printed at Bohgme in ibe 
year i %66» This being granted^ as needing oo 
other proof, I (hall fay^ nrft) that this jif§B$mms 
TA/^Mn/ might be fome vert uous man, of avaft 
and powerful! wit> one who made excellent ad« 
vantages of philojopbicaU fpeculations and hit 
own nature, to difpoie of rhat of Kings and Prin- 
ces, and fo came as neer the Hero's and Demi* 
Gods,as he was far from the ordinary fort of men. 
V^'hcncc Sid^mus jipoUinaris took occaiion very 
much CO ce\el>rate one of his friends, a Couniel- 
lour ro, and ofgreat authority with Evarix King 
of the Goths, putting bim inc6 the fcales witki 

^a\* ^ ^^** Philolbpher. Lege vintm , faid he to him 

tuiy id eft ^ a divitHmsambitum^ mc dtvstias dmH^ 
tmtnh citfidmm fcieml£y c$minem€m fecnnl^^ irnn 
tfmlds Mifteminmy inarft^nrsitosHmiMiftm. TUs 
certainly might well leem ftrange in the month 
of a Bidiop, and a friend who would comoaeiicl 
another^ were ic not evident by the teittmonics 
ef Eitfetimt and CdffhdMms^ chat this AfolUmms 
was a famoof Philotopher and a very vriic masK» 
BcBdcs^ cfaacicweicimptadenoe cocsedicthefi* 



ac{ PhiUShAtHs ratUerihaDihe ai«howi«| 
T'Si.Hltrami and Jffiif MartjryV/ho ifryoc mt 
Other caufe of all his miraculous of eiacipffA tban 
the knowledge he had ot Natuiej and lb ^b^utcr 
ly clear him of Magick ; the former Tayiiigiili hU 
£pillle to Paitllnm-, Afollanitu ftve Ma^ti^^ Vi4^ i¥.i«I» 
gKtto^Hitur-i fve PhUofofhm-) "t PythaprjciwA^. 
'ditnt. The latter is much more open in bM Q^B^ ^"■••l- 
ftions to the Orthodox, Afollon'msm virimitr^ 
l]ftm fotentiarum-, & diJfeiJtoiiHm at^ copjk»fi»mtm 



v^mMlUfirfci^iiJMmift^djrficltMm', . 

.Butlfthis be Qoc-eiuM^ v^inay-reKl bSt. Qm/Lm 
jiM0^MjiMi and C#^«M, UwtonoM'<«»ChaK"'"f'' 
i)3?iiH and another famot»Ha^)Wi,callc(li^<! '* 
m^'h fleightiod all [benatiuall peuocmaocesof 
jMiUniiif , u being, nochiag in comparifon o£ 
WW tbey daily did) by th« tneuu of >Geoitck and 
}tfobibited Magick -j^ wfaescM tbete fiaiUioc any 
{iroof totbe coonarybedrawi) oucoU^nanyAD^ 
tboQrS} who have for^d^sMpy lies atuibChinier; 
ra'^pon luslilct aij(U<f|ircM.IUima)ioe» bare 
dpaeonducof P«£«C» J!nif!kmJL roc-STafifemt^rip-A^t 
made -noc^ifat Book be {womilM of itts Hilioiy ; ^'7^ 
^jJflBiwhad deicnb'dhimliKbas wehiwrepre^"**** 
rtuited him; TsJ^ituyiUm^uMU io^JUctmuhatf 
a^e not tone met m^ipMylJbmytfi»tbac.it> 
quinoc, b« judg'd in what :f«A(e theyiwm (tf tom^ 

alllnMeUuon from PhU^^mt wboiwditeftl^i*^^ 
1^1 his aetbi nq9«ft«C ffaftBmpfe$&-:^Mia^ 

tCB ^tfaf SPiqvWKnPWiQffQueealiaxubJiiiK 
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ctffes. Befides the fklfe notes of his own irnagi* 
nation^ he made ufe ot thoTe of one M^xmur^ 
who had writcen a relacion of what Afimms 
had done ac Tn^rfrs ^ hoc his main affiftance was 
the Diary or Diurnall o( Damis. Of the incegiity 
• of this Damisj (ince a Don may be known by bis 
daw> and that a man need, not drink up the Sea> 
to try whether it be laic ; we are not to make the 
lealt account) fmce he f s lo impudent as to a((irm> 
tib.t.eli. 10 fbUoJtrsms^ that he had feen the chains where- 
t.Kc.%. ^ lyjfh Pr^methtns hadbeen feflcn'd to Mount C^wf- 
csfnsj which wereyet in the floneS) when be paf- 
fed it with Afohnmsy who was travelling to the 
Indies. But as all tbingSi even the molVfabulous> 
have fome ground^ and that all painting Tunpofes 
a firm and folid bod]f under \u lo mult it be ac« 
knowledg'dy that this great Volume blown up 
with falfities, was written by Phihjhdtm out of 
no other defigne, than to make a parallel between 
the miracles of this Philofopher, and thofe of Jf- 
fus Christy purpofely to undermine the foundati- 
ons of our ReligioD,and fet people at a lo{re>whe- 
ther of the two they rather ought to credits our 
Saviour or AfolUnifu. The fame courfe took Eu* 
ndfiusy an implacable enemy of the Chriflians,to 
dilpara^e the miracles of Saints and Martyr^) by 
ad vancmg a many invented by himfelf of Tlotlnmsy 
S§fifiitcr y Porfhjfrlmsy Mdxlmnsy lambltcHSy and 
divers other Platonilts^ whofe lives he writ. That 
the cafe ftands thus with Piti/^/r^riK/, the conje- 
dure is but too probable | for the EmpreiTe 7ii^« 
/m's defire) to fee fomething of his writing (as be* 
ing a man very polite and eloquent) might well 
^vehim occalion to publifti chat chimerical U yet 
pmndom HiAoryi m tbecimectf che fmh Per- 



fecttioih which happened under Stf^imus Sevi^ 
tm% abour two hundred and ten years after Chrift> 
when the Pagans endeavoured the deftru£tion of 
Chriflianicy, no lefle by Anifices than by open , 
w V\ Upon this very account was ic,ihat Voftfcns in vh$ 
celebrated fo highly, thoi^h in few.wordi, the^^'*^* 
wrcues and miracles of this Thj4MMS; for accor- 
ding to the learned C^faub^ifs gloffe upoti iuCum u nm$ « 
hoc tibtc'we fulclrem homines fa^sm ruentes jsmfth^ y<^fi^^ 
ffrfiiMms fuAiy nemo debet mirari Vopfinm hoc 
loco in iilins laudesferri. 

We may cheretore paiTe our finall juc^ement 
on all this> with Panlns Orofiusy and Leonard Fairy 
viz. That as the greateft pare of the Fables of Po« 
cts, and other Heathen Writers> (eeih to have ta- 
ken their difguifes out of the holy Scriptures* as 
ibrinlhnce, the Deluge in the time ot Dencalion 
and ^jrrhay from that of Noah j the fall of Ph^* 
ttony from the miracle of Joflma ; cbeGyants war> 
from the Tower of Babehy the Ambrofia of the 
Gods> from the Manna of the Ifraelites; the 
plague at Rome from that in the Defert ; and the 
Serpent of t/Efcnlapifafyom the Brazen one ere- 
£tedby Mofes. So without quettion all the extra- 
vagancies oi PhUofiratw upon his jipolloniHSyWok 
their rile from the true miracles of our Saviour, 
fmce he hath been pleaf'd to oppofe the D2fnon> 
vvhich came lo give AjoUonim^s mother notice of tih.i. r. t 
bis nativity^ to the myttcry of ihs Annunciation ; 4,759,'^.. 
the finging of Swans, to that of the Angels ; the'**/^*^^"^ 
lightening that fell from Heaven, to the Star that i\^^c, j* * 
appeared in Bethleem; the Letters fenc to him * 
from divers Kings, to the adoration of the Mogi^ 
the difcourfes he held , when very young> in the 
Ten\^\j^ ^i ^fcnlafim^ |0 the d^f^wuuoti t^^ 
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Christ amoog tlie Dortours ; the queftiofif pnc to 
him by his Dilciple9> to thofe of the ApofQa { the 
judgement he palTed upon the Eunuch alid the 
Concubine? to that on the woman taken in adul- 
tery ; tM apparition he met with Upon Mouift 
Cmcsf^s , CO the temptation of the De^il in tht 
wildernefTe; theincreduhtyotthe£pbefianS| co 
th^t of the Jews ; his deliverance of a youi^ man 
" pofTefTed with the Deril > to the like aAion of 

ChrlSh ; the Mnid he railed to lite at R^me > to 
Jalrus's^ daughter ; his appearing to Dumis and 
DemttriHs without the City, to that of ourSavi« 
our to the two Difciplef going to EmmMtt; the 
word* he faid to them, tothoiie of Jefns Ctrilfj 
Spirltus csrffem &offd nonhabet* and laftly) his 
death and afcenfion) either to that of Chrlfiy or to 
the tranflation of En^ch or ElUh, All thde pa- 
rallels I have the rather thoqght fit to pardcuta- 
rize> todiewthe malice? and the pitifutl andin- 
diiicreet fubtlety of Phihfiratus • and confeoment* 
ly, that the fafcrt way to refute all thcfe fiOTons? 
istodenvthem any relation toMagick? contrary 
toe Ttmm ^^ ^^^^ Fruncifcus PicMs hath done, bccaufe Jews 
tratt§t. I. J. 9nd Gentiles might make their advantage of 
c*io. them, and thence draw an example , to prove 
what they have fo often faid of CAr//^ in theGo- 
fpc\ A/pw we k^few thou hafi a Devil-ifcr then caftcil' 
6m Devils^ tl)reH^h Btelzibub the Prime of Devils. 
^^Ij^ Bciides that, we mutt with Enjebltu aofolutely 
m9Y$cUm. deny thcm,andfo proceed, according to his dire* 
ittonsin thedifcoveryof them, that we may lay 
open the weak grounds they are built upon> and 
all the impcrinencies and contradi£Hons they are 
CiV. i«P4-gtiilty6f) Ut vetnfiA hdhMnmr tfiaj mnm invifi-^ 
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CHAP. XIII. 

■ 

Of thi Genii ^wribmiAfSocrstesj jiriftetUy PItf .» 

tHe Jefuic ThprMM quotes an cbfervation u sffmki 
of focne people fuffideDC^y fuperfticiouS) who S/irir^.i4« 
&y chac all Chi Idren borne in the Ember-weeks •*''*• 3^» 
cotnmonly bring along wich them their caules or 
cercaine memDranes 9 and are much more likely 
cben others CO gaine the acquaintance and famU 
liarity of the 3enii defigned for their condud. 
The ume Priviledge they alio pretend to 9 accor- 
ding to Ptolemjf , who nave the Moon, in con- ^uadAf. i; 
jandHon with Sagittary , Lady of their a6lions, ^- ^r^^'^ 
or with Pifces, of the Nativity. All we inferrc ^^***'* * * 
hence> is, to imagine one of thefe two happened 
ui the Nativities of all thofe for whom we make 
this Chapter 9 Ance that by the Anthority of moft 
Authors, every one of them might preiume he 
was brought into the Temple of Glory and Im- 
mortality by the extraordinary affiftance of fome 
Genius or familiar Dsmon, which was to them ^ 
as Aff^ttHs fayes, fiitgularis fr^fcBus^ domefiicns ilk. it t>e§ 
ffecuUpar^hMviJfmsdrthcriinfefMrMMis tefih^amSecrafp . 
lorMm imfrptator^idnomm fr§bator. But (ince ^his 
opinLpn cannot be affected without much injury 
done to thefe great men, and taking away from 
the obligation we owe their excellent Laoours « 
by the meanes whereof^ and not by that of thefe 
Daemons and tutelary Gods, fo many precitfiif 
Kliques and -monuments of thdcLctttxm'^Vv^^ 
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Come CO our knowledge : me thinks u is but juR 
we (hottld continue them in cheir deferv'd repu- 
tation > and (hew the cme meaning nuy be gi* 
Ten this Converiation and correfpondence? how 
extravagant their ima^natiens are who believe 
it to have been Tuch as that ef the Angels with 
holy men > or that of Devills with Magici- 
ans. 
For to come as near the truth if may be ^ we 
jLa!^* ^' are to obJ'erve chat the Platonicks> as [d] Jfm- 
^^* tlichfis and [e] Foxitis affirmed aiTigded four kinds 
i commnt^^ racionall Creatures, after that which they 
i» ?bMd§a. called the firft Bein|> or HrH GoodneiTei that is> 
the firft Author andMover of all thingit; that is 
to ray> the CeUfiUU Gods or Angels ; the Ddmons 
inferior to them ;. the Heroes ; and the fouls of 
all men. The principall duty and employment 
2j^^ ^^ ^. o^' the Dxmons being, as Proclus aflirmes, only 
imiet D^. to encerpofe and manage the affaires and condutll 
moiu. o f the lafi> and to be as it were their guides and 
intcrpr^ers towards theGod^;^ fomehave taken 
occafion , from rhe refemblance of thefe adlions, 
with chofe of the fouls over cheir bodies; to call 
them Ibmecimes by the name of Damons. And to 
do this they thought there was much more reafon^ 
when they arriv'd to fuch a defiance of the Slavery 
and tyranny of the matter wherein they were as it 
vyere immerf*d ,xhat they had the abfoluce difpo^ 
fall of all their faculties , and were as miraculous 
io all chey did as chofe Dsmons were thought* 
«fl>f^S#- According to thislcnfe that does jifuleiHs lay, 
jinlmtis himdfms en^mnunc in corfore fitas^ Dam 
mon nuncHfAtwr^ ^XidHeraditHs^ that the Spirit of 
a man was to him inflead of a Genius, i^ 7d&* 00^ 
$tJit^ Jkiumi bdides ihac it may eafily be^^io- 
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fiert'd from thcfc two vcrlci faf f7rf //; 

'Dlitie mtftc ardvrem mifnlbnf iiid$ifit 
Mnrgdli } Mfifd cHtgjg Jimfk dim ctifid^ } 

chat the juft defires add gbod operations o£ the 
iool may in like manner be qualified with the 
name ot Gck). Adde to this whac Ftfrfhjrtm 
fayes , after PImo in bis Timaus , chac God bach 
affign'd cbe fuperior faculty of our Mind as a Dx* 
mon to condudt US| and cbac it may be juftly call- 
ed MudgmoBy wbo looks on Wifdom as the Pha- 
ros that ibould dire& it in all the anions of his 
life^ 

This might vrell ferte fbr a getierall folutibd 
to that whatever may be faid of the familiarity 
and acquaintance ot Sccrdfts > ArlftotU , and 
others^ with certaih Devils ; were it not alfo 
requifite , to anfwer the objeftions nuy be made 
againil them in particular. To begin then with 
that famous and fo well known Damon bf 5ir- 
cratesy no leffe celebrated by their Authority from 
whom we have the biAory of it, than by^the great jv fati^ 
diver(icy of opinions concerning it. Some affirm it &diei. 
might truely be fome Apparition^ 8c others that it ^«^*^- '« 
was a pure ii^on of tteit Philofopher, or of his'*'*^** 
two Diiciples Jr(g9»9pAfif and iViir0> wbo as falfeiy 
advanced the report of this divine aflilhnce > ^s 
that of the Oracle's declaring him thewifeft ot 
Mankbd, as if there were any reafon to beftow 
the higheft and prondeft Tide imaginable > on 
a lewd fellow that publikely ptofeff'd Ignorance j 
Sloatb and Sodomy > who liif*d u^ofi almes y 
knowing not any art or difciplitie> and endea* 
YOurin|todUaeditaU the ScktKc^ b) bh v^^ 
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Tagirdt.in Sacranci ^ gregis fnh hdt SafientU quondun^ 
7fmat.it Scire whil--^-^-^ 

a mai( i;hac breat h'd nothing but the incrodudiDn 
diAtkelfmey defervcdly reprov'dand lau^h'd at 
hy^lflofhmisy Timon^ jiriStatli znd jiwiMSMf^ 
^Dd laftly a man chat for all the prailes have been, 
g^vea hini^t is only oblig'd to two of his dii'ciples^ 
fyerioftf not free from fufpkion^ and conlequently 
not abVolpcely creditable » who might as well 
write Apologies for him 9 and outry one another 
iuhis cpiT)ijiQPdations , ^siGfUiHs obf~er?es thac 
one of them did when be writ bis InfiimuMs ef 

ti^.M.r.5* V^'^-^i out of emulation to the other ^ who bad 
publinied ten Books #/C0iiiHiM^-.ffWi/r/?^ . 

Buf: thcfe are derf>erate Sallyes of a dangerous 
r9rc of fpirits r.who » piupolely to expose him 
iq generall contempt , io freely difcredic the 
Authority of tbeic two great Philofophers > as 
alfothofcpf^/^M/^/W) MaximusTjirlfU', Cicero ^ 
Plmarch and the bellAuthours^ out ot no other 
motive then thatof meer vanity and a groundlels 
iiopc oi bcirg thought more aiticall andquick- 
Cij^nted thvin others for breaking and battering this 
ancient image. I (hould> for my part) rather be 
- of clxir number who reverence it, out of a be- 
lief that fo many Authors would not beftow fuch 
Hlogies on 5«cr^/fi , orrallhimi zsMarnul did % 
magpum Senem^ as Perfinty bdrtfMtttm MAglShnnh 
ai yal. Aiaximm^ pallUtHm dnimum virUitd$)s r^ 
ith. de dco ^^yc-^ q^ \^i\\^j as ^fuleius^ Divifi4frMdtntUfencm^ 
.ocrjttt. jf 1^^ j^^j j^^^ bceplo famous for bis wildome, 
that they are rai her (o be excuf'd thefa condemnVl 
who, with fome reafon thought he had acquired 
k by the favour and afli(tincc dL his D^VMrtr* 
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With this misfortune^ neverthdefTe, chat there is 
as much uncercaiocy in the explication of the na^ 
cure of ic according to ibis opinion > as there was 
malice and calumny in the precedent. For [o] 
Afuleias wiUhave it to be a God> Lp] LdBMntins o MJem: 
and L<J] TenulUaH^ zDtsiU [t] PUt9, inyifible;P.^'^^»«^ 
AfuleiHs affirmcs that ic might be vifible (O'f'J^/*^*'^ 
PlfitArch that it was a certain fneezing on the fj^ ^ 
Icfcor right fide, according to which Socrates pre* r J» rbeagt 
ho*d oood or bad liicceiVe in the thing undertaken, s i>e De$. 
(t) MaxlmHs Tyrins fayes, it was only a remorfe ^^^* ., 
ot confcicnce againft the tiblence of his haturall ^^[^7. 
inclination, which was neither heard nor feen > 
whereby 5^^r4/ry was rcftraln'd from doing what 
was ill; (u) PomjfAnauHs^ chat itwas the afcendent u Df «- 
of his Nacivity5& ladly (x) Montaigne thac it was cantattonU 
a certain impulfionof thewil^that prefetited it lelf ^«*>^-. "• 
to him^beyond the direftioh of his dilcourfe. But ^ i^^^ai 
for my parr, I think it may be truelyand ration- 1,/ 
ally faid, that this familiar Dxmon of Socrates^ 
which was to him , (v) In relfus Incertis pfofpftta- y 4^'''- * 
tor, duynsframomtorjfmcnlofif viator, wlsoniy *^^^^^- 
the geod regulation of his life, the wifie condu<^ 
ofhis Aftions, his experience of things , and the 
refiilt of all his Veaues , which wrought in hirtt 
that prudence,which may juftly be termed the fait 
and ieafoning of all a£li6ns > the rule and line of 
all affaires , the eye which fees , direfts and dil- 
pofesall; and in a word, the Art of life, as Me^ 
dicine is the Art of health; So that there is 
niucb more reafon to believe that the foul of 
this Philofophcr, not only refin'd from its vio- 
lent pafltona , but inrich'd with all forts of Ver- 
tties, was the true DxmoB of his carriage, thanl 
tdim^gite Hitn enungled id the d^V^dJ^q^ ^t^. 

La " ww«S:^^ 
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cbnvetfing with Hobgoblins, credicio^ them or 
following their directions > an imagination fo 
abfurd that Plmarch thoi^ht himielf concerned 
to endeivourio weed it out of our beliet^ For 
in his. Book upon Socrates" fi Ddmon he faies 2 
that Snrdtts flighted not celeftiall thin^s^ 
as the jithcnUns would have it belie v'd 
at bis condecnnatiott) but that abundance of im- 
aginary apparitions^ fables,and i'uperftitions hav- 
ing crepe into the Pbilolbphy of Pjthagords and 
his dil'ciples , whereby it was become ablblucely 
ridiculous and contemptible, he endeavoured to 
regulate it by prudence, to cleanie it from all 
chofe Stories , and not to believe any more then 
what he thought rational^ 

To this we may adde a generall GoBineJft 
fhining through all his actions , and that he 
had no other dehgne then to lead his neighbour 
in the paths of vercue , and thence percave the 
little ground we have to conclude this Gcniui 
to have been a bad Dsmon. Which yet we 
(hould rather believe than that ft was a good An- 
geU (incethat he mull either have it voluntarily 
and by divine permiflion (a fecret bath not been 
yec revbai'd) or by the force of his conjurations, 
^ut thefc mull needs be vain at that time, where- 
in Angels rather commanded men, and were not 
courted with iomuch facility as fmce the paflion 
of JefusChrill,vvho hath deliveiM us from the fla- 
. very of (in , to make us equal Is and companions 

^.10. ^^ Angels, who would not bcador'dby St. (2) 
Gin. xS« John^% they had fometimes been \}){i)AlnrMham . 
This foundation layd, there remaines only to 
/dbl ve three difficulties which may happen con* 
ccrmiB^thii J>4mohi The&tftv;> wh^ne oevei 
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periwadcd him co do any chioa;, but only not to. 
andercake fomeching) and to take heed and avoid 
k. To this it may be anfwered that Socrates 
needed it not) in as much as being naturally en- 
ding to whatever were yertuous , his particu* 
lar endeavour was, by a long habit ^ to arrive to 
that refervedneiTe which chegteaefl peribns 9 e* 
ven in their mod violent pamons , and nptvyith- 
ftanding their courage> either have or ought co 
have. This is true prudence, which regulates their 
conduwV, and makes them do all things wifely, 
qH£rati9y faith Cicero^ PoetMSy maxlme^ Home^ 
rum impti/ity ut frincifibHs Heronmy Uly/fl ^ yigd*' 
memfioffi^ Dlomeiiy AchilUy certosdeos difcriminHif^ 
& pencHlorum eomitcs adjwtg€rc9ft» 

The fecond is a proof taken from the Ecftafies 
which were ordinary to this perfon , whence 
fome conclude they could nothippen to him but 
by the means of a Dxmonmore powerfull thcnr 
that of the perfo6lion of his Soul. As if it were 
nor more rational!, with Arlfiatle and Mar film p^. ihd 
FiclnHSy who reprefent Socrates as a man extrcam-'^^*''^' 
ly melancholy, to imagine theie ecrta(ies as na* 
turall in him as thofe oi Charles JU BouilUy menti*" 
oned by Qefwr and Trlthemlus. For Mcfancho.-g®j^^'^«^ 
ly may for a longtime entertaine the Soul, in^ ^ '^^j^' 
a deep medit^tion^^ and when the Spirits attend ^cciefiafU 
the foule ro that place where it retreats as it were 
into its centre, to do it fome Service there 9 the 
other parts are depriv'd of their influent heat^^ 
and leem not to have any fpark of life , and: 
this is properly what is called Ecftaiie. 

The laft depends upon the great number and 
certainty of the pracdidHons of this Philofophery 
whence is drawn the fame intcrence ^s fcoov i^bs. 
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i>recedemr^thac Socrdits svzs certainly the in- 
trumcnc oHhac Daemon, which not content to 
have declared ium the wifeft of all men ) would 
jDC^ds add a further refpeA to him by the meanes 
o^ his Oracles and antWers. To this may be 
raid> that) befides that it were an open breach of 
Uir4€€"s commandment* 

Nee Pcus intirjk^ nlfi digfim vlndift n^dm 
^feru , Incld^rity^ * 

to attribute thefe prediflions of S9crat€s , and 
the advice he gave his friends, to Ibme Divinttv ; 
it were more rationall to conceive^ tbat^ as he 
was ablblutely enclin'd to moral! anions > fo 
badhefo particularly conHder'd all the accidents 
that happen to men > that any thing almoft gave 
him Tome light to judgp of and foreiee what was 
toqome* Hence it alio came that he was repu- 
ted the eighth wife-man oi Greece, becaufe he ab- 
folutelv refign'd himfelf to the prafticeof com- 
mendaole and vertuous Adions, no( mcdling 
with the fruitie^Tc; fpeculations of the Sciences ; 
which) like mony? are (bmecimes current^ lome- 
timescry*d down, one while flamp'd one way i 
another) another; but alwayesembar*d and very 
leight« And herein he imitated the (even fa- 
mous pcrfons of Antiquity) among whom was 
oply Thdles whofe wiidome exceeded the con^ 
templation of thofe things which were in com- 
mon ufe among men • for, him excepted, all the 
reft acquir'd that (o honourable title by their greac 
underftandingofMerality, and Matters of State 
and Governmenr. 
There 2XC thofe^ whO) to make jirOloth not 
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inferiburco SocratJtsy maintainebe had the i)af>- 
ticMlar adiihnce of fome I>AmoM. But ctiefe-^ 
inethinks, do his doftrine as much vialencekS 
{c]Csrda9t did xhxLoi jiverrots (whenever ht^^. ^f^^* 
ticvd thcrciwercany Devils) when he introduces ^^' * ^^' 
aDxtnon who cairdhimfelfoneof his dilci^les 
Md toUowers ; or the Alchimiits daily do to 
Ai/icenna , to whom , (though, in [ f 1 i^^/WiW ^ ^"^^^ 
Romantis^ he abloutely deny the poffibiiky ot^^^^^'g^^ 
cbeir metallick trahfmutation) they yet atiritftlt^ eyts com- 
the knowledge and pra6tifeof ihePhilofophtfrtwe»M»/iir» 
ftone* For there is nothing > fo cerrain in the ^«'w. 
I>oSrineof-/ir/y^«ir/r, nor wherein hislntefprev 
ters do ib much agree ; as that he never admkr^^ g ^m^M 
any other intelligences then thofi* which caiiied ^'^^onib. 
.the motion of the celc'tiall Bodies, difcardihg ^^ f • 
all other kinds of Daemons and Angels, fo con-^^^^^ j^ • 
firming his own principles, and admitting no- univcrfo 
thing which was not known to him either by rj[\<3' fpintu. 
tion or operation. Tnis is the generall aflefti- * ^fincan- 

on of the Ptripatetlcks , with [gl Aqalnks, [h] J^^'^^a' '^e 
fFilliam Bf^ oiPMis, '[i]Pompa9fatiuj.lk']Cardahr^p^^'^l^ ^^^^ 
[11 ThenpoluSy [ml RioUntis^ \vi\NiphfiI\ t^6JevArHt 
I a] Bernard Mirandulaniis , who cxpreffciy foye^ ^'93. 
iilnd negate non foptmuSyArlfiotelem rat lone nt^t^ih^}^ ^^^* 
li non ferveniffe mfi ad format ifua in corf ore ^l^'^^^^^'^/ ^^** 
/^«r. To the fame purpole Nlfhus\ before him', i^ comment 
iaid. that fuch iotms and fcpaiatediabftances, ^c^inFei-nel. L 
cording to the doftrinc of the JVr/p^rtf^/Vi^, eram \. de ahd^ 
Teretifmata ijHddatn & figmcnt4y fuch as Thet^^'^-f*^^* 
folus fdiyts Arijtot/e cvtt ([ight^d, ^^^^^^'Sphin-^^^'^^^ . 
gis & Chlmara inanid ^Ww»iw, attributing oii^.j*^^ 
what is commonly faidof th«tn> to nature, thtt d^QnguC 
i$> to the properties of natebrall things 5^ to the ^^^^. f. 
humour aivl tcmpcranient <tf . A\iimals, €6 tfii ^^^' 
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qotUues of places 9 and to their vapours and ex« 
halations ^leaving nothing at all for the fuhlUnces 
CO do. And that there is not any difpute con- 
cerning cbem in his workes> is 9 not that he 
could not afi'ert thdm without fame Demonftra- 
ciott) but that hedixftnot openly refute cbeni) 
not becaufe he would not contradict 7/4r^, who 
had gaind much repuuiion hy introducing themy 
but that he wQiild atoid th$ cenfure of impiety by 
oppofing (he Lawes of his Coumry,& the common 
Opinion concerning Gods Cc Oracles. However it 
be^we cannot conclude according to hb doftrine^ 
chat they were any thing but dreames and Chimt^ 
fa's. For if there were a^y > (hey mull be either 
CorporidUov ijfe^rfgri^M j t ofay they were incof 
poreall were to comradiA what he fayes in the i a. 
o( his Mit^fhyfi^kj 9 that there is no Intelligence 
but is joyn d to fotne body. Beiices they muft be 
thought all «'ood; and void of malice and corrup- 
tion accordipg co what he fayes in the ninth 
Book of the fam^ creatire> that fin cannot proceed 
but from matter; wherein^ a!( heexplaines it in his 
£thlckjy lyes the IcnfuallappctitC) which, when 
it exceeds and over-rules the rationall^aufes that 
deformity. If they were corporeally their Bo- 
dies were either eternall or mortall ; the former 
they cannot he^ because, in all bis Phy(icks,he af- 
(igns but one only body of that nature^that is that 
o? Heaven. If morull,they were either fimple or 
'compound ; if fimplC) what he fayes in the firft 
j^nd fecond Book ) di. Ammny that (he is never 
found inafimpic Body) cannot any way ftand 
with it ; if the latter > they were cenfequemly 
corruptible 9 palpable, perceptible > and lubjeft 
%o a thoufand changes and alterations} which cas^ 
jppt be a^dmittedt Nor 
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Nor does ic amount co mnch that be hath the 
w*f d Dxmon in TeveiraU places of fais Books ^ for 
then it muft be conceiv'd he fpeakes according to 
the opinion of the vulgar K cbe Piaconicks^as AU 
sxsMder 8: Nivhus affirme, upon the fift of bis Mt^ 
tdfbfjkkii and the third. Of the gtncrMUn ofAm^ 
mds^ Chap. 14. Or tiaply he made nie of chat 
irord fpeaking of God > as is eiident (rom that 
pafTage in the fecond Book of his Bhctmck^i where 
ne fayes, chat the Demon is fent to divers perfons 
of extraordinary Profperities, not out of any af»' 
fe£tion he bears them, but co make their Cala- 
mity the more remarkable ; for certain it is chat 
only God can lend thofe profperities, 

Befides all chefe prooEi, me thinks there is one 
very pertinent may be had out of his Book OfDU 
vination by dreames , where to (hew there was no- 
thing fupematurail in them, he fayes, Omnlni 
autem eiii§niam nonfmlU etlam fomnUm animalia j 
a Deo certe ml (fa non enmtfommA^ weque ImJMSgra^ 
tia funty fed ddmonU fane ernnt^ fijmdem 'naturk 
ddtmniaefi^ nondivlna. For though it bach bred - '^' 
much concroverfy among the Interpreters and 
Commentators of Ariftotle , about the fenfe 
wherein the Epithet) he gives Nature? (houldbe 
take n, yet me thinks Leoniciis bath guelT'd better 
then any of the reft/ and that the Learned [p] pMMe 
CarvcHtarins hathdifcover'd the full (ignification ••^^ . 
of that Phrafe,when he fayes that Aristotle would ' *• 
thereby (hewi [q] In nstmkhene erdifuitadepen^ qjnc^. 
demeex ectleStlum erbium eenverjiesniffis ImeHl^^S'AIek 
gentliiy earn vim ad omnia expllcanda referlri fojfe^^d^^ 
frofter. ijpam alii adDamenes eonfngemm. This'^^' ^^ 
explication does firft conHime wnat we have faid 
bc&ic of AriSiotlu^s opinion coscersung thefe 
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feparaced rubftance?^ andchen confute the only 
caf. 7' tih. Rca:on mrhich Ceftlfims • giyes co afferi them , 

de invefiig. gy^p q^ ^f jjjg y^j. y doftcinc. 

VMnm. j^^^ certainly were enough to faiv;fie the 

World how much this Philoiof>ber is injnr'd ^ 

vvhcn he iscbarg'd wichtbeumiliarity of one ot 

cbete GeiiiiotDsmofiSiSihich be never took ter any 

thing but dreams and imaoj|oations. But here 

are yeciooie trivall Objeaions rail'd by certain 

Authors, who wanting Reafon to compafife their 

defigne^fly to Stratagems and caft duft in our eyes. 

%llT^o9 ¥^^^^^ and others upon [s\ji(imnMs would at. 

mt I. nrme, that the reach of our ipirit isnot fo grear, 

as to be able to dive into the knowledge of na^ 

ture, as did that of Arihothx without the pani- 

cular afliiiance of fome good or bad Genlns. And 

that he made ufe of the latter, is not^ lay they , 

to be queilioncd • after the proofs whithls] Z/^- 

slnfrom. gj^^;^^^ and [t1 fVUHam^ Bl^ofoi Paris j aflFord^ 

T^hph The former cites a Book of his treating <f iWii- 

zi. Pan' £^^^; the latter, in divers places of his Works, 

rff^wivfy/bfayc; that this Philoibpher had tor Counfellour 

/>im. in a I his Afiions, a Sphit he made to come down 

in ^^t ^"^ ^^ ^^^ Sphere of f^enns., by the facrifice of aa 

fart, c. ^li'^-barM Lamb, and fome other Ceremonies. 

This piece of • nperftition gave Emannel de Moura 

r^il^'^ occasion to relate out of PhllafonHs in the life of 

cvJ- n 19* ^^^^^^l^> again<i t h )lc who would make him an 

" jitlTc'st. that he was lb ttrangely cajoU'd by a 

Wo !.an. ihitfhc madehiix r^nlult the oracle 

of AfoUo^ Adde t o this what Pintarch and Laer^ 

fifiiaffirrae . that he ord lin'J by his lali wi U that 

there fhould be dedicarcl to Jufher Sour and 

Minerva Sotira the rffigies of certain Animals^ 

of Aone> of four cubits^ in )pertbrmancc of tba 



¥Ofrhehad made (prl^V^ff^'s health. Befides 

all which, cbe laid ^ il/i>iwvi would have him con* sea.^^ r.a. 

tcffc in his nrft lK)ok, OfHi^kvtn mi, thcW^rU.St nm^o^ 

n€mtriiuf€rfeiti9nisintisinvem£. 
. From mdepifiagcs . may be inteit'd) noc only 
thane he beleev'd Devils, and was yery laperliicious 
in bis EtligioHy but alio thac he had flumbledon 
the harddt & higbeil myiiery of oar :Fai6b>chac is> 
(he Trinity of Perlbns in the Unity iof EftencC) 
as [yl SAlmeron woold have it> and -before him y rm.K 
\z\ Trapc^^omitu, vfho faach writ a complcat book; JT;!^'*^ 
Of the ccnformitjf pf ArifiatiiS d^etnni with thi ^'^ ^ * 
Scriptures^ Ic was alio the opinion of chat ^mous cmfarat. 
Divine [a] Henry £.Affa > that jirijhtie imght Anflotj& 
naturally arrive to as perfas&aknoMedgp of Di- viatenk. 
vinity, as that difcover'd to our firft Parcnt> when ? «'*^j^'" 
he flept in the terreftriall Paradife, t)r that of &♦ ^^^^/p^. 
Pdul when he was taken up into Heaven, But y^^. ^^||* 
thefpinnin^ out of thete prt>ofiB, would bring us cafXfi'.U 
at lalt to dilcourleof the falvation of thisPhilo- wWw 
fophcr, an opinion fo common, that one of ihe ^* ^ ^' 
Fathers and Doclours of the Church bath faid> 
fpeaking (as it were) to him, Arifivtelis^^lMudarie 
tdfi nones^ & crmiaris. nbi es ; and tVerlineu cites a 
certain Philofopher called LMmbertdn Monty in addit.%. 
who hath made a Magiflrall queftion, npon what ^ '^'tth^. 
may be rationally thoiighc of it. kweretherc* ^^^^ 
fore much more rationall to unratell all cbefe 
abfurditieS) which iaU on6 in thcucdt of anov 
ther, without aim or eAdy and dear up. the fore* 
menti(uied> than to digceire into fimhcr repeti^ J ' 

- Wtefhall thenrbejgin with tfacambority ofMe^ 
iivs^htx feem$ id baveJittle reafoii. ntftrip Arl<f 
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fiotle of his own proper £ici]ldes> to beflow on 
him others; and toooiy him the excellende of 
bis bvra nature) co make him fubjeft to that of a 
Dxmon. For what ^ound is there, that cboTe 
nacurall Truths, which he fayes, jiriJtotleutWd 
CO the knowledge of, (hould now be thought iu- 

2"^ icious and doubtfull, through a fwarm of M<^ 
THs and InnavMtors^ daily encreafing under the 
banners of Tir/r/Mi, PMrieiui^ CamfdffeBa^ f^era^ 
Umioy JardMfy Brainy and BAffonlm^joxxt of no other 
deiigne, tfaan to put a flur upon that Philofophy, 
and to undermine that great ouilding which Arh 
. filthy and above twelve thoufand who have wrie 
upon htm, have fpent fo many ages to build up • 
and this not (b nuich by any dsmonftuion or 
force of reafon,^^s the advantage of that vicifli- 
cudeand revolutipnof all things, which infenfi* 
biy brings it to a declination^ 

Vhfffi. — . Et iamter mmnU eUrtor ignis 

Mm4*%^ Afiiitnr^ frofluj^^ dfiui inandU volvunt. 

* 

The book cited by Ldertitu of jirifi&tU's Ma* 

gick^^ cannot at all confirm this opinion of i^f- 

4/M ; for it is clear, that he thought it fpurious, 

when citing it onely in the Proem to his Llvcsy 

he mentions it not m the particular Catalogue of 

this Philofophers works. Befides that, it may well 

bethought of the fame cloth with that of Dem^ 

cr/^itf, mentioned beforei andallthofe Magicall 

xs mtii Manufcripts , which, as M« GMmln chinks> the 

tfrf TftUm modem Greeks have publifhed under the name 

4V0M#* ^{SAlomo^j and divers of the Ancients. For it 

may be gathered from LMcnmsj that AriSt^tle^ af- 

RmCd tbercini that the Pcr^p^m Mages medled not 
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mkh Divinations ; andtQurequemly, ic being &• 
chiexM on him> there is more reafon ta conchidc 
tor otir opinion, than that of our Advedaries. 

Nor (hould they be fo confident upon the au« 
rhority of H^iUiMm of Pdrii\ fince that in another xik d^ A 
place ipeakii^ of this Genius, he fajres, that sAri-^gitx.^^^ 
Ihtile^ deccfmsfmt at iff 9 familUri t)dm$nefHo 
(jHem de calo P^efieris difimlijff tfitmkMtury quod 
hoc €X fomno RnfUci CHJnfdam Acoferdt. This 
wiearly (hews he had taken this flat and pltifiiU 
relation out of a certain beck of C^nimsuions and 
AJtroUgie^ which Trithemius faycs was ftlfly pub- Antlfga 
!k(h'd under his name. wukf. /. z 

For Emanuel ie Mouray he evidently injures ^•'' 
PhUoponuj y who, according to the Greek Text,and 
the old Tranflation conforniable to that of ^mat- 
^efiusy fayes onely, that ArlStotU having attain'd 
.he fcventecnth year of his age, was advii»d by the 
fjthian Oracle, to apply himfelf particularly to 
Philofophy^ 

The claufc in his Will, concerning the eriwSion 
of the Statues he had vow'd for NicanQVy might, 
tor a (hifc, make a better proof than any of the 
precedent, if this dilcreet Philofopher had not 
done it, in imitation of Socrates j to prelervehis 
memory from the infamy oi Athelfm^zxkA to leave 
a remorfe of confcience {or thofe who had accu* 
fed him of it, which (hould make more for his 
jultification, than the three Sacrifices he made 
the Goc^, or the knowledge of the Trinity, anri- 
butedtohimbydiver(eCatholikeDo^urs. For 
there are all Chimera's grounded meerlv on wh^ 
he fayes, fpeaking of the Ternary numoer, in his 
firft book of Heaven, Ai) fm^'riK ^i/mk mx^^Wie 
ii0tf fimiMffiff ^ tr^l ret$ i7ia$%iae ^ B%S¥ 
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'Xs^Spt/i^ 111 dki^iJL^TiT^ 1 That is, Quafirofterhoc 
a nstutA numer0 jkmfto\ferinie Mt^ tjuadam iUius 
legcy & $H' DgoTfim facrifielfs cdebrandisml fok^ 
mns. From v^hich pafif^ge caonoc be concluded 
*. any tbiDg, but that Arifinh fayes> that the num- 
1 ber Three was much ufed in Sacrifices in his time. 

Somewhat fo confirm this we have in The$crht^y 
when he faycs in his Pfeir«r^^«mV, 

Ter ltb§y terq^ hdc fTQnnneto myfilca verbd^ 

But that AriStatle neither did , or could have 
thou<;ht any luch thing, is learnedly fliewn 
Xj^ 3.^.1 y. 'by Ordinall Bejfarlon^ wholaughtat Tra^^n^ 
adverfus tins', for taking (o much pains to prove troru 
€dlumniat.iiy^i Text 5 that Arifioth had a perfeft know- 
vUon^ kc^ge of the Trinity. Which rafhneffe deiervcs 
the greater ccnlurc, inthat he never confider*d, 
I Van, qu. char all the Fathers^ and after them Atjuinas^ have 
i^.art.i. mrntnin'd ic impoflible and impious, to en- 
deavor.rthe proof of it by natural 1 realons, and 
oypofuc to f.c authority of bt.Pa^tl^ to make 
Arijh*le tatid Platj ioEagle-i:ghtedin the mylk- 
ries of our Religion. Behde?, ic is utterly di'.con- 
ioDc nt ^o the Philofophy of Jeftts Chrifi-y to cele- 
brate thele Philofophers (b highly in the appre- 
heniionofChrilVmr Truth?. 

Whence we m:.y al<b with the fame labour 
give Henrj de Ajfia hi<? anfwer, viz. that theef- 
Icnceoi maceriall things h the onely object oif 
the ipirit of the way-Faring man, as the School- 
men ^xprdVe it, that is of man while he is in this 
world, 

• Were icour defifheto fwellup this Chapter 
Itcog Volcme, wcixeecJ^ftd'^ make apawicirtir 
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xefimatioD of all may be faid of the Magick 6f the 
IfUi^lcks > caldng the reiscions of an infinice 
oamberof'AuchourS) wbo would tain perlwade 
us taclungs utterly impoffible. But fince it were 
vainly to iquander time away, to lop oflF the bran^ ' ^ 
iibes m itead of pulling Qp the roots, we mult with 
thacbeginthe rmn&ofallthefe fabulous narrati-i 
cMif>ana (hew, that whatever the Platonicks have 
advanc'd, either of Daemons or Magick, can nei- 
iher be prov'dby reafon nor experience. For firft, 
tf to what they Iky, that Nature (Cannot afford two 
3xtreams without fome Medium, cementing and 
uniting them ; and that Heaven and Eanh are 
:wo Extreams, which can have no other Medium 
:han thefe intelleiluall powers ; The Pcrtpatetlckj- 
anfwcr, that they neither affigne the Medium, 
nor the Extreams right ; for they (hould have op- 
pol'd the firft Mover, which is abfplutely immu- 
table, impaffible, and immoveable* to things i'ub- 
luqary, and afterwards joyn them together by the 
celeftiall Nature, which is naturally invariable 
and eternall, and yet potentially lubjeft to muta- 
tion, refembiing God in its intelligences , and 
things tranfitory in its motion. We may as cafily 
anfwcr what they lay, that the foul of the World 
being diftuf d and diiperf'd thorow the whole U- 
niverle is not idle, but produces Animals in all its 
parts, and that thofe generated in Fire and Air 
are proper) y thefe called bacmons. For, befides 
that this univerfali Soul is formally denied by 
Merfemm in his book againft Deirts, ^rlftotle ' P^'» 
never held, that an Animal that muft ufe fcverall ^'*^' 
Organs, can be produced and coliferv'd in the pu- 
rity of thofe two Elements. And for their laft 
reafon, derived ftoni- thofe many cficfts, whi^^^ 
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mufinecelTarily be actribuced ro chofe atifef> I 
would) betorc t am forc'd to allow icfor good> 
k lik.di cbey had iacisfi'd, ascheyougbty [k] fprnfmsuinsf 
memum. [Ijc^r^M, and the learned BiOiop [m] Birnstrd 
]S^J^' MiramMinmiy who pertinently flitw, chactobe- 
^^^'^ leeve AngeU and Dsmons^ it were better to refer 
Ii^.x.'c0;f- CO the aflurances of our Religion , th<in to all 
traHS. tbofe experiences whereof a rea(bn might begi- 
" W.»9. Ycti out of the principles of naturall Philofophy^ 
^Jj^tg ThisManted, noqueliion, but all chat may be 
* laid of the Genii actribuced xo Porfhjrituy PUtU 
HHs^ znd IsmblicHSy may be referred to what we 
have already laid of cheDxmon of SceratiSy and 
that the ocher (lories and miracles related of 
them) are dther meerly the flatteries of thdr DU 
rcip!es find Followers, or the pure invemiotis of 
Ewiapim^ purpofely advanc'd by him) to ieffen 
the elicem wtuch men had of the fan6ticy of the 
new Chrillians. And chat the cafe (lood thus 
with chele three Philofophersi it maybe judg'd 
by thac Treacife of Plotlnnty De propria Damcney 
that what he fayes of it) was racher our of conje- 
cture chan experience. Nor could Por^jfrlm 
gjive beccer lecurity for che little credit he gave 
ail chofe fuperftitious practices, than cheEpiAlc 
ft L»M, dt read of him in [n] ThcaJoretyZnd [o] Eufehlm. For 
c«rtfr.G/j«- he layes doivn ttierein eight or nine difficulties 
US ^ made, touching the invocations of Devils, and 
o ?r£f. ^bcif Sacrifices; the Icaft whereof were enough 
Evani I. s. to con%^ince us, that he was no Magician. All the 
f ^» trouble then fals upon IdrnktCHfyOcaiuCc he was 

the man anfwefd all thofe diflRculcies and doubcs, 
which hath eiven Auc hours occa(ion to tell more 
miracles of him than the two former^ But the 
bell on'i 15^ thac it is ya with lefle ground and 
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reifon ; fot as to Ah^ommtciey by whicfc^^e^^^- ^'^^ 5- ^ 
r4^,and moft of the Daanonographcrsaffiftn^ihat ^^^^'* 
he endeavour *d to find out the name of bim.cliat 
ihould iucceied the Emperour f^aUns^ Ammi^m Hrjkr. 
Mdrcetiinusy who liv'd in the fame time? ddi^'e^5 ^'*-*.^* 
him from that calumny , not making thse leaft 
Hiencionof :hin:iintheparricubraccoimt h^hath ^ 
given us of that ftory. And for his Ecfiafies^ cvo* 
cations^ and other mirades 9 a man needs not 
take the pains to refute thcm> becaule they fuffi- 
ciently deftroy therafelvcs, both by the abfurdicy 
that attends them, and that iz2Lr Enttapus vvas in'> libje ^•^ 
to 6e thought an Impoftour for his tt\2Liiox\iitis sopbi-^ 
This were enough to latisfie ug> that thele Phi'.o- '^^*'- '* 
fophcrs wc^ nocMagicians, and that if there re-.'^^'^^''^^' 
ociain any 'difficulty concerning their Books, 
which raigh^any way prejudice their innocefice, 
as fudh as may he fraught vvith abundance of fu- 
perttitious things, we refer them to the fixth 
Chapter of this AplogieyVxAfiSz we (hould rather 
follow the opinion of Cardan^ who fpeaking of 
C'lefe Daemons, fayesvery judiciou(ly> NoUmega^'^^^f^^^^^ 
itrmtnam hacfeitari velup PorfhjriHs^ Pfillns^'^^'^'^^' 
lot inns J PraclHSy Idm^iicHSy qui c of lose de his que 

The fame motive which made me fpeak of 
riiel'e ancient PhilofophcrSiobliges me to lay forrt- 
thing of three modern, who are chairg'd with an . 
acquaintance and converfation with their Gemiy 
chat iSyChicfis ^fcfilanns^ Scaliger.y and Cardan^ 
whereof what I (hall deliver of the firft, rends r.i- 
tiierto the vindication of Truth, than the merit 
of his perfon, or the advantage may- be reaped 
fiomhisWorl^. Fortbecinely Commentary we 
luve of his upon the Sphear of Secret o[cq Cw^vt* 
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encly difcovers that he was not onely tery fuper- 
Vtfquifit, ilicioui) as JDglrio cils him ; but alfo that he bad a 
l'i.c.3. fofr place in his head, there being three things in 
lij that very much lay open his weaknefle. The 
iirft iS) his interpretation of Sacrehfco^s book, ac« 
cofding tothelenle ot Aflrologers, Necroman- 
cers', and Chirofcopills. The fecond, hii citations 
ot abundance of ralfifi'd Auchours, fraught with 
old wives talcs and fooleries, fuch as, for inftance, 
that of Salomcn ^ T)c umbru iddamm ; Hiffur^ 
chfis, De vwchIo fplritus ; Ds mimft€rl0 nsuant ; 
De Hler archils Spritmnm ; jifollomHS , J>c iorf 
magic k ; Zoroa^es^ De Dominio quartantm #^4- 
Vit Spherd ; JHipf cerates , Ve fteUarum affeBitus 
fecHfidum Lunam^ AStafon^ De MimralihmcQn' 
fielUtis ; and divers others of the fame meulU 
The third that he often makes ufe of the Revela* 
rionsof a Spirit called F/^r^;/, which he (aid was 
of the Order of the Chernhimsy and bring once 
ask*d what the Ipots in the Moon werc,he roundly 
anfwered, Ut terra terra efF, But, befides that he 
docs not attribute this fpirit to himfelf in any 
place ol the faid Commentary, it may be cafily 
* L -> iudi7cd> that this relation is like what Plinr faycs 
or tiie Cjrammanan Afpon, who mvocated the 
Devil, to know what Countrey-man Homer was. 
, .. Orto that related by 5i7^///, of //(pri»tf/4i^/-B4r^4- 

^^o',mJ' ^^■^'^ who did the fame, to know what Aristotle 
r.Ue meant by the word Emelechia. Or laftly, to what 

JViphus la yes of one in his time, who faw the way 
y Commfht. ^q make the jy"; Philofophers Hone written in a 
7r.fl:if.-i!.3. pjg^^ ^f paper that was fhcwn him by a bearded 
quW.An D^viJ. Forall which extrav.^gancics, what bet- 
2ict'rtfran' ter folntion can there be than chat of Luere^ 
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Qnu Mftat qmn 0fmefrh§e rstims egejtdi t 

Were I at liberty CO follovvmyinclioation ra« 
cher chan my daiyy I (hoaldbe lochco fay any 
tbiDg againft the Gfmi accribuced to the t^o only 
meui wbom we may oppofe ca tbe mcKt learned- 
and emineac of the Andencs^as bein^ the laft pro* 
duftion and miracle of Nacnre, Sc^ihgir^ and Cmt^ 
dan. For I am clearly of opinion^ cbac either cbey 
were chemfelves deceiv*d in acknowledging chofe 
Gmty becaafe they could not) after much exami« 
nation, find anycaufeof fuch extraordinary per- 
fection ; Or that rhey have don^ it out of mocfc« 
fty, as unwilling to difcovet) by their learni^, 
how much all others were below them.^^Oflaft-. 
ly> they endeavoured) by thofe particular affiftn 
ance$, to elude the envie and jealou(ie> which 
night have been confequent to tbe great Fame 
^hey have acquir'd^by their unwearied induftry* 

But fince Truth is the fooner found by the atfo4 
dated difquifitions of a many, tho!e may wdl de« 

crvc our attention, who fay; fed, That5rj//fff 
pradtif'd that fleight by the example of all greac 
perfons; and fecondly, that he might not be 
i: bought to give ground to the ambition of his 
Ancagoriift. Tbe Genius he attributed to him- 
fclfjwas, as we find in his ?^nV4i!l ^rf, afimple^'fc?* • 
ially and emotion of Spirit, whereby the Soul^^**^' 
was^ (as it were) enflam'd in it felf, and fo cleva* 
'ied into the knowledge of things, during which a 
man may fomerimes (peak or write fomething 
^ : c underllands nor, when the heat of that Enthu* 

afmisovcr, 

M 3 ^« 
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For Cardan^ 'cis true he fpeaics fo varioufly of 
his :Gcni0Sy chat.a^^(\be had abfelMcely affirm'd 
in a Dialogue enticuled'Tirr/iw , tHac he had one, 
and that f^fwrwtf, ycc pariicipwdg.of the na- 
ture oi. Saturn and Mitcury^ ^x)A in; bis Beoky 
De likrfs.frofnisy^thsitit commAnicatcd it felf 
t!o hlui by Preams^ he in , the fam^ p\ace is at a 
loflcj whether he truly had any oc no^ or that it 
was the occellencie oF his own natut>$ , SiutU* 
ksm^ fayes he^ fi^ 9X Gtmo mihi frdfeHo^ fern quod 
natura mea in extremkate hum/inajnbfiiuttU con^ 
ditiontp^ x& In ^onJinU immortaUumfQfita ejfft-^ 
fee. and ^iO coiKlod^s in his Book^ J>9 rerum va^ 
Lib.i6. rictdtcy that be had ttpt any^ confefTing ingenu* 
0U(l9> Ego ccrtc nnflnm Ddmort$m ant Gtnium thU 
hiddeffp^ cQgnofco, Whence it may fafcly be jud- 
. gcd, that he and Scdligcr bad no other 6<«/W/, 
than thatof the yaft If^arning they had acquir'd 
by their indefatig^le labours, and the experi- 
ence they had ot things, upon which railing up 
their judgement, as on two Pyramids, theyjud* 
gcd pertinently pf all. things , and fuffered nc- 
thing to efcape d)Qni) till they had known and 
mafter'd it. 
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• jCHAP. XIV. .;.. 

Of AlchinduS'i Geber-^ Artefh[i€Sy Tkebit^ -Anfelme 
of P^nna^Rajmundus LhHIhs] Armldas-dt i'Uit* 
' novay Peter a' Afonoy and Paracelfus^ 



gruuua Lu rccciYC thc Authority o(Pliftj^,(or good; Lib. 50. 
faycs that MagicTc is a Branch of Mcdi- ^- ^ • 



S Mould we credit the fabulous Philolbphy of 
che Poets, who rcprefent all things undecr the 
Mythology of their inventions, there were forfie 
ground to 
where he 

cine. Thc motive to believe this, is only, that 
the fo much celebrated Sorcereflc, GVr^, is by 
the Poets thought to be the Sitter o^^fcHlaphuy 
the firrt inventor of Medicine^and one of the Son j 
o^iPhoebfu or theSun^whofeDaughter this Sorcer- 
effe alio was,atcording to the Poet) who/peaking 
ot her , iayes very Ireel y, 

Dives Inaccejjfis fdbi foils pidlucis 
Umadoratam noBurnA In Inrn'tna cedrum^ 

m 

But fince we have a more'aiithcntick Authori- Ecc!us.e3 
ty, that of the Scriptures, which makes God the 
firll Author of fo neceffary an Aft , we need no 
more to difcover the errour ofFlinj^^ and with thc 
fame labour, to refcue Medecine, rixvnv (pthi^ofor, 
as Ifidorm PeUnJiota calls it,' from the calumny of 
this inveterat pdrfwafion- And if f6,it muft alfo de«- 
liver the profeffors therepr fronxche cenfure,wch, 
to thc prejudice of their Innocence, feem'd to be^ Jji^^^-d 
faHn'don them upon the acccmnf of the pcrnidousr^^^;^^^^ 
& DiabdicalMig»ck>which\iiAtcLo^eY\^\'^<riV -ax.^ ^ 

M 5 ^ ^a7^.W 
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B Di/quif. A^^^ » [«] J'r/ritf, [ f J Vuleruiy an4 the reft of the 
i#;i^i, i/tf. Dxmonographcrs , with divers Hiflorians, af- 
S. iirme lo have been the prailice of Alchindmj 

(Depfd- Ceterj LuUiusy and the rell whofe caufe we plead 
g^-'-** in this Chapter. 

For chough ic be endeavoor'd to reprefenc 
them ) efpecially the Arabians , as the Bdcchan- 
us did Orphcusy and that Emperickf^ AOrologers, 
Chymills and Magicians would gladly cut chm> in 
pieces , that they nughc challenge the "greaceft 
and beft part in every one of rhem ; yet is ic eaiy 
to judge by the fragments remaining of their 
workes , and compohtions , chat they were Phy 
iicians. But with this misfortune, chat it is as im- 
pofTibie punctually to know the particulars of 
their Lives, and the time of their birth, (which 
certainly is as indifcoverable) as that of the peo- 
ple called ^^^^r/^/w/, without beginning ; or 
of thofe) whom the Poets make to come down 
out of the Clouds , to avoid the blafling of 
their Noble and generous actions by the mean- 
neffe of their Original !• This nevertheleflc 
is not fo much to be attributed to any negli- 
gence of the jirabUffs to leave us fome account 
thereof; as to the Barbarifme raigning among 
the Latines in their time v/ho have troubled 
themselves to cranflate the Books which might 
have given us fome knowledge and difci^veries 
thereof, fo little , that they have not fo much as 
made a colle£lion of the lives of the moft learned 
men that were in efleem even amon^ themfelves. 
In ib much that it may be truly faid, that whac 
we now know of ^K, IJhUms^ jirn^Idns de viUa m- 
vo,Pitird^j1fon9y andthereft, is racher ground- 
ed on the doubcfall conjcStares and fevcral palfi- 
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ons of moderne Authors , then the proofs aficl 
ceftimonies derived from the Ancient, 

Whence it conies to pafTe that I can only gueffe ^ 
of this famous perfon Alchlndusy with whom we 
begin the vindication ofPhylitians, that he might 
flouriflb five or 6oo. years fince, becaufe -/it/^rr^- 
tfjrwho liv'd about theyearii^p. and of whom 
Gillpi oiRomt faics he had icen his two Sons at the ^^^t'iit 
Cburt of the Empcrour Frederick. Red-beard >^' 
gives him great Elogies ^ and makes a large com- 
memoration of his Books 9 as Cardan relates^ ^7^*«^ 
To which he adds much in praife of him , giving ^^* 
him the Tittle not only of a great Aftroiogety 
with Albohdz^pf Haly , and Haly Rodoan ; or 
t hat of a moA learned and experienc'd Phyfician , 
with Rajiszud M€[h€\ orlaftly,that ofafubtile 
Philofopher > with Averroes and fvim final , but 
proceeding further, and grounding, in all 
probability) his opinion as well upon what they 
(aid, as his own judgment) he allowes him an 
honourable place among the greateft Wits , that 
ever were, that is, Archimedes^ Aristotle^ Euclid ^ « 
ScotnsySnlJfet^ApoUonifis PergdHSyArchhas^ Maho*^ 
met the inventer oi Algebra fieber^ Galen^ and Vi^ 
trnvins. It were not then hard to judge, what 
an excellently learned perfon this was, not only 
by the two Books that are printed ot his, Bf 
Temparum mmatlonibHS'^ & , Degradibns medlci-* 
narnm compofitarHm invefilgoMtSj but alfoby 
divers others, frequently cited by Authours, 
under the titles of, De ratione fex QHomkatttm ; 
deqninqHe Ejfemits ; demom diwrno ; de Vegetabi* 
llbusy^ de Theme a magicarftm artium. Where- ; 

of all the difficulty is concerning this lafl, (ince 
Francis fknsy and fvlmpinall have made wt^ts^^ 

M 4 '^^wl^^^ 
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.Treatlfes put of ic^ wli^ein they difcourfe ac large 
of the Herciies 9 blafphemies , and abfurdiiies 
whicji may beobferv'd therein, as alfo of the 
Magick which Alchlndns endeavour-d to intro* 
duce» Hence is ic^chat all the Dsmonc^raphers 
have cakenoccafiontofpeakcofhim, asan emi* 
nenc and pernicious Magician. And yec Johan^^ 
fiss PicHs^ the miracle and alioniftiment of hig 
3[^, fayes expreifely in his Jfo/agUy that be 
knew but three men that had made the bell adr 
vantages of naturall and lawful! Magick, ^/« 
fhhdMs^Roger £4^ft^and Willtam Bijhaf oiParis^ 

But to extract truth out of thei'e ib manilelt 
contradiflions, me thinks, when a man hath well 
conlidercd, in Aimery^ fVimfinalj and Francis 
Picm rhe maine grounds of that Book, there 
may two things be rationally faid of ir^ One , 
that it is extreamely lupedlicious , and full of he-^ 
rcticall propofiiions anddireftly oppofiteto the 
principles of Fuich:as having bin writt by one that 
liv'd under the Law o{ Mahomet^ and took a free- 
dome to write withontany reljpeitto Chrirtian 
Religion, wlich he accounted falfe and ill- 
grounded. Whence it is no miracle, if he, e^i//- 
cenna Alg^z^dy Avcrroei^ and all the Arabians 
have fallen mco thefe abyfTcs and prccipies fince 
they were not guided by that polc-Scarre which 
cond«6ti.us now through th.fe manifeft errours 
and falfiiic^J, The other that there is no ground 
n'fquifj. tomak^ this Author a Magician, when X>^/r/tf is 
'•^•^- content to rank himcnly nmongthe fuperfliti- 
0!is, & that he was lb far from having ought to do 
with Tkenrgki^o: Geotlck^lAdi<2^\cV ^ that on the 
contrary J he fcemsto have no other dcfigncin 
his Books than to reiertc to Natnrt whatever 
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waS' attribuccd to jdfi^cb .and Devils^ Jn which 
opinion he hath been £nce feconded by Pitir JF- 
A^ono^ and PomfAnrnm^ vvho^- in order there- 
to 9 imagin'd an abiolute dependance of thingf 
Tublunary upon the cdeftiall , and that the form- 
er deriy'dall their vercues and properties from 
the Latter, and every particular trom the whole > 
by the mcanes of certain corporeall rayes which 
pafied from the leaft even to the greatei}. And 
thefe he aflign'd for caufe of whatever was done 
in nature > as ?Uto did lidLiCs ; Avkenfia , In- 
telligences ; Hermes and Marfilim^ Fichm^ the 
Starrs and Planets ; Camillufztkd Albertnt m^^' 
nns the fpecificiall forme ;^ and Galen^ Tempera- - . 

menr. Whence we may pafle a finall judgment - . '. 
with* R. BacoHy cjHod mmti hbri reptt^mur inter ^^' Mf9\ 
Magicos qni non.fumtales^ fed continent faflentU ^^fi^ ^^ 
dignitatem. If ib, Alchlndus cannot be con- ^^y^ ^^ •* 
demn'd ofMagicJc ; if we do not in the fame fen- 
tence include all thofe Authors, who^ asiie, hav6 
endeavoured to take away the admiration that 
follows a many extraordinary eflFe6fe,by the difco- 
very of forac more probable caufts which they 
have found out. ■- * r ^ 

I (hould pafie by Geket without mentioning 
him among thole that have been charge with 
Magick, upon thefecurity of C4j^^^r«/, who 
fayes, Calnmnla nonfrdfumltHr-^ utl nm^^ freid^ y^fi^y 
tlohaketur^ were I not obliged to anfwer the only /. x^. j^ 
argument which ourDacmonographers dtawby ^ 
head and (boulders out of a book which ^wA^- ^^^jp^^v 
mlui fayes was made by Geber King of the Indi- 1,^, 3/ ' 
ans, upon the relation between che;feven Planets 
and thefeven names of God 9 and (bma others . 
quoted for Magicians in the feco&d'^<iti«w <a^S. Y\^ 
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emrix. To which ic may briefly be reply'd chit 
this Geber King of the Indians was nothing co 
this we lipeakeof ; and chat chat Book ou|ht no 
more to be condemned as treating of MagicK9than 
the Commenury of ^K. Abraham Abm-Ei^ra , 
upon the (ixth treatife of the firff part of the ThaU 
m^ where he makes a Symbolization between 
the ten Hdbrew Sephirots and ten celeftialL 
Spheres^ and the ten Commandements of the 
Law, 

But CO take away all fufpition there maybe 
of truth in this proof, it muii be faid , it is abfo- 
lately falfe and abfurd ; (ince that, notwitbftand^ 
iQg t be Autohricy of Vticntrty ic is unquettionable > 

^m.^i ^^^^ *^ GcbcTj who, they fay, was Kbg of the 

jtf. * Indians , is a meer fable and Chimxra of thefe 
wretched Charcole-marchants; who by thatpiti* 
full fiftion , would gain more reputation to the 
Chymicall writings of a Philofbpher of the (ame 
name. This Gtber , as Lfon of Africa afltrmes , 
was a Greek by Nuioni firft a Chriftian, then a 
Mathumetan; and lived, as he fayes, xoo 
yeares after Mahomet^ or, according to x^ czi- 

mDefcrif. culation of [a] yi^^r about the year ^72 j. 

pf^icd. choi^h, if the loo. yeares be taken precihrly, 



the miftakc be, that he went upon the time of his 
deathjand Vlgncr upon that of his Navity«. How- 
ever it be, this ukes away nothing from his 
Learning , upon occaGon whereof Cardan hath 
not forgot CO put him to the teft, among the moO 
eminent advancers of Literature. Nor indeed 
was the bonovt above his dcfiens, iince be wai fo 
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great an Aflrologek ^ thar^ as BUncunus aflfirmej^^ 
be reformed many things in the JUmagtshtm/of 
Ptolemy, and for Chymiftry, [a] ^aHofusmd^J^^^^^ 
[h] ErdStm fcem to approve the judgment ot the \^ p^y. ^ 
Chymifls, who call bim the Matter of Maflcrs adver/: 
in that Arr. Adde to this> that the Catalogue Paraeeif. 
ot his works faithfully got together by Geptcr , is 
an evident proof that he knew all but Magick) of 
which or o^ the Books he writ thereof> neither he . 
nor any good Author hath delivered any things x>ivera^ 
as knowing what La&MtiHsizyeSy Turfcefi ho* Sapim. i 
minem iftgeniofum dicere id^^jtiodfi negis^frobare mn^9» 
fojfu. 

And indeed if all thofe who make it their bu-^ 
iinefTe to write^ had been as carefull to obferve 
this precept > as they have been ambitious to 
make oitentacion of their knowledge and read* 
in^ ,by heaping tegether all thofe fabulous Stories 
wch make ever fo little to their purpofe, we (hould 
not be now to (hew that that of Artcphms^ and his 
living 1 02 %^ years by the force ot his Magick, is, . 
ifnotabfolutclyfalfe, extreamely fufpicious, as 
having been gloff'd upon by the Alchymifts and 
jRo^er Bacon. For he fayes in his Book of th ^4-. 
hridgment of ThcoUgj , that this Pbilofopher or 
Chymift travell'd all over the Eaft , and was to 
fee Tantalus , who fate in a throne of Gold ; and 
difcourfed very pertinently of the moft abftrufe - 

fecrets of all the Sciences^ In [a"| another of his pj^r^. 
works,he fayes that he vvas a live in Gcrmanj even! |,y^; 
in his time. l^wiHch adde what others fay in b lA.'^* d 
\\>\FrMcifns Pkns^hn it is he who is reprefented p'^^tcJ 
to us . by Philoftr0M under the name of jipoUonl^ 
^^* AU this put together and well confidered, 
fufficicntlydUcovers, how far th^^ ^tt.tMi^^li«l> 
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\vho , fiotwkbftanding'the knpodibility of this 
AidmadMlcnffhoi liityCnnCdby M.AicrcauMd divers 
:gp.'3^l ' others* do yet maintainc> aodfifgot together fo 
Ub$U ^tf-jnajy fablc$ upon this pcrfon, and, to make it 
*"*' * the more plaufible, will needs father on him two 
Books or fjagmencs. One, caird C/avlf^ majo- 
ris fafUfftUy treats fo perfeftly well of the or* 
<)er and procedure to be ^oblerv'd in getting the 
Philolophersftonc, th^t Johannes Pontanns-y one 
- of the greatcft Dreamers among the Chymifts , 
confefles ingenuoufly, .that he had never known 
the degrees of firc^thc principal agent in this Art) 
had he not read that Bool^ The other is a little 
treatife, fuperftitious and ridiculous beyond ex- 
prefTion > where he teaches a way to know the 
Chara6\ers of the PlanetS) the fignification of the 
motion of AnimalS) as alio what they mean when 
they fing, thcvcrtuesof all Herbs, the Philofo- 
pher's lione, things paft) preienr, and to come ; 
with divers other Iccrets and experiments, and 
atlalt, the way to prolong life. All which may 
Pfffr. vtf-b.c feen in Cardan^ who hath tranlcrib'd 
mt. 1. 1^, it word for word, rather to laugh at, then out of 
any credit he gave thofe abfurdities; the relation 
whereof he concludes with his own judgment in 
rhefe words ^ Quldnam ftultius excogitarl yoteft ut 
ijHodNcro tanta imfenfa^ot ImmoUtiombns ,deduS:'ts 
ex Arabia Magis impetrare nen potmtj hie verbis 
/implicibus ofiemere fromittat.ln like manner, one 
James Gohory , who would needs be call'd Leo 
Suavtusy a great favourer and abetter of fuch ex- 
travagancies, had no way to difguife the Magick 
of Artefhins than to maske it with the tcrinc 
oiChymieaUmoraUtyj when, fpeakingofit and 

bis 
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his fair promifcs, hcfaitt, that, ^ fcrJf^ h Cmmmi 
jHMmUTy noHjolHmtn^riMfiMVUUnpm'j fid rtdirincyMt 
ula ; rernm fi fciifttiMm fMrahlicdmy fionabhgfrc^ FaracUf. 
■re omnino i fUi fapemum^ For my parC) 1 think ^ ^* 
ihe bufinefle were fooAtf dacidcd by laying tbac ^'^^^ / 
Lhat Treatife was fomc man's who bad a defigne. 
to abule the Ikaoge cTredQlity of a many Authors., 
or ground a pr adile of Magick upon the fooleries; 
of his own braine and tbeipeculatious of Alchln* 
dtti-i whole maximcs he makes ufc pf though he 
names him not. 

Nor is ic a lefTe ingratitude towards the me- 
mory of that famous Aftrologcr Thtblt BvhCcr^t 
(whom Tome would have a Jew or Spamard by 
Macion; but, ^sLelMdm aflirmes > he was an En- 
glifh man) the firll finder out, according to Blsn-in proie* 
cdnm 5of the trepidation of the eighth S^ere> in '•*''|^^^ 
che year 1 170, ro rankehim amongft the Magi- ^^***"^ 
cianS) and to fay with the facecious Poet and pro- 
totype of MjibeUisy Mtrlin Ccccaim^ 

Ecce MdgHi Tbethj qui temfeftatcj vencnis^ 
trandlnitHS ) ipMiam defiruxit im^gim regnnm. 

For if a man look narrowly into the reafons 
whence the fulpicion is dem'd, he will find they 
have no other ground then certain Books attri- 
buted to him> treating of Mtm-aU M^gickj^ the 
compoBti(Hi xJiAnntikts and Im^ges^ and the pro« 
perries of herbs, ftones, and the Planets, whence 
I doubt not but the Demonographers eafily 
pumpe out the futleltand ob(cureftpartofMa« 
gick. But for my part, I can perceite nothing 
in it but the track of a fuperftitious Aftrologie 
which in this time, was in greater rcputatioix 
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\ then any of the other Sciences 9 by reafon of the 
particular ioclination ^^^b»^/ King of Sfdincy 
had for the iludy of it not long before. Where-^ 
fore it is not much to beadmir*d,when,as LmBmh-^ 
OilnftH. r^/ faith) M^res mc vhia Regit imhdri^ gemts chfe^ 
'. ^. ^mi judicdtfiTjii Thethsc t many more endeaTour'd 
ib much the propagation of it, chat like a fat and 
fertile foyle it brought fonh abundance of weeds^ 
and tares, among the good wheat, that is, rbac 
U was burthened with a many vaine and fu* 
perlticious things amidft the fnndamentall rules 
and the certain precepts which their daily obfer- 
yatioBS laboured out. But if the Book publi(h*d 
under this Aftrologers name were a fnificient te(U* 
mony to convince him of the crime he is charg'd 
with ) wemnftin like manner conclude Ptolemy 




this is the misfortune of the latter, is fufficiently 
)ji f. 14. /. evident by the account which Arthier Thomas 
t. of?bi gives of one of his Books treating of the vertue 
^fraius. o{ herbs and the Starrs; which was, that Thebit 
explained in ic the opinion of MdrcUlus Flclnns 
(who yet liv*da5o. years after him) concerning 
Planetary Annulets and images made under cer- 
tain Conflcllation.% Whence it maybe fafely 
concluded , that thefe foperftitious treatifes arc 
the mccr forgeries of (bme Mountebanks andJmo- 
derncChcates; And confequently, that it is a 
fou-cfliame to harbour any fuch calumny againft 
Thebit', who hath furnifii'd us with fo many good 
Books of Aflrology , that he can hardly be al- 
lowed time to mind thefe rriviall fragments , and 
chjc moreover , as jAcobus Cmlo hath well ob* 
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ferv- di* Qfhim in non vMtsftH inerrdbttlsffh4r4 w- 
fiigandis motihHs fentr^p cum ^hfcmls & frofi 
iffcxfllcabUibm difficultatiitu certaverlt , iutditu ' 
non fit incognitHm. 

Mynexctiep fliould be to X^MimnniHs LtMusy 
were I not obliged co fay a word or two in the 
defence of one Anfilm ot Pdrmdy who is celebra- 
ted by [z\BMrthoUmiw C^cUsy as a great V\i\\o{o*^lnAnifi 
pher, and blaflcd by [b] ivlems, [c] JDelrU^u^d thcN^ ^^ 
reft of the Dzmenographers, with the ^^l«<>f^^x^\.4i 
Sorcerer and Magician; becaufe, (ay tbey> ^hepy^.^.^ 
£mfalmifisy or tho(e who cure wonnas by words^ ciHr.tl - 
take cheir name from this Anfelm. fiut there is ^^P-^- 
more ground to beleete , that theProfcflbursof^*^'^*^* 
this kind of Medicine abufe the name of Sr. An^ 
felmy from whom they pretend the derivation of 
this vcrtue, as the Sabu^ors in Spain do that of 
St. Catharifie ; thofe who healjthe biting of Ser- 
pents in /ir^i/^, that of ^.PMd\ and fome others 
mFrance^ that of St. Huicft. Or it is more pro- AfuiEmA^, 
bable that the £mfidmlfit are, as' Br^vus and C^ir^ nutldt 
valhp aifirtn^fo called^becaufe they make frequent ^^^^^9 
ufe of certain verfes of the -Pyk/iw/, whiA niighf'!|^^j^ j 
properly be called Emffalmi^ as he whopra£h^dXij4Mi. 
them to do fome cure> £mffalmatory or Emffal-- 
miSia. 

This being clear, and beyond all conliderable 
contradiiftion, we come atlaft to the two Idols 
and tutelary Gods of the ^Ichymlfisy RaimunJki 
LhUIhsj and Arnoldm de Villa nova^ though their 
alltgations, who make them Ma^cians$ are 
grounded rather on the cuftom which Autbonrf 
have taken to make them aft all parts, than on 
the number or truth of the proofs which may be 
bad of this fufpicioii. For as to Xsimmdns ZnfJ* 
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vtumm liHSy I find F^er MetitHHs laughing ac the miv 

/ffif virir DialcfidcH* wbich he would needs introduce, af- 

MtJ,.^. jgj. jjg ^^^ cMnfcrib'd ip by open robbery out of 

• the Arabian ^hz^ehon^ grounding his lb .doing 

upon X(iif£iWg laying hitnlcl/^ that it were very 

good in the time ot Antichrist^ to fatifie bis dc« 

mapds ingcn^ralltcrms, UtfiimerrogaretHr^mi 

-•...\ ■:; • crcdij? inDtum ; qnare f quia plac<t mihii.cftr 

fjacit tibl IqnU Dens efi ; qnid eft Dcus ? cni fro^ 

' ffii ccmfctit delficare 'yijuare delpcat i quia t4ilts eft 

'if^vuik^ '\^}ns9J4tura, Itind iiioth^i Charles Bovilllns cakes 

t^ui0'^ .occalion irom the impoilure of certain miracles, 

CO pat him into the Catalogue of BlelTed; chac 

•I- . .Cregprj the Ninth governing At Avignon^ in the 

year 1 3 7 1 , condemn'd bis.Doftrine, becaufc a 

a certain Bifliop had difcov^red therein above 

five hundred errours. That the Chymifls attri- 

bureto him the knowledge of the Philofophers 

flone, by a (implc MetamorphtDlis of the Irnpoit 

^. , ■. put by Jiino Edward upon rbc woofls, which were 

. : tranfported out of England into Brabant^ to the 

Sum of fix millions ot gold, which was beliow'd 

on him by this Chy milt, to make war againft the 

Turk and the Infidels. And if we would (hew 

"how far the vapours of the Mercnrj had diliurb'd 

his brains, we need onely quote the voyages be 

made, as Bs^iilins tthtcs^ as well to the Pope, as 

YiingPhiUp the Fair, to have the three Propofiti- 

ons granted, which may be ieen at the end of his 

Book, De natal] pnerl. Which were thefc, that a 1 1 

the Military Orders that were up in his time 

*■ fliould be formed togetlier into one body ; That 

the works of the Philofophery^t'^r^^^ flionld be 

abfoU^ely fupprelfd ; and that Monalkries 

.(bould be buiic^in all parts pf chc world to in-. 

lUua 
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firttft In ftrange language^fuch as (hould enter in- 
to Yows for the converiion of Infidels* Buc I 
could never yet difcoTet upon what leafons the 
greateft pare of the Daunonographers^ and fome 
Hi(toriat^> zsf^ffWy Iikveprefum'dtoreprefent/«i«/&b 
him as a Magician. fHfitlLkii 

To give them time to produce them^ we flull-^^^^**^ 
ia the mean while fpeak of Ameldui de rHU notta^ ^ * 
who was not an igooranc Friar or BtgHin, as R. 
LhHIhsi or fome wretched and wandering Chy- 
mift, aS; he is reprefented to uSi For^ on the con« 
triry> it is certam^ he was the leamedil Phyfician 
of his time, equally acquainted wich cheLatinei 
Greek, and Arabian Tongues> and one whofe wri- 
tings fuffiriently witneflfe his abilities in the Ma- 
thematicks, Medicine, and Philofophy^ thepra^ 
6ticc whereof gain'd him favour and employment 
ab(dut Pope CUmem, and FrederlckJKiuo^ oiSlciljy 
who cercainly vf ould never have made ufe of him^ 
if chey had thought him a Conjurer or Ma^cian^ 
fuch as a many ate pcrfwaded he waSi 

Among thefeis FrA$icis Pe^ha^ who rfefersto 
Sacanicall deluiion the metallick tranfinut^ion, 
which John AndrcdSy a famous Canonifl, fayes, he f^^' 
fa w h im do at Rome. Adde to this the proof they p^y)^^ ^|. 
draw from two little books publi{h*d under hisnSmiEy* 
namcv one treating, J^efhyficis ligaturiiyihcO'meHi;l,q,ti 

ther, iV SigUlis i a SlgnarHm. Buc to (hevV that^**** '^ • 
he is as unjuftly charged with Magick by thefe^^^;^ ^ 
Auchors>as he i||iwith the writing of the Book,I>f /;/;^,.. con^ 
tribm Impofionlmyh^[i]PoiHreAHt,OT to have been iordia/.%t 
the firft tjjat tried the generation of a man in ah ^ ^»^. "4. 
AlembicWby fome.in 1 bj Mari^nd, we are firft to^-','ff^^. 
confidir that [ejiJ^/r/VaWolutely clears him o^cjJh.i\c}. 
this acciifadoni affirming agaidftche {iidPcgM^f)^^\ * 
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chat it was injurious to the Clergie of Jioimzt 
that time^to iinagin they fliould employ Arnold 
Jc f^ilU'-mvay or fermiclum to praaitcfo freely 
in their CitVi if chey couldhave difcover'd in him 
the leaft iffdicia of Mz%m. Nor is it a lefTe ma- 
nifeft abufe to attribute to him the Book, Dcfhy- 
ftclsligaturlsy fince it is evident he did only tranl- 
iate it out oi an Arabian, one Lnietu Ben Cofia. 
And for that, tie SiglUts i % Sigmrum^ bcfides the 
queflion it is, whether it be hi^,as being not com- 
prifed in the coUeAion of his works , we may 
roundly anfwer, that it is like thofe of Thebit^ 
CklcHSy andtheren, and chat all the prejudice it 
can do him, is to confirm the opinion of the vain 
andluperl itious fpcailations he was guilty of in 
Aftrologie. But even of this no man will doubt, 

tib.$xont. chatflnall obfetve in Plcus^ how he laugh'd at the 

Afrotog. ^gj.y s^^icnce, when he would affipne the Birth 
ot'Amichrill intheyear 1345^ and confirm and 
maintain all his other herehef?, which f^lg^cr^ in 
his EcclefialVicall Hiflory, takes the more pains 
to particularize, by how much the more fyrRpa- 
thyand refemblance there is between them, anc 
thole of the Hcreticksand new Religionaries o 
thefe time\ 

• But if the particular and over-curious ftudy o' 
Aftrologie, hath ever ptov'd prejudicial! to thol : 

Jntheyctr ^^I^q have pra6Uf»d it, we may truly fay? that th. 

'^^^' famous Phyfician Peter d'Afom^ hath felt ih 
flings of Calumny more than ai^of the precc 
dent upon that account. For the common op 
nionof almolt all Authours, is, thatl^ was ihf 
oreateft Magician in his time, that he md mafle- 
red the feven Liberall Sciences, by the afTiftanc^' 
n\ feven familiar Spirits^ which he bad conftancW 

lodo' 
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fodg'd in a Cryftall ; that he had the way,likc ari- 
iQther PafetiSy to force back the money he had 
fjpent into his purfe again ; and) to conclude wich 
a proof as manifeft as uDdeiciiable) That it is cer- 
tain he was accuT'd of Magick^ in the eightieth 
^ear of his age^K that dying in the year 130;, be-* 
fore fentence was patf'd upon hi(n> he wa^ never- 
theleflfe (as CafiiBaHHs aflnrms) condemned co the 
fire^and it was ordered, that a Duhdie of Straw or 
Oiier, reprefenting him, (hould be burn'd in the 
publike place at PadHa-, purpofely by an example 
fb rigorous, and the fear of incurring the like pu- 
Aifhment, to prohibit the readitigot three fuper- 
fiitious and abdmihable books of his. Of thefe 
the firft was called HeftsmerTn^ now printed at 
the end of the firft Jome of j^griff4*& Works ; the 
fecondy that which Tr/VArxm/W cals, E/Hcidariuffi 
NicromamlcHm Petri di Albano • and the laft, 
one, by the fame Authour, rall'dj Lihtr exferi- 
mmoTHm mirHbUlHm de oHnidii^fecHnd^m 2 S man* 
Jiones Lun^. 

All which proofs, as well of his praftice and 
his books, as the Sentence thutidered againtt him 
hj zht Intjul/tpioPty might indeed perfwade usthat; 
he was the mofl: deeply guilty of all that medlcd 
with thofe magicall and fuperAitious obfervati- 
on?. But We are as well to consider the face,as the 
ire verfe of his Medall, and take it out of the (^ik 
light, wherein his adverfaries have placed it, to 
"View it in its proper fitilation^ and obferve there- 
in the draught ofa man that appeared as a.mirac! e 
amidfl: the ignorance of his age. One he was, 
that befides the knowledge of the Tongues and 
Medicine^ hadio fearch'd into that of the leiTe 
cotnm6n Sciehce^^ that having letc^ h^ kvv&!H\Nr 
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ciDgs of Phyiiognomys Geomancic^ and Chiio* 
mande) enough co prove his abilities cherein, he 
(hook bands with them all> and bis own youth- 
full curiolity, to apply himfelf wholly to Philo* 
fophy 9 Phy (ick> and Aflrologie» In t bete be pro- 
ved lo fortunate> that not to lay anv thing ot the 
cwoformer, whereby he inlinuated himfelf into 
the CarelTes of the Popes and Princes of his time, 
and gain'd that reputation wherein he now (bines 
among all the learned ; it is evident he was excel- 
lently well skiird in the laft) as well by the Agro- 
nomical 1 figures be caufed to be painted in the 
great Hall of the Palace at P^tdua, as bis tranflati- 
ons of the books of Rabbi jihshum Ben Ex^ra. 
To which we may adde chofe be made himfelf of 
Uie CriticdU ddfiSy and the illullration of ^^/r^. 
if^mj^ as aUb the fuffrage of the famous Mathe- 
matician Rfgiom^msfmsy who made an excellent 
Pan^yrick to him? in the quality of an AHrolo- 
ger» in an Oration he pronounc'd publikely at 
FddHdy when he was upon the explanation of the 
book of Aifragdnns • 

From his lo great celebration of this Science^ 
through all bis works^fpecially in the hundredth 
fifty fsxth Difference of his Conciliator^ have fome 
Autbours taken occafion to maintain an opinion 
direftly contrary to that of the precedent, to wit, 
chat that Sentence pafTed upon him not for his 
Magick) but becaule he would give an account of 
the miraculous efBeds that happen many times in 
Naure, by vertue of the Celeiii;ill Bodies, witb- 
OK referring them either to Ang^s or Dxmons; 
3. Vmi iThis is clear by the collection which SJmfhori4^ 
fiJribfM. ms hath made of the pafTages of hb Diferencei^ as 

/ucfi as are noc to be read wichouc the ptecaiuipr 
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and peremptory authority of FrswifiMs Tictm^fr^im^ 
who, fpcakino; of him, fa^esexpreflfely) AbMmmJ*'^'^*7* 
busfermc crcditm eit Magus ; vermn canfiat fiiAm 
^ffofitHm d^gmM ei ali^pMnda tril^mptmjkj aucm- 
ftiamHarefinm imimifitortsv^xfucntnt'^qHapniU^ 
los ejfe Damones ctedidtrlt. To which may be ad- 
ded, that ( a] BoftiSla oiMamua^ upon this fcore , a zifci. de 
cals }[t\myVirHni^magn4y [edmmium andacis tcmc^patientla, 
rarU^ dodriva ; that [b] Csfrndmns numbcisf*^' 
him among thofe who referred all miracles to^^^^f^^^j* 
nature ; and that [c] h Lojcr affirms, that hcdj^Vpfl^r. 
laugh*d at Sorcerers and their Sabots. Whence it ^/^. *. U. 
might be wondet'd at> that yet the fame Authors^ ^- J- 
in divers other places, rank him among Conju^ 
rers and Magicians, were it not ordinary with 
thofe who write upon this Sub je5l> fo to fwell up 
their books, by copying out whatever ihey find 
in others, that they ieldom obferve the Poets 
advice, 

Prlmo ne medtttmy medio nc difcrefet Imnm. 

Nor can it but happen fo, when having gotten to 

the middle or end, they forget what they faid at 

the beginmng, and become like that DidjtMt^ 

w ho having deni'd a thing in one of his books, an- ^ 

other was jproduc*d wherein he affirm'd it* ^ 

But I ihoald not have infixed on all thefe 
proofs of the impiety ci Peter d' Apow^ fotore- 
fcue him from the crime of Magick, by charging 
him with that of Atheifm, if I had not Tomething 
to clear him of both. For this, I have not onely 
the teftimony of the moll illuftrious and religious 
FrederUk^Utlkc of iMiHy who, for his great de- 

fercs, erc^ a Statue to him, amoos^xSc^^C^^^ ^^^^^ 
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moft eminent men chac are co be feen in his Citr 
cadel ; but alfp the publick atteftacion of the City 
ot Padtfa y caufing his Effigies to b? fet up oYcr 
the gate 6t their palace between thofe or T/Vum 
LivtHs , AlhertHi Magnus , and Julius Paulus i 
vvich this infcription upon the Bale. 

PETRUS APONUS PATAVINUS 
PHItOSOPHIiE MEblCINiEOJUE 
SCltNTiSSIMliS, OB IDQ^UE 
CONCILIATORIS NOMEN A- 
DEPTUS, ASTROLQGIiE VERO 

ADEOPfiRITUS, UT IN MAGIiE 
SUSPICIONEM INCIDERIT,FAL. 
SOCLUE DE HjERESI POSTULA- 
tUS, ABSpI-UTUS FUERIT. 

This me thinks were enough to ftieyv, that all 
the bbjeftions formerly made to convince him of 
Magick arc rather imaginary then realK But to 
make an abfolute difcovery of their falfhood, wc 
v«#»tf,- tY^ay anfvvcr what l^udwigiuj hath laid of the ieven 
^dgt£. qu, fpirits vvho taught him the fcven Liberal Sciences^ 
that this fabulous relation proceeded from the 
iifftxcmia faid-P«r^r*i affirming 5 z^xtTAlhumaz^ar, that the 
jer. prayers made to God, when the Moon is in con- 
junflion with Jupiter in the Dragon's head, arc 
infallibly heard; and that for his own particular, 
he had no fooner made his addrcfles , but, accor- 
ding to his own cxprcffion , SafientUm a prtM0 
vifus efi Jibl in iHa dmplius proficere, Nor indeed 
could it but give dlTcrfe Ainhours occafion tp* 
fmile at his indifcretion in difacknowledginghis 
great Induftry^ and Labours , to biecome obliged 
for his leamiog to the fu^erftition of a certain 
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praye r w hicti muft needs be Tab & ineffe&dal ca« 
ken invvha^ienrelbeYenFor ificbediredted to the 
Scars jicwer^ abfoluce beltialicy co cbinbthey could 
heareic; ifcoGod> I would gladly know whe- 
ther he were deaf before, that conjunflion ; whe- 
ther he wouldnoc receive our prayers vyicbouc- i c 9 
or whether that force did neccflitate him to 
condefcend'to'our defire?. Hence was it, thst 
Johannes PicMS ^ fpcaking of this new Salomon . , ' 
had reaiOD to fay , Conjulerem Pctro ifiint totam j^nrQi^^^^ 
^fuoi profecit fuAfotius indMitrU^ tngeniojj accept 8. 
turn refcrretj ^nam Jovla ilUfiiafufplicatlonh 

In like oianner , for the three Books xiivulg'd 
under his name, it may be fayd, they are no ielfe 
unjutily attributed to him than diverfe others to 
mod of the great Wits, befides that 7>/VA^/»/W ^^^. . 
will not acknowledge thfem to be legitimate, be- ub.cef. \ 
caufe of the great number oi fables therein la* 
ther'dupon tnis Author; and what he had faid 
before in bis Catalogue oi EccelefiaSHcall Writers, 
that he thought nothing true of what was laid of 
the Magick of Peter d* Afono, becaufe he could 
never undorfland he had writ any Book ugon 
thatfubjeft. To which if we adde the gcnerall 
iilcnce of all Libraries,and the confirmation Sym-^Tfa^ 4. 
fhortanns gvKB the Authority of Trithemius^ zf^tib-de 
firming he trad never ieen any of his Magicali ^^'^ ^' 
Books i fave a certain Difference wiitrt he- treats serlptori- 
of it by the way, I conceive tbefe is nothing can §us. 
hinder us from declaring him innocent, anacon- 
eluding with the more rationall party, that the 
fufpicion men have had of his being a Magician 
proceeds, as its true originall , from the power 
he acttibutes to it in the Hundred fifty fix differ-* 
ence of his Conciliator^ and his facuk^ o^^v^^So^- 



onsbycheaffiOanceof Aflrolegy> upon which ^ 
in proceCfeofume^ all tbefe tables aiid Chime* 
ra's crept in) according CQth^uue laying of Pr#- 

Omnia faJi^fkMmjin^mii]9raVitHfi4{. 

LalUy for this Arcb-herecick in Philofopby > 
MedicinC) zxidKtX}%iotk%Thafjhrafi^ 
who is now the Zenith ) and riling San of all 
the Alcbymifts , me thinks chofe who would re? 
fcue him from the crime of M^gick > yet wuhouc 
abatement as to any other he ftandsxiiarg^d with> 
may with reifon fay mu^h in his vindication. 
Among other things^ that the novelty of his con-r 
ceptions, the difficulty of his ftyle» and the ohr 
fcQrity ofa many w<ords frequent in his workes, 
fuchas, iotm^ncZyEnsPagolciim^Cag^SlricHmf^ 
CharUmMmy LiffdSj Jtfdddc^ Trurdmes^ StOMKoy , 
terenJUy Eehleum^ and abundance of the like, 
make thereader fo doubcfuU of his meanings thac 
he muft needs go ieeling in the darknctfe of fuch 
Maunders , and knows not whether he fpeakes of 
a Sheeps trackle or a pill , a flone or bread , the 
Dtevil or Nature. Which iffo, there is much 
more groutid to doubt , whether he makes uie 
of Magick as of riddles (after the example of Tri^ 
themmCi to difguife his precepts, and to concealc 
the vamty of hu Art> which he thought (hould 
be the mote admir'd > the lefle ic is nndec- 
flood. 
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0mnl4 emmjhlidimdgu ^^Jmir^tftmr j dnuim^ iMcraMu 

l^tic for my parCr (inccl haveooc ftudiedche 
;ji6tionai7^M/Wiiiibach€Ofn|Ml'd oftbePbrafes 
of cbis Anchor ) fo far as to bie able to judge of 
bis wotrkesandco underftand cbem^ I (hall > la 
chis queltioo'of bis Magick be guided by che opi- 
iv:.on of his chiefeft Interpreters » Severinpt the 
r • nc) aod Crotim. Thde make it only tbe vaile 

J vizard of his doftrine^ witneire (he latter ,di SfH^ 

• '^Tf. of his preface* P^rdcdfumexfmis fiyUfaif.Vit' 

• .ns in fchols magic a ^dMCdtUy fsfientU filis% 
n.jSttria fuafuk v^nis ^mmhus oceukuffe. And 
indeed it is certain ^ that the names of diverfc 
Spirits (catterM frequently up and down bit 
2ookS)fuch as might be uken for covies of DevilS) 

are to be underltood) according to tbe opinion 

cf James Gehoijy the firft favourer of FaracelfmS^"^'^^ 
in Fraacfy of extra^onsand diverfe efifences, ^^pLn^/jL 
:\ eir propeinies wd preparations » or Uftly ciji^uak^^ 
' ings mineral!, vegetall and animate, fuchas hec^ 

• :ide ule of in the compofiuon of his Remedies. 

V- Ich tlus agrees that ot pkaoMcs Ofarimu; who j^^i ^^ 
- IS bisfervaor along time, and having mz^ftimfgnx 
! e firft difcovery of whac is now objo^ed to himi 
r. L ikes no mention of bis ULi^dky or his invocati* 
Oi\s ; and wmtrtu , who having ftayd. twenty fe- 
% tn months with turn > (ayes only , cbac, when 
Vc was drunk, be would tbreacen ta bringin mil- 
lions of Devils, CO fliew what power be ^ over 
£l*em,notcocake anynocice of whac a manf (ay 
o/ thQ UmSai P«moji which was \^^i, ^ 
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within the pommell of his fword^ For> noc to 
bring upon the ftage the opinion of the Alchj- 
mifts who maintaincy ic was the fecret of the Plu- 
lofophers Uone > ic were more rationall to b^ 
lieve> xhity if there were any thing within ic , it 
was certainly two or three dofes of his Lafidawm^ 
which be never went without ^ becaufe be did 
ftrange things with it> and uf'd it as an uniyerfftli 
medicine to cure all manner of difeafes. 

It might here be faid that ic (ignifies not much tc 
have glean'd up thcfc proofs to ftrike Paracef/Wi 
name out of the Caulogue of Magicians ^ when 
behimfelf 9 noc content to ha?e put Magick for 
one of the four pillars of Mecifine) bach ende» 
vour'd further to acquaint us with the precept 
and nature of it9 and that, in all his Books atni 
Ii<^vx ^4«particnlarlyin thac^ Phihfofhlk (a^^ci-, wher</ 
he divides it into(ix fpeciesand difierent partF. 
The firft treats of the (ignification of the figne.. 
happening befides the order of Nature* as th 
Starr that appeared to the wife men. The fc 
cond, of the Metamorphofes and tranfmutatiou 
of Bodies ; the third> of the vercue of words and 
fpeech; the fourth, of Annulets; thefift , of en- 
chanted images ; and the laft, of the Cabal) which 
he faid was to be uf^d to do all thofe extraordina- 
ry afdons which cannot be reduc'd to any of the 
other five parts. Such are thefe, to ripen fruits in 
aninftant; to make one borfetravell further in 
a day, then another (hall in a month ; to dtf* 
courfe intelli^bly with thofe that are above 50^ 
miles diftance from as ; and in a word, to do 
whatever feems , and ever bath been thought im* 
poflible. But T extreimly wonder (ince he pre^ 
ccnded to the abfeloceknoWlcdg of aU thefe kuidf 
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cf Magick > why he vtvct did any thing by cbe aP 
iiftaoce of them. For certainly it bad b^ muctv 
more reputation to hinivto cooBrnie this new 
doiftrine by fome of his exftrltnces , than to foU 
low the ordinary track of Mountebafikiy who 
break out into a torrent of common and popular 
eloquence to celebrate (he miraculous power of 
their DruggJ, and call, themfelvcs Profejfors sind 
Operators , as if they had the certain cure of all 
dileafes. 

jit nufqHxm , tetos Inter qui talU jaEl^fft^ 
Affaret qnifquAm qui re miracnla tanta 
ComfToht. 

But, however itbe> I (hall not qnarrell with 
their opinion, whohold> that one of the pririci* • 
pall advantages which learned and induttrious 
men have oyer the ignorant, is, that it is in their 
power to make new Syftems, and advance new 
l?rinciples, nay change the order, precepts and 
method of the Sciences, (borteningor lengthen- 
ing them , like a Stirrop, as they plcafc; Of 
vvhich number Paracelfns being one thought he 
might as well invert the courfe of Magick, as he 
had done that of Medicine and Philofophy , and 
'cK)affed he could have done ofReligion,thrcatning 
both the Pafe and Luther to bring them both to 
his Maxims when he (hould think fit to do ir« 
Though therefore he might juflly be a>Adeftiii*dl 
as an Arch-heretick for the depravedfucffe of bis 
f>pinion in point of Religion, yet d6 1'ik>c think 
•le (hould be charged with Magick. For this cotti- • 
Ifls not in the SfeaUations zndThe^Tji wtnch 
ivcry one may explicate tM atr-^jU^i %i:t,«&a% 
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fo hu fantaliCjbuc In the piadtce of the f^^<f/^1 
dnvacatUm, wherein, asw'chavc already flieW 
not any one af the Authours> thai have the g 
eft avciTion for his Dcxfbine, woald ever s 
tainhecmploy'dhimfclf. 



vvs 



OfCerneliMt Agrifpn. 

TEre there Domoreiequiliteiodeclai 
/ maa a Magician, than that he flioufl. 
aiTC himfclf the title, or were it juft, that who 
Uiould brag he could do ihoufands of tricks and 
invocations, were truly gailiy of the prance 
thereof* that Impotior and Mountebanli ihas 
wandei 'd up and down Gtrmany in the rime of 
TrithcmiHi , (hould certainly be taken ^or cb 
moil exquiiitc Conjurer of our laft ages, fmceH 
was To ambitious tobe known, and called cv^ 
where by thefe honourable titles, Mugifitr (7<J 
^im SjtMlicMri Faitjlus ]««;«r, font Necromn^m 
TUM', AfirelogHs ^ MagMj, Chiramamitui, Aft 
mamicMi, PjremAaticM, (jr In Hj^d am tmS!' 
omdHs. Withthelamcconfidenceof Truihn 
We affirm, that if the compofittoo of Magii^ 
Books were a fut^cient proof to convince thi 
iflithours of this crime, no compurgation o! Et 
qucnce could deliver K/fgr'iff*, iince be is at faj 
loffe of modcfty,3J to publifh, by writings prind 
even in his life time, the rules and precepts tha 
Wfi^M o^ Butaschcfaid TrithsmtH! telsus in his El 

8*^ dies, thai this SaitUleiu had no other ground! 
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lemeiky he was gmlcy 6^ in promifi^g all chingii 
without etfe^ing anyf fo may it be f^ that this 
Book of ^griffs difcovers him to be rather of 
their ranky wbo^comakeanoifey and gain repu* 
tacioDi pretend to know nuny things beyond the 
ordinary reach of men> than of that of Conjurers 
and Magicians, 

This I undertake to make good in this Chap«- 
ter^^ not fo much out of oppofition to mod Au-^ 
thour$5 as topropofe it as a probleme^ for thole 
who defire to fee the reafons of both (ides, as a 
Paradox in refpe^ of the common bpinioip> and 
as a true relblution to thofe^ who by my reafons 
(hall think it fuch. For I doubt not> but amidft 
the great diverfity of mens judgements^ fuch an 
opinion muft needs fall under one of thefe three 
interpretations. Whereof as I (hall alwayes find 
favour from the two extreams, fo do I expeft th^t 
thole who hold it new and paradoxal^ (hould ex- 
cufc me, if I endeavour to clear up the truth, ber 
caule, if it be not fuch, it is a charity to refcue 
what b fo near it from fo dangerous a calumny, 
and to deliver the perfon, to avoid the cenfiire pf 
LdStamiuiy who fayes that) Nip ft ms^^nSt !m^m^ /jfJKf j f , 
tasprotdfam iffftocem^m iUmttaJfiy ^nam immdi^tx. 
tarn. But if it be fuch,a man is at liberty to main- 
tain it, and celebrate the praifes of Agrlfph as 
JfocTdtis fome time did thofeof JBi^iir, and C#ir« 
dan cho(e oiNer^. With this caution by the way, 
that their opinion be abfolutely difcarded, who 
hold that Agriff4 cannot be repre(emed,but like 
an Owl in a Nighupiece, becanfeof his magical! 
deformity ; that he was a fuperftitions vagabond ; 
chat all his travels and peregrinations were but fo 
inanyffighcs«iK}cicapcsi 4&d\ba&V^^V>a^ 
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great Deceflfscy, ( as being forfaken by, Jbeca 
abominable co,all the wortd) among Beggars a 
the Scnrf tff the City of Lyow. For to do othc 
wife, were? to fpeak ingehuoudy , to be guided 1 
the ignorance or paffion oiFauiiis J^^tuus^ and tl . 
Dcmonographers, rather than the truth of th 
HiHory, and thereby to paffe fuch a difadvanta 
geous judgement on a man, who was not only . 
new TrifmeglfiHs in the three fuperiour faculties 
U6& Theologie, the CivillLaws, and Medicine ; but 
ijb,'f!^ * *one, who by travelling thorow all parts of Ed^ 
ipi'ft,ii. ropej would roll his mind into all Sciences and 
thevet in Dildplines, to be like that -yirgnsj who, 

his life^ • 

& A.tpiA. B y this means, came he from one employment 

Idem 1,6. to another, at lalttothat [z] ot Secretary to the 

jjJ\^ Empcrour Maximilian - a Favourite of Amomm 

frimis e- ^^l^^^^> and Captain in his Troops ; Profefl'our 

f4. l.u ot Divinity atDoley and Pavia ; Syndic-, and Adr 

Idem hi vocate-Otnerall of the City of Metx, ; Phyfician to 

Expo^ul. her Highneffe the Dutcheffe of An]oH, Mother 

^S 7h. ' ^^ ^'"S ^''^''^^ ^h« ^'^^^ ; and lafily, Concellonr 
Id, epift.' ^"^ Hiiioriographer to the Emperour Charles the 
47./. 7. Fifth. All the'e charges may well fecure his re- 
id. inde^ patation amoftgft the greatelt pcrfons, and there- 
fy^^J^g'^^^^ we needed not to have caft into the balance, 
idtmtp. '^^^^ ^^ ^^^ employ'd at twenty years of age by 
S^Jib.i. fome Gentlemen of France , to endeavour the 
idem 7^. t ranlmutation of metals ; that two years after he 
c^79./.3. publikely explan'd that obfcureand difficult book 
Jdim 4* of Keuclin^ De Vtrho mirlfico ; that he underflood 
iifm^ir^M eight feverall Languages ; that he waschofenby 
nepif^ the Cardinall de SainuCr$ixj toaflift him in the 

Coubcell 
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CounceU which v^as CO be held at 7iy#. To this 
we may adde^ That cbe Pope writ a jLeuer co lum 
CO exhorc hiQi> as he had begun> co continue 
in weil-doiDg; Thac the Cardinal! of Lorrdim 
would needs be Godfather cooneof hisfonsin 
Frdnci ; Thac a Marquefle of Italy ^ King of Bfi^r 
Undy the Chanoellour Mercttrlus GAtinmrUy and 
Marggret Princcffe oiAitfirU', courted him into 
their fervice ac the fame time : And lailly) that he 
was {ingular friend to four Cardinals^five Bi Aiop?> 
and all the learned men of his time^fuch as £rif/- 
mns, Faber Stafulenfis^ Trithemiusy Cafit^yMelan^ 
Hhon^ CafelUnHS^ Montins^ and CantinncHla. 

This granted) I cannot much wonder > that 
[a] Panliu J&vuu cals him, Portentofum ingmum ; a in Elopis 
thac [b] James Gohorj places him, inttr clarljfuna HbM My^ 
fm famuli lumina ; that [c] LudwlgiHs cals him, ^' **^^- 
l^enerandmn Dommnm j^gripfamy literarnm llte^ ^^^m j^ 
ratorum^ omninm mtraculum^ & amorem bono- {, j)4mon^ 
ram; that \d\UvlertUy Melchiar Adamy and zmgg.fAo^^ 
many others, ipcak of him very honourably, com- ^ Li^.rfc 
plaining chat all thefe elogies, and teflimonies, '^^^'^^ 
ihefe extraordinary perfections, thefe great em- ^^^^^ ^^ 
ploymencs and dignicies fbould not any Yf^y vit. Medis. 
iliake the opinion men have to this day of his be- ine'}m 
ing a Magician. Which indeed is the more deplo- '^^'^ 
rable, becaufe there are but two or three proob 
to make himfuch, which Cinct chey are fo falfe 
and forged, that it were madnefie or malicious 
ignorance^ to take them for authentick, lihould 
rather beleeve thac this opinion hath not crepe 
into the imaginacions of Authours fo much by 
a ny o{ thefe tnree w^yes, as by the indifcretion of 
the firft Advancer of it. For wnat he firft broach'd, 
the reft tooVfor gqpd fecudty>co dcfcribc^frip^ie 

'as 
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^i the Prince of Magicians, and blaft bis repttatiA 
on with all the injuries' imaginable, fo far arto 
curfe him with BelU Book> and Candle^ Nor is 
this any thing extraordinary in chem> it bmg 
cheir defigne to praile or difpraife to the j/mMa 
end) right or wtong it matters norland thac witl^ 
out any heed or moderation, a many perlbnsi of 
whom they neither have nor would know any 
ch'in^) lave that they have been condemned or ap^ 
prov dby fuchand fuchi ^nd confequently, chat 
they cannot be midaken, if theypafie the fami 
judgement on them i 



^a. 



O imitiUwcs fervum fecm I ut k^ihifAfi 
Biltm^fdfi iocum^^stri movin tumtUms ! 



l^ot haply I may be thought too harlh with 

thefe Authors^finee that what was alledg'd before^ 

may fomewhat clear -^g^jff^ ; yet is not fo prcgi 

nant, as abfolut^y to acquit him trom all fufpicion 

of Magick. I would therefore ask Dclrio^ one o\ 

his greatell: adveriaries, why the judgement oi 

' the Pofe^ the authority of lo many Cardinals & Bi^ 

(hofSs the favour of two Emfero$trsj and fo many 

KtPtgSy are not as good and authentick proofs to 

clear his innocence^ as that whereby he would ju-^ 

Oific Amfldns de Viia mva from being a Magici-' 

an^ bteaufe the Clergie of Rome^ atnon^ whom he 

/iv^dawhi/cj would notidve cmvl^*d hitn^ if thej 

had knowfi him to iefmcb. Be(ides, if this firii re&-» 

foo, out of which it were not hard to deduce a 

many more, give them not full fatisfafiioth I wifh 

From enf. they would ^ for their better, coniider what De- 

4t « to tMf. ctamadons the laid Agrltfa makes againft Ma- 

^ckf ooc only in tus %oq^ Of the Famtj of the 



^■^ 
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SctrKc, , bnr alfo 5n his treacife of Original Sin , 
iu hi: CornpU-'vi.i^aioft the Schpol-men in '^^'^'^' 
luc rourictiuh Epiule of the nfth Book, 
- wherein he was indeed a little elevated 
by a holy zeaU and (ome animoHty a^aintt the 
French: and in Epift. %6. of the fame Book, of 
which EpiftlelftiaUonly give notice, that the 
title is tran'poi*d in the 1 aft edition; where it is 
AmicHs ai Agriff4m^ inliead QiAgrlppa ad/ Ami- 
cnmy as it is printed with the three Books of his 
9ccHlt Philofofhjy Anno i5J3, 

Adde to this, chat being Syndic , and Advocat 
Generall of the City of Met^^ , he diredly oppol*d 
the proceeding? oil^colas Savlnl th^n Inqmfnor 
for the Faith in the faidCity, who would have 
piinilh'd a poor Country woman xs a Witch; and 
liickled lb much in the buSneffe that {>e got her 
reieaf'd, and the accufers and wicnefl'es well fi- 
ned ; which (hews he was not fo fupeWUtious 
as the greateft part of thofe who calumniate 
him. 

To make his charge high enough , it is further 
urg'd that the Divines ofXt^Wwpafl'da feverc 
ccnfure upon his Declaration againrt the Sciences; 
that John Catlll»etj a Francifcan declaimM pub- 
likely againft the explicatioa he had made at 
Dola^ def^erbomlrifico'j chat the Dominicans of 
the City of Metz, \siitt againft the propofitions 
he had publi(h'd in defence of the opinion of P^- 
ber ScapHlenJis, concerning the Monogamy of 
St, Anne. And yet not one of thefe cenfurers 
could take occafion to make any remarkes upon 
the two firft Books of his occnlt Phl/ofojfhy printed 
long before any of thefe pieces, at Par$s^ Antwerp ^ 
and other places, and eveti[ Yitet^ viYOcv^^'^^v-. 
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viledge and approbation of thofe tvho had ibe 
managemenc oi fuch aHFaires. But it may baply 
be conje^ur'd that cbe Adverfaries will aofivcr 
thislaft reafon, by faying > that there is indctd 
no danger in thofe Books, it being ^^r/ff4*i de* 
f.gneto make that advantage of the curious Pta- 
lofophy and Learning therein contained^ as a ffli 
pill> to make the poiion of the other to {Ude dowo 
more ea(ily ; imicating ther^ the fubtlety of the 
Crocodile^ vvhich counterfdts the voice oi a nian> 
CO devour him) or rather the ilratageme of Satan 
transforming himfelf into an Angeli of Light , or 
of fome beautiful! Creature, the more eafilyto 
deceive us. We fliall therefore takf this occahon 
to difcover, how much the avarice of Bookfellers , 
and the vanity of certain men j who have no 
other employment then to make counterfeit keys 
to all Books and treatifes that are ever fo litle dif- 
ficult and obfcure, have injured the memory 
of this Author, lathering on him a fourth 
Book full of vain)Magical>luperftitious,and abho- 
minable Ceremonies , and publifliing it with : he 
three of his Occult Philofophy, together with 
i'omc other (hreds and fragments of Peter d' jifotioy 
Arbately PiStoriusy TrithemifiSy and commenta- 
ries upon the whole Hiflory of -P//^ by Sufhanus 
j4i]ticus; the reading whereof vvemuft acknow- 
ledge much more dangerous to a mind carry'd 
throueh weakneffe> away wirh fuch vanities, then 
that ofOvldio a dcbauch'd perfon, of M^rtjall to 
a Flatterer and detraikor , oiLucUn to a Scoffer, 
oi Cicero to a proud man, and oi Lucretius to an 
irreligious man and an Atheifl. But note by the 
v^'^Pig. ^yay, that thefe Books are as &t(ely fathered on 
/ •'• ^'^'rh^m , as that fourib xx^w A^i\\^ « Kmerus, 
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in defence of the UR^ affirmed, that chat Boole 
was not publifli'd till cwctity Teven years after hi^ 
deach > and that certainly he was noc the Author, 
of it. And for ^£rlpfa , we may obieft, that he 
fayes in his Epiftles, that he had referv*d to him- lih. 4. ^. 
fclf the key of the three Books he had pnblifl\U J^. 
For befides that we may probably at)fwer> that^^-^« ^'* 
he mentioned fuch a Key meerly to be courted by ^^' 
the cilrious , upon which account ^ [a] James 
Cohorj znd [b] f^ige^ere z(Rvmz he boailed that^^^'j*^ • 
heknevVche fecret ot Pj/A^r^e^^/'s glaCfe, as aifob^^^^^^ 
that of [t] cxtrafting the ipinic of Gold>to turn Sil- in Payjcelf. 
ver or Copper intop< ' "^^ *^ ^ ».-.:.-»- 

greater quantity then 

whence it was extradtedlimounted to* Befides ^p^^/r 
ihis reafon, I fay, he clearly expreffes what he 16. 17. ' 
hieanes by fuch a key when he faies in the i p.EpjlK 
of the 5, Book. Hdc efiilU i/tray & mirabili^ 
um oferum occultljjima Phllofofhla. Clavis ejus 
InteflsEtHS efi ^ qnanto enim altiora inteitglmi^ y 
tamo fubUmio^es indnimHS vlr tsttes^ ranto^ (^ ma-* 
jaraj & p:fillfis & efficacius oferamnr. This I 
fuppolc takes away all difficulty concerning this 
occult: Phtlofofhj unlefle we would raife any ouc 
ofthe third Book printed with thcother two, in 
in the year 1 5 J j. he being then a [a] Domeftick a li*. 7. 
ofthe Archbifhop's o^ CuRen , who thoOght him- ^piR* 
felf much hdnour*d with the [b] dedication of^.^-P^^-^'* 
them and [c] permitted him to publifli them ^'^*^^^^^ 
according to the Priviledge of the Empcrour p^^j^f. i^- 
Charlesj K From which circumftanccs miy be 
infccr'd , that as the two firft were publiflVd long 
before, without any prejudice to the Author's re- 
putation, fa is there not any thinolwvV«.\jMw\^% 
tbar^ni/ give any fufpicion o? ^^^cV ^ xxxJssS.^ 

O 4 ^ 






•/ 
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' it be ptrticulaf ly CO fuch, asy like kzffvXi ^iiflr 
UtSy cake roocs for folded Serpencs> hnuittd 
buflies fot Highway-men waicio^for chein)-j|Sr 
mau sd Lunam trefidam drtwdivls umbr4m. Re 
he creacs noc of any cbing> under cbe cicle ol 
l^mne and CeremoniQus Magick^but ef Religion^ 
of God, and of his naihes and attributes, as alio 
o( Dxmons and Angels, of Intelligences and 
Gemus's, offacrifices, of Man and his feveraU 
operations^ And all this laccordinj to the opi- 
nions of Divines, Pbilofophers aiid Cabalifts, noc ' 
advancing any thins , but what , as he acknovy- 
ledges hi(nlelf,1ien^^ken out oj* the primed, 
/ much read, and mdHj^proved BooV^ of PUto^ 

Vorpfyrmsy PreclfiSy CmctMis Sjncjms^ AmmoniHs^ 
JP/Jr/to/, %AlbinHsmagn$tSy R^gtrBMcen^ fylU/aftf 
of Vdtisy GAtdlUmSy Johdw/ej Picus , ReucUrms , 
jRUcsHSy and fuch like ; who are only fufpeifted c "^ 
lilagick by chofc that are frightned at any thing 
they are unacquainted with , ^d a^ Lftcreti^^ 
layes, fear, 



Nthllo gjHd fummetHendA magis^ qtikm 
QuApu§ri intcncbrls pavitant fi^gi*nta^ fi^turs. 

To this we may adde, that he hath, in his prcr 
face , cautioufly retraced what ever mij;ht have 
crept into his vvotks contrary to the docirine of 
the Church,& docs both [al there and all thorow 

iffi%*'*K^^^'^^^^ excufehimfelf, faying that, AfrW ^ 

w$]%^ * ^Mm ad$Ufcens hoc comfofmt .It is then out of all j 

IMir. /. 3. controverly that there will not hereafter be any I 

WhU^p^ (o barbarous & inhumane as to gloHe more difad- ; 

vaotageouflyuponthebeats&fallyesofhtsyoucb, j 

ibeo onthofe ofTUns) Albmn^ mAjni^s^ ^«(f \ 
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»sr Sjflvlf^^itid divers 6thers> who may as well as 
•Agriffa imitate the penitent King , where he 
faves, JRememiernotj O Lord the jins andlgnorancet 
of my youth. 

Having thus defeated the ftrongeft and moft 
unfofpefted proof of the Adverfaries,and rendered! 
it vain and of no ,confequence , the reft are eafily 
rooted ) as fuch> as are Htter to BU up the Magi- 
call Romances of Merlin'^ MaugisznA Dr. Fau^ 
fifiSf than that they {hould be round in theferi- 
ous and con(iderate writings of Hiftorians and 
Daemonographers , at leaft iuch as ought to be 
fuch- Among thele, Dclrioy Thtvety and Pan- 
lus Jovi'us are the moft confiderable witnefles 
that come in againft the lite> manners^ and ' 
doi^rinc of Agrlffa. The former was a man of 
fuch avaft and prodigious reading that he hath 
omitted nothing that any way made for his pur- 
pole ; the other two feem to (peak of him with 
more candour and intcgrity» in as much as they 
prudently lankhim amongft the moft illuftrious 
men, and liken him to that altar of Midas y whtclt 
feem'd foractimes to be of Gold y but for the 
moftpart'Ofttonei . 

To begin then with the depofitioti of Thevet >/j?.^^Vi/ 
who having firft drawn him according to the Ori- ^^J^, " 
ginall of Bohemias and Clngarlfisj men. 

Quos alien A jfivpint^ frofrlis habltare moUftumy 

very confidently gives you a reafon for all 
hisTravells, which wa<f, thathe could not ftay , 
long in any place, before be had fhevfn fomc 
trick of his Art, which beingdifco^ejt'A ^^ .^tA\ifc 
thereby kaowocd 6ean EiicUantrt \nA^5^^* 
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m^^oner, all he could do was cq fly froixi 609 

Counrry to another like thole apes (hat leap from 

one tree to another, and from one bough to 

another, till atlaft they are taken by cheHun« 

%cx^. To make this telhmony the more auchen- 

tick/> Dclrio makes oath that the Emperonr 

Charles V. would never admit him to his l:ght5 

vifqtfifit. atter he had ent^rtain\l him with Ibme difcourlcs 

Lx.qfi.ii. that he coufd find out and difcover great trca- 

(ures by his Magic k : as alfo that) being at Lo^ 

iJb* ». vaivey when the Devil brd murthered ope of his 

quefi. 39. Penfioners, he commanded him to enter into his 

body, and to walke feven or eight turnes in the 

publick placeof the City before he quitted it, that 

fo he might not be troubled or iufpe6ted for his 

death, wbenthepcoplefhould find him dead ol 

a iudden and naturallone. To which addethai 

of the third witntfle P^i^K^J^f/jw, who, in his 

Elogies, faycs, tbar, dil'cardedby all the world, 
he dy*d very poor at Ljoi!fSy and that touch'd with 
fome remorle of conlcicnce , he difmiHagreat 
black Dog that had foUow'dhim all his life, ta- 
king off his neck a Coller fuUof images and Ma- 
gicall figures, faying to him with fome exafpera- 
lion, jiil ferdita tefita qudmetotum ferdidlFH-^ 
whereupon the Dog went and calt himlelf into 
the Saone, and was never fcen afterwards. 

Though the ridiculoulnefle of thefe relations 
fufficicntly difcover their falfity, yet to pluck 
them up by the roots, we are to rcfledlon that 
faying of Afachiavely that if Ccfar had been vaur 
quifh'd by Pomtey^ no queliion , but he would 
have been defcrib'd to us, not fuch as he is no Wi 
but morc/extra'VaoaiaX^ mcVed then ever Coiilin 
yvjiSf Thus the gteateft ^^vti^Vi^JilvcA vni^\ 

\t«^ 
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predng the actions of others alwayes iuicably to 
their torcune , all the Venues we now admire 
in him) would have been turn'dinto to many 
vices > nor could nature have afforded colour^ 
fad enough to difguife him fo as to pleaie fome 
Writers. For we may inferre from this Maxim 
that we may dafli outoftheCalumnies-faften'd ' 
upon Agriffa , the ftory of the penfioner of 
Lovalne t as Tuch as we may more rationally de- 
ny with LtUwlgiuiy than Delrio aflfirme it> (ince he 
hath taken it word for word out of a Book called 
The Theatre of Nature^ publi(h'd in ItalUn and 
Latlne under the name ot Stroz^. Ckogfia^ and in 
French and Spanijb under that of Valatrama^ For 
the reft, they are faign'd upon the reall a&ions of 
his life, which ever (ince he put out his Book 0/ 
the voHitj ef Sciences , men endeavour'd to inter- ■* 

pret in a contrary fenfe> and make them as de- 
formed and abhominable > as they would have 
been thought noble,vertuous,or at leaft tolerable^ 
if he had not committed that fault, which indeed 
prov'd the caufeofallhis misfortune. This ic 
was alfo, and not bis Magick> that incenPd the * % rm 
Emperour Charles ^. as he himfelf acknow-M»5«. 
ledges in * feverall places of his works, and made ^'A- *^ 
him flight his fervice ; nay he would have g^nc^^^^ 
further, ifCardinall Campegey axkl^t^c Bi(hop of ^^^^ 
Liege had not ippeaPd him. This difgrace gave ScbeUfi. ^ 
his envyers , and emulators occa(ion to calum* 447. 
niate him with Magick^^ grounding their malice '• ^^J 
on his publirtiiog his three Books of occult Fhilo- ^^^!t^ 
fiphj. Thetwo former, as we have (hewn, wcre^,^ -g 
publifti'd long before this tempeft arofe , and & j^jj. 
ftood out the (urges of detraftion, but coaim^>^^vi\\ 
again Into the prcffc thcj unA«wtK.^^^'«»«^^* 

O 4 ^^^^ 
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fate with the third/o chac there was oo more mer* 
cy for them than the others as if all things bad coo^ 
Ipired both their and their Authors ruine. Thence 
it comes that Thevet attributes all his travells co a 
bafe (hifting from place to place> and from Coun« 
try to Country by reafon of his Magick. And 
yet there's nothiugfocertain) as that all the voy- 
ages he undertook irom the twenty fecond year of 
his age were upon the Negotiations of fome Kings 
and Princes that employed him, in the quality of 
an Agent. 
^rm.^.f. ^^^^ ^^^ (doming into Engldnd was, as [a] he 
596 /.3. himfelf aflirmes, to manage analBFaire of greac 
#p. 5 8. dr confequence; it was upon the account of Maxi^ 
6o. 1. 7 . ep. jf^^ll^ the Emperour that hefollow'dthe army 
\'^^aHd^ he fent into Itafy ; the Dutchefle of uiftjof^ fcnc 
il/twbere. for him into France^ Margaret of AuShU into 
jintTverpi the Archbi(bop oiCullen into Germ Any. 
And upon fome fuch other occafion he returned 
again into Fra^tce^ where he dy*d, in the year 
b De pY£' * 5? ^- "^^ ^^ Ljfonsy as [b] Thevet and [c] PanlHs 
,fiigA^,c,$JovlM affirme; but, moretruely, according to 
c In vitit merits and Melchior AJUm^ in the City of Greno* 
iUufir. mt- bie^ at theReceiver General's houfe, ofthepro- 
*^^* vince of Dalfhine y whofe Son dy*d, fome years 
fince, firft Prefident of the faid City. 

Lattly for the llory of the Dog , reprefcnted to 
lis with greater eloquence than truth by P^ul^ti 
Jovittsy 

Venalis cm fenna frntycm gloria floccl ; 

what furer judgment can be paff'donit, after fo 
evident a ialfity, but that it is a pure Calumny 

fo/g'd by bi§ emoUwrs ? ^o; ^mtxk W\^^\^x\^ 
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inclinations for cercaine animals, as that ofjiiex^ 
dndcr iov his Horfcy oiAf^it^sforz Parrat , of 
Nero for ^ Starling ^ ^iKtrgU forztutterfijj of 
Commodns for an afe > of Heliogahalfu for a Sfar^ 
row J of HonortHi for a Hen , and of other; for 
others; fo -Agriffa plac'd his afife Aion on the rpofl: 
ordinary, keeping conftancly five or (ix Dogges 
in his houfe , whofe names are often mentioned 
in five or fix of his [n] Epiftles, as alfo in ** ^*** *■ , 
the Epitaphs which fome of his Friends ^^ J** ^^* 
made upon them. Though [o] ^/j?^^ 5 © lir ^rlr- 
vvho was his fervanc fayes he had but two, fiigJ.^,e.5i 
which were perpetually with him in his fiudy , 
whereof one was called Monjieur^ and the other 
Mademoifelle. But fince the incertainty of the 
number of his Dogs, which he might daily change, 
makes nothing to his prejudice, I conceive it 
bert concluding with the faid fFterni , that they 
might indeed give his enemies occafionto raife 
the report that the Dcvill converf'd with him un- 
der the forme of a great black Dog , as they had 
before heard that Simon Magnsy Sylvefier^ Dr^ 
Fanfiusy and the Bragadochio of Vemce , had one 
perpetually at their heeles under the fliape of fuch 
a CreaturCf • 

Having thus faithfully layd down the reafons 
producible on both fides, though I-leaveall per-* 
ions to incline to which they tnink it moft rati- 
onall, yet (hall I for my own particular conclude " 
the Chapter with that faying of Seneca^ more true 
on this occafion then many others, Creie mihi^i^^fl'^*^ 
leviaff$nty fropir qH4 non leviter fXcandefcimHs. '• 
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CHAP. XV,I. 
OfMnllH^Sm/atmnUyMftit^gfiradamtii, 

THereisa ftory> chat among many birdsahac 
came noc neer che Temple of Miwrvdy the 
Goddetfe of Sciences and Reaibn , che Crows 
durft noc oke their fli^c abouc ic, much lefle 
lighc upon ic. If ic be lawfiill to give ic any ocber 
fenfe chan che literall, I cjiink che moft probable 
werecbis; chac chac Inrd, fo coniiderable in che 
fuperftiddus Augury of che Anciencs> according 
to chis verfe of Fir^tl^ 

SdfeJmStrs cdvdfradlxit st slice carmXy 

• 

being the crue Hicroglf phickof chofe who fcarch 
afcer chingis co come>ir is co ceach us^thac all thofe 
who are ovcr«inquificive in fuch things> together 
with che Auchours and Obfervers of I know noc 
eme^ what chimericail and fabulous prophecies, ^h£ 
unlcuijg fra ingemo fingfifnuTy mnex vlSciefftUy 
(hould be eternally excluded che l%mple of Mi* 
mrvd^ chac is, the conterfacion of learned and 
prudent men.* For indeed,ic were more racionall 
-L ♦ - ^* *^o acknowledge with Arndbius^Qud nequium fciri 
7tfU» ^tejctre nes conpttmmry ncqnc ca conqntrere dut tnve-' 
fiigdre curdmm qud eemfribemdi Uamdi^imum eSt 
MfM-fgJfcy audrnvie millcfer csrdd jufficiofe rigdt 
^tqjinteMdtkmmdndy chan CO walte our I'pirics in 
che pretended my fteries of che C4^4/4, che fuper- 
fiicious invocations of Magick, the fruitleffe Rudy 
ofcficPhilOibphets &onfi> m^\!c^l«j»^vi5\^xfc- 
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^i£lions of certain Figare-flingers^ and CunniDg* 
women, (ince chey are excravaganctes thac find 
no enc^rcainmenc , but in cbc imaginations of 
vulvar and reptile fouls, eafily taken in fucb cob- 
web, as a mmd any thing mafculioe cannot be 
enfnar'd in, without an ablblute lofle of reputa- 
tion and prudence* 

For two reafons have I brought b Sav^woU 
and Merlin into the number of oie ^reat perfons, 
for whom I make this Apologie ; one is,that they. 
were the Prophets of their Countries, as they fay 
Nofiradamns was of f r^^, Lolhardns of GermM' ' 
fy^zndTeleJplwrtis and the Abbot Joachim of C^ 
labrla. The other, chat it is a kind of juflice to 
make a true difcoyery of them^ foto raife thenx 
from under thofe" heaps of calumnies, which co-, 
ver both chem , and what we (hould know of 
them. As to the famous Meriwy all Authours 
hitherto have thought him gotten by an Incubus^ 
who was a little too familiar with a certain Kings 
daughter, then a Nun in a Monaflery z\CMrmar^ 
then. What credit can be expected for all the 
other ftories of his lifts, when we muft be IclTc 
prudent, and more credulous than [2] Godfrey of * f|*«4- 
Monmonth,{ro(n whom we have them,to beleeve ^^^^ * 
fuch a nativity as this any way poffible ? Whence 
we may fafely infer, that the foundation of fuch a 
prodi^ous relation,being fo ill laid,it muft needs 
be abloluteW falie and forg'd, as we (hall with- 
out any difficulty demonftrate; For if our Dse- 
monographers will not admit the generation of 
Merlin to have been by the ordinary way, they 
muft needs acknowlHge, that whatever is faid of 
him is nothing butjmrc fi^ion •, and cotkfcQjswaK.- 
Jyj thcfar^wdlir^^v^v^v^^^'^^'^^'^ 
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deny whac they fay, as confidently as they af- 
firm it. 

I (hall noc therefore at the prefent make it auf 
quel) ion) whether there are fuch Daemons as the 
%libA.ie Incubi and SHccubk^ but onely with [z,] fTterusy 
Ifraflig c. [b^ sitilUy [c] Carddn , [d] CafmamHs^ [c] Ulric 
lii^. i^^//>c^r, [f ] f7W^^/^^, [g] EHgHblnus, [h] iV/VV^ 
b Decade, ^^mj^ -Af^/^/^^r^and divers other5,dcny that their 
€.t.qu.z.f, copulations with mankind can produce any gene- 
'T^-e^- ^ ration, wbether they do it by eluding the impgi- 
c i^variet. nation, or make ufe of humane bodies. Not bc- 
iAmloir. ^*"^^' ^^ Nicholas Rtmj would have ir, man and 
/«rt.^ the Devil diflfer infpecie ; for a Mule is en^ender- 
f.ti. qu.6, cd between a Horfe and an Affe ; nor yet oecaufe 
p/^'fc'^r ^^^^^^^ not co-operate with fuch an aftion, by 
^thmf- jjj^ infufion of a foul, for Adulterers, Fornicators, 
iDifc, of *^^ inceduous petfons, flibuld never in^cnder 
ibif^n^ for the fame reafon ; but for that if they ingen- 
€iple of der , it is neceffary it flioold be of their own iced, 
GeMeratiofu or a borrowed. To think they have any of their 
^iphib-'^' ^^"' ^^^^ ^^^ palpable an ablnrdity, fince that, as 
fop. 1. 6. ■ they are immateriall fubftances, they cannot \ oiTi- 
f.»5. blyhave that excrement, and (as it were) qnin- 
b p^wo/rd- teflence extraAedout of abundance of noiuini* 
/i|./.i. cfi. ment, and confifling of blood and fpiriti. Befidcs 
that , if this were granted , their productions 
would be like themlelves, or rather fomc medi- 
ate fubflance between a man and a Dxmon, than 
anablbluteman; 

Bnrdonem ut fonlpes gefterat ccmmixtiis afelUy 
Multu Ht Arcadicis ah equina matre creatar^ 
Titjrus ex ovlbta oritur mrco^jparente, 
Jiduftnowm capra ex z-ervegno jemine gignlt 
Apr is atj^fuefetofus nafcitur ibris , 
Uf/upm O' catula formant cocwnAi tici^com , 
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On the other fide, to attribute to the Daemotis ■ 
a power to tranl'portthe feed from one place to 
another^ wkboat diminifhing the gonerative ver- 
tae> and the principle which it contains, is a te- 
nent hath no reafon at all to fupport it, when 
even thofc that have the inftrumtnt of generati- 
on of an over-great length, arc not lb awe for the 
z&y becaufe the conduit bein^ fo long, the feed 
cools, and the principle is weakened. And that 
it mutt be much more thus in the feed of the /»- 
cfil^h is not to be queftion»d, fince that mtches^ & 
cottldtanA ifia^ as they are called in LlffiHs^gema' 
liam lihMinHm vi£tlmay inf dices mHliercHUy do all 
unanimoufly confefle in their depofitions, that 
they find it extreamly cold, and receive it with- 
cue either pleafure orfatisfaftion, as having not 
thofe fpirits without which there cannot be any, 
nor indeed generation beeffefted. Further, as 
Gold being themoft perfeft of Metals, is accor- 
dingly of the moft difficult produ6tion, fo muft ic 
be thought, that man)t;he nobleft of all Creatures, 
hath by the fame reafon a more difficult, a more 
pcrfeft, and a more accomplifh'd generation thaa 
any other. Adde to this , that the moft confidera- 
61 c authority, which maybe brought againft this 
ne gative, out df Genef.6. is no more advantageous 
to our Adverfaries, than the great number of ex- 
periences they endeavour to colleft from Apollo** 
nlusj Alexander'^ RomnlnSy Servins Tulllus^ Simon 
Magus ^ Geffrey Great-tooth, Balderusy Luther^thc 
Huns J and Counts oi Cleveland, or the Carocoton of 
new Sfaln , and the NefefogUans of the Turks. 
For that paffage of Genefis^ where it is faid, After 
the Jons of God went In to the daughters ofmen^ixJC. is 

to be underftood, accordm?. 10 EhjhWvw^n v^si.^ 
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MaldoHMty of the Tons of Setby who was a holy 
man, anddleem'dbyGodi andche daughters of 
Cham^ the moft cotrupc man of his age | Or , as 
fome iocerprec fe) by the Sons of God are meant 
Judges , whom the Saipture often cals by the 
name of Eiobim. And laftly^ for the faid ex- 
periences 9 no doubt) but they are fabtalous, 
and ciic meet 6dions of fuch as thought to make 
(hofe perfons more recommendable by fuch ^9- 
mMicts^ which indeed, while the world was yet in 
fwadlin^ clouts, were good to cover and conceal 
Adulteries,and to prcferve the reputation of thofe 
' Ladies,who were more than ordinarily de(irous of 
their pleafurc.But novv,that the world's grown up 
to yeers of difcrction , and more than ever.refin'd, 
• Mart. Et f fieri nafnm Rhlmcerotii habenty 

fuch inventions are thought as > .u and trivia11> as 
alltheftories of the Maglcatt Romances oi Man* 
gis d^ A'tgremomy Dr« Fanfins , or our Merlw 
Of this latter, all, I think, may be truly and ratio- 
nally faid, is, that he was not the fon of one o 
tfiSciiftO' thefe/w/^^/, and that according to the defer ipti- 
rib.An^lia. on we have of him from LeUndus and BaUm^ he 
was the moft excellent Phi/ofopher and Mathema^ 
In emu- tician of his time, Difciple to Telefimsy and a $?reac 
riij. Favourite to four Kings of Ehgldnd, viz. y^oni* 

gCTHy Ambrofey Utherfendragofiy and >4rrW,vvhom 
all Romancilts make the firft Inflitutor of the 
Knights of the Round Table y with whom agrees 
the Poet AnnevillantiSy 
%ln potzm* ArthurHs teretis menfa genlttva vennfias. 
Ubm.^M But as to the reft of his a£Hons, what is not buried 
^h tbi^h ^" ^^^ mines of Time, is come to us darkened 
jj^^.^^'^^j" with fuch clouds of fables and lies, that [al Gull^ 
S/ua/T^. ^/f»ffs NcnbrtgenpSy and ^b^ Po()(ioT i* ttrCvn do 




With reafon hugh ac tins G^ifnj of MmmHith^ 
who hath craDfptanted fome of chofe of Merlim'^ 
Romance into his Hiftory, and hachtinade a colle- 1. p^^ ^ 
&xon of ccrcun Propbecies> as falfly attributed Vis nbrao 
CO him^ as to that other 3/rr/iif> (lmam*d the Sm- m.s36. 
vdge or Calidemany whotn JRdfmlflms and Trtt/ifdy ^^ ^ 
in /^^«i^ and JS^/iei^/ would diftinguifh from the smft* M 
former. Nor are rheir con jeftures without fome^/k* 
ground, who would maintain that there fjM but 
one Merlin under thefe two names, but ihreve- 
rail times and fuccefltvely, Amhroft and^then the 
Caledoniany fmce they were both Contempora- 
ries, that they liVd under the fame Kings, and ex- 
ceirdinthelame Science, and that, according to 
the vulgar errour, they both writ certain fhort 
Prophecies and predioions. Upon which when 
I find the Commentaries, of a large Volume, of 
Alannsy a man not ignorant in his age, I am for* 
ced to acknowledge with Cicero^, that, ^^^^^^^^^ d^^^i^ 
abfitrdi did foteit quod noftdifdtHr ab aliq3$o Phi- j^^t.^. 
lojofhorHmy For I cannot think any thing at a 
greater diftaoce with jpofribility,than the accident 
on which Merlin took occafion to publifh his ^- 
cellent Prophecies, which was this. Kingf^<>m- 
gem was advifed by the Magicians, to build a ^ .. . 
lirong Tower in fome part of his Realm, where ^J^^Li 
he might live fecurely , not fearing the Saxons Bnttm^ 
whom he had brought out of Uermanj. Coming /«4«^*»'^* 
to build, they had hardly laid the foundations,but ^^dmus, 
the earth in one night fwallows up all, and leaves ^^flT\ 
not fo much as the tracks of any EdiHce. Upon 
that, the Ma^cians perfwaded him, that to faflen 
the ftones well, they ihould be fprmckled with 
the blood of a child born without a father, fuch as 
Merlin^ aftfera lofig fearch, hapigoncd^ob^^^^Ri^^ 



accordingly brought to the KiDg> be firft difpured 
with his Magicians^and told thcm,that tin^'f : .* 
foundation of that Tower v^r re 'v j s .; ^r«: au i -*, .. 
and under that Lake two great and terribJeDra- 
gons, one red) (i^nifying the people of Englani^ 
or firitain^ the other white, reprefenting the 
Sdkens. Thefe Dragons were no Iboner disbur- 
then'd of the earth that lay upon them , but 
theylN^in a furious combat, whence Merlin takes 
libx occanon to bewail the condition of EngUnd in 
his Prophecies. 

But tor my part, I cannot imagine there is any 

thing equally tabulous with this {tory> unlefle a 

man will fcjuander away fo much leifure, as to 

look into this Godjre} ot Monmouth's book, to ob- 

lib.6,t.^. ferve the fubtle invention, like that of Amfhitrtio 

in PUntusy whereby Merlin made UtherfendrAgon 

affume thcperfonof Gerloif^ and by that means 

enjoy the fair Ingerna ; as alfo that of the D^uce 

of the Gjantsy that is, great ftones and rocks jwhich 

he tranfported out of Ireland into England , to 

creft a Trophy neer the City of Ambrofiofolls. 

a L\ff^Je But that one [a] Gm/^r/ijChancellour to the Em- 

Schifmate. perour Otho the Fourth ; as [b] Theodorlc a Nlem 

b H^ dt ^^^^^^^5 ^^^ ^^ gloffcd upon it, as not to be afha- 

muimft" ii^ed to affirm, that thefe great rocks and moun- 

riAonis. tains turn*d perpetually in the air, and that not 

c iti Gene- held up by any thing, I cannot fufficicntly ad- 

thUacoEd' j^jj.^^ Whereas [c] Lelandusy who hath made a 

/c'lpxam- i^ore curious fearch into the Antiquities ot Eng- 

brU^ h To'^^^^y laughs at the indifcretion of thefe Authours, 

pdgraph. affirming this Dance of the Gyants to be nothing 

Hibernia, but diverfe heaps of great ftones, which Merlin 

caufed to be rai(»d like pyramids or Trophies 

neer the laid City, in imitation haply of thole^ 
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qDiqM '3inJ«r/^r^3BqjJO 5 333] ^b pajig qDiqw 
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uMox 1? jo oVi]i[ti ^i\i Bamof lu^ui sfDi^uidH ^ ui 
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puB 3«Dq uiojj Ap9»ui §aip3»30jd ^s^ipoq Jpqa 
jq aontJ33(r iiBJtwtci sqi oa SoipjoDDt sapn^iyp 
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3Bqi ^impjA SI 3BqA\ Xiuo 3nq 'iuioD 03 Suiqi 
XaB pa93Jod 20a s3op saipoq Ji3q3 jo sinyaS ?q) 
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suouoiu IBJ9A9J dq3 ui p^unq daiciusj X^qs ^ifqAA 
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-|«'3J3M ^aontdpnat niwjgj « Xq 'incyoqijt 
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o3 s§uiq3 JO dSp9[iAoui( uma» ^vjpo^ ca'^Kss.y^ 



ijMAOJadoD 

z SI 31 'n^nuiOjuiiqjsjiuipH oqM sjoqj Saom 

3?qi {t\(\ 'j^p'aiq Ajj^iopi siqj loa s3op a^j^^ 

•(iriAtJi 0} J9A3 qSnoqi ^[irp apdd?i| 
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-rui r9JB3j3q3 3eq3 ^,%p^\tso\x:\ot 9q3TqDnu]o; 
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duicS 03 ddoq ui seM sq noneanddJ sqa Xq 'suoi^ 
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jO XJ01U3JLU oi|i tl^iq k\i)n aqSiui sq 3?qa 
VcOlSiUif jsqunjaq '/.jH^inP *^^Si urojj^itsi 
jSjdvid jooumui^qsqi ^lepdiapd^q ijDiqM <sao 
-i^ipa^idsiq aisnp93C9q3 9Aeq 01 add3i/6J sou 
30 J •s9Uoy3(i siqjo Aiiuba aqi SAj^jqo oi Xjuo^ 
*3j}3ai}nq Xxuouj^q ai ^soppisjj sqi puB V^rwjf 
cfouug 3qi jO jo'qaa V ^H^ ^q * uisqi qiiA\ p^i 
-p3iu a^X qirq ucuoyTH on arip unjiwid pu? yt^ 
o] aJB A3i)3 93aij^s33aBflUjnDjp ^irdpaiid s;ji 01 
ocnpjoDDe qaioj 39j 3oa uruj j 3)11 3joqAA ' S3[;nqt 
30 J3Uuoi/S[ siq3 01 Xiddc woui qDaiu j Xtui 
siqx •sau3ai3JD)^ paB ^jtipjo Jisqi puB s^jm 
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'PjV 33qdoj J Jisqj jO poo[q 3qa pur Ud^ijvjy sqi 
JO Xiiiurj aqa ino u3ATjp p^q s« qsnj sb* ' swdjtyn 
pu« sianAjL ui^qi SuiutD * s^pitiPAoiaiy sqa 30 
ODtJ dq3UA\op uDrdjd 03 srM djjdoijiiq axda siH 
•ppoM aqj \\t qoHOjqi Mtq '^ot^iuvojmtfijy k\Q\\ 
9qi3U¥ldpinoM ^sdaediusiqqonojqi oqAA ^por^ 
Aqdii p,;irJU0|J5desvA\ ^uouipfiffr yt\\i sjodojd 
03 urosq^q ^^jnjrdid siqsi^uidq) diu jojsj 03 piiu 
^sjivj) V ^3iiqnd 9q3 ui oSrSad o3 6B Jtij oj pspuoDoj 
/p'aapiynj j(3junqoaTAp5J3du3q3paB 'ApJ^H 

A\9U rjO U0]^?np0J3UI 3q3i(qSJdAi0ll0j9lII0jloS 

^ 4Ijy sq ' ojrs ojoiii q3iA\ qc^iqAA ^99j[)3 o^ •^^w' 
•/^f K P^ll^'^ '^^^ sno3ij[pD3a pcre jood z *j3330(i 

V jO UOS 3q3 Vl-^JV JO ^*U?5f '3UAA0JD OJ < 3jl[ 

siq 30 prq U3UJ uoiuido arDjS 3q3 pu^ ' suoi^ 
-ipsjd siq q3TA\uiTqpspu0D3j iivp u^?6/ou^ y u« 
JO 3rq3 ueq3 33uB{Jij)b J3q3o Xub ^noqji.w >{ooi 
-japun 'uvuojjyd\\^u\pt]J^\\ph\putp^u:v^ A\ 
•auDlpoxaSuiaq oqM ^ ippcfouijy u\^\xi snoiSip^i 
3qi JO 3|ijdj3auo snou?j3ai33 piic 33run3J0j sqj 

111 3DUE|,UI ArUl 3M ' siqi SAOJdox •33U3nbo]3 

Aiiuipjo u;)q3 3JOUI t pur ^Sai^icDdf ipA\ jo aowS 
oqi qnA\ pjipii;i si 3q U3qM ^\\tp^dp 5 s3|T3]d ^q 
:)vqA\ 03 didodddqi sdprAvjJsddq ' X|i[oq ouuif ^ 
uojir^nddj sqi ODtio q)cq aviu 1^ m\{K\ oiqs pac <sn 



JO} 

3Arq 3M ysdjsj 31(1 3i5qi sHtUjT pOP 49UioqrfY Jo 
Sd^diuexd dqi XdfpM SaiMousi ^^lunc ouoioj 
joj3ipdJ3sii[daa9d>[03 Aoottii^arj lojadiunoD e 
puB sa6mpA3JSTq jo S33uryruc iqi lltiqiiM prq 
3q qSnoqa ^9ou9xo]j[ a« SJr^i usa jo sDedj ^qa joj 
pip 3q Dtunjsid vjoAPuorivs Xeui siqx •s3jjno3jip 
jpq J JO siiujrq^ 9q3 Xq ^jnjwid Jiiqij iB uisqi Suy 
-odjip 'pjoM t ui pup f uMop spydn ui^qi SuKuna 
j^qio ^qj ao U3qa ^^py 3ao ao 'a\ou iU3qj ouyjoj 
'JBA\ jo soiJOis ptrr 3Di'od jO 531111^3 rqi aiqioq 
p«jB3id X^qj sc ai3qj oUiair3J33U3 ^vsj 3q3 uodn 

3JC spuiM 3q3 SC Sia^tUUJSAOO J|Wnri30lU9p pUB 

jBin'dod m ||njJ3Mod sb 9J9M oqM Suoiwo 3U9p 
-UB3joqj63p,Jtdui63 sqipM Xcui^qirqi 'SAg ' 
-^nj J9d puc Xprij 0} ' lDJU3nbo|g[ ui* qim p.nptQ 
pa^ 's3U9iuXo[diug[ sjCjBjnouoq Xj3a uodn s^uin 
XuBUi 33nd ntrniii[0(i arsjo Xj3A c unq j3ao3 
"HP ^lyj^'^X^qi '•saoiyus\qjojbu3J3qijojXiyB[ 
puV" *9ouvj.^ j6 '51 oqi pue ^s9um9j,ojj^ ^qj jo 
si3juno3 3qiut p^q 3q spuouj Xactu 3joqi jo aaic) 
Aq 3aop 3q pfupq; 3uqA\ ^o owotr prq 3q arqi 
JO '33u^q3 oU3q3tDpDjnqU3je3qojsT jr '3tui 
jno u3[i^j 3\Bq Aub'jt ang •upqi jo Ajyirj aqi 
J9A03»ipba aanuM Xiajodjnd qjrq snloj^ s9uuvcfo[^ 
q^iqAA )joog « uj p.Xjijduiaks pac paip 93j«\ vd 9JP 
X^qi s« '3j3qi u^Lji 9uitJA ajotuq^litu 'say^^qd 
-ojdsiqjosJ^qiosjaATpptiE -p.Xpaq 'jajjesDi^p 

OAU *J03J3qA\ '3JJ;3U>l3y 3qJ jO JDA033J p[n0tj) 

sn:)ij s3uuvcfo£ jeqi ^' sduqao]^ m 3|iij oip.Jnoi 

-rspuDjrqi ^pa3 3«an3Jojan ub'o: 311163 pjnbqj 

3q jtqi -^^4/ ojui 3UJnpuo33j r3UJ03 pin6A\ •6i»^- 

'III A ^^I-^^^J ^^q^ ScittUJijjij siq:3,3q3^33upyui joh[ V *««?«« 

•3JIIJ} 11^ yoLUiBp.AOJd 3Arq X3q3 'Xjbjiuo3 3qi 

uo 3rq3 ' poo jo s3TJ0Arj pac siuri% wv\vck sv^vx^ 

pat ' 5J3qaoj j[ ^M^ Jo ^J^H^ ^^^ ^ ^"^ V^^ ^X^^'^'Nf^ 



3uiAip JO S}^:>^^ di]i Supq uioJj aej ojojc Asqi 
^ijqa ^ snouirj oj uiiq sptiu 9A«q qDiqM suot^y 
-p^jsqa JO 'tjjg ^AVjiruipM 'luiqjoauaujypnf 
diqtambd puv neuoiirj sjoui c d^iriu oi itig 

*iU3qi o: snoduCiutApi; XrM 
suiqi SI 31 3?q3 aonruioruji u« 30 ano * suijjn? 
-//^•as uaqa paujr^i ajoin pa^ '^tuo^ojijicfj\x^\\\ 
au3nbo|3 sjoui ^jffpj*2s u^qa snoirsz 9Joiu 
uiiq ?3itiu XipujS pjiioA\ oqM 'jguojjsd xopoj 
'339H UIUJ03JO ^33[3qnj 3q3 JO 'spuDuj pau S3nu 
-OAiij siqjo U0T\;?j}T? 3^J 03J3q)i3 pViiiqujiurq 
03 SI ^cp siqa 03 luiq u^aiS U33q q3rq :;)i¥3d oqa 
11? 3tq3 J^ap SI II aDU3q_/vV ^uimuQUinSuv suvigii 
Tffi fiup/fs?ktf um^ptn sjfi uinunxvui ^msmoi 9x93 

"plftif 0iPtU9X0 jp ^-o^puuipp 9 Uiijftu^i'put 9i ijiu UOU iH 

^^jfl*f^ljiJl'P OSpV ^Jfi ^SmX9j SlUlUiOU tftlfSCf X9jm0J 

rjfuog 9j]t u9puPX9/y ^nf iapnbo$pjL9]QjJ ovpusd 
tupi iutiuoii 'A\3U5pijuo3 par Xipanoj ssArj *^s3i2 
-o|3 siqui uiiq joSui^icodj oqAV ' r'^r^g* uiojj ar 

:3>1V3 ^ U35ir3 3q30U AriU pJOAA^lUjI HpiqMJOjJ 

^sDdO(i 31)3 joAauotpny 3q3u:oJ| psavSojsp z\\ 
:)jnw9q^X[{ t;pjv'3UJo\ij0 3Jno378 Agj3I33qi jo 
sjouuroisqi yaivScXunoirpurDjp^qDr^jd 3q 3rq3 
\ uoupiujopj SaiqDrojddr ue qitw S)[t)q]rij3p3g 

0!|3 p:)U3^3Jlja 3q 3Bq3 '3[3ll0q3t3 ^|y3JJ3d 30U srAit. 

uij^oQ siq 3Bq3 3nq^LUiq 33ejq3[33 03 uojr^j J3ino 

'VI oil pcq 3J0J jsqio 3q) AjrJ3u03 ^qa uq 'p^upjiToj 

yi sfitj VI rudoxi s> ofy-cfj ^uota ^(j'p3;ninu3 luiq 03 ^jooji 

'/J UVJ.J ^ p33g3xp3*p snoij SHDJIDUPA^I 3cq3 HI ojjc su ^ J3n J 

siqj j[o uoijuwjjod J33UJ oqa uodii ^up)iujuio(j 
ujna 03 M]3r3p*siq sjoj^qopaij ^p.Aiqpj szw 
* yfftij:?jj smjifApp]/ pur sHtu9aw9g jo ^ pinoD sq sb 
'p.lod,ipoqA\ ^fffjjjr9ui4PCfoj[ytni ui «3U3Jvddr 
-du stse ^ spunu|Divuinuisiq PJ3AAu:oq3jo \]owi 
o/nr^Dq:oi\}a 16 'uom\uv\iv^\p\\tuiL'^W^\\\Q\vi\ 



e uwq aqonoqi X^qj ^uoiaido uouiuio^ ^qa uo 
SuTAidaj -ajnwaq 'riojruo. ?5 jopoo8q?nuipin 
3A.Bq J3UIJ0J 3qi irqi ^suojjrdjo S3JOJOA.^3 9pql 
u;>dM3dq djusjp^ip ^nicai su\3 si 2Jd\\i ang 

•s3ioyj9 siq jiapun oiid s3JJ3a opqi^/'^'^'^'^'^.ry 
Xq 033) 5q Xtw St: ^sxiuv^ jpqa jO ongoirir^ ^^j**^^^^ 
sqi ur sii^iid^^ ui usiUJM qioq ojc pur Hy^\} ^' .ij^j^ 
-sj^qq^jy anqoJOMitsqjacqj ^ juaaiiyiiind oa^uj-zv/yiy/C/j;; 
sqj p^jsynj qjoq Xsqa s.-^uy Xjiuno-j ai qi jo j#f// -^ ^f^ »/ ' 
«y^/ 3q: ojic jouuiiq pjirDX3q3 p.jpuoMrqoj .^ '/^J 
SI 11 XlUQ '^cfWT uvijvij ?qi '^^/T^i;^ '-^^'^^/^ nir//?^ 
y-?/[p] qiiM spnpuoDoi ^pjoA\ ^ ui pur '^//^f/J ' jjutv^^ 

tv9u?Jo Q^xttooJ '^\\'x ^uoutftaxojsjt jipoip^un^nj Jo jl9u ^V\^l ^ 
'UHX'9xoJ sqj ^^mxj^ ^tjo ^Pujmfffjcfjippcjj uiiq '^%'J"'^j 
]ir3 sSuiiTiM jisqaui ijuruipjo oq\\U«r/^.^i?£) }^^\iotii(iv^ (ip 
suifu^cfSH'j aqiiirpur ^'i'muojY ^(if^/ci[o']fip 'pi -(jwd'ui 
-drj '-i^u^u [q] ^z^'^Pa^[r] 'si :rqi ' J3iUJOpqr>7!^^;^»i ^ 
■uojj uoiSipj 3U3J3JHTP r jo 3J3\\^LUiq joj uoinusu 
-3A ar3j§ ? prq 3rqi bidood p uoj jsq^o 3qx 

*auq33?3iuimiLU05 
-X3 01 pu^ <3Td|nd.3qiuiiq piqjoj ojuojraj oa 
prq qixis 3qi ><^/7^^.vp/^ arqiMaqj oi 'odojoqi 
jO J3A\odpuci3iJoq3nv sqauioj; qDnui sirSoJsp 
oi *>13TPH5^D punoj t pu^snoiSipj Xj3a qciu b 
'";3noq J « 3ou p,!i3iy 3q 3rq3 * uonrDipuiA siq ui 
3 ir uoijjrd oj sf a\ w^/^ mjJtDHP^i pur f s^ijjc/douj 
pur fj/jifum siq jO 5iooa ^ quoj 3nd yau^j sun 
'U3JOJ J « sntu9tiiu9g 3rq3 qonui o\ u\ -aou^i^^iv^^ 



y^^^siq jo 30U 5(t5dj pui5 '3«!M!^ put ^^riy^pD sr suo 
Aoit/i 'iiff^f -i^ip3Jd siq p^Ai339j oqM 'sjsqjo sJSAip pur ^x«( 

^SHiu^iusg^ 9p ^pjHfuvjiij^ JO sffjjtjtiruj pUB ^^^^J 

S3UUVCjo£ si; ^S35|l\OlflB3 QieiJdD 3J3M J3UIJOJ 3qj[ 

•q.pnui Aj9a uiiq p^jnoABj oqAA suojjad p s3J0j 
OAA3 J3A0 ptq 3q 3DU3DguT sqj S«A\ ' oou^jtidsj 
siqoj qDniu p^mquaaoD p?33ui 3rqA\3na *vui 
"dsiffz jojuiiqoaisjri ^fj^^a^ip q^iM prq sq S33 
-u^j^jaoD 9hi ^nq Sinqiou saicauoD ^sspsqdoj^i 
' siq uodii 3UA\ qjrq 3q sjcoq aqj jo j|rq 3uo jo j 
'juptjpj ittj iUfi]HDP,ilUi ssutuiocf iSjfin ^ ^roju^d 
"tut f nip m 'junluif pw^uod lunmpufnipj px^uoo 
iunuouL9(i tnQ * jo s^i^sdj mouQtfj 'as s>iaoj/^ 
pjoqj jo 3UO Supq sb 'surouijod snouiv] pue 
3U3uimst)oui2q3§uou]n3i( ^parumjoj youisqj 
Saouir 30U jt ' jnoqiny siqi ^ur:i oqM ^uppupj 
pac ^pfipicjopj^. ^.f9itao£ ntjptp^ OJ ausjjc oi 
p.aipui un; oqA^ s« ^suu oi aoiuido ^jvjjuod ^ysjip 
r jo sjBSJnoqanv ^ui'ui arqi auwouSi 3ou ui^ j 

•.Cjnsuops pa^ sins ^PM^ jo suinj sqi ui 
Ui3qi p3Tjnq 3Ar'q spsso ^jniii ^jaqiitij 3uo§ Asqi 
pvq sv^oisqi y guoiut S3i3jrd pqc suoi^tj q^nj paj 
-uupur ^^uu^poQ siq jo AipAOUsqajoaojrsj Xq 
*3do J sqa qii an sDutyip « ar uisq: ad^^j oqA\ uriu b 
}o qiBsp aqj Xq A313 3q3 33inb 03 oj ^uoun^sxa 03 
iLuq oui jq 03 Ajsy^uoj^ siq jO sD3t2 3q3 usdo p33 
-JOj uonoaiaio3 sq3 j0 3t3q5q3 uiqDiqAN ^h^xi, 

/jvjquoi Sq3 fllJOJ 03 3iqB 3CU 3J3M X^qi ^3pn3 

•onuyuB ^o pui^Bpspst 3Arq pinoAAoqA\ 'x#^u 
-fidj^j {uocfmy- (hq y\\i\x%z 93«3S JBindScl 3q3 dci 
d335j oa ^uitq ]o soonavApt stq sptui o\\i^^utJL9fo^ 
/[uocjjuy ]nPj]o aoi^rj 3q3 utjq3 spabiJj Jsq30 oa 
2ur\rq3rq3 0S •iU3q3caou3B\i3iqou 3q3j0 3qci3 

JO UDAOJ UOd^W 3U0p StfA *^m^^ ^>\ kc\^>ajA\\l^ 



H^dpaud sqi p oj[c anq • J;cl[U([ 3q3 ui p,]iw k\u 
-^uipjo 311 ^0^^ yui^oB '3i3j3|3 3q3 jo youj pau 
<q3xi5 3qa JL9fuvx9jy ^do^ jo Apao 50a ^aouBir 
-Sipbi sqi '31^1 C30U painquauQD siqaoiang 

*livrj3 pu« uouwyuoxusp 
t qonj Aq 'tnaqa jo A3yiEj aqi ui^juieui q3 paasgjo 
p^q oqAA ^wipoupx^ b qaiM 3Jg sqi ojai §aTJ33 
-U3 ^aDjqwjg siq jo 0M3 qiiM ^Apjfiiqnd p^wjgfcij 
3q 'sap^qdojj; siq jo qjnjisqi ysjiurui 03 \\t} 
-npj aqa abdn '9JU9xojj^ jo ^313 3q3 ui paasddcij 
3Bq3 aouooiuioD aqi uj 'qDiqM '3jg jo ausiuqjia 
-nd 3q3 Xq rjoxoupnvs ptiB - ijta^tuy 3^ uitq ^looi . 

315q3 3JtJ3U)l3y ^ Aq J31UJ0j 3q3 ^ J3339q T5 JOJ 3ijXt 

Siq3 p3§aBqox3 ^suoi^ipaad siq ui qDnui oj uiiq 
p^jnoAq p«q oqMaq pat ^sgjxtfcj^ q3Qqur3J9qA.\ 
^g^fri JwA 3q3 lip 'Xj«i3aoD 3qi jo ppuT\ao:> 
oq A3q3 pjnoD p33pui jo^ '^J Jo uouBtujiye suj 
arq3 panojS wqio oa uodn ^uibob ajn33jpinoiu 

3q p3^3dx9 k\\U^\l^o %tSS. 31 ^3J0j3q Slt^k 0K\^ 

Uliq iCq p|033JOj * //i^^/ 0301 q3qoig[ 3q3 s9]Apciy 
jO SaiuioJ 3q3 J33^b 3Bq3 *saourpA9j umo siq 
JO iU3q3 3A)j2 3q A3un33j 3q3 puc ^sjnidiJDS ^q^ 
30300 S3oBjjBd Aq ^Xp§UBat]Ojoppino> aq^siqx 
»s3T3inbiui Ji9q3 \\t joj aSjnoDj oliiSu^a^j 3qi 

p3J 03 J31J15 UOOJ 3J3M OqM ^ {jVJJ p tlVL^lkj^ 

puB sStnx 3P^n ^^^ P '^'^^^ p33D3nj o J 'aoneiuioj 
-3J guiqDBOJddB UB q3iM p3a33B3jq3 sr A\ q3Jiiq3 
3q3 aBq3 * sUjpooiy^ 3q3 jo uouB^iidxs uodti 
^6^\r\ j; : A 3q3 jo saouiJ3S sjq ui 3aiq3?33^3ldo3d 
9q3 SuQiUB PcUif S peq 3q u6i3B3hd3J 3q3 03 Xiivp 
dppc 03 djjduijnq siq 3t s^icai 3q pip 33^ ^jpjiuiq 
oa p^oioBUji pcq 3q sr uo psujcd 30a 3J3AA sjicjg? 
qSnoq"3 ^aodnojaq^ '^/^^^I \\^i0^ywji)jC^'^>a\^ 
-no^ you/ 3q3 33B3S «3 V ^A^^^a o^^•^^»Y^^?^"^ 



rund yaui Xsqa ^[SuipJODJt qDiqM jg^poQ hi\om 
-|V ^ oiiqoa p.ltrAW ussqpnj piej 3q qoiqAi 
Vpaunsjdqi oupnpuoD qDniu sDu^nb^jiioD irsjS 
jQSiuiod^Aii jajnoj ui9qio3oui|odojd ^ap^rjq 
-tu3 02 A|}noaiTurun su3zui3 sqj i\b dn'p.jjiQ 
3q ui^j3qA\ ':u3UiUJ?A09 Ji^indod r jo Saijisj sqj 
20)iJu^uo;j[ le pj3q usqinssunog aqa 03 p9i\e3 
9q 03 jpjfcuiq pdiUTD pat; ^9pilo<x p sjsiaviu oiui 
pspniiuiaq ^sdi:>3qdoJj siq uotliisprui q^rqsq' 
3jCQq sqx ui ^3P;uiiq s33p3iA\oupB ^q sx ^i'gf 1 
*j]f 3A sqj UI a3qA\ 'p,u3ddtq siqx •uouiqmr asjD 
•3jsiq josaioidmXjdiiio] idAoDjipoa sddiS^p Xq 
ucSsq sq <UQi30A3p irsj^ pur \r3z siq ^ ^suojjsd 
JO S3J0J 11? JO suoi^jagr puB sDJrsq aqi psjirj bj|« 
inq^saitioy pu? suoijsjdxd |\nTJ039q^ qiiM aius 
-ipny siq JO sjw sawtpp uoiu aqjuiatqD Xiuo 
3oa pip qoiqM 'SuiqDTSjd siq Xq ^ju^ucj jjo^doTid 
3q3 SuoiUB uoi3«3ndsj Ajcuipjpw3X3 p.uuS SuTAtq 
3rq3 'ajij siq jo X3iJo33aipuc 4opuB0 3q3 jsaod 
-jip Oj puB 'aousnbopsiq puBqspq 03 A\oq ^pAA 

oj M3U5J urui siqx ^'^^f^J^^d *hp ^^P^O ^qi Jo 
JBiJj B ^vxvJLja^ JO A313 3q3 ui ujoq ^vjojioupaps 
fUGustfj jaqiojg 03 ajjcd 3A\ 'pupjTuj jo sSuix 
?q3 Aq p.moABj Xiqgiq oj '«r.V-^a/i^ siq3 ujojj' 

"OU ut lUflJ ^IJftjVj SHtJJi lUVfUVXitUfV mV ^1U9%VZ\j39Z 
^Ul SUVtVhbtmV 1UVX9m ^ftV^S93J0uSv ^njL9?9] U9it49S 

*///P !f ^*f^!^^ «/ '^y 03 ^uiiq Xq pwaud Oj^9jfory 

•aj^^l^JT Siq3 }o s3jooq3uiu3q3 joSui^iBsdj 'punojboiuoj 

P e/.'</j,^/ lou prq nftfu9jjy^ ^uifvq j3q33qA\ ^oj poB ^suo 

-Rvy snoinDipij 3pq3 jo aosid ^\o\\hK 3q3 jo ^SpnC 

/riu nOit saj33ird 3pq3Xa y^^j^uj p puoo^s 

sip /Cuu^U JO sa^u ^n^ u\ jnivfl (;) uvt-\\i\\o\3i ^u(i ua 

-dof;ur/9Jj UI QW/A s^ttj pjii>Jitojwi^afL\ts>i^^i\^ 



iiever find Readets, were there not more fdols 
who are delighted to fee exctavagahc pidures^ 
than wife men that have the patience to contem- 
plate a fimple akid naturall Beauty. 

Since therefore it were ihdifcretioh in me to 
break otf this Apologie, wheii I am cotherto that 
point for which princi]^ally I uiiderteokitj think 
u now -time to (peak of Relfglous men, and to 
(hew What ingratitude it were in us to make fo 
fleighc acknowledgement of the obligation we 
owe them for the prbfervatibn of Letters, from 
ihttimeg oi Bdittkir^ SymfH0chus^ zndCitJpodarHSy ^ 
to the laft taking ot Conjtkminofle. At which 
time Learning begah to creep out 6t Monafimesi 
which for all the time before, had been (as ic 
were) publike Girifliab Sbhools^ where hot only 
youth, butalfo fuch meh as would apply them- 
felvesthatv^ay, ifirerfe iriftrbftedin all manner of 
Difcipllnes, SciericeS:& Morality, ahd th^ to fiich 
a height, that not content with that to famous 
QHMriviHm of the Mathcmatickfi which, befide* 
all that is now (hewn in CoUedge^, was cheti 
taught, Medicine^ both as to Thcoiry and Prafticc 
was fo well cultivated, that wfe heed no more to 
convince us how expert they were therein, than 
the vtritirigs oio^gidi^, Conjtamlne^ and Ddma^ 

that it were eafie for me to anfwer thofe who 
change them with illiterature and ignorance, did 
I not thiiik it more requifite to app^y the remedy 
where there is moft needi and by culling oiit five 
or lix among them, 

Qui otfaSta Inghttiajoffi^m 



Veri homines i & Scmidiiy Hero^f^'voc^n^ 



c6 refc^e (bem' &omJthe come of jtliis Magkall 
Idolauy» wbic^ were lo mucb the more' horrid . 
wdaboqwiahli^prft^Mby.t byhowmnch 
cbey are priticifNtU; choTe wbo (bould oppofe ic, 
' $iaa. deftofic (nem:np&pdi i;beceoi^ as well by, thi 
ei^anipie of cbeirgpciid.lives) as b^ the seal and 
ior^xpricic ofc^r jeained uitUu^o^^ 

-We are thea locoarider^ that the AuchooE o£ 

the Book enctculed 2fr/ »9/^mf} "p^bliiQi'd by Gila 

Spfrdi^h IrjCM this, foiuulauoiiifN:;^ repucacioo 

l^i thereof, chic the iioiy Choft bid dilated ic to 

liMnt. OG ^ liiirpmy whi^v We muQ^ a)U>w upon ano-. 

■ffcif*'/^ ^d* aifurance of tiuy (hac he tranQ^ced chip hiftory 

hllr^n^ ofjMdab in one:night. To^whM( adde» that Ji*- 

P^Mr. pbA^fmr/jp/Vj«4 afiirmsy be hadfeea a .'book of £»• 

7usl.f. ii qhammtnfsy which diverfe weak jad^etncncs bold 

jwU€. 6. ^j^ interpreted by the fame ^.Har^my though 

lytth as little reafonvas Trhhmum alfif ms^as fomo 

agtribiKeccrcaio conjurations of the four prii|« 

. \ cipall Devils to St. Cyfrtan Bi(hop o( Car* 

thage. This confidcraiionprcmiW, I doubt notj 

but the evident falfhood of thefc ^lumnics, will 

prove a certain light to the judgement wc (liould 

pafle on thole books of '^fcr^manticatt Imagis^ 

the MetaUick.An^ the Secrets tf Alchjmj^^ and 

that i>e effemis efentiarnmy divulg'd and vented 

* i te. vUus j-^y y mjder the name of St. Tbemae jiqHlHaSyyo&^ 

:MrZ'!^' ly firn«m'd by [al^.«. , 5^.«Jjr TW,^/. , b. 

Idem, in J^^Jf^us^ir nanfm lACuliyXyj Lb] Vives Serif tar dt 
'^ Htptafh fcheld or^mnm Ja»tjjimHSj and by the conlenc of 
riHEccicfi', all Amhours, with that of the Church, Thefatth^ 

^^d^rhJ^^^^^^^^^ ^/Ariftotle andthihelj Scriprurc, 
. ato^.dudio.'^^^ ^^fi ^^ f^^^^dation of SchoUfiicaU Divlnltf^ 

^/V//Vi/. stnd in a word^tbt AftgellcaH JbeQer. For I would 
A/^y/z/^fyknoW} what croandu\^tt vicie ioimdgjne> that 
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^Kis great Intelligefice > caooniz'd in cHe year 
1321, and whofe doflrine was approt'd by a De- 
cree of the Univerfity of P^isj in the year 1 3 V^i 
and by three Popes, Ifmrnm V, Urban V i> ana 
John XXII, Aiould trouble himfelf with either 
i^j^iri^,or the extravagancies of the Alchymiitsy 
who might indeed have brought him over to rheir 
partyi had they liot forgot one thing, which is to 
dadi out and corrupt, as fome Herecicks do, that 
piffage of his Commentaries^ upon the fecond 
Book of the Mailer of Sentences, where he for- pj/fiag. 
ni.iUy impugnes the poffibility of rheir tranfmuta- 5«^A 3. 
tions of Metals. Whence, me thinks, they (hould ^•^•^ 
take warning not to expofe themfelves lo freely 
1:0 the fcom of thofe who diftruft whatever comes 
from them^Sc who read thefe fuppoluitious books 
out of no other deligne, than to oV.erve their 
great indifcretion therein, and the little judge- 
ment they have tp carry on their fubcle plor<?l 
We may inftance,not to engage intq an infinity of 
proofs, in their making ihisgre.it Doclorfpcakfd 
childiflily in the Book De ejentils ejfennarnm, thxz 
he might very well be laid to Have no more aq- 
quaintarice with his works, than the barbaroii? 
Inhabitants of Afargajats and Toplnamhux in 
eyifrick.^ whofiiould beleeve that fuchlowand 
reptile conceptions could fad from a mind lb 
high and fublime; or that he ever dreamt of vvhac 
they make him fay iq the fame Treatife of an 
Aftrologicall Book, which j^hl, fon o( Adamy^^^ff^ 
lodg'd within aftone, found after the Deluge by J^'^'*''^' 
Hermes, who took the book out of it, vyherein 
was taught the Art of making Image? under cer- 
tain Planets and Con.lellations. Bcfides the rtory 
concerning hitrifelf, that beih* di(l^xtVA'voLVv>&^x^- 



S2H) 



die9) by the great noife of Horfes palTing by his 
door €very day at watering time> he made the 
image of a Hor(e> according to the rules of the 
raid Book, which being put in cheftreet.twoor 
three foot under ground > the -Grooms were 
thenceforward forc'd to find oi{t another way, af 
being not able to make a Horfe pafTe that way, 

SfcElatum adml/ft rifum tcncdtis amici f 

For I think a manmufl be moire Agelatlm than 
ever Crajfus was, if he can retrain laughing at this 
pretty relation, fince that, not to lay any thing of 
the ab'urdity of its circumliances , there could 
not poffibly be found out another more contrary 
Ui^nd. to the Doilrineof St. Thowasy who in all his 
'esund. works, and particularly in his Sttm^ in his j^/^^/- 
wM^. /;^^^ gi^if/W, and in his Treatifeof Secret Ter- 
.,fn{^^.^t!fes af^d Propernesy denies, thatthefe images can 
4. ' receive any venue from the Stars and Conllella- 
tions under which they were made. This certain- 
ly were enough to fhew the impertinence and 
akurdity; it is, to chirgethisgreat perfon with 
contributing ought to the compofition of thefe 
books, though we (liould not prefle, that Trithe- 
w/^i in his Catalogue of £fcleJraJHcall AuihoviSj 
ipcntions not anyone of them printed with the 
body of his works, collected into leventeen 
Tomes ; nor take any notice, that Johafines Picus 
laughs at that book of Necromamicall Iwages-^^nd 
Franclfcus his nephew, though much a lervant 
and favourer of the -^/r/;/w//?/, makes it a great 
quellion , whether thofe Books of the MetaJlick^ 
/irty are not to be attributed rather to the Alchy- 
iniHs then Sr. Thomas. To which I may addc , 
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that, as JDelrto affii:fftes, the Commentaries 
upon thfc Nativity of one Thomas an Englifh man> 
have been publifti'd under his liame b'ecaufe ot 
the nearnerie there is between tbefe two Larine . 
words, jingltcHs TiTid Angelicas \ fo it may iafqly 
beii|tcrr'd> thatfince > accordingtoallihe Dae- ^ 
monographers, there have be^n diverfe other 
pcrfonsofthe fame name that have writ le,verall ' 
Books in Magick , it were more ratiojiall to 
imagine that that of the 'Necromanticall imaK$ 
ftiould be rather fathered on them then on St, Tno^ 
mas of^5f«///,oiwh0mit{hallbe faid, in ipigbt 
of all Ignorance^ and totheddpairQ ofth^Aur 
thours of thefe c^tlumnities, 



JEt molllter ojfa ^ulefcem 



. I, 



Semper^ & Infummo mensaHrea vlvctOljf^po. 

Had we the Book> which John Dee, Cittizcn of 
London a very great ttiilolbpher and Mathematitt '? ^-P//*- < 
an faies he had written in defence of Rtfger ^^^^ot^p^^^ 
where he ftiews that whatever was laid of his^ij^^j^ 
miraculous operations is rather to be attributed torificor:di 
the knowIedgofniture>& the Mathcmaticks than ^»titr£% 
to any commerce or converfation he ever had with ^^'^^ 
Daemons ; I (hpuld have as litle to lay of him as 
of t/ifuleiHs who clcar'd himfelf from the like 
acculation in two Apologies. But (ince that 
Book (at leaftthat I know of) never yet came 
abroad ^ I muft imitate the graffehoppcr in e/£/i- 
4», and fupply the want of this broken ttring , 
with what is to be had , fo to refcue the reputa- 
tion of this Englifh Francifcamj who was a doftor 
of Divinity, and the greatcft CA/»f //?, A^ola^ 
^ndMmhmmcian ot Vvvstvccv^> \\.c^^\iivcv^^ts^-. 






oonhVi and boriocl am^M the multirude pf > ^^ 

ji^rfT/ and Magicfdns^ roty Cq far was he from 

rfiaking one ot xhcir number >• thit a man can no. 

_way better julfify and defeb4 ^^y ^^^^ ^y V^^ 

ducing his own declamations againll Magick> un« 

lawfiitl Bookf, Characters and Ipells, as you have 

thftn in the cftrce firft Chapters of an EpilUe he 

rmBt I ^^^^^ iif ^*^ Pernor cf Art ani Nature. Addc cd' 

*c.u '^^^ thatPf/rw fe content tooblcrve only that 

;/Lrr there wer^ fome fuperUicious proportions in bis 

Workes, luch as haply was that which FroHcifcm 

^JdW ^^^^Jjfaies he had read iff his Book OfthfixSci^ 

u&l* ^*wi where he aiffinncs that a 'man may become a 

:*7. ' Prophet and fbrctcl thi^ to c^mc by the meanes 

^ ^ of the Clafle Almttch^^ ^compbPd according t*o 

the rules of P^r/p^tt'/t'ir^ provicled hcmadeufc 6( 

it v^iu(er a £Ood conaeflation, atK) ha^^ before hand 

_:j. *-"^-^ • ^ good 

It all 

,/^^. /^^ graphers (hould To readily charge this Philofo- 
^cript. pner with the cxercife of Geotlck^ot prohibited 
ificis. Magick, when he, whom they alUb much ac- 
^'^f knowledge , ]oharsnes PIcm o{^\iiXi6\\\Z'^ main- 
iJrT ' tainesjthat he iludicd only the Ndturall. Whcre- 
K iii to may beadded the telUmonies of three famous 
mori Engliin Authors, [al L^andtu [b] Selden and 
ione Bayly ^ as alfo that of Dr. [c] Fhsy who laughs at 



mention of his Maglcall operations or any brafcH 
\ ^^- Heai^ which the populace believe he made. 
u!me»- ^P^^ occafion whereof Ma\irns obfcrves that he 
UfS. tsD^oa^lxi in as a great Ma^xcuxi'va %1V Comeilci 
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and chat the common report is, that he and his 
Fellow-Frier Thomai Bwngej were fcven years a- 
boiic chat //^4^ , meerlyto know of it whether 
th>:rc were pot Tone meanes to compaffe England 
with a wall or Rampart 5 whercco icgive anan- 
fwer which yet they could not under liand , for, 
notexpcclmgto receive it folbon^ they were ta- 
ken up with Ibmething elfc than hearkening to 
that Oracle, 

A very fine relation certainly and fuitable to 
the falfc wicneffc from whom we have it, if ever 
there were any falfc, that is, the multitude, as 
having alwayesbeen accounced fuch by all good 
Authors, cfpecially [a] Seneca and [b] LaStamus. a iJb, de 
The former a ffirmes, you mulj^never appeall to it ^^^. beat 
in any thing of Confequence, QudrendHjn mn.^f'^^^^ 
ijf^od vmgoflacet^ fejfimo ventatnts inter fret i : and ^^3^ 
the other had realbn to admonifh us, that f^nl^us 
iKdoEttim fomfis Inanlhpis gattdet animif^ fuerlltbHs 
ffeltat omnia , ohleltattir jirltjtjlisj nee fonderare fe^ 
cHm unamqHamjj re fn potest. Tnis were enough 
to ftiflethat vulgar Itory, (Tiould Ifay nothing 
of all the impertinences that accompany it , fincc 
they fo evidently diicover them'*e»vej?^ I take 
it therforeto be enough for mypurpofcto note 
that the ftruihire aod compofition of this head 
was a thing abfohicely impoflible for the re-ifons 
I (hall give for k in the next Chapcer , and with- 
all th.it Roger Bacon never minded the making of 
it, the whole fable having no other ground then 
common and popular reporcs. For it being or- 
dinary old wives talk that Pops Sylvefter-, TVtlliam 
' ofParisy Robert o^ LtncolnC'^^XidAlhertns Magnus 
had made fuch difcourfin^ Statues, it might ve- 
ry well be added thit RoVcr "Biicon N\^^ vci'N^^^ 
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ipianDer made one 9 fincechac^ being a great Mi? 
chemadcian> as may be feen both by the Treacifcs 
apd inftrumencs ot his invention be Tent to Pope 
Clement the fourth and his two Books , printed 
within tbcfe fifteen years , of PcrfpeSlivc and 
(jflajfes^it is pot unlikely he did tnany extraordina- 
ry things by the helpof ^hac Science; whereof 
the caule being not known to ^he vulear^ (which 
was much more rough-hewn, and barbarous tha;i 
iris now) it could do no leffe then attribute them 
to Magick. But for that be hath for compurgators 
all learned men, andpanicularly the Jejnits^ who 
put into their Matliematicall ThefiS defended at 
Tent a Mofijfpn in the year 1 6 2 2. on the day of the 
Cannonization oUgndtlui'yZv^A Xavtcr^lhzt ic wrfs 
. pC^flible for a man well verl'd in Qftlckj apd Cmi- 
^:m\c. ^P^^^^kl (fuch as undoubtedly Bacon was) Jat^ 
' ' ^Holibet objeiioy qHodlibet refrefentare p&ff ecu/ay 
montem ex atomo, fnHlHrn ant ajimnum cdput ex /?«- 
^ano 5 Elefhantem a capUo. 

What hath been laid ofBdcony may bjj alfo ap- 
ply*J to Thomas Buffgey ^ who, meerly becaufe hq 
was hjs Colleague in Ihidies lying under the fame, 
tnifprifioni ir.uft be included in the fame defence. 
And for this there isfo much the rriore reafon, 
in chat I>^/n'<? fayesnotany thing of the Book he 
nfquifit.iy^nt o^ Naturall Maglck^^dxM that it containes 
. c^ S.qu. certain rupeiiutious propofitioris. Befidcs had 
he been in the Icall thought guilty of this crime , 
they would have been more careful! tbeiuotn:.ke 
him Provirclall of the Order of St. Francis in En- 
gland, as Dr. Pits affirms he was; ard wirhall that 
whatever is 'aid concerning hi? Ma,^;^ k, proceeds 
only from bis being an cxccllept Phtlofopher Sitsd 
MAtkematlctan, 
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The like folution may fcrvc to juftific Michael 
the Scot , who wa$ no I^noraot perfoq as thofe 
imagine who never- (aw his name,btut in the books 
qi paemono?rap.hers5'apeople that would have 
nothing to Tayof him» were it not to rank him 
amopg the Magicians, in imitation haply of the 
Poet Merlin Coccamsy who took a pleafure to dit 
cribe his enchantments, aad JPante the FUrjentlne^ 
who fpeakes thus of him, at the end of th^ twqi-*. - 
tieth Cafato of his Z/^tf, 

QueW altro'i che fi^^fianchi i cosipoco^ 
Mtchele Schottofuy cheveramtnte. 
jpette 'Magiche jrcdefeffe il gioco^ 

I « 

I 

SteyoH that trifl^gfeRm there I 



^Twas Michael the Scott, who k»ew hisfOTt^ 
Jn all the roguing cheats of Magick^Art. 

Eor^befides that he is cited as a great ditine by the 
molt learned of the Carmelites^ and Prince of the ^M^ftth " 
Averrolftsy Jehanne^ JBaccoy it is cafily jud^d y tent, dp- 
as well by the two Books we have of his, OfPhj'^^ftMr 
(iognomy , and QueStrlons ufon the Sfhear ofSacro^ 
kojco-, ^^byhi^Hifior)^ of Animals and the teftir 
monv oiPits , that he was one of the moll excel- 
lent Philofophers, Mathematicians^ and Aftrolo- 
gers of his time ; and upon that account much, 
iavour'd by the Eraperour Frederic II. to 
whom he dedicated all his Books, and foretold 
him that he(hould die in a caftle called Fierenx^r^ 
/^ 9 having alfo forefeenthat himfelf (hould end 
hisdayesma Church. And indeed it came to 
pafs,as de Granger in his Commentary upon J>ame 
a.ffil^mcs; when bein§ on aqtiu^jx^v^ ^^^^^"^^^^^ 
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fbeptacC) where a beU W4f cboi colKog, tM tojgib^, 

dtew down wtcb tta^ftone^ wliich fiilln^oii to 

buebeadi killed htm ii^ch^ place> where after^ 

wardff he was bnrte^i- ' 

• llui1afddown>I1)5ate men CO judge whether 

they Who calumniate him without any proofs and 

' that fttbor out of coftome then any knowled^ 

^ they ted«fhinnr,afetobe credited rather then the 

^r*. M* Auchoricy of P/r/, a divine And modernc AuthoTi 

^ ^' who rpeaktng of Jbitn 9 Taies exprefly^ that thcnigh 

he wai look\l on af a Magician .by the Vulgar » 

frMdiMtinm tam^i ff ttfJU^Wtm hi O f ht m tonge ali^ 

uifm jf^le$Mt$yjii$if00im ftrffkitx f\minfcrman* 

; dii rebm^iltis ddmiratdrntttr Ingemmm'^ 4aHdatMnt 

iMdMftrUmy fjMim refrA$nd€nddm juJUv^ant curi-^ 

fic^bMtmeidf^m. Aiidfor theformall aucho- 

ricy of PiUif^ and CoecdliUj it cannot conclude 

any thing to our prejudice % (ince cbefe two Poets 

migbrwellderiveiuch a narration from the vulgar^ 

meerW to fweeren ind embellilh their Poems>and 

' that CUero juftly laughs at thofe who take the 

Poets for good fecunty for any thing they iay> 

when there isfo great a c^ifference between the 

conditions of a Pcem apd that of a Hiilory^ ^^'tP^ 

tjb'de Ug, ckm In ilia ad veritatem referantHr omnia , In hoc ai 

deUBationem ftera^. 

Sincfe then it is eafily difcover'd by what we 

I In Crff.'^^f •^^^^y ^*^^' ^^^^ ^^ ordinary judgment 
^i^.nufceL fatlin^ on learned men is to be charg'd witn Ma- 
frtBUM. ^ck t conceive few will wonder y if he who 
b i^fi. tizs called by [ai SeaUgety Monjhnmjine vhio.zod 
Mif. 1.9' {^ ,f jjjj p^ifUn (vvirh f hefuffragcs of the poblick 
^' ^' roki) thi Phemix of ultbe pent WWts^ riciu t^ 
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Mirattdfila^ CQuld noc give JF/f rfff^AiM^ Bartarn^ 
fo (lender, an accounc ot his es^pence of Six 
whole years in the reading of Scholafticali Aih 
chours , hue that cbe luAre of his great learn- 
ing hiuft needs To darzle thoie who meafur'd^ lib. it 
ic with chc fewneife ot his years when he began anatm. 
to break forth > thitfoine> as [a]} Zara^ looked wg'^'ar, . 
on it as a miracle ^ and others > m [bl Tarantn^, oratioiti 
Gamifis^^ are lo injurious to mm, as not to ^^-p^^viii., 
lieve he could ariveco chat wifdomeand capa- 
city but by the meaner oiMaglcl^ Vlpon which 
if I may give my opinion, I conceive I may truly 
fay, that thofe who are fo much prejudiced againlt 
the Learning of this great man , were perfons 
certainty as ignorant as chat Divine, who, as 
the fameP/V^ affirmes in his t/ffologle , being 
ask'd what the word C^^^i/^ fignify'd, anfwer'd, 
it was the name of a wicked man and an abomi- 
nable HifW/Vi^, who had written divers things 
againll Jeiuf! Chrift, and that all his followers 
were called CabaliSis. For though ic may be faidi 
haply more truely of him than any other, 

'Primordla tanta 



Kix fAHcl fnernere fenes- 



and that his Learning is to be admir'daswell in 
refpeil of his age as the time he liv'd in , where- 
in Letters did but as it were bud out of the 
thorns of Barbarifm ; yet is it too great a mi- 
ftrult and limitation of nature and her forces to 
think (he could not raile this man tofucb afu- 
preme degree of perfeAion, as might be a marVe 
ior all thofe that would be like him. Mankind 
is a large field wherein Nature cxercifes her fclf 
feverall vvayes, fometimesfipotuxi^ W^^ ^^^^ 



times piiifiog it in ZfkAl^x4$$der^t C^fi^r^il^^ 

; , . ^otdinototht<^ini^ of Trifmepfimy gald>&' 
. ver, apd lead in thdr' Compofition. J^ wAs« 
' faying ot*2^7r0;<r/f/ in comiiiendacion 
EfiatTHs, thai Natoie , in his ^eneracion, h$A 
affembledcogecber all the Atom 
to te Mocher^j; ^^^^y* ^d why may wc no t^witb 
the fame ikKiri(b> affirm that ihe may have luu- 
ted all the exceniall aufes of Aire, climate « 
Stars 9 ^ ^ towards the compoiition of a body, 
fo to produce a Mind tbatfliouldbetheparagoe 
'of others , and as it were the mold by which <r 
tbers. might be made. In this was caflcbat o: 
JPiuibis de U Scdliy whor in the year J 5 5 ? • main- 
tained) at BotU&Mgne 1 543 ComU^fions upon fevc- 
rall fubje^^ of all kinds , and that before he was 
a a. years of age. That of the young man 
^ ife mentioned by Cardinall Bemkw^ who propof'c 
Vtrgxulkt ^^^ 00. ac Rome-^ That of P^fiellmYiho mode- 
^^^ff^'^*^ raced in the Schooles at 1 3 • years of age. Thai 
(***"* of Gefrcr ^lid ErafmHiy who wcie more Ic^rn^ 
at twenty^thcn others ordinarily arc at fifcy. That 
of Agriffa , who at twenty two interpreted the 
Pymahder of Tr/ywff i/?^, and the Book D^v^r- 
bo mlrtfico. That of Maldonat^ who was ad- 
mired (or his reading of Divinity at twenty fcven. 
Andlaftly ihttoiEdw^dda Monlm who may 
be faid to have been made up all of hre and fpi- 
rit) fmce that, ere he was ariv*d to the twenty 
' iixth year of his age> wherein he Wds|kiird, be 
was io great a Mafler of the Italian, Spanifti, La- 
Unc^ Greek and Hebtw 'I^xv^>RS-i ^'^ ^^^' ^^ 



PhiloTophy, J^hyfick , Machematicks ahd The- 
ology^ and hadvvicball fofluenra veinof poefy 
in all chofe Languages, that he cranflaced into 
Lacine verfe, and that in lelTe then fifty dayes> J^ 
Barfds's work of the Creation ^ andfavv printed 
before his death , five or fix large Volumes of his 
Poetry highly celebrated by the greateft wires of 
the lalt age, Fumaus^ dM Fcrrony Gouluy Dauraty 
Morel ^ Baify and dn Bart as. Since therefore 
Pliny tells us, that N'Otw-A rerum vis at^ majefias 
In omnibus fide caret , fiqnis modofartes ejus ac noh 
totum animo comfleEtatuTj and that we can exem- 
plify in fo many that came fonear this Picnsoi 
Mirandula » were ic not more rationa\l to admire . 
the extraordinary cSq&^ of Natwe by judging of 
the one by the other, thenbafelyto Uibjeilitta 
Spirits and Damons , efpecially in things where in 
there is not ought beyond the reach of her power 
and performance ? 

Lalily, fonhe Abbot TrUhemius^ whoiscall'd 
by Thevet in his life, zfuhle Philofofher, an in- 
^tniom Mathematician^ afamoHsFoet^ anaccom'* 
plijh^d Hifiarian ^ aver) eloquent Orator ^ andemi*- 
nent divine ; I find that thofe who would make 
him a Magician , may in the firft placc> ground 
their fo doing on a little Book ot three or four 
ftieets printed under his name in the year 1 5i 2. 
intituled, Veterum Sdfhorum Sigiila & imagines 
Magic ay five Sculptura Lapidum aut Gemmarum 
ex nomine Tetragrammaton cum fignatura planeta-- 
rum-i Antkorihus ZeroaSlre-f Salomor.e^ Raphaeli y 
Chaele, Her met e^ Thelete^ exJoa»Trithemiima^ 
mfcripto eruta. Another ground may be his own 
fpeakingfo pertinently of Magick, and his giving 
hirafelf the title of Magicianin fomcoCbx^^^- 



ftl«fc AjklalhirdabdliftyblswrttiiigUil^^ 
ietf 5^r^4Mi|fi^i^,ft€im^ ftafl^dmth^thcnamill 

wrnioouift) xo&dMQR^dc^^ 
.^ lewMMiajdkletmocmDiir^ 
^ then chtt of ^^riffi ocany other Auchoiir f 4 
^i^ *^i:bc^i»iftlehe fent to Girmiim Gindf 0»iti{dM| 
Aa^f V^.'^^ ^^^ king^ and fined BUbop^ of OrliMs^ fym 

• f.75. 'y(»'rs after ne bad feenanfreadic in the Very ftm 

and Abbef of the (aid Trithemim. -f' This vvaa Jim 

! «iar.»afethoritj!CB9ttghfor[a]fFn^ 

' Z^^ ^^ ^^^ iWSt/pijuitr and mott 0* the Dstmonogtw 
fijf^/tf. phenc6b^oft]iciaineo^niom ^^ 

l^jMfKf Bucfqr my part^* I am of another » as cosicri^ 
MS. ving that thoTc^wbb would judge witB mote tnifi 
k vrfyms. than paffion as well of this laft as tht twd fottmt 

• a iJ'i pr<>oU,«riUbetvarc how they Wal^mth ettebatt 
infamy the meolary of any man erpecially ti 
EccIebilHck) upon fuch poor grounds as theft 
light GOiije^ares> which are aDfolutely rainey 

falfe, and f6rg*d. For bcfidcs the reafons layd 
down in our ^.Chap. that Pamphlet of making 
images and Chara<B:ers upon Stones under certain 
ConHellations is a pure impofture and cheat of 
Bookjellersy who thou^Jitfit to print it as newly 
retri v'd out of Trhhemln/s ftudy, whereas, above 
1 20. years, before CamtllHs Lienard made it the 
third Book of his il//VT^)*r^/'prtfr/W St$nes ^ be- 

^ fides chat it was publiOiM by Lndovlcus DhIcU in^ 

a trcatife on tie fame fubjeift, as allb by Roduhhm 
G^/iWinabove four or five feverall unpreflions 

'':VegeHff'.& ^^ ^^^ ^B^^'^ ^^ Unguemo Armarto^ (b true is that 

t$nuft,* axiomc of ArlitotUy that , Ai pauca refficlemes 

it f^cillenumsm. But be it fuppol^d that that 

little treatife bad beeti tranferib'd out of Trlthe^ 




f^/Mf*f» who would thenct Inferrethat aBookof 
I'uperliitious Alkologie were aiufficienc teilisno- 
syy to condemne thole ofMagick who have ic in 
vheir poirdfion^ efpecially tince there cannot the 
leali ineUcium be drawn trom five or (ix EpifUes 
vrinced at the end of TriVimitiiWs Polyg|:aphy> to 
confirme that opinion to his prejudice^ nay they 
tther juAiHe him^ as may appear by the reading 
f icrcof and by [a] CcrsrdDorH^ and \\>\J^m€s Go- ^ in elitvi 
i orj^ who (hew from their cnigmaticall fenfc that ^]*[j^- 
: .ley cannot be interpreted of any ihing but Chy- f^lf^ 
rniliry. So that it may be truely faid that all the b uk de 
'uipicion there is of his being a Magician, as heix^/ienii 
himrelfconfcfleth, proceeds only from thcpubli- ^^tar&lA. 
cation of a Letter he fent to a Carmelite ol Gaunt -j^p^^v 
Xizmzdi ArMoU^ BoSHus^ wherein he fpecifi'd ^^ J^^^^ 
nuny miraculous and e)ctraordinary efiFe6b ^^tfin fpij;. 
whereof yet he difcover'd the wayes of perfor- ad Joan- 
mance in his treatifc oiStcganografhk. For the ^^^^^fitn ■ 
judgment thereof of Charles Boville being pub- *** 
lifti'd about the fame time, people were prefent- 
ly perfWaded that fuch things could not be taught 
in any but a Magick Book, and that Trhhemim , 

mnA needs be excellently well ver I'd in Conju- a •pr</ir; 
ring and Invocations. comment. . 

Now the firft that oppof^d this calumny, after .^» Paraeei. 
he> who was moft concern'd in it, haddear'd"^'^^^^*^ 
himfelf, as well by the key to that book , and ^ pag.i^, 
diverfe paflTiges of his Works, was [a] James gfyiscy' 
Gohorjfj who writt a ftiort vindication of this Ste- fhers. ^ 
g>imgrafby^ againtt the calumnies ofPf^lerusBovil' cDedivi^ 
le and (Cardan. In which defigne he was fecond- ^^^la^^Jl 
cd by [b] Vigenere^ [c\ BoifardHS and [d] JburetuSy rotiguel 
who hive {hewn that Trhhemms had no other de- c, ij^.foL 
figne in that book then to difcover a nevY«j and»t*-^^9s 




7 ^m^mim^'W'^^^'^ 

write, mdi CbmmiiDicice freely one'lo 
«vhaceirerwetemoferecfeC) bycbembatil^4ifaii 

. SDVpjicionwhktii^dteterbertt^^ 
toy <Aher then the riglit letife> libtm^rj^hei^ 

^ aliylmthimttMfcfaadliiekeyofi^^ 

order c^Sc, BhaiiB , who- write a Book) calted 9 
t trkkmimjm if^$ ^uAx\ taA by the 'divibe 

, AimmTwrnwrn^ mmOrarioopriiDtedbybimbii 
dm fi4> jeft at //ij{[W:£^^ 

then ifiy, aii4fo.fi»tp fflenceall difficaky 9. is it 

doniby i3iiS^Jims ^iMrWho hath tody givdl 

'^'^\^ \ tit atl ekpUcatu^ ^ bf tMit Sr^gsmt^sfy in did 

../v; third book of iuiie9 diatbe bath piil^i(h'd con- 

Cfffie^grkfhii. For be mil Ihews why 
^iMr would make it fo difiictilc; vfrhy 
he would make uie of that taaske of fpiritl 
aiKtinvocadom; attdthtoheespluDesthemaiHl 
l^ves fuch overtures) as whence we may eafiljf 
judge how far chey difparage their own judfgmetit> 
who with (b little confideration blame thingi 
they underRand not, and withalU that ordinary 
faying is trueythat the moft Iturfftd are not alwaye^ 
the moft dif erects 
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CHAP. XVlIii 
Of Robert of LiHcolncy f0md Altertks M»gn$iSi 

IF it be erne chat the Authority df a miti^ makes 
errour the lefTe cettfurable^ and that the nam- 
ber of thole chat erre with us makes our faults 
Ceem the more excufable i gives our 0{5inions 
fomc ground, and hides th^ defefls of our per- 
iwafioa; I doubt not bur thole may eafily make 
fuch an excufe their fanfkuary^ who feem to wnte 
out of no other defign than to reyive> in their 
workes, all thofe calumnies which have been bi-^ 
cherto maintained by vulgar ignorance to the pre- 
judice of the happy memory of AlhertHs Magnkiy 
iince that according to the Satyrill, 



•; 



— FaclUuthtflHTA'ifedtlUi 

* JDcfendithHmerus^JHhStd^ Hmbone ^alangesi 

But ifthe number of thcfe Authors were not 
yet lefs confiderable than the proofs they bring, 1 
ihould ingenuouQy confefs>that it wtre in tne nol 
kffe temerity to take a courfe contrary to therti, 
than ic was anciently in Travellers not to caft a 
flone at thofe Pillars and i^rrrnnW in the high-i> 
waies, to give others notice of them. And fincc ic ^ 

is not always, according to the (rj\vi%oiTythago^ 
ras.xhz fiireft way to follo\V the mott neatcn tracks 
& that the moft common opinions are ordinarily 
the moft falie, as being fuch as are rather applau* 
ded than examined ; I fhall ftand upon the fame 
liberty, which I have taken from the firft Chapter, 
of this Afology^ top3& from ih^^vti4LU\\^'ix^^ 
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Relipotii men to ih^toiBifhops^ and (hcWj that 
it ever great Learning and the ignorance of a bar- 
barous age prejudic'dany man, Robert Great-heady 
Biihop oiLiftcolffe^oty as otfaers^ oiLaMcafter; and 
Albertns Magnus Bifliop of Ratlsbonnc -have jutt 
cauie to complain. 
As to the Hrft) if vve only except certain Demo- 
X* rwfr^- POgraphers, wbo> upon the account of a Urnyn 
tnt Amemk' Ilcfii that (poke> which ^ohn Cower an £ngUih 
th afud Poet) faid he had endeavoured to make^ to lerve 
Selden. j^jj^ ifiltead of an Oracle, rank hini aniong the 
Vol. X. de Magicians ; all Authors agree with Pltsj that he 
YebA^gti^ was one of the moft learnedmenofhistime, a 
€^. Aibtile Philolopher) an excellent Divine, a man 

equally acquainted with the feven liberal Scien* 
cesiand the Latine, Greek> and Hebrew Tongues, 
one that writ a great number of Books, where ot 
tiiere are fome remaining in I^hilofophy. Be- 
fides all which y be was of to holy and exemplary 
a life, that (not to prove it by tne Fable,fo well 
DifquifJ. refuted by Velrtoy concerning his dcath,and that 
f .4 qu. 4. of Pope InnoQent fourth^ Mattkew Paris writes in 
SeCi.i- j^jj chroniclcSythat he was info much reputation 
among the tn^lifli, that they called him, the holy 
"^Prelate, the Kiffg's faithful CounfelUnr^ the Refor^ 
mer of the Monhj^ the VireStor of Priejts^ the In^ 
Jtrntlar of the ClergVy the Nurjifig-father of SchoU 
Urs and StHtlents^ the Preacher of the People^ and tht 
Scofirge ofyices^ 
:.i clonli -^"^ ^^f Alhertusy I am very much oblig'd to 
■jitor inc' Pan'tis ]ovifis, that hc had not honoured him vvith 
tgi^tm. his HloL;y, but upon the Title of Crr^r^ which was 
j^iven liim even while he liv'd by theunivcrfal 
4/^/^^r- ^^^'^ni of all School?. Forifwe confiderwith 
y^r^/r/ itc- £a$era^ on what \)eito\ssi ^tkd VL^oti what occafions 



ThfffifioryqrMAGlCk. ^ M3 

that title hath bc^p bdftowU I believe there wi^^ 
6e fome miracle in it^ to fee a fimplc Frjar oUhP 
Order of St. Domhlcl^bzve an Epithet given him> 
not lb ordinary with. 7^p^/,£i»prr^ifr/> and Sove- 
raign PrlnctSy had not his works dilcover^d his 
delert to be fo great> and his Learning lo exrraor « 
dinarv> that fuch a recompence might feem in* 
confiderable, if TrlfmeglftHs had not fo refer vd 
the title oi thrice gredt to himfelf, that it hath not 
been fince communicated to any. Nor (hall I ^^^ catalog 
need to fay with Trithemm, thjt Nan furrexlt fojt ssript, nf 
etimvirJrmUhelqfii inemnlbHs Uteris, fciemUs etcUfiali. 
rehus tarn doEtuSy erudttus^ et expertns fuerit. Nor 
yet with Thevet^ that he was fo curious in the dif- f^'^ w. 
quifition of the Secret:s of Nature, that it might '^''i*''^ 
be faid) one part of his foul was tranfported into 
the HeayenSi another into the aire, the third un- 
der th^earth, and a fourth upon the. waterS) and 
that He had by fome extraordmary cpurfc> io uni- 
t^and contrafted together his whole foul, that 
.nothing that this world comprehends conl4 
cfcape it. For all thofe Elogies, added to vvhac 
is commonly faid of him> 

Inclytus Alberttis doHljfimHs at4j dlfertHS^ , 
Quadrlvium docmty ac totum fclhtle fcivlty 

cannot fo well help us to judge of his Levirning as 
the reading of hi^ ovyn works which would, make 
almoft as many volums as thofeofhisDifciple 
Aquinas y if they were as well reprinted. It is 
not therefore to be admired, if fo many things 
may be faid of him upon the account of his ki;jo\v- 
Icdge, which being fo great and extraordinary ^ 
fome may very well ot eitt^ivcv\^ ^^>^\>^ 
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''' ■ ■ others, abfoluielytalfe and fiflious. To confirm 

ibis \scbiyc jokK Manhopdt Lum, who living 

fc-X'A Kir, abouc i ao yejrs fincci beld, ihoiigh contrary to 

■1l***tw.' ihzoy\nionoi Pal^ dor flrgil-, Mtt^ius, Aittyerns^ 

*•'*■ FH/iciyvUititf lars»ce^Riva>flt, Zez^ldWiiCid ill Aw 

. ihors th.it writ of the invention of Fire-workes, 

tluc AliicrtHs Magnui firrt found -out tbeufcof 

^.' ■ Canopj Arquebnle ,ird PiUol ; For 1 could never 

^ ,'. . £qd in iHnek A&thors tn^^ thiq^ibdt canie nea^ 

v'!' tbuoBinioD fiTetbacfuchulircittKMiitvereputin 

[.' '^''] \ fr3ra!eiDbuiime)aQdth«t>yaGennane..^i^ 

p '-^l^ as 0^«MMf, «nAucb(V«0cieili enough, 

«.' -conc«vcs>UT*(i)ntbeCjty o[C«//<«, ttbere.icif 

had raken tbe haUc of a -P^iw/iriVM^; 
And ibis nufcofiAenoctlitle wonder that the 
^ , . Alchymifts (hoald neverKtbitiltlKmofholding 

thisoptnion, fincc they itilghcliave done it witn 
much more reafont that) attcibute to bim thti 
knowledge of rhc PHlofophers fibflc,as hath late- 
ly done tbeir great favourer and abetter/^'tj^rMj', 
nhoisnoi a{n3n^'d«inhis^mW/»p0» the^lden 
(<f^/f oftbcis Nitioos,coaffirm) that Sc^mm- 
nlck^ bad it firl>, and that thofe to whom he had 
left it , communicated it to Alhertm Mxgnus:, 
^ wbobytheadvanragesheifladefif it, difcharg'd 

'in leife then thre* yearly a\l the debts of his Bi- 
fiiopitck of ^i/f'^^Mflf, and aftetwafds taught ic 
Sr. Themsj j^^Hirtas, wbi'c he wis hisdilciple. 
To y I'C this the greater Authority , he highly ce- 
lebrates three Boois of Chymiflrj-, which he m- 
tribmes to him, whereof (ince there is not any of 
ihemeither among the coHtfiion ofbis rtorks, 
/ «r /pecified itf the C«tiVo^^Ead:.<(C(.faitin.bY 

TtV 
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TrithemiHs , wc arc ^nly ^o take notice of that ^- 3. dt 
which Fran. Ficns faies he wtic, Of ci*}imejfe^cci ^^^^^* 
to ihew by the forgery of that, what account 
(hould be made of theochers>it being certain chat 
t/fltertHs Magms never contributed a thought ^ '^^^* « 
towards it. This nwy be provM, not only from^' ^' 
his laughing at the Alcbymifts and their jpretcn- ^^uq'^c. 
dcd Tranfmutadons in his third Book of(i)Mi-i'y 
nerals^ as (b) f^elcwloftj znd (c) Gi^'^^rrendca-c-.J/^^O^'^- 
vourto (hew^ (incc he there maintains a quite /wf^'li'**** 
conrrary opinion; but becaufe the Author of chat i *• *" ^ • 
Book calls himfclf therein, a Friar of the Order • 
of St. Francis , and faies he writ it in prifon. 
Thefc two circumftances, which mutt infallibly 
relate to John de Rufefcifsa^ eafily evince, thac 
Ibme Importor made it his bufinefle to play the 
Plagiary, and fteal it out of a Book he had written 
on that fubjc6k , todi\fulgeandgain it reputati- 
on under the name of Alhertus Ma^nus^ accor- 
ding to the ordinary cheat of all Alchymifts, who 
make this their common fleight to inveigle peo- 
ple into a behcfof their promifes, and by thac 
means, 

NoBcm peccath^ etfrasutihus addere nuhem. 

To come then to what is moft effential in this^ 
Chapter , and to what lies in our power to de- 
liver this eminent perfon out of the Quagmire of 
the Magicians^ as we have already drawn him ouc 
of that of the Althymlfts. This were foon donca jn catt 
if wc would but appeal to the judgement of Jln^Ui. script 
thonj de Sienesy and Father Jujtlntan^ who writ his ^^ciifirjk 
Life, or to take witnelTcs dilengae'd from all in-J^ "^"^'P^ 
t ereft or paffion, (a) Trhljcmhs, and (^ ) 1 . Picns ^ ';^^\!; 
of MirsndM/a , who abtoVvw.A'^ Ov!^^t\v>cKv\\^'c<\«i\.%^ 

^1. ^^^ 
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this calumny. Adding w;cbal) cbac when it is 
iaid that Allmns Magnus was add]6lcd to Ma- 
gick> it muft be underttood of the N^tund^ tor 
iearle(t tbe^falfe opinion of the concrary,tnighc 
give many occation to imagine that it were un- 
lawful for us to do what he hath done.. 

Buc fince all thefe Authorities conclude no« 
thing if iome apfwer be not made to che proofe 
ordinarily produced to blad his innocence (not to 
imentionihac even trom his youth, he had fucha 
particular devotion to the B. Virgin, that (be 
wrought fuuh sn alteration in his mind, that of 
an nnrefin\i and unpolifti'd o6c,ftie made it ca- 
pable of comprehending all things) we are to 

^jfivm dc^^^^^^^^"* that theie proofs have no other ground 

//g». /^cciE^r. than that of two Books falfly publifh'd' under 

"tom.i, /.5|.his name, and that Aniroldes^ which hath ^iven 

^- r'- ?i^ occafion to thoulands of Fables and impertinen- 

: • cies frequent in Authors. . 

d Dcp»ve- F^^ the two Books Francljcsis (z)PicHSy at)d 

not. L 7. (b) Delrlo agree in this, that it were an cxrraordi- 

<^. 7. nary injury to think this hoiypcrion Antlior of 

b DfCqr/if. j^ ^j- ^^ Mirabilibus^ and in thcie words clear him 

l.i.c:^' of ir , Alberto Magno tribmus Liber de Mirabi- 

Wbvs-i z'tifiitate ct fuferHhiotte repertuseft^ fed mag^ 

Ko DoEl or! partus fuppojit it lus. ' To which F. ricus 

adc!es> that it is iallly attributed to him, as many 

orhcTswere, as, amorgthe reft, that de fecret is 

Mulicrun;^ iince Albertus is not fo much as nam*cl 

at the beginning of ir , as he who hath writ a 

Comment upon it would pcrfwade us ; behdcs 

fhat it is cafily pcrceav'd, ihat the Author of ir, 

whoever he was, liv'd iom.e time after him^^be- 

ciure he oTcn cues his Authority. So that all 

rAe quJi.el now \\es ^^tL\ti& vW vTvv\\\ii^^^^ 

M\ttoht 
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Mirromr of Ailroloffy where is treated of the 
ajpproved and tbrbidden Authors that tiate writ- 
ten ofthjt Art. This is condemn'd by Gerfo^ 
tnd Agriffn as extreamly lupcriUciou?, and by 
f. Picns and divers others, becaufe the Author of 
it maintains a very erroneous opinion in favour ot 
Magical Books, which, with fubmifTion to better 
advice, he holds, fhould becareluUyprelerv'd, 
becaufe the time then drew near, that, for cer-. 
tain reafons, not rpecify*d,men wouid have occa- 
sion to read and make ufe ot the m. 

To clear Alhnus from all fufpicxon of Magick 
upon the account of this Book, I can produce no 
better teftimony than that of J. P/Vi#/, a perfon 
more fit to judge of this difficulty than any other, 
who in his firtt Book apainft tAJhologers . main- 
tains that the Treatife De Lihris licltis ct ilUcltlsy 
was infallibly writ by R. Bacen^ whofe cuftomc 
it was to cite and produce fuch 'Authors in all 
his Books, which cannot be obferv'd in Alhertas 
MagnHs. Befidcsthe laid R. Bacon was fotlrangc- 
ly addifted to judicial AWrology , that Henry 
d'Ajfui^ fVillUm oiPsrh^znd T^cholas Orefmm^ all 
very eminent Doftors, thougfu: themfelves ob- , 
lig*d to inveigh againil his work?, and all the va-. 
nities of Altrologers. But be it imagin'd thisi 
Book was writ by Albertus^ I fee not why his: 
affirming that Magical Books fhould be preferv'd 
by Inqnifitorsy and perfons of like Authority 
fhould make fo much noife, fince that about loo 
years fince, it was the advice of Revelln not to* ^tlfd 
bum thofe of the ]er»es. [ a ] Trhhemins is of the |j \\^^}l 
fams opinion, & [b] Vafqutz., faies peremptorily , j, ^ j/ 
that Magical Books are neceffary , and Magicians ti{^. la 
permitted by God for the ^TC^t« cwv^^^"^ ^*^- 



bertiBes and Athiefts> who bytbis ineanff migfit 
be drawn to acknowledge tbere are other fub^ 
Dances (ban what we judge of by the finger and 
the eye : Qw ^dm!jfoj laies hc^facUim In eamfcft^ 
tcMtlam adducAntur ut nume»aliqHodfareaftpHr^e$ 
n$agis ab Ath^lfmo dcterrcMntHr^ quo avidtus Adan 
glcis 4inlhHs find^nt , qmd pifi inter HAUtlcos De* 
us fermifijfcty fcpne omn^s iff Atheifma verfaremur. 

To which concurs alio La[lamim^s^hitnhc(z\ch 

lb Jt J)emo€ritHs^EficMrMs^&. Dicdorckus would noc 

have io conBdendy deny'd the immortality of the 

Soul y M^go aliquofrafemcy qui fciret 4:ertis cdr^ 

a Afud E' minibHs cieri ab inferis dnImdSj et adejfcy et fr^ber^ 

mn. di r, hf^ff^apis qc$^is vidind^s^ ct loaniet fmur^prd' 

<,ea.t.c. dicrrc. 

1 7. AfU. If after all this Albcrtus be charg'd with any 
t> 5. vecad, rhipg of Magick^ it mud be on fome other pre*' 
^^''^/^. • tencc then that of thefc two books;^ nee it isclear 
queft. c. X f^^^ ^^^^ jjjj^ji jj^^j^ j-^y^ ^Yizx, he never had any 

c i^ l.fli^ hand in them, All therefore wc have now to do5is 
^'g.^An- to refiKe their errour vyho arc pcrfwadcd that bra- 
Zhr. /. * . fen heads made under certain Conftellntions may 
d A^' // ^y^ anfwers, and be as it were guides and Coun- 
sddcnde *^'*^''^' "P^" ^'^ Qcca(tons,to thofc that hdd them 
Via syrif ^ thpir pofleffion, Amon?, thei'e is one [ a] Tepesy 
Syncag.i. who affirms that flenry de Villelne madefiicha 
^' *• one at Madrid ^ broken to pieces afterward by the 
f'li[fm$i' ^^^^^ o(]ohn 2. King of Cafiile. The fame thing 
cm. I. ^^ afF.rm'd by [b- Bartholomew SibiLus^ and the 
tomU' Amhor nf ihc/mage of the worldy of^/Vg/V; by 
f^J>ifqfiif. I c] fVlUlaof oi Maimsbury^ o\ Sjilvefter '^ by [ d | 
'• **.^' "** }^f^^ Gotvery of Robert of f^lKcoln;hy the common 
^ ^'n' % \>to'p\to{ England of Roger Bacon '^ and by [ e"] 
' \Dc\Z'on'^''fi^ [fl Cr^rfirofVenice^ 

iiantlL]\s]D^^r!^y^!^^'^^^7l^\ ^^g^fi^% Lil Pelancre 
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and others, too many to mention > of Altirtus 
Mdgnusi who, as tbemoft expert^ had made an 
entire man of the fanfie metal , and bad f'pent 30 
years wtchouc any Intertuption in forming him 
under feveral Afpefts and Conftellattons. For 
example • he made the ^/^ /> according to the faid 
TofiatHSy in his Commentaries upon Exodusy 
when the Sun was b a Sign of the Zodiack corre- 
fpondent to that part, caiting them one of diverfe 
Meuls mm together > and mark'd with the Cha- 
racters of the fame Signs and Planets > and their 
feveral and necetfary Afpe^, The fame method 
be oblerv'd in the Head, Nedc, Shoulders, Thighs 
and Leggs, all which were fafhioned at feveral 
times , and being put and fafiened together in 
the form of a Man, had the faculty to reveale to 
the faid Albtrtus the folutions or all his princi-^ 
al difficulties. To which they add (that nothing 
e loll of the llory of the Statue) chat it was bat* 
ter^d to pieces by Sr. Tiomasj meerely becaufe he 
could not endure its exceffe of prating. 

But to give a more rational account of this 
Androidcs of AltgrtHSy as alfo of all thefe mira- 
culous heads, I conceive the original of this Fable 
may well be deduc'd from the Teraph of the He- 
ffrcjvsy by which as Mr. [a] ^^^^ affirms, many J^*^^ 
are ofoDinion, that wemuft underftandwhatisx^^/^*^ 
faid in [ d] Gcwjis concerning LatM*s Gods, andbr. ?i, 
in the firlt book of [c") Ki^tgs concerning the^ ^-J^- 
Image which ^/VAo/ put into the bed in IXtt^/^x 
place. For^. fieazM' holds that it was made 
of the head of a male child, the firQ born, and 
that dead-bom, under whofe tongue they apply- 
ed a Lamen of Gold, whereon were engrav'd tne 
Cbara6iers and Infcripdons c£ ctx\ivDL ^V^'cir^'^ > 
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which the Jevrs fuperflicioufly wandred up aod 
down wicb^inftead oi tht Urim and Thummlmy or 
nhe £fA<>i of the high Priclt. And that this Ori- 
ginal is true and well deduc'd, there is a manifell 
Ttrg^. ^* iiM^V/W,in that Henry £ AffU and Bartholomdw 
dtead.l,t^ SihikHi affirm^that the AnSroid^s oiAlberttu^ and 
*• <• ^- the Head made by Virgil , were composed of 
Be(h and bone > yet not by Nature buc by Art. 
But this being judged impoffible by modern Au- 
thors ) and tne vertue oi: Images , Annulets ^ and 
Planetary Slgi^ being in great repuution, men 
have thought ever fmce X taking their opinion 
from 7>/y"«i»^^(/?«/ affirming in his Afcleflon^ that, 
of the Gods > ibme were made by cheJSoveraign 
God> and others by meny who>byfome Arr^had 
the power to unite the invifible Spirits to things 
^ Ts ^^^"^^^ ^^ corporeal, as he is explained at 1 arge by 



^ ^3* * by St. Angufilne) that I'uch Fiaurcs were made 
of Copper or Tome other Mettal, whereon 
men had wrought under fomc favourable Afpcfts 
of Heaven an3 the Planets. Which opinion* 
fince it is the more common, it is fit we earneft- 
ly buckle with, and (hew that it was not without 
reafon refuted by St. Thomas j fViUidm of Paris & 
Nifhnsy as falfe, abfurd, and crronious. To 
prove this the more cafily we are to prcfuppofc^ 
that Ipeech is the aSion of fome thing that is li- 
ving, and is not performed but by the voice 
which is defined by St. Thomas^ after Arifiotley 
SonHs ab ore animalisfrolatus. For itmuft needs 
be granted, that, iftheic Heads fpoke, it was ei- 
ther becaufe they were living and animate, or 
that the Daemons fpike in them. If the former, 
rAe Soul whereby the^ did it, muS be vegetative, 
Icnlicircy or rationiV. It co>M tio\.\«- •u«^ct<i-^ 
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tlvtf becauie^ tccordtog co the facnlties of the 
{aid Soul ; liich bodies Chould be ranked amoiig 
FUmsy be sQuri{b*d, increafe and produce cbeir 
like. U could not ht ftmjitii/e > for tbac^ befides 
the faculHes of the yegecaohre Soul, ic prefuppo- 
fescwomore) which are particular co ic> and ne« 
ver granCed co chofe Scacueff. Much lefle then 
can ic be rur/^^^, *unlefle we grant wichal, chac 
they could apprehend the Species of cbings^ dif- 
courle > remember cheoi) and, in a word, be like 

Moreover^ if chefe Headf and &acues were re«- 
tUy fuch, chac if, living and animate ^ it was ei« 
cher by an occideiftMl form or a fnhJhnitiMU ; noc 
the Brit, ac leall according to che opinion otall 
Philofophers » who wiU never granc, chac to 
difcourie, co (peak, to tekch, co forefee whacis 
CO come ^ and fuels eflBc6bxan depend on an ac- 
cident, aiid noc on a Sobftance. The iaccer is 
lefTe poffible^ becaufe foeh Statues could Aot re- 
ceive chac (ubftamial form cill they had been de- 
vefled of whac thej hadbefore; which there is 
no colour to imagine cbey (hould have done by 
a (imple fraofmiication of figure ) fince the iom 
of the copper and of cheir maccer was Bill fuch as 
ic was WDtic CO be. Furcher , I would ©ladly 
know, where was th^tMmoff^zh^fit^hMicitfm 
of lite ; where their /iw/w, the fluces of all 
knowledge ; and, in a word, ( noc co ravel our 
felves into choulands of diflRcul ties , anting from 
theoriginaland operation of chac So^l ) where 
were the Pares and Or^z necedary for cheir 
dilcourfe and raciocinacioo. 
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Nor does ic araile any thing) co grant tbat tfae ' 
Ddmons have fpoken in them ; for it muft be 
done either 9s the Soul does in our Body^ by the 
affinance of its Organs, or as one (hould do that 
anlWers in a Cheft> or fome broken pot. The 
* former way is impoffible fuch Statues ocing not 
furni(h*d with ^iyir/!r/, Lungs^zTiBfiglottigy and 
what is requiiite to a perfedt arciculacion of cha 
Voice. The latter is at ridiculous , fbr^ if it 
be true, why /hould chofe men uke fuch pains to 
make a Man rather than a Trumpet, or a Head ra^ 
cher than a Bottle, (ince the Devil might as well 
anfwer by the one as the other, and that if he 
hath heretofore uttered bis Oracles in Statftesy ic 
was to engage men to adore them, to the con- 
tempt of their Creator, whereas there is not the 
leaft mention of any Idolatry, in the Stories of 
chit Androldtsy and thefe fine Heads. So that 
we Aiay well conclude with the Royal Propher, 
The I Ms of the Gentries drc Silver andUold^they 
have mouths and/peak^ uoty nor is there any breath 
in their nofirlls ; all wc hare to do(^the reaibns of 
X> %> de Trifmegifind being fully refuted by Nifhm ) be- 
oiemonibus ing to (atisfy the Authority oiTofiattssyonc of the 
«,x».x5. mod ancient and molt authemick Patrons o(ylU 
bertHi's jindroldesj that fo we may at length give 
a final fentence againlt the vanity of all thefe Fa* 
bles and pernicious faUities. 

I mult indeed confcfle, that Toitatusswxs the 
molt learned,nay the miracle>if I may fo exprcffc 
my felf, of the learned men of his age; fince that, 
being Counfellour . to the King, great Referendary 
ofSfatn, SLtid ProfeJfoHTyin SsSamaneay of Philo- 
fophy, Divinity, Civil and Canon Law , and all at 

the lame time , he hath tk^^jcxxfesX^fe >«wt^ti 
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iuch large axu} laborious ^Commentaries 9 that 
were we tsoc certain be dy*d at ^iorty , %hty were 
enou^ to perfwadc us be had \iy*d an entire age. 
Bat when I find him affirming therein many; 
things jullly accounted fabul^^ by the World> as 
for inftance> what is faid concerniBg th^ binh of 
the Prophet Merlin^ the ^gick of l^ir£iiy a ira-- 
(xn had ch^t'difcoverM the Jewes in Sfainy a cer* 
rain earth in Hebron that was good to eat, the 
AndroiJ^s of AlbmHs Magnusy and abundance 
of the like , 1 cannot but look on them as fo ma^ 
ny black patches of his humanity ; nav> if we ap- 
peal to Scaligery we muft ingtnuoufly acknow- L. x; A 
ledge > that hoc oftentauonU vltlum jmt magft^s PltmtisU 
vlri^ytitglotattm congererent dmnld^on'm nihil relt • '^^^^hi 
quljfe^fcd Ht mhll nefclvljfe vlderemnnTo rc-inforce . 
which Argument^f any {hall with Arlftot/c infift) ^tlaa U7\ 
that<:ommon report cannot be abfolucely falfe, 
and confequendy, that To many Authors would 
not have fpoken of the Androldes ot Albertusy if 
forr cching had not been in the wind, 1 fnall final- 
ly rnfwcr, That my dcfign is only tofliew that 
he could not by the help of iuperftitious Magfck, 
make a Statue that (tiotild give him anfwers in an 
intelligible and articulate voice , upon all the 
doubts and difficulties he proposed thereto, as 
well o f things prefent as to come ; and not abib-* 
kitely so deny that he might compofefome Head 
or Statue of man , like that of Mcmnony from 
which proceeded a fmall found , and pleafant 
noife, when the rifing Sun came ^ by his heat> 
to rarify and force out , by certain fmall Condu- 
its, the aire which in the cold of the night was 
condens'd within it. Or haply they rhightbe 
like thofc Statues of 5oniiis^^V«xv& C^Jvo^tfmt 



i^'- •■ ■ TherriffiytyafMACICK. '^m 

£,».«»- ^i*'^'"S faid) MetalU mu^iunt^ DlemcdJs iM in 1 
0,^^^i.trtitt^eiidnti Afiens aigmtinfihilat-, *vesjimn- 
i , Jmt fritlnn'mnt , « y«* fropT/am vacevt Kefcium, I 

. d^fre lixlcediMm pro^A/itur tm'mere camllenic ; for 
fn^ I (ioubc not DUE msy be made by the help of 
clut part of Natural Magick which depends on 
■"- rile Mathematickj. Ic were therefore much more 

; ." iWonil ihus to inrcrpret whatever hath been 

idi oi th\s ^idroicte I, than to prortitutc there- 
pncation of Alhenns Magnnsy '"Robert of Lincoln^ 
;, ' abdfomany other pcrfons of coniiderablcquali- 

^to the judgment of certain AuthorS) who are 
'■^ Weafilycarryedaway with the flender affurance 
" ' ■ " of i commqn opinion, 

Qi«« vtris addtrefalfa 
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CHAP.XIX. 

OfthiP^fchSjlvfiter II. Md Gregory Vlh 

f A S ic was DOC lawful for every one in the old 
Jl\ TdSamenc to lend a fhoulder to uphold cbe 
Ark of the C6?enaoc ? even though ic were ready 
CO fall, fo thefe are a many chat chink it were noc 
convenient, that all kinds of Writers undercook 
the ddfence ot him whom Christ Jefm hath lefc 
as Head and Vicegerenc of his militant Church. 
Thereafon is, that being pcrfecuted by the ene- 
my of mankind, who hath taken into bis fervice 
all the modern Herecicks, the better to oppole 
bim, and ib to tirike at the foundation of fpiritual 
Monarchy, He fliould employ nd other than 
fuch ChrilUan and Catholick Hercules^ as were 
Beilarmiffty Baronius^ and the ornament of Gafco- 
ny Florlmundus Remunius , to whom ic properly 
belongs co vindicate the injuries done to the Suc- 
ceCfors of St. Peter^ to purge their Annals of er- 
rours , and to heal their blindneffe who are imr \ 
prudently carryed away with the forgeries & ca* • 
lumu ies of Hereticks^ And yet (ince, as TenullU^ 
an faies, every one may be a Soldier in what con- 
cerns cbe defence of Religion ; and that God 
was pleased to make ufe of the (ling of a poor 
Shepherd to aba te the pride of , the T'hiliftinsy we 
may prefume (yet without fearching into the fe- 
crets of his will to find out the caufe oiUzMih*t 
death , for endeavouring to uphold the Arke) 
that , as he permits the Devil to (et upon the 
Church by the means of the moft inconfidecablc 
Heretick, fo is he not diipltiVd tVoi ^tk^ t^scn^ 
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Ko ido^ as to wliat cfliKitiiukhb a 
wfaerewUb che fimplidcy of fome andeiu: i 
cbpcs^ tbema^ctf iiMhirp Heimii:k$> v^m 
blaft the repucaabn of chofe if he hkft fat at i 
bdmjdititot.iAdieqiKdicyof Pope^ Nocri 
lam .iQ lUMKhrifed as CO tbiqk uck uipoctf 
•ilaiMis. in iny seed of my|^> fipceiusi^ 
cnoi^b CO idcue k ielf> Wkh cheaffilianoe. 
the boW Spiric whoneret focfakes tc,* jEkom foi 
:aii accjwciotiy aDdcooiotomeaUcheciiiilpdl 
otti barricans of 4Qcb caltunniesy 

But being bochby the relacioo of a Gacholkl^ . 
cbe jtick o| cbis Apoloi^ obliged to. chis dncjiy 
mi^ well be laugbVl ac» if prefnmiog tor viod 
cate all the eminent perions> I fliould forget n 
felf fo far^ as not to lay fome thing of thofc) whi 
by reafon of their dignity > are the moft hi^ 
coofiderable. And this the rather, (ince I witba 
pretend to draw from this Chapter the llrongd 
Aigument that may be> to jviMRt all the orbei 
mentioned in thisBook>whQm no msin will here 
after wonder to find cbarg'd with Magick^ wba 
even tbofe who command usasLiverenantso 
God) and whom we refpe^^ as the high Pridis t 
Prelates of our Religion could not ayotdtha 
reproach. Yet as Cod never permits errour ib u 
jnfinuaceinto any thing of importance^ bot chen 
is light enough to difcover it, ifa man will loo] 
but narrowly thereto ; fo in this cafe, fo mt 
ny juftitying circumftances offer therrifelYes; 
MDd there are fotna^'(tQ(C)& lo undeccnine tbi 
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very ground-work of thefc accufttions that men 
mutt needs be eicher ftrangely paflioiKtee or igno- 
rant, it, having everfo licdereafonor jUdgmenc 
they do noc perceive 9 that all chofe ching)^ which 
concern the Migick of the Pofes^ are nochihg but 
' DreameSi C fifties In the Aircy Chimarit^s & failles. 

For to begin wich thofc that are leife furocfted, 
and by confequencc may the moft eafily bof vindi- 
caCed , I conceive the firft charged thoiigh buc 
flightly> with this crime, was-L^pthe III. to 
whom is attributed a little Book called^ £»ri&/- 
ridion Leonis Pap4 9 contra omnia mmdl fericuU , 
containing abundance o^Crcjfes^ a many name^ 
of God, and the Cabala > abundance of myfii- 
call and unintelligible words. Whence ic haply 
comes.that [a]-Lf Loyer and \\)]Delrlo do,wich rcz-^Defpe^ 
fon> iau^h at thofe who think that Book was j^*"^-^* t* 
fent by this Pope to the Etnperour Charlemagne ^i^ %qul 
finceitconcainesonly a certaineTI&furg-^ very flat ii/ ' 
and ill mana^'d which yet Ibme have fince endea- 
vour'dto dilguife in /r^/y under the name of St. 
Ubald Bifliop and ConrcfTour. But as for that 
fending, thcresno more likelihood in it then in 
what is related by Emannsl Be Moura^ who fayes, ^ -^ ^^ ^^ 
that there being a certain SchoUer in the Citty o(fa!f(cf. i. 
Conimbra , who hcal'd wounds by vertue of ccr- c. 3. a^- ' 
taine words and prayers , the comnfion report <^* 
was, that they had bren firli lent by Pope Sixtm 
V. to John oi jif^ftria , then in war againlt the 
Tffrk^^ to be uf'd in order to the curing of his 
wounded men. For as the faid de Ahnra affirms > 
the SchoUer gave him another reaibnofthe ver- 
tue of thofe prayers, fuch as had no coherence 
with that of the Common opinion. 

Next CO Le9 III. mi^ b^^vw \.\\'i.'^\ft^Tv^^^ ^ 

S ^^ 
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or rather Chimera , Johpf the eighth y bthenrnfe 
called Pofc Joan , a very knowing perfon and 
one that had write a Book in Magick > as Bal£m 
and the Cemuriators affirrne) if that Achilles o( 
the holy fee, andthePatroneof Papall honour) 
FlorlmHndtisRemKndHs^zdi not undeceived us as to 
that fable 9 difcoveting the popular Errour which 
had kept it in vogue, and Inatchin^ icoutof the 
Trophey which Hcreticks had rail'd thereby a- 
gainL^ the Popes, lb to turn it to their own fhame 
dnd confufion, there being not now any among 
them lo unadvif^d as to prelume to revive it m 
his books, unleffehe es^pectstobe immediate]) 
ceclai'd a malicious perfon in the fuperlativc d^ 
gree, or one very eminent for his ignorance aod 
wane of Judgmcnu Having not therefore anj 
thing to adde to what that learned Counfellouc 
cf the City ofBonrdeoHx hath laid of him ^ I (hall 
ip.\(kio Marti Pi 11. whomlfliallnotacknowlcdg 
jnHly charg'dwith m.igick though P/atinus faid 
of him, that ma/t's artibus Pomlficatum adeptw f/. 
For we are to conlidcr it meerly as a reproach oJ 
l)i^ enemies, and that that manner of expreflioD) 
ircqnent inP/atlmtSy even in the lives of divers 
Other Popes who were not Magicians, mnftbe 
i\T)(i2vl\ood oi ihc favour y violence y coyy-Hftien^ 
Stmonyy and a inany other unjuliifiable wayesi 
whereby Inch as endeavour the latisfaftion oi 
iheir ambition more than the tranquillity of thci: 
Confciencc and the well fare ot the univerfal' 
Church, may happly acrain, though not without 
abundance oJ rroublc^ that fupreme dignity e 
£cclefiafticall Monarchy. 
]ic pyj^frg, ^^ that Catalogue, if wc credit Wicrns, yft 
K i, r. i, muC 



tWiR jidde all chpfe indufi.yely who jiad the 
C^iai^e ftpm ^j/veSter II. to (Sregorj^ VII. thac 
is abpijLC ififceeiie or Uxteene. Buc'fince Benm^ 
a (cli^il^acicaU Cari^pfilU vvtao made a Cacavtogue 
of the Popes that vy^ e Mag^iciaiis 9 reckons bgc 
fo^qr or fire, chat really were i'uchjviz; SjlvififriU 
pcnt^lSt IX, Jphh XX^ and XXII. and Grc^ 
gory V I li three whereof had never bcpn fiif- 
peaed but by pcca(ion of the other two> I think 
I nc;cd do nb more then fliew wh?t this Be>ixo was, 
and endeavour the particular vindication of Sjl^ 
Vi^er ^^n^iGrego^rJ fo to clear them all together of 
that calumny, and difcovcr how little reafon met! 
have h^d to be corrupted lb long by the Leaven 
of,this,eri:oneous opinion* For when 1 refleft oil 
the £rltandmoft ancient Authors from whom 
this.kind of injurie bath bsen derived againft the 
fucceCfors of St. Peter ^ Icantiot but fay with AfU^ 
lelus , ferln']uriHm eFt el fidcm infe]orihus habere , 
t,Hi in pfellorlbHsnon haberes ^ and confeqiiently 1 
fall into a double admir;icion ; Firft,at the fim• 
p icityofamany oiontDemonografhers^ndi mo- 
dtXTizJilfi^rUns-i who fill their Books with fnch 
triviall ftorics and fables taken out of thole Au- 
thours.wi^bputanydifcretion. Secondly, at the 
inveterate malice oiHereticks who, to fatisfi'c 
the envy ^nd hatred they bare the holy See, 
(whojc ruine they have as much confpir'd as ever 
Ji4^mJk44id thatot Rome) make it ftill their bii - 
.fitieffe to l^c;k out thofe calumnies and reproaches 
which good Authours cannot furnifh them with, 
in the fepukhers and common fliores of Schifma* 
ticks, and, as the Civilian Michael Ricclm hath ^/>/»^/»j{,i. 
well bJDlcrv'd* Antlquosc^ p^aKufcriprosllirosiK^^'defi^ 
Ut^brops iHcis laboriofeevolvum ct ex f aiiAo -^v^l'ocrt^'^^^^^^ 



;{ j that City was inhabited only by Exiles, Rog 

* I C:iupurles» pi.llorY*d pcrfons, and all the drc 

" ■ ;ind offalls of the Country ; So may it be tr 

laid, that (the depraved parages out of the 

thers and Coiincels only excepted) all that fo 

C'ataloguc is only a heap of their flircds and I 

ir.ents who had before either kick'dagainft 

Church ; or been cutt off from it as rotten 

I j . ./gangren'd Member?, fuch as, among a millio 

ii [ j others > was the pretended Cardinal 1 Be^noy \ 

^ made it his bufines to give ws the rcprefenta 

oFa bad Pope in Gregory VII. as Xenophon did 
I } of a Vei'tuous and accomplifli'd Prince nndex 

i I pcrfon oUjfrus.VoT I can hardlj believe that a 

^1 1 could fay luch ttrangc things ot the wickc'dcft i 

[ ,. I Ion in the world, as what this Author laics of i 

I ■ ; ;i Pope , and upon his account of Sjlveficr 

\\ 'John XX. XXI. andi?w^/ftIX. who,if wci 

I oelievchim, did by his Magick, force wot 

tn run iifrer dim fhrouoh Woods andov#»r Mn 
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friend and Confident Gerard Braxjttus^ and had fo 
well Learned Magick of TheofhjUEt and Laurence 
Sjlvefiefs difciplcs, that he Icatter'd fire when he 
fhook his armes , and lent ont thunder-cracks out 
of hisfleeve.' But this Auchour I'peakestoo li- 
berally to be believ'd) and (inceitwashisdefigne 
CO traduce the Popes , he fhbuld have done ic 
with more modefty and judgment , and fo not . 
have given [a] Delrlo and [b] Florlmunius Remun- a Vifquif^ 
dm occafion to Imagine his Book fuppo(ititious'*M*-^» 

and forg'd, at the eruption of ^^^^^^^^^f^^-^chyji^^^^ 
or rather that he might have avoided the dillalle 17/ 
of the more re'brv'd and confciemious amon?^ 



thofeof the -Sffor^w^r/W, and particularly [c] ^.^'^^^^^' 
f^gner , who hath thefe words ot him , Cardinall ^ p^'^/^^^ 
Bennoffeakesafteraflraxge mjiKner ofthePofes of where be *^ 



t 



thefe times ^ as alfo of the tHeanes whereby they ar- fpeal^cs of 
riv'd to that height , I kptow not whether he be an ^^^^ ^^^^ ^fl 
Authoftr that may be credited, or no. Adde to that fL^jTr^l 
the Cenlure jiven or him by Pafynpu Majfany m t^e yg^r 
the Hidory hehathwritten with too much liberty ioo5- 
of Conicience of the Bifhops that have governed ^ 
the Church of Rome; for fpeaking of Sylvejter and ^ 

the injury done him by accounting hun a Magi- 
cian, hefayes, Ataueht^jusfabulainventoremfuf- 
picor Bennonem fresbytemm Cardinalem : is enim 
oiloHUdebrandi mult a qnoque de pradecejfor! bus ejus 
fi^git-, (juos ob mathematicas dlfclfUnas velut Ma* 
leficos damnat-^ et hanc de SylveHrro narrat fabulam. 
Whence may eafily be inferr'd that Blbllander tabula tU. 
hath a mind malicioufly to deceive us, when he 
aflfirmes , in his Chronicle, that this Benno was 
created Cardinall by HUdebrand , with whom he 
was in great fdendlhip, whereas it is evident ttvax 
that di^niry was confert'doT\\vvta\>^ xJcv^ KwCv- 

S 3 "^^^ 
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" Pope C/(p«?mI 1 1, atidthit hccvetfollo\y*d th^ 
party of the Emperour //^;?r7 IV, a Schifmattick 
and cxcommuriicared perloh. To which ttiiy be 
added 5 for confirination , his Letter fibiurid at 
the Couritell convened by the Cardinalls who 
fided with -ff^ir^ and bis Afltipope, agaiftft Ur^iM 
1 1, and thofe whom they cah'd favourers and fol- 
lowers of the Hcrefics invented by Pope Htlde* 
brand ; to difgrace whoih) Ultrkmus Bifliop of 
T^remberg and all the Partifans of the Enriperoor 
fcatter'd abroad abundance of Challenges and Li- 
bells, as it is ordinary with Princes to be ever 
well furnifliM with fuck Advocates and defenders 
of their Caufes, be they good or bad. 

But as this pretended Cardihall Benno-^ apcrfon 
equally difcarded both by Proteftants an^ Catho- 
Jicks, fcems to have done all he did out of a let 
defigne and purpofe, to calumniate Gregory VII. 
{o murt it be acknowledged , that Platinns^ an 
eminent writer of the lives of Popes ^ hath 
too creduloufly embraced what was laid before 
him by Martin dc Citeaux and Godefrey of Mon* 
month -i in hi5 Additions upon Sigehrty concti- 
ti'in^Vop^Syhefierj to reprefent him to us as a 
famous Conjurer and Magician. It were much 
better to fearch the truth of this ftory to the boc- 
tome, andnotto trufl; either ihis Martin^ who 
had been already deceived in the lite ofPofe 'Joan , 
orG^/Zr/r^/^whoentertaines us with the fine Ro- 
mance ot-^rrW and his Prrphet -/l/irr//V/. For 
had he purlt • J hisdehg^ie, with as much integricy 
as he was obli^'d tohayedone, thofe riciculous 
fables, fo frequent in his Writings , would not 
give vs at this day occifion to think him not well 
affe6i:cd cowards ihe V^vz^ ^ \iz^^^^ ^\ Y a^i \\. 
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who devefled bitn of all honoars and dignities af- panL fdz 
ter he had put him to the Torture. Or haply he in El0j,iM. 
made his advantage of whatever came to his, hands 
taking all for current mony 5 To by thofe fegaries, 
to humour the Readers , and (liew he was not ig« 
Dorant of what others had faid before hiim, than 
not that-he gave them any orcdic himfelf. 

The fame judgment may we pafle upon Martin 
Htts PolonHs who publifti'd Ibch another Itory of 
SjdveBer in the year ij 20. for it is clear that he 
hathtranllatedallhefaycsofhimj in his Chrom- 
loglcdll Suffutationsj out of this Godejrsy who liv'd 
about the year 1150. and one Gvrvafe an Orator 
of the City oi Aries and Cbanceliour to the Em- 
peronr Ottho III. but withall the moft confi- 
dent forger of Fables and the moft egregious Ly- 
cr that ever took pen in hand. To prove which^ 
there needs no more than the reading of his own 
Book 5 Deociis fmperatoris , where all he fayes 
is fo extra vagant> and" at fucha dirtance with 
reafon and both ordinary and extraordi- 
nary pofiibility, that the Fables of %/£fopi 
and the ftories of Amadis are a hundred times 
more credible. Befidcs, not to make any diffi- 
culty about the diverfity of Coppies, and the 
Additions made to this Martintis Folonpu^ it were 
more prudence to conclude, that this authority 
cannot any way prejudice Sjlvefier^ not only for 
the foregoing reafon, but alio becaufe he tires us 
with fuch abundance of fabulous things in his 
Snffutatlons , that it were no leffe lightnefle of 
perlwafion than want of judgement to credit any 
thing he fayes of Sylvefier. I produce for telU- 
mony the tales he hath ftollen out of the ^oc^^ 

S 4 ^. 
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de Infantta SdvAtoris-i and tbofc he makes upon 
the hitiory of P//rfr^, of the Greeks, who would 
tieal t he bodies of St. Feter and St. fanl^ of Sjl* 
veitcr's Dtagon , which deflroy'd every day fix 
thoufand perlons^ and chat of another chac was 
of lucb vali bulk that eight yoke of Oxen were not 
able to draw him to the place where he was to 
be burnt. To which may be added thofc of -^r- 
thf^r of Britain 9 of the Prophet Merlin , of Pofe 
Joan^ of the Golden Letters of a hundred pound 
weight a pcice> which C harlemsiigne bcflow'd on 
twenty three Monafteries he had toundediSc abun- 
dance of the fame lluffe good iornothing but^with 
the help of a cradle, to rock little Children afleep. 
Andlartly? fovf^incent d*Beauvaisy and -^»- 
toffine de Florence who may have let fall fomcwbac 
oftheMagickofthcfePcpes, IfhalU with Afel^ 
i<ip.^^,dfchior Canns, and Florimundw Remnndtu^ confi- 
f P»r«'^ dcntly affirme , that though they were creditable 
^^'^' perfons, yet in regard rhey have not been at the 
paines to confiderwell the places whence they 
have taken their Stories , nor weigb'd the things 
they have left behind them , they are of little or 
no A\itho ity among Juch as cannot brook it, to 
fee the Nob'e name of Hiftory upon tha Portalls 
of thefemonllrous Edifices built of Material Is lo 
confus'd and different , fo far from being folid 
^nd well cemented, I have been the more lar^e 
in anfwering thefc ancient Authors, becaule^ 
ihcfc foundations once undcrmi'd^thcre's nothir<y 
foeafy as to pull down the luperltruiiure; fuch as 
are^ the Ai^thoriiies of Nauclertts ^ FuticciHS ^^ 
Goldaytj Gualtertis -, duFieffis^ BaUw^thtCentf*^ 
rmtors^ and a whole Ant-hill of LuthersKs and 
Cahinifis who have mOc\ tcvv^Ocv cvvi\^^\v^ ^ tnics^ 



ly^ranfcrib'd out of thofeAncientSjbut made on 
all adiiioDS %o chefe plaulible relations. Not 
at they were fo (imple & llupid as to take them 
:true> butbecaufe they imagined all makes for 
2m that hurts their adverfaries, and thought this 
id ofbattery would prove very etfe£hjal, by the 
linquencyof 2. or 3.Pope$)tomakea Breach in 
z veneration due to all the refl:> and to reproach 
: whole body with the imperfe&ion of fome one 
its members ; Bit cffim^ as Sidonlus faith, hdc 
dtdam vis malts morlbHSy Ht itmocemlam nmkitft- tibs.EftfU 
tis devenufiem fcelera:faHCorHm^ . ^ • 

TolcvelU therefore, this Tower of confufion, 
lich, in fome of our Hiftorians & Demonogra- 
icrs , want of judgment ; in Hereticks , envy 
tred and malice, have engng'd them to build up 
the diftionour of the Monarch of the Church, 
>on the too fimplc and eafy credulity of thofc 
icient Authors, we muft begin with this G^r- 
n^ or Sjlvejler 1 1. He, they fay, was Mafler 
Magick to four or five of his fucceffors, where- 
thereis more ground to acknowledge that he 
IS the moft vertuous perfon , and greateft Light 
to all manner of Sciences, of the age he liv'd 
, it being much more eafy for us to give an ac- 
►unt of ms learning then the place of his ex- 
iftionand manner of life, tillhearriv'd to the 
rchbiflioprick of -R/:f/W. For fome, accord- 
gto the common opinion, affirme, that he 
asfirftaRelioiousmanatF/^i^r;', oiSx;Bififtct*s 
)on the Loire. Others there are that hold 
e contrary , orounding their opinion upon 
hat he faith himlelf in one of his Epiftles to the 
mperour Otho til. wherein he openly tellj 
my that he had? fromhVs CVaXdViSio^ ^fecsf^ 
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his Father and Grandfather Oth^ the Great 9 k* 
fore he was entertained into thefiarviee of jiJaL 
hero Archhifhop of Rhelms. But the true ftot) 
is, that bdng chofen by Hugh Cafctj to be Tuta 
, to bis Son Rolen -^ he conferr'd on him that Ardh 
biflioprick) whereof being devefted by ^ifa 
XVII. he retird into Germany, toOth§l\ 
who committed to this charge P^i^ 1 1 1.and gave 
him, by way of rccompcnce the Archbifhoprid 
oi RavcfiM'^ which he peaceably - enjoy d , till 
that) his Difciple coming to the bmpire^ he was 
by him ordained Pof$ and maintained againft the 
Romans in the dignity of fupreame Bifliop. 

Thefe things well con(ider*d , I fee not upoB 
what ground Martinus Polonns and Platinm mi!- 
reprelent him as a Magician. For I pray <» wha 
lilcelihood is there he (hould quit his Friei*s frod 
to go and learne Magickat Toledo^ SAlamAneA\ 
or SevlU , the Metropolis oiAndaluz^la in Spain, 
when he never ttirr'd out of the Abbey CiFIcurjs 
till he was taken thence by Hngh Capet , or as be 
faith himfelf , fpcnt his youth in the fcrviccof 
Otho I. and 1 1 ^ And is it not more probabk 
he (hould arrive to all thefe EcclcfialHcall Dig- 
nities by the favour of two Klxgs of Froftce and 
three Emperoursy to whom he had done great and 
confiderable fervices, rather then by any afiiflance 
or induftry of rhe Devill, who never yet was fo ". 
goedaMalter astobeftowa haU-penyon all the \ 
jDifqmf. Magicians, notwithftanding their moft remark- 
b S/.'' *^^« bcggcry, as [a] Delrio, [bl Bodmy [c] Afajeliy 
fiomj s.c,$ R^^Ji and all Authours knowledge? And ihk 
c lib.i .de- they fay proceeds frbm the fpeciall providence of j 
mnola, God, who hath referred in his own hands the i 

^'^' power LOtnn^\iVCi^viXDAv^ii)S^ * 
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and rewards according to the Plailnnlilt,T*f«f>rr6 
is the Lords 4nd thtftUnejfe thtraf; he gfefkih hik 
fj^fidy sindjillcth evtrj living thi^ t^ith Iflejfingy 
hcgiveth Unto ever J onei and 4pirdtdeth not ; in his 
left hdnd 4re riches andglotj. 

Nor is thferc My more itiatrrow ifl What b added, 
that, having bfccii ibfwfefd by thfc E)evil, that hi 
(hould not dy till (uch time as he had faid Mafs in 
Hierfifalehhnc was cxtfeamly furpriz"d upon war* 
iiin« given him that he was near bis death, when, 
hot'fninding any thin» he faid it in thi Church ot 
the Holjf Crojfe in Hierrffa/emjXfhich is in Rome^ 
As if he (hould be ignorant there Was a Temple 
in the place of his conftant refidence called by 
that name, or (hould not hav6 reflefted oh thfe 
ambiguity of Or/«r/tf/, and would have celibtated 
Mafle in a place unknown to him^ But what is 
faidot his^j^^ is much niore flat and ridiculous, 
at Icall, if vve could but be periVvaded, that, a's 
M^^^rtiKm Polonns. and PlatlfiUs affirm, he rnade a 
publick acknowledgment of his fault j and that 
after he had given isiUjircd exprdfions of a fincerc 
and perfe^ repentance^ he committed a thing 
cxtrcamly fupcrflitious , ordering that his body 
(hould) after his death, be put in a Chariot to be 
dravvh by Oxen, without any body to guide them, 
that it might be buried in the place whefe they 
fhould ftop. That happened before the Church of 
St. John Lateran , where the fore(aid Amhors 
with divers others, affirm that his Sepulchre 
gives a certain prefage of the death of Popes both 
oy a fhock and cra(hing of the bones that are 
within, and by a great fweat and moiftneCfe of the 
flone witfapu't. as is obfervablcvaccotdino^^o Pi*- 
ff/s^sin thc:JPfisaph f^tuipoiiYt. 
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But this is all pure cheat and impoflurei 
only as co experience , never any fuch thing 
ving been obierv'd by any one to this day; 
alfo as to the Infcripcion of this Sepulchre coi 
pos'd by Sergim IV. which is lb far from maV* 
any mention of all thei'e fables and extravagan 
that> on the contrary, it is one of the nioti covk 
derable teflimonies we c^n have of the ^ood lib 
and integrity of this Sylvejter. And indeed icb 
nofmall (hame) that many Catholicks (hould*! 
much countenance this caiumny, when Mdrk' 
ntu ScotiUy G later ^Dirmdrcy HllgaKdtu^ Lambat^ 
and Herman Contrail^ who were his Cdntempo* 
raries> make not the lead mention of it. Not to 
urge; that it is refuted evenbyfomedif-paflionate 
Hereticks, as Vigner in his Blbliotheca^ and Pafj- 
riHsMaJfon in his liifiorj of the Bijhops of R^mi 
where fpeaking of Svhefier , he faies, P/arimim 
mlramnr confiitam ae eofahnlam mortaliufn aures 
ita fenetrajfe^ ut fiunc qnoq^ evelll ex flurimorMm 
memibHA nonfojfui and fo concludes that all this 
Tragedy came from Cardinal Benno*s invention. 
Ofwhich opinion is al(b Baronltu^ wholpeaking 
of him, faies, // fmt frimni fingendafabuU archi* 
teEltu , CH]us authorem nomwkjfe folum^ Jit ref^ 
tajfe. But it is withal Vlgner*s judgment, that it 
may be very likely the Romans , haply not (aiis- 
fy'd with Sylvefier ^ as well for that he was a 
ftranger, as becaulc the Emperour had made him 
Pope without their Eledion,and that he exprcfs'd 
more earneflnefs and affeilion for his fervice than 
their inconftancy would permit , added ibme- 
what to the fufpicion, in that, he being well 
vers'd and excellent mth^ Mathematlckj ^ they 
ouf oi their ignorance \Vv^tt;vtv^\o^>^^^^xJwCTL 
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, _iS difallow'd and damnable Sciences. And this 
■ mndced I am the more enclin'd with La] Cidconnsf^ '» ««'^'« 
J l^b] Genehrdfdy' [c] FUrimnndus RemundtUj and J^ cS^<n 
' Id] JDelriif^ to affign for the true caufe of this fufpi- /^,^ ^^^^ 
* cion, in that we are certain of two things which looi. 
° may confirm us very much. One is, that he flou- « '» Wj 
xi(h*d in the pth age after Chrift, which was ^^K"^ 
incredibly rude, barbarous, and ignorant. ^^^Tvifyuir. 
other, that he was certainly the moft eminent, /. i.^«^^^ 
or one of the mbft eminent perfons of his time, as '^. 
well for matters of Stace, as for Learning and the 
knowledge of things divine, humane, and liberal. 
Ofthis we have pregnant proofs in his own £p/- 
Jths , and the Decads oiBlondns • besides his in- Decad, i. 
timate acquaintance with the Mathematickj j^-^* 
which was fuch that he could difcover and difcem 
better than any other as jifulems fayes, temfo-iibA.Fh', 
rum amhttHS^ ventorum fiatus^ et Stellarum meatus^ ridorum. 
fonltruHm fonora miracula, fyderum obliqua cHrrl^ 
chU^ Soils annua revcrticulay and with the help 
o( the Mcehanlckjy make many rare andfubtil in-* 
ftruments. Ot that kind were thofe Hydraulicl^ 
Machines which WiUlam of Malmsturj^hycs^hc £. 2. je 
made with fuch induftry at Rheimsy that by iotCQ geftis Reg;. 
of the water they made a fwcct harmony ; or that ^^i- ^' ^ ^ 
C/ocl{ , which as Dltmare relates , he made in fuch 
manner, that it difcover'd the Pole- Star; and that 
Brafcnhead, which was done with fuch ingenious 
artifice, that the faid William of Malmeshmj was inhUad' 
himfelf deceived in it, when he attributed it to ^'^»^ .^f* 
Maglck* Adde to this what Onuphrlus faics, viz.. ^* ^^^^ 
that he had leen in the Library of x\\tFarnefeSy^^'* 
a learned Book of C7M|P!^tf«7 written by this 6er^ 
tcrt^ And for my part (not to meddle with the 
opinion of ErfordUnJisj and fome Qd^^^s ^Vwc% 



■ make him Author of C/acks and the ArirhM 

,>;'^' ■" pow among us) Ithinkthele proofs fofiiciefl 

■V- ,. evince, that tbole, who never had iieaxd.o)£i 

^■'^^' Pftrakelogrami 'i Dodf^aedra't , Almicgmh^ 

I ^ Vial f agora ' j, ^Lmftgrif^'s-, Cathnlfcm'sy and q| 

*-i -: terjns, frequent among A^thmaticifiw ■, iq 

tk .-f. well irpagine thay were certain Ipirits lihat t^jj 

',._;;,'■ \o:Aced,and that To man/ axtraordioary xt| 

_ „' ;. . cpold not proceed but from a man that had |^ 

' . . Vbjw AS bim aua9)|4lo^> Mdft^^ 

•■ . JivftJigilKWifrila^iaibeviAdicmotiqC 

XMbWtor^Mrif^ra^ .'uaficipimiihisg^ 

iocbuiScl)Dllc» «adJiiftiGuUrly<i:be::Mwbf 

.^MHoiWywbo b t^nV^by.tbeinAriibs^ 

liae leoflt Magi<]i ^s&tS^hmfixr.t Jw4 <uti|ft 

■ .' AWrM(^or^n»«^.V-I^ Ttii^j«|Qe« a 

' ' oucjiUed^iigiUiy ,otbQrfroor>ib4jBitI)ic.tiiB 

very JDtipauty^uainced V(ffb tboih, atid 

(jeiltoodTcrywell, abd could interpret chei 

iogof'Birds , as, for experience :(ake, he .one 

^ac ^Mtf, befoie , certain Prelates iipQf: 

SO^daiul meeting vvkha SparioWi/tharbj 

xbirpic^ acquaionedhis companions of a Cart 

5' ofWheatovcrturii'd at tfie Oate called ^ 

aod that it was muchibitbeit advantage. - 

fbequcfiion'b»rhctliCrb£tlie,inorc cenluca 

jifiiw,.wbo forg'd.tbe fint^.upQO Xuch aoo 

L4;*.i. .done by-*d(fflfi«»;«; in J!hU«Jtvtf*fi ovdnt 

fi vit* Mmw^t jwho was fo blinded by paSipn ^ 

Af*****' quote icasirueandAuthencickwKh all thcti 

mt^onedof fiff^ei^iV M. leAi be Ibould- Ii 

ouuBytblngtbatmigbt/iwell upihis My^tr. 

Inuffi^, 'Aod yec .this. pretended, Cardina; 

forcM -coiaGkBanledgc' ip- ^e I'a^ .pl^ce. 
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Vope SemdiSt I V. ( f»hom he hach as Ikde 
£9,sour loTy zs any ot the reft ) and this Arch- 
..lu(hop Lumeficc were very well skiU'd in the 
! wJMathcmaticks, And Bdronms (hews^ by/the rda- ^^ . ^^^ 
: lion of Pnrus Damianusy cbac this Archbifliop ^^ 
: was fo far from having any band in Magick^ thar^ 
s 'on che concrary, be was ainan of a veryboly life> 
i and> upon che account of bis good works> after 
j his deacb> put into che number of cne BleiTed 
I Saints^ Which thing, were there nought die 9 
were enoagh to anfwer that fcandalous LibeU di- 
vulged by BcMffo or the Lutherans to hUA the me^ 
mory and reputation oiVoipc Jiildeirandy who 
could expeft no lefle then to be befpatcerfd with 
thedecradions of chat mercenary Author? when 
he had before felt the indignation of his Perfecu- 
torthe Emperour Jiemy IV. For ihi? implaca- 
ble enemy of his in two leveral Affcmblids of Bi- 
fhops in Germany held at AdaJAnce and Btixifuiy 
becaufe HlldihrAnd had twice excommunicated 
him as a Schtlmatick, and devciftedhimofallhis 
Lands and Dignifies, caus'd him to be declar'd 
a ptrJHf^d ma»j a M$tnherery a Necr9mstncer and/a 
Hermckjy fecringupagainft him, as Anti-Pop^, 
Clement \\\. fometime Biftiop of RsuvennAy nqc 
omiccing any thing he imagined would be preju- 
dicial CO bim. This proceeding ofthcEmperour 
was chat encourag?d the modern Hereticks to be 
fo outragious againft this Pope, as may appear 
by the writings and bitter Satyres of Goldaify 
GaHlttevy Balausy dn Ple^^ and the Cemuriatorsy 
who call him Sorcerery jidnlterery Sodomite^ and ' 

by a fimple clinch, Brand-ef-Helly and all, becaufe 
he was one of*the greatcft pillars that ever were 
of che Church, and, to fpeakofhimfisxceteX^^cA 



witfiout paflion, he it was that firft put her into 
poffcflion of ber privHedgcs , and rclcu'd the Pa- 
pacy from the flavery itwasip>tothcEmpcrois. 
Not CO note that he is fo highly celebrated in 
'^L.S.cbro' * Gtnebrardy by a great number of Authors^ that, 
nol ad an. fitKC MdrU^HS Scotus and &• Anfclme, who were 
chrifli [jig concern poraries>(ay nothing of his Magick, no 
'°^^* more than Maninns Poloms, Otho Frlfingenfa^ 
Hngh of ClHny^ L^nfranc^ Bernard of MarfellU, 
PIdtimSy NoHcleTHSj Maffon , and many more, 
who would not have been fiienc had they difco- 
vcr*d any fuch thing, it were ab folute barbarilmc, 
in us to credit what this Btnm faies of him in par- 
ticular. Upon his text have the Lutherans and 
Calvinlfis written their Comments never ipeak- 
ingofthismaU) but in the burning fcaver of in- 
dignation, and ever dipping the pen wherewith 
they draw him, in the gall of their own paffions, 
purpofely to make him, the moft filthy and hor^ 
rid monfter that ever was clad with humane na- 
ture, never confidering that their actempcs arc 
da(h'd to pieces againlt that Corncr-Honc on 
which J. Chrift is pleas'd to build his Church, 
and that they gain nothm^ by all thefe calumnies, 
but fliame and confufion to them!elves, fincc 
that, a s TertulUan fait h , Tc/um aliquod in Petram 
conflamifftmtdHrltlelUbratHmy rcpcrcujfo in cum 
qui emijit rccifroco imfctuf^vir. 
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CHAP. XX. 

r 

f 

Ofjofifby Salofinny affdthefFifcmen^ 

WEre we CO judg of a mao]^ Authors mch 
a rl^oftr fucable co ih&likertj chey cake 
CO condemn even the moft eminent men; or be 
fo fevere as co accu(e 8c convi£^ cbem of their im- 
pudence by the telUmonies of their own forg*d 
(jalumnies: I conceive we might well rely on 
what Plato fayes in his Lawes, that it is a temera- 
rious iiber.cj to pronounce of wh.^t is known and 
unknown with a like confidence > whereof he 
who ha^h once exceeded the limits^ will never 
afterwards be confined thereby. For if we rcfleft 
on the precedent chapters of this Apology, it is 
eafily oblervablc^ how that divers Historians and 
Dimonografhers have taken fuch a Itrange free- 
dom to charge all ibrts of men with Ma^ick) thacy 
HOC concent to have impeach'd Vhllofophersy Phj^ 
Jictarts^ Afirologen and others, they have pals'd to 
Monkesy Bljhofsy and Pofes^ nay (pare not thofe for 
whole good life and integrity we have the fecuri-^ 
cy of the Scrlpure, never confidering the dange- 
rous contequences of fiicb an impeachment, a^ 
well in regard of the diforder and fcandal ic would 
occafion to fnch as are devout and truly Chri[tian> 
as of the ill example which peribns of loofe lives 
might thence take, according to the faying of 
SarisbertenfisyP ortiks it cltlns nos corrumfftpt ex^ 
emfU magnls cum fubeum ofilmos Author thus . B ut ^.* ^ ? ? 
fince Ihave not hitherto charg^Mtbem\Nv\VOvKv.'\^^^ 
pudeucc, I /hall forbear aVfo it\ \\vv&C)a^^^^ -^ 
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where they are the more excufable, for that what I 
they lay ot the Magick ot jfofefhySalomon^ and the I 
H^lJ'e >»^;?,'cem? to be deri\'d trom the authority of I 
certain Catholick Authors and Po6lors> whom I 
yec vvc fiiould not too rigoroufly tax with the lit- 1 
tie reafon they had to teach any luch thing, by I 
realon ot'rheir candor, and the lincerity or cheit I 
doftrine otherwife. I 

. . Not to determine therefore thefc three Qucfli. I 

ons but with a modetty fuitable thereto, I think, I 
that if the colle6tion I have been forced to make I 
of ib many fooleries and evident extravagancies) 
, hath bred iomc little choUer in me, the6clUvaj 
were to difchargeit on the ordinary madnels and 
impiety of onr Alembick- Idolaters and Alchy I 
milis. Thefe are a fort of people ib ftrangely b^ \ 
lotted wiih the Philofopher's hone, that, bavin*' 
found outthefccret Mylterics thereof under the | 
Metamorphofes^lh^ ^fteldyzht Odijfe/jthc loveot 

Afitick^^ and i^'^;/Miif'/V/<.reprc!encations.and there 
being nothing but the Script/ires to make any fur- 
ther icarch in, they have been fo prophaneasto 
take the facrihce o^ (he A^^fe,' and the miracle oi 
. the Jncnr?hu'ion for Emblems and figures of what 
^mSi' they found to be literally cxprefs'din C7e>w//,thc 
^wiuil '" ^^^ chapters of the Prophet Efdrasjtht Cnmicles^% 
Conrad &i\\t Apocalyffe, concerning that Soveraign tranl- j 
otbcYAl- mutation. Thar,thcy fay, vvas a thing infallibly 
chymfls. known to the good man, Joby who bytheaflR- 
ttdnce of it multiply'd his wealth fevenfold; to I 
Abr^ham^ who w3o»d wars againfi 4 Kinos . to 
^ofeph who of a fudden became fo powerful -^ ic 
Mofes who turned the molten Calf mto afhesJ tr , 
Gidcc H who re ^r efcvatd v\. vxv^^t ^ ^^^^^^^'w^ ' 
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fioL a golden one as that of the Argondtksi to Sa- 
hnwi- who made no more account ot Gold than 
of pebie-lloncs ; to St* John^ of whom it is faid in 

Jnexhanfium fert thefaurHm^ ' 
Q$fi de vlrgis fecit aHTMm^ 
Gimm0isde Lafidtbus : 

and laflly to St. Dominickj^ who taught It two of 
the moft learned men of his Order, Alhertus 
Magnus^ and St. Thomas^ All which extrava- 
gancies confider'd, it may well be faid, 

^rahfuderly quantum monalU piUora cdcd ^.^y ^^* 
NoEtit habent ! > 6. 

andadmir'd, howfuch irapertinencids andblaf- 
phemies flioiild be harbour*d in the hollow 
brains of thefe melancholy perfons, who, for re- 
compence of their rafhnds or ignorance, deferve 
no leffe than to forfeit the name oimen , fincc 
they have loft that which denominates him fucb, 
judgement and reafon. 

This premised, we come to explicate that paf- 
fage of Gfw/j, which hath given divers occalion chap:^^^ 
to imagine, that Jofeph^ fon of Jacoby and 6he 
highly commended by D^i/;^a9*the Image and p/-^^^ j^^^, 
myftical reprefentation of CAri/?, was addiSed to 
all kinds ot fnperftitious divinations , then in 
vogue among the t^gjftians. For, from what 
he caus'd his Steward to (ay to his BrAhren who 
were conic to buy co^n in t/€gfptj fpeAkinf, of the . 

Cup, // Mt this tf in which my Lord drlni^x h \ -^.tA^^^* ^-*^*^ 

whxt he Qtys himfelf when t\\t^ \N^i^\)to\\<gj\\?*^ ^* 
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V. 1 f . before him> fVotji mt thai fuch d man as I am can 
certainly divinef Some have imagin'd chat he pro> 
fclVd Divination, which he performed by a cenain 
kind of Hydronuncy, doing it cither (imply bv 
the cup, as is ordinarily doDeby fomeChryftal 
velVel , looking-glafle or any thii^g that is clear 
and Imooih , or by the means of the water that 
was in it, as Jfilian the Apoftate didj and th^fe 
who at this day (chough it be ill and fuperlliti* 
ouHy done by them) difcover the thief 8c thingf 
lolf, in a Viol or Bottle. Or lalUy, he did it by 
the inipecUon of certain precious lionet which 
were fadned within it. But certainly it were no 
bard matter to deliver this great Favorite of God 
!i'om lo dangerous a fufpicion, if we will but fol- 
low the common opinion of all the Doctors of 
the Church, who, in y^rrr/W would only findc 
out a way whereby he might be excus'd from ha* 
vingaddiclcd himfelf tothe pra6li!eof ihatDi* 
\iivition , wliereto he indeed had notib much a 
contributed a thought. Nor need wefcarch fo. 
^ ^ any other explication than ihdn of PetrHs Bergen 
^^2^*^ '. A^) i^ it bc! true, as he affirms, that inflcad of wha 
Ttcfifi, ^^^* "•^'^'^ '" ^'^^ vulgar tranflation, ylnignorat, 
b a^Hafl, qptod non fit fm ills mci In augur anii fciemia i Th ' 
^t^.mCcn. Hebrew Text will bear this, Know youfjotthai 
- ' Vj fi ^^ ^^ caf^for great Lords and Princes^ fach as I am^ 
\^^(Lftn. ^^ co?ijHlt SoHthfayers and Dhlners? wherewii". 
m Ytfi. ad -^gvf f was at that time well furnifl/d. But fince 
1. this explication bath i^ot been yet acknowledged, 

4 i.itun and thrt the vulgar verfion, authorized by th 
cTT |, Counccl of 7r^»r, admits the words before reci- 
^Map^a i;.tcd,vvcmay, in the firft place with [a] Theodore , 
'J'rT/rrr. Sr. ] b 1 AiigujlW.e^ St. \<i\ Thomas^ (. d 1 Tofiat%i 
<-• »Q^ Asid (cj I'urrcblanca^ ^^\v^ ^V^'^^l^ S.'^^ 
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this ironically^ alluding to the common opinion 
then current over all iEgypc, nay even in lirangc 
Countries > that he had bee^ a^vanc'd to tha*t 
dignity by the happy events of his Prediilions; 
or to daunt his Brethren and make them the 
more guilty, as having taken away that bowie or 
cup^ whereon depended the continuance as well 
as the original or his great fortune > and that he 
foretold things that (hould certainly come to 
paflfe by the means thereof. 

This explication may be thought the more 
probabIe> in that when he commanded his Stew- 
ard to put thatveflel intoihefackofthe young- 
clt, he only faid to him, PHtmycHfythefehercHf^ q^^^ 
in the ftcl(s momb ofthefoHngejty andh'rsCorn>- ^, 2^ '* 
money ^ not mentioning it to be that whereby be 
was wont to prefage and divine* Whereas when 
he commands him to purine them and to bring 
chemback) he gave him Hriftinrtruftionswiac ' 
he fliould do ancf ray> Ujhfollojv after the men^ and 
having overtaken them , fay unto tbem^ inhere fore 
haveyerervardedevU for good i Is not thh tkeCnp 
in which my Lord drlnketh^ and whereby indeed he • * - 
divineth > ye have done evil info doing. Whence 
it i^ clear , that the addition of thefe words, and 
whereby indeed he divinethy etin quo augurari folety 
wasonlyputin the, more to trighten them, as 
that one of them fliould take thatveflel, whereby 
^ofefh had attained fo high a fortune beyond the 
ordinar^-fbrt of people. But if, nocwithlimding 
this reafon^ the words of ^ofefh and his fervent 
are to be underftood without any ambages or 
fiwlion> we muft confider what RufcrtHs \z\qs 
ef it> Vf ho obferves that the word aug^ttTaT*. K^Tvt^^^-^^^^ 
w tint plzcc cak«Dpredfc\^ wC\«m'^^o-.^^^^ *'^^^* 
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AC fomcthing, whether by the obf^rvation of 

birdsorfomcotherfuperftitiousway? b«t inks 

general acception to torefce or foretell things to 

, come by any way whatfocver. Thus did rllnf 

^Iflol 7.4. ^^^ younger, ulb it writing, to Tacirusy Anguror 

(wc fallit augurium )Hlfiortas tuas immortalesfU' 

'3ua{i % ^^^^^y ^^ which fcnle Hupenus and Pcr^riHs affinU) 

i»f.44 * that the fpeech of J^t/^/;/? may be taken, without 

G$n. * quitting the litteral, in that by reafon of the gift 

he had of Prophecy? he might make ufe otthc 

word augurarh and know future events. Which 

that he did, there needs no further proof than 

that of the interpretation of the dreams oiPbd* 

raoh zxid his Officers. To which may be added 

his detention of his Brethren for three daies in 

o£gjfft^ and then caufing them to be purfued bj 

his iervants at their departure , which might be 

fo intimate that the Ifraelites fliould fojoum 

there for the Ipace ofthree Generations, and that 

when they were to leave ic, theyfhould bepur- 

iu'dbyall that multitude which was afterwards 

overwhehTied In the Red Sea. 

Whence I leave men to judge of the probabi- 
lity there may be that he fliould have written the 
Book entitnlcd Sfcctilum Jofeph^ mentioned by 
a Antipa!. |^j^t Tritke7niHs ^ or that we may believe [b] Ju- 
il !-f^J" /?///<?, who rp^akirj; of the Jewes. faies that jV 

b I WAV, -^ , » 1 1 I • ,? I *^ rill . •' 

bifior, J^f" envy d by his Brethren, was loid by them to 
certain Marchants whocarry'd him into ^y£gjffti 
where in a fl-.orr time he learnt the magical Arts, 
an J ^rew the befl of any for the inierpretaticn 
of cre.iiT.s and prodigies, being not ignorant oi 
any tiling that could be known, in(o much thai 
he iorciold the ^KZ^\. c^^xOcv^Vv\d\^v^5^^nedin 
that Countrevj anci^Vot \.W\^^^o\^^^^ \^\^tici\v 
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vout'd by PharaolK From which ftory all that 
may be dravy^a, is, that he, Tacitus, and others ei- 
ther fpeak at random, or give a paffionate account 
of that people, and that God, who is pie as'd to 
give us a true hiHory of them by his faithful Secre- 
tary MofeJj Would not have us to Itand in need 
of the Authority of thofe prophane Authors, as 
to any thing they might fay confonant to what he 
hath left in his admirable Books of iht Pepita^ 
teachy 

It,from what is faid of]ofeph in the 44. chap, of 
Genefisj he hath been reproached with Mjgick, 
I think there is much more ground to imagine 
the fame thing of King Solomon^ becaufe of his 
great and prodigious Idolatry , confidcring the 
Wifdom he was mailer of before. For as there 
is nothing To certain as that be never praitis* J 
any thing that were fupcrflicious , while he con- 
tinued in the grace of God, and a right admini- 
ftration of the favours he had received of him ; So 
we mull needs acknowledge( to avoidZ/^ff^;//^/Wb'j^^.^ . ^ 
cenfure, who faies, that, eadem atcltasefi^ ^^^^c.^.' ' 
vero falptatis^ et tMndacio nomen vcrltatis impo- 
mre) thatpoflibly, forfaken of God for his hix- 
ury and Idolatry, he might fell himfelf overto^^^^ xjjy; 
all manner of vices andabhominations, and par- ^«j/?^ c.$\ 
ticalarly as [a] Dclrlo^ [b ] George of FcfJicc^^ To, i. 
and [c] Piwda aflfirm, to that of Magick, there ^,^^' ^• 
being thoufands of examples whence may ^^IttgJ^^ 
diawn this conclufion to his prejudice, thats^^. i. ' 
Luxury^ Idolatry, and the vanity of Divinati-p>o^. 8r. 

OnS> cL.7.di 

-> rcb, Salom 



*w TfjeiiijtorjofiAAUlfJK. ^ 

Et bcm eonvenUuny & in una fgdi monuwar. 

itgt^ ^. For which yvc have the teflimony ot St. Paul^ afid 
Ci/f^'s 11. vvhac is laid of King Manajfes ^ in the O Id Tefla- 
menc 9 thai h€ reared up ^Itars for Baal , aod i 
^^ . little after*, he obferved times and ufed inchoH- 
* ' ments and dealt with familiar jpirits and Wieautrds. 
And hnce women are more adi&ed to Magick 
then men , as is learnedly fhewnby the Civiliaf 
Tira^ueau in ^sCoffju^allLamshy the authori- 
ties qF Cieeroy Livy ) QuimiHan > Diodarm , aiid 
If. di nh. diverfe other good Authors , I make no queftio^ 
tioms. with Pineda J but the 700. wives and the 300, 
Coocubioes which Salomon had might eafity en- 
fnare him in a Lahyrinih of Charmes, divinattODS» 
drinks, and other fupcrfiitious pradife, whiihi 
if we credit Lucan^ (difprov'd indeed by Ovid) 
have a greater influence on that pailionthen any 
other , fince that he faycs, 



L 



Quas non concordia mixti 

Alligatulla tkori) bland^e^fote^tlaformXy 
Traxcrunt torti Magick vertigi/ie fli. 

But though we fhould allow this might bap- 
X>ci'\ to Salomon th:it wehivefaid) yet are vm^ to 
beware how we ) exceed much further ^ and too 
cafily be peifwaded, that he fliould Heal lb 
much time from his pleafures and enjoymeiw^ 
a sit would require to write fo great a number of 
Magicall Books as there are at this daypublifhV) 
under his name. This indeed is io great, that to 
prove they ate falfc aurib^itcd ^obvxv^we need 
iiOii2orc then maW ;vC«x.i\o^t.o\(>ixOcv^T^>\'«k 
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have been feien and cited by divers Aiit how. For 
chough [a] (Jrw^r^r^ make mention but of three, a iJB. i; 
and Lb] Pifieda but of 4. or 5 . yet is it eaxily /hewn^*^>tf»^'«j:t 
chat thcri arc a many more;, tor Altenus Magnns'^^^^^ 
in his Book of the Mirrowr of Afirologj quotes ,4^0?' 
five: the firll dated Uher Almaddl ^ the fe-biiiij.ifc 
cond, Liber 4. Annulorum^ the xhird Lihrdereb. SmIo* • 
n^vem t^andariis ; the tourth> iUtritm fignru Sft- ^^* ^* *9. 
Titnum , and the fifth de Sigillis dd Damoniacof. 
To thefe we may adde four mentioned by Trhke'ijh. 1. ht^ 
mitii , intituled, the firft^ CiavienU Salomoms adtip^^-f. !• 
filium RohQam^iht iecond Liter Lament^ the third 
LlberPefstACularumyVCid the fourth deOffcli^fplri^ 
tHHm. Whereto if we adde thefe three, viz,. 
that of Ra'7:iel cited by [a] Reucltn^ de Hvtbris 
Iddarnm^ mentioned by Chlcm upon the Sphere a li^. i#^- 
of Sacrobofco ; de Hydromamta adfillum Roloam^dtmt ca* 
which [b] GretferHs [zith^ he faw in Greek in tbe^^'f^^^- 
Duke of BavarU's Library. And lattly thatj^jj*^;* 
TeftamentHm Salomonls , out of which IVf • [c] htndiwJu 
. Gaainln ckch manypiflagcs written in the fame /iAm.f.io. 
Language, we finde that without comprifing that c i» notis 
called byldl Nlcetas ^ Liber Salomomus ^ '^^^^^^'^'ST* 
arc thirteen different ones, and yet withall ^^' J^Jt^^ 
thentick. Which number, might well engage 
us to make the fame judgment of them, as did 
fomctime Koger Bacon ^ whole refleilion there- 
upon I rnnll the rather quote, becaufe it makes 
fomethina for all thofe for whom I make this 



Apology/ Qj^lcHHJj^ faith he, mferune^piSd Sa-^^r*- '• 
lomon compofult hoc vel llludy am alii faplentes ^^'fflfiu^ggf^ 
putdum eft; quia non reclpluntw tjufmodl Hbrl/gf^^^i^ 



lomon compofult hoc vel llludy aut alii faplentes ^^'^^LiUfg^^ 
putdum eft; quia non reclpluntw tjufmodl Hbrl/gf^^^i^ 
fuStorltate Ecclefia^nec afaplentlbfisfed ^fednElori^YiCm 
bus qui mmdum declflum \ etUm C^ i^{iYi(njo^V\fcT5fc\ 
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^fWUU-pr txftrifntiam-, & m veheme/itiui hmi* 
■ , - , ,, ms Jiiiclant^ titulos fe-ttponunt famafes fiw aftri- 
. jj,>, X- hu;& (n magnis aather'thfis im^itdemer afcrlbmt. 
■*'»*■<". Tbil grimed lakes away all the diiKcuJty nuj 
-'.. . wife iboiitihe Booksot ^-f/owi"' > uniefieic be 
,' »rrf.J*;.«boiipxhatot£A-5rc/y»w, w^ii-h P if'cda afiirmUi 
_»«••'• ?y' eitbemot to have been wriiceoby Sa!omo» , c& 
''^•*?*X cttachedid it in the time of his Idolatry. And 
:.-. ;' jamethinksicweremoreratiomll, with ^w 
'ir,i . ■ /f*<W) Salmeren, Geaeiirard i ad Delrie^ to grant, 
.'. .) 1 -diatj during the ii;ne that by his wil'domc be I 
y " -knevif aiUhiiigs, andw:vsliU"d with good affetti- 1 
'■' pabyrealon ofhis iandUiy, hemigbt prcli:ribe 1 

' (Xrtuaforms tochafe awayDeviils, and to ex- 1 

', ' etdfepeoplcpoiier'dhythein; hith as were thole 

;/ J. .. pra^ltd byihejewSj inSt.Lkke, St. A4athe», 
';J2^_*,'^ andthc ASts. Such were alio rhoie, iS Jofiphm 
.Jlftif. affirmes , pradis'd fince by E/eaz^ar, wfto caft 
■.'JfaUf./MiDcvilloutoi ihe body of a pofleiVd perfou, in 

■ J^.t.^~ theprclence ofthe Em^erom fi'effafian ^ nocby 
'**- the vercue of a rooCt which could Daturally haw 

no power over Dxmons and Creatures purely li»- 
.' , ricuall y buc by the force of his exorcimu > 

J^AB***" which only had that power, as Belrloy [xj 0«/^ 

■ Sf'*' ttaxntu and divers others explainc it. 

Jr."**'' Fiotn thdeiwopalTagesofihcOIdTcftaroeiK, 
we come now to that o! the new, which is io cbc 
fecond of Mtuh. where tnention is made of the 
■wife men who came from the Ball to adore ^fm 
ChriJi, Ihaveoodefigneto repeat inthlsplwe 
a number of Fables, iDch as Vlftrtitst a Dr. iA 
Divinity and the Canoa-Law bath tak^ fath 
tMioHii. paincs to gather together, in the HiAoryh&buh 
bM^^ written' ofthem, it being enough to my purpofe 
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/4*^*» [c] MaldgnM-, [dj Biilletfger & many other, ^ j^ ^^^ ^ . 
who have written at large on this I'ubjea, what is jiuji;. 
Ac not to be omicted in this Chapter, and in it\\dEclog£gi 
wordsi to dilcover what thelc wife men or Magi ^^uolfx, tf, 
were^andby what means they had notice to come 
and adore J efus Chrift in BetbUem, For t he firft, 
the difficulty lyes in the Hgnification of the word 
Magt^ being either ambiguous and equivocall , 
(hat is/uch as many be underflood of enchanters & iHi/I./. 3. 
focerers; fuch as hgnify 'd a certain people among b Geoir.4. 
the Medesy who arc lb called in [a] HerodottiSy\o] ^• 
Strabo^^iTiA [c] Epifhamtu; and lattly might be (^^<ifi%^^^ 
of the Sages ot J Perfia, Thefe three Icverall in- fjcJ. 
terpretations have all had their patrons and fa-d ub. de 
vourers; [d] TertHlllan underftanding that paflage idololatrig, 
of the tirlt, Efiphams and Pamgaro/us of the le- 
cond J and Maldotjat with Cafauhon , of the laft> 
that is ior Mages , that is, the m.olt vertuous and 
moll venerable perfons among the P^r/ii^/, fuch 
as were in the fame reputation in tiicir Country > 
as the Brachamans^tztzmow^ikit Indians -i and 
the Druids among the Ganles. Which lall opini- 
on (eems to be the more rationally in that the 
word Magi is Perfian^ that it is the cuilomc of the 
Perjiuns not to accoll Kings without Prefems^ that 
the Evangelifi ipeaks of cbem as perfons of great 
quality and reputation j in a word , the Scrip- 
turc it felf lights as it w^ere to the truth, when 
it faycs, that thefe wife men came from the Eift , 
there being no Author that ever held there were 
any other Magi tiiat way than thole oiPerfia. Yet 
is there no necelfity to have any recourie to the 
fottifh imagination of Paraoelfw )\\ho would haveii^. dcvka 
ihem ride polt upon enchanted Hotfes^Co w^V^tow^*^^- 
(hem in leffe then th'utecti dvj^^ o\».o\ S!c> ^^- ^"^^"^^ 
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mote a Country , Gnce there's nothing to con- 
vince us they naight not fpcnd more time in their 
'**^i. ^* i^^f^^y 5 ^ St. ChryfoStome would have it , or 
iMftb. . ^crenotofthcnearcrt parts of that Country; be* 
(ides that Hiftory affords us many inflances of 
greacerexpedition and diligence 9 and that thefc 
wife men rid on Camellsy which go with ea(p 
after the rate of at lead loo. miles a day. 

This difficulty taken away > we are now only 
CO find out the meanes whereby the wife men 
might be advertifed of the Nativity of Jefm 
Chrlfi. In which fearch , we (hall not with the 
PrifciUaniftsy affirme rhey it knew naturally by 
themcerinfpcitionoftheStar, leltwe incurrc> 
with them, the cenfure oiSt.jiugHilm and Chry^ 
^ J fortomc. And there beino as little ground with 
wt.cil" La] Or/^f/r^ and St. lb] HIerome to think it was 
IN. revealed to them by D^monsy as it had been to the 
/»w/».i^ Shepherds by Angels, bccaufethis were to make 
Gfi^r. jhem Magicians , contrar/ to the truth before 
maintained, our lafeH courfe is to conclude with 
9 cap. s, Maldonat , thAt th^y had learned it from i he pro- 
^^' -phccy oi Balaam y that a new Star fliould appear 
at the birthof the Saviour of the world, accor- 
ding to what is faid, Orletur fteRa ex Jacobs and 
in eflfeftjthey (hewed no lefle when they peremp- 
torily faid> where is he that is born King of the 
Jem > for wc have feen his Star , fpeaking ot that 
Scarr*) as a thing they thought well known among 
the Jews fincc it was To much among the 
Gentiles and Idolaters. But the fubjef^ of this 
Ch.iptcr is not io much my bufincflfcasthato^ 
Divfnes, yet have I a confidence they will not 
wJIre It ill,thK I havedont. \N\\^x.\Viiv€.^ti.nd there- 
in /bJIoFv'd the do&rm^ asvd td<c^m^ts& c& xNxt 
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moft eminent among them, fothcbcttcrto clear 
up the cUfficttkies ariiing out of this Chapter: 

CHAP. XXI. 



w 



OftheFintrirgii. 

Hen I feriouily reflect on the Condition 
of tho!e learned men y who flouri(b'd 
fom or five ages befoie the reOauration 
of Sciences and difciplines in Esirofe ^ nothing 
feemes more miraculous to me then that the . 
mofl learned and bed grounded among our Au** 
thprs have appear'd amidd that Barbarifm like 
Rofes among thorns , or Diamonds on the de- 
left Mouniames. And this lb much the rather > 
in that at this day when we are encompafT'd with 
io great light as fliould make us judge of things 
with more caution, thole who £bould make great- 
eft ute thereof are (b dazzl'd therewith that they 
revive many opinions whole firft Autbors we 
daily dedame againft , either for their wane of 
judgment or ignorance. Whereof though the 
precedent Chapters of rhis Apology afford luffi- 
cient inftances , yet have I rc'er/d for this that 
which we have upon the authority of fa] Bodln * ^^^ 
and di [b] Lancre concerning the Magick of ^r- ^f 
gllj as one o^ the moft pregnant proofs may be /^ ^ 
given ofit, if we in the firft place coniider the re- anced 
putation of thcfe two pcrfons, (the former being tUege 
one of the moft efteem'd men of his age)ind then, ^^^ 
the litle ground they had to draw that errour, out ^^^' ^ 
of the workes of certaine Authors , that are but 
che dirt and dreggs of the moft Barbarous Wri- 
tcis, and who by the iropeiuxM»jCR& f&^a\^^ 
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tioDS teach us that the great Chanctllour rjfj 
England,^ VeruUm^ had rcafon to tell ii^, i: - 
.Aifg- hoc hahetingenlHmhumanHmymcHmAdfdidtim] 
It, Sd-Jfifffcerh in [Hf^rvdcaneli & fHtUitm fe a^terst. 
For can there be any thing imagind chat were 
more tamatiick, and difconfonant to common 
fenfe and reafon, then to fee the Phoenix of Latiie 
Poefy impeach'd not of that Poeticall Magick) 
and inry, which, by the perfeftion of his workes j 
bach charm'd the greatelt wits into an ioiitation 
of him, {uchtis otatiMi Sjlvimy and the Floren* 
tine Poet ; and gain'd him the Title of mofftx- 
cellent Orator with Q»imHa» , St, H!eromfy 
and Seneca; of Father of Eloquence with % 
AngttjUne , and to be the only man \Vorthy the 
name of Poet-y with J. C. Scaliger^ but o( 
the Geotickjy fuperftitious,and unlawtull. Which 
certainly had never becnlayd to the charge of 
this Ornament ofPamaJfus , had it not been for 
a fort of wretched Fabuliftswho by the excre- 
fcencics of their pittifuil writings have rraduc'd 
him, which yet I know not, whether I ought 
rather to quarrell with, than thele two moderne 
Authors and fomc other?, qHosfamaohfcura re* 
condit whoareloli^htof belief, as to rake fuch 
impoftors for lawfuU proofs of a calumny that 
turnes much more to their prejudice than 
that of l^irgil. For his life isfo well known, 
and whatever he did that were any thing remark- 
able, fo faithfully preferVd by a man]f Authors, 
that wc may well Deal ionifln^d atthole, who, at 
this day,would make ufe of the forgeries and fabu- 
lous inventions of y.or S.Barbarian flaves,and the 
opinions of the populace > to augment the Ca- 
ta \omz of Magicians mt\\ \\v^ w^tcva cfv \iwv5.^ ^^^ 
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and to entertain us with thoufands of little ftprics 
and fooleries , which, were they true 5 could do 
XJo Icffe then make him be reputed one of the 
moft expen that ever was in the Art. But (ince> 
on the contrary , they are falfe and ridiculous > 
xheydcftroythemfelvcs, there needing no more 
for their refutation, then to draw them up all to- 
gether to find, (it being prefuppofed that they arc 
Ull equally to be credited) that Dr. FaufiusZedc- 
chiasyTrois^efchelles sind the moll famous Conju- 
rers that ever were, have not done any thing com- 
parable to what they fay r/rf/7 hath, and confe- 
quently that they arc not to be ^believ'd unlelfe by 
fuch as will alfo grant, that 

0mm a ]ampent'^ fieri qH£foJfc negamur^ 
Et nihil eil de quo nonfn habindafides. 

But having raid in the firft Chapter of this Apo- 
logy that we are enJcbted to the Monk Hellnan- 
dtis for allthefe tables as finding; (according to 
Gefner^who makes him flourifh in the year 1069.) 
no Author more ancient then he that made any 
mention thereof, and meeting fince with the Col- 
Icftion of the Lives of the H'hite Friers ^ whofe 
Authour cites P'incent de Beanvals affirming in his 
mirrour of HiEloryzhcit ihc faid Monk liVd about 
the year 1 2 09. I am forc'd ingcnuoufly to con- 
feffe I was miftaken 5 and that the firtt Author of 
all thefe extravagances , is, in my judgment no 
otherthanthat Cj^T//«y^, who, Theodoric a Nlem 
fayes, was Chancel lour to the Emperonr Otko 
III. to whom heprefentedhisBookentituled 
Ocia Imperatoris. This is a piece f'-aughr. with ii&. a.* 
things fo abfur'd, fabulous & impoflible, as I have fctiifmai 
already obfervcd that^ 1 can VvwdVi^a^vci^^^^^'^'^^'^' 



in rhc lame place he aaVti a Shami/esto 
wherdnmcatneverfmcltorvvascheieali 
that he placed on one of the gates ol'che I; 
two grcjt images of Stone; cnc wiiereol 
tohchandfome indtJitrrj, thcother/^* 
formed, having this power, th.it if any c 
inonthcIideoftSe former all his affairs 
ed according tohis own dciires, ashe wl 
on the other, w,istin:oitunatcand dil3i 
in a\l things ; ttiJt he let up, on a hioh a- 
neaf Nsp'ei, a brazen StattiCy having in it 
a Trumpet which rounded lo loud w! 
North windblcw, that the fire and finoki 
out of thofc forges oll^ftlcany which an 
day feen near the City ot FoufoU, wcr 
back towards the Sea, without doing 31 
or injury to the Inhabitants. That it 
made the baths of Calaiara dl petra hagtie 1 
tadll'homa^ with fairinfcripiions in Le 
Gold, defitM iince by the Phvi'.tiins of 
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trrrow drawncotst) and fuch an infcription^ /jf ^9 
ontfirlki mcy IwlUfhcot off my arrm. Wbich ac 
lengch happened) when a cercaine tboie liriking 
the laid Archer^ be immediatlyihoc him vvuh his 
arrow> and fent biminco the fire> wUch was pre^ 
leacly excing iii(hed« 

Tbefe impemnences were firft tranfcribed out 
of this Author by HilmnnJiMs the Monk into hi$ 
UmverfaUChroHiclcj andthenbyanEngli{h man 
one AUxandcr Neckfim a BMidtBine Monk> who ^** **• 
relates fomeofthe precedent in his book Of the 
Namre andfr$fertj of things. To which he addcs, 
'.tut Naples being troubled with an infinite num* 
• xr ot infe(!itious Leaches'^ it was deliver'd> alToon 
LS f^rf // had caul*d z golden on^ tobccaft into a 
vvell: thathecompali'd his dwelling houfe and 
garden (where it never rain'd) wich an im* 
moveable fire«:me ofalroy wbich was inftead of a 
^Vall, and had built in it a brafen brUge^b^ meancs 
vv hereof he went whither hepleal'd. That hs 
*' d made alfo a Steefle with fuch miraculous ar«** 
urtce> that the 7w^ wherein it was though, of 
; '. <>ne«movM in the fame mannec.as a certain bell^ 
..iiat wasin it, did, andtdat both had the fame 
(hiking and motion. Befides atl which^ he haci^ 
made thofe Statues caird the Prejjfrvers o^Rome , 
which were watch'd night and diajtby Pneils, for 
that affoon as any Nation entertained any tbougbc 
of revolting and taking armes ^ainft the Rom me 
Empire , immedutely the Statue reprefenting 
that Nition> and adored by it y moved; a beU, 
it had about the neck rung, and wich its fmger~ 
it pointed at that rebellious nation , in fo much 
that the name of it might it be pcrceiv'd in vvd- 
ting> which the PrietUarr\ww\\v^^tcv^^\ow> 
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ecir,." '" •■ ■■ '■' ^'- ■■ ■• -.''*'•* ^^ ■ *• ■ 

Nor coi^M thii^betnifl^d' by.a<ctttthc Amm^ ^ 

^' '®^* fltcfif? Author^ wtio> laboik i icfc' years fincfei mi- 

^citb6W^t6mafcbaco*lcfti^ llm^ffbim 

loMeri^^niPofts. For coming to fjpcak ol'^- 

rkh^'ff^dirmt etfMm'^lvierdikiiiniicHt fM-& mirs 
ht.hxitfp in chc-foftnicntiboiHr'l^ tirMch 



BavT wcfl fincc toipffd out v#r#ii/ni one of cbc 
Lacibe Book of cljdi: Atimmtai hySpnfhmMnm 



ChampffTy iixijiiBmus tfe MH^y y^ho bach bccil 
^*"^'^;f folnciK^^ as tothJC fbcm into the 

in£ Scrips fecond part of his ToittcaiMar^drtte^ undex the 
w.ira^^ Tit\toiSfffttffCirMdjfHth9fffiif^'idkin0ifcfLM^ 

erttur. Nay not ci>ment wvi\^hac , be hath add* 
e?d {thfereto the flpry of a RomA^Cwiexam , ^ho 
having hang'd up VrrgU in a basket , half Traj 
down a great Tovyfer,* he, to be lreveng*d of her > 
put out of all the fife that waVin 'Rttme-^ making 
K wit hall impoflible to light it a^ain unleiTc they 
took It OIK of the priiry parts oftnat abufivc wo- 
man, which yet ft) iTktn could riot be communi*- 
cated one to another , fo that the whole City was 
obliged to come and yifit her. Add yet this like- 
ly ftory was no foonerabroadtiut one Cratian dn 
Pom thought it worth the infertinjg into his Con- 
troverfies of the two Sexes male and female ? ' 
ipnmtdi 2LtThoHli»fe 1534.. as a demonflration o: 
the malice and wickedneffe of women. 

Thefc fables I thought fit to faggot up together, j 
nnd rfiat according to the ordd otthoferhac have 
mjintain'd them^to ftve^vWcfeditwe f1x>ld«¥e a 
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thidgi withouc examining the fufficiency and in* 
cegricy of him chac firft advainc'd it. Buc it vyould 
take up abundance of time to fearch narrow iy into 
the bu(inefle of the Fly and Leach ; and it were as 
much vaine elory as importunity to rake together 
all that may Db (aki upon Aikolo^call Damps and 
Sculptures > which the Greeks called Stoecheiodis 
and the Arabians Tslifmanlcks. Such as were 
thofe of ConStantlnofU and diverle other fuch ^ra- 
ven Stones, on which [a] Cafaubony [b] ^^^'i^j^/y^^^ 
and [c] Camer0irin% have already made many ex- cum. 
cellent and curious ohfervations, either to exa-b /»*it /^r^ 
xtiine and refute, as well according to the rules of ^e rfrit 
Polyrnathy, asPhyfickandMetaphyfick, all tbe^- ^''* 
above- recited Stories, which need no-otheriblu- ^J^'^if^ 
tion then a good confident Negative. And that Hi/?o-/ir. 
the rather, for that ^^r//?^/^/<layes very well, del.c. lo. 
fahulofi fofhliticantibmnoHtil dignum cum fiudlo , 

imendere ; and in the firft of his Ethicks, A man ^'^''^''' 
ftiould not fpend his time fo trivially as to refute 
all forts of opinions , but only fuch as have fome 
probability and appearance of reafon» Since 
therefore the relations of thefe Authors are fitter 
to entertaiue Old wlves^ ThracUns^ and Abdertles^ 
then to fatisfy thofe who can judge and diflin- 
gui(h qmd folidum crepety we will difmiffe this 
crue of Barbarians, fuch as are rather to be pitti- 
cd than cenfur'd, to faiisfie the Authorities Ofcer- 
taine writers of greater reafon , and confequent- 
lyfuch as ought to be treated with more refpcdt 
then the precedent* 

Thofe who read the life of this Poet , thought 
to be-written by TibertHsDomtusy Maflerto Sr* 
lllerome, might haply bcfomewhat fortjcifed^ ^xjwd 
be guilry of tome litlc incWmuonw m^^^"^^ "^^^ 
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*n'pidon may be true , in that fpeaking of f^r^jh 

father, he (ayes, Nuxc^^uiJxm o^ificem fsgidnm^ 

flnreiMagicuiufdamvtatorit initio mercemtrinm, 

max §y ii%d»flriaf» gentritm tTMdidcrtiKt, Bmil 

Ommtnt. vreie.morelafetot'oitovvthe jadgmenc of Df^ 

vii.t. agteeingwith thatofZ.4«ri/«, who win not^- 

''Lt!^ *'low"ti»t Life 1 fuch as we have it now-, to haw 

'"* beenwriiienbythatanciem JJwuraf. ■ Forfina 

. faejgi^tsnotany reaConot iluicriiicaU ccnfiiie, 

Itbink, were there no other, thii rery lince- 

oot^ to make IIS account the whole piece coun- 

tfrfeic and that Vofidtm would never have com- 

,ii*-?:* mitied an errour , whidi Crixiim , and othen 

■{^.ijf.f.^f gating of rtiefame fubjeShave avoided. Not 

Canl imagine tint Johannej Sarlitcrienjix would 

liasc mcntion'drhis^My>»j?7thatforc*d awayaW 

othen isomT^aplei^ had it not been, from itei 

dory, though tabulons, to draw an excelleiK 

morallinlVription, andtotcacb usbjrthc cxjio- 

y\toiAmi*fim, which he haih in the four Chip- 

rerof his liook^fwa^wcnWjMw, thaiihc pub- 

Jick benefit is lobe prefcrr'd betore any pmaie 

nun's advantage and latisfattion. Belidcs,we are 

not more oblig'd to believe what be faycs by the 

way and under the caution of a hearray,conccrnil« 

this fly, than what divers Authors have laid of fc 

^ many other places, whence thcfe litle ioicAt 

\ were banifh'd , that their nuifiber miohc well 

'' make us doubt whether ihey ever were ^om ant. 

For if we credit the ^adblnsjihcsc was not one to 

be Teen in the Slanahier-heufe where the BcalU 

wcrckili'd and prepar'd for I'acrifice, ihouoh tbe 

place was perpetually full of blood and raw %tdef. 

Jf CtliHt Rhodtglntu^ there was not one la tbe 

place where tntOiji»^Kfe.a«Mftfie«ifyi&,a«v- 
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ted J nor ycc in the City ofLeucade in uicarftanla* 
If Pli^^y the Oxc-iTiarkct at Romer, if Sollms > 
JJirctiles's^ Temple i li Cardan y a certain houfe 
at J^enice ; if Dr. Gervals , the RefeEtory of the 
Abbey of MalUerais in PoiSou , were never 
troubled with any. And laftly , if we credit Fujil , 
there is but one to be I'een all the year long in the 
Shambles of Toledo in Sfalne. And for n^y parr, 
I think Scaliger did very well to laugh at one of ^^^^'^' 
thefe Fly-drivers who having made a little place *^'*''-' 
grav'd with diverfe figures and Charaflers » and ; 
that under a certain conttellation , hadnofeon-p 
cr plac'd it on a window to try the experience , 
but one fly more confident than the reR, cajn^ 
and hanfell'd it with her ordure. 

The third whofe authority is (bmcwhat confi- 
derable is TofiatHs Bilhop oiAvU'a , who rankes V* J'^J'' 
Vir^H among thofe that praftis'd Necromancy ^^ , ' '\ 
and that becaufe> as he fayes himfelf, he had ^*';^*^;3 
read in thci(?. Book o( HeltMandits'i Chronolo- ^'' 
gie 9 concerning the Fly and Shambles he had 
made at Naples, • To wHich ^ not to dilcourfe of 
the feverall wayes there are to prcfcrve diverie 
things for a long time , and fomewhat to excufc 
this great perfon, who (hould have examined thefc 
two ttories before he had belicv'd them, I (hould 
rather a(firme, that all the blame is to b;^ laid 
on this HelinandnSf who hath fo faithfully tran- 
•fcrib'd and ftoUen all thefe falfities, lyes, and 
Impoftures out of Dr. Gervafe into his Chronicle , 
that he hath made it very much like Euelio's 
houfe iVkPlantHiy qtiainanlU opple^a cJlatj^ara- 
nets. Nay I can; without piflion , affirrae^ t'tvix. 
I never found him cited b^ xcc\ Kvu\vot>5\x\. v^xj^tv 
the account of fomc ridicuYouslM^s % csfv >^\x\<5ci 
ciudoQs 1 could cafily prodvic^ ^v\Av ^ xk ^^^ -^^ 
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as would more then juflifie the truth of what* 
lay^vvere it as eaiy to lay thecn down in few noii 
as it were requifue it fliould be done* 

But (ince the Authors who hate made memi 
on of the Ma^ick of F7rgU are fo many chat the) 
cannot be examin'd oneafier another wichoo 
lofTe of much time and abundance of repetitions 
wemulHmitace i\\zCiviHans^ who take AutbO' 
vidzs fir faturam y and fodigelUng all that re 
« D* fpegir. mainc into one Article, fhcw, That> [a] Le Ltj 
-b I r ^' ^ n^ades mention of his Eccho^ [b] Pmr^cclfm oi 
^Per.tra^ ^^'^ ^^S^c all images and fgaresy [p] Hflmddm 
. de imaginl' of his reprcicntaiion of the City of T^fles flux 



dPiriJ\ Petrarch J and 1 f ] Iheodorlc a 'Hjem^ of the f^4Uik 
quafi, de he made at T^fles-, attherequeft of Auguprmx 
€ad.3,c.i, ['^\P^'tgefi€re -i ot his ^Ifhahet -^ I hi Tnthemm 
qvajiione. Qf )r{y^ ^qq]. q[ T/r^/rj and CMculatioPfS yNhcrchy to 
< luit'm. ^^^ out the Genltds*^ of all pcrlbns ; and lattW 
vei)io. ' of thofe who have feenthc Cabinet of the Dukt 
i Lib,3'deo( Florence ^ of an extraordinary great Jaookj^ig 
fchifmat.c.yiajj}\y\{\c\\ they affirme to be that in which thi^ 
^^u PoctQyiCmMCatoptromai^cji. To all which there 

5,^ 33o.o/"2^^''^oother aniwer, than that all theic Au- 
/^jjCjfpfcf/x.thorities aietooyoung> abfur'd, and ill ground* 
li Antipal. ed , and confeqiiently too light to outweigh 
/'4. C.3. the Generall filencc ot all Authors that flourilh'd 
during the fpaccof ten Ages, and who certain- 
ly were exrrcamly to blame not t« have left us the 
leafl observation of all the'e miracles , if there 
had been any luch thing, fince they have 
^'ivcn us a ?aAtV\^v\\\ ^ccc^vvwx. cR. ^ \^cv 
x)y otiicr pa:ucvi\auucs o^ \^^^ <.ovN^^c5«.i^n 
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For whac ground is there to imagine, that jthe 
Empsrour CallgfUay who did all chaclayinhis 
povver CO fupprelTe che works of chis Lacine Ho^ 
mery and fo many other ZoiliWs who have found 
fomething to quarrel at.even in the molt ihconli* 
derable anions of his lifcvvyould not have laid 
bold on a buiinelTe which nugbt have afforded 
fo much tuell to their detra^on? Or chatche 
Bmperour Augufimy who caus'd all Ma^icall 
Books to be burnt, {hoald fo far forget and con - 
tradiflhimfelf as to receive him> being a Magici- 
an and Necromancer, into the number of his 
mod intimate friends and favorites } There were 
certainly as much reafbn to believqjihat all Sodo- . ^ -^ 
mitts thar were in the world dy'd the night of our ^/^^^^^ 
Saviours birth> and that as the famous Cvi'iW^nideEnfa 
Sdlcctm affirms, ^iV^// was one of that number* Se6i^Zx.^ 
And yet for what concerns the precedent Au- nm^'^* 
thorities, it. is not to be imagined that Pe- 
trarch , The 3 dor ic a Niem^ P^igcftereyZnd Trlthemi^ 
us have been fo ipdifcreet as thus bafely to pro- 
ftitute their reputation to the cenfures and facyrs 
of thofe who are not fq eaflly laid afleep'witb 
thefe Fables. For jit i$ certain that whatever 
they fay thereof, hath been only to refute them, 
and to let us know that they were not fo credu- 
lous as thole others who have furni(h'd us with 
the refl of thofe Authorities, as fuchascanno 
way expiate the fault they have committed in be- ':. 
ing fo milcrably enfnar'd in the cobwebs of Hear- 
faies, vagrant reports, and the common opini- 
on of the inhabitants of Naples and places ad- 
jacent; who have alwaies attributed to the con- 
jurations of /'^jfrf// whatever feem'd toOcv^\sv^^^^ 
Id Huh cirrao/dinarv & mu^LCuYow^^^tA^^^^^" . 

w 4 



The Hijloryrf lA AG ICK. 

of chey could Hnd out no other be^nniog. TUi 
may be exemplify'd in chat admirable catc orl 
grocc made in the mouQuin of PoHfiiipfo near chel 
City of Nitflesj whereof chough Strata ( who 
liv'd in the time of SclfUj and the caking ot Car-\ 
thage^ according to ^thtn^ns^ or diAngnitm aodj 
TiberitiSy accorcling to Patrkim^ make mencioD 
4S of a thin^ very ancient; yet the Countrey peo- 
ple thereabouts will not oe perfwaded but that 
ic was made by Virgil^ at the importunity of ite 
Emperour AuguStuiy becaui'e the top of the 
mountrin under which it is cue was lo peflred 
with Serpents and Dragons, chat there was not 
any man lb confident as would preTume to travel 
over it. So chat the main Rrefs or the bufinefs con- 
lills now in knowing what gave the firft occafioo 
of this iufpicion , which certainly can be nothing 
elfe but the knowledge of the MathemMtiekiy 
wherein f^lrgll was fo excel lent,accordinp to the 
relation of Macrotlus^ Donams-i Lsicerda^ and the 
common conlcnt of all Authors> that, befidcs his 
being an eminent Phiioiopher and well experi- 
cnc'd in Medicine , it miy nevcrthcleffc be affir- 
med 5 that the chiefell of his perfeftions, next to 
Poefj) vv. s his acquaintance with Ashrommj^^ and 
other parxs of the Mathematlcks* And thcfe » 
hiving cvi' been more tubjcdUo be charg*d with 
Ml ick thin any o' the other Sciences.have given 
fome occafion to thefe nmett ed minds to be con- 
fir. iiV^ in rhu erroneous opinion Miey had before 
enrcrain'd of hi p, bj reafon ot hi<i PharmaccH-^ 
tria ov eighty Eclcgne where he h^th lo learned- 
ly re^^e c-n- d as Afnle'iHs affirms v'lttas molles ^ 
ct vc> he- as p 'yjgues et thnra mdfcuU et llcla dffco^ 
lo}4iy and vYiiAtCVCI tcV^W to \I^^^Oi^«v ^^^^x. \v 



■~-"^>*' 
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ould have been very much if be had avoided 
le fulpiciQn of the praftile thereof, efpecially 
iTsBrom chofe, whom ignorance and thebarbarifin 
f the Ages they liv*d in, would not fufEer ta 
now that be had tranflated it word for word 

Sf: of ThigcrltHs. To which number we ma/ 
de fome others who are fo ftupid as not to 
fAcnow what advant^^ a great Wit can make of 
^chefe fiAions and enioeUfliments, which certain- 
:3.y ftioald no more prejudice VlrgUy than the ibr- 
: <:eries of Circ$ have done Homers ofMedid-, Se^ 
i pf€ca; of CunldUj Hordcei of EricthoHy LticaM^ 
I of Tirejias ^ StdttHS^ of ihe ThcJfttliaHw^meny 
I JLucidffy and AtnleiHs ; of the old Witch^ Hellodo^ 
: ms\oiMaeffkhnayCoccdtHS) oi AngtUcn^ Ariofioi 
i oiArmida^ Tafo; or Jaffly MaMrscHy theAu- 
r thor of tA fired. Whence it is evident to any 
one, that, from this Chapter, maybe drawn a 
mod favourable condufion for all thofe great per- 
fons for whom we have made this Apology; and 
that if fo many fables, frivolous fuTpicions and 
fleight periwafions have found entertainment in 
the ftragling imaginations of thofe who will 
needs quarrel with common fenfe and the opini* 
on of all the world, to make Virgil ^ Magician^ 
what I have produced before, as alio all that hath 
been faid a^aintt Zoroaftes PythaganU'^ Nnma 
PomfilitiSy Democrifusy AlbertHs Magnt^y and the 
reft that have been brought upon the flage and 
vindicated, (hould no way derogate from their 
reputation, nor ^ve any other impreffion of their 
learning and deportment than focVis we ought 
to have of fuch as have been 

Ma^mmmi Hcrots^HMx mcUonW atnns^ 



The Hifiory fl/M J 
Ad indeed fo inoocent as tochefefupetflitiin 
and foolenes, that tbnr tnsmory ought i< 
fieediromiheleattrafpidonoftbcwa — ''- 
any h.ind therein, . ■- 

r • J 

CHAP. XX ri.' 

■J^ ^hM medMs all thefc erroaeeus oftnlens £rt n 
tmtfi^ aKdwhittmxjbe exfttledfrom tbtmi t. 

mtfnffref/d, 

HAviog through all the precedent Cbap«»l 
both by genetil and parcicular tealoit'i 
flKwn how it might comcto paffcthat lociti-i 
nent andeMiaordiaaiyperfons have been chai^'dl 
with Magick, and coulequentty de<{uc*d allll 
thought requifite for their vindication; Ictiinlil 
there cannot any thing be now expe^edt'ionl 
me) fave that> by way of conclufion to xhts Apch I 
logy, I Hiould rpeci^e the true cau!'e5 and rereul I 
OCcafiODS whereby thefe calumnies are cmct- 1 
uin'd and gain reputation dailyt and what prejor 
dice and inconvenience ( iiiYome courfe be mt 
uken^^they will do as weliihe Autliors, wbo 
nuincaio themr as nrbac. is to be t^ly belieV4 
cODceming Marians, ^d what qtdcr if aU 
calceai£cM: the punifhment of thofe vvboin.cha|; 
Ibtcetjes aad mifdeeds dircover and c^eclarexobe 
fucb* Fot-Uiefbnni^f^-aiechinkEihc&vccalcaih 
fesofruchafiirpicioD.fflff be teduc'd ptincifxdiy 
to three. Thep'*^ is,chac all the world is pecfm- 
(ted,8Bd<(aus(V4>t^bu ^t 9ctoii'«a. ^«a. ^x^ 
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greatisft aCfurance cbac.canbe had of Thitb, de-^ 
pends on a general confenc and univerfal appro* 
bacion)Which> asv^r/ii^^r/r in the feventhothis 
Echicks, affirms, cannot be ab(61utely falie and 
iained; befides that it i% a thing very plaufible, 8c 
bath a great (hew of goodnefs & juttice to fol !ovv 
cbe track tbat'i approved by all. Hence it cornet 
to pa(re> that the iaA that come to the buHnefieof 
writing and books, as well other Authors , aS/ 
Dq^mopographers^ grounding what they do on 
this Maxime) never mind the examination of 
what they find believ'd, and allowed for true by 
their Predeceffors, and thofe who have written 
before them upon the lame iubje A, Sothatwhac 
was falfe in them, fpreads by this contagious ap- 
probation and applaufe, though not proceeding 
from judgement and the knowledge of the caufe> 
but meerly to fecond him that firft led the dance^ 
without ever confiderine. that he who would be 
<i wife and difcrcet J udge^ ought very much to 
lufpcft what ever the people > that fejjimus verl^ 
tutis htfTfres^ is moll taken with^ and is appro- Sen. de t4- 
vcd by the greateft number , taking good heed ^^ ^'^^^ 
that he be not carried away with the current of 
common &: popular opinions. Nay^he is tobc the 
more circumfped! in this point^becaufe the ^rear. 
eft part is commonly the wofft, the number of 
tools infinite) infeftion moft dangerous, and 
moil to be fear-d in a throng, the moft beaten 
wiy the moft cafily deceives a man, that the wife 
man faies 5 f »/ clt§ credit levis efi c<firAc 5 and that ^1^ ^ » 
it is moft certain, that when we are fway*d by ex* ^* ^ 
ample and cuftome, without confulting reafon, 
defert,and truth, wc flipwd^A\oTi&>K^^'»si• 
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cber> forfeU our reputation* run in 

Thefeceitdozocrii Catife is, chactht 
part of ihofe who employ ihemlclves in cfi( 
pofiuon and cvulgaaon of fome piece* rod 
they are able to work out) do commonly fln 
thcmfetves into a perlwalionofrachthiDgSitb 
they may do tbetr buiinefs with greaicA eile. t 
•sttiey write not lo much foraoybeneficto 
publick, to oblige it by an exatfl anatomy a 
Truth , as out of Ibme motive of vanity or anb' 
tion or to comply with that neccflicy which fa. 
cazhcmtoCiiisae fame/It KoHfamaiHyiS ThiuiH\ 
faies ; fo is it theii cullome to go to wotk si 
flighily and as cheap as poflibly they can, Dotl 
troublino themrelves with a long and difEcoItl 
evolution of thefitftAuthors, or feaccbingiittO| 
theoccafions they had to fcaiter all tbefetabLtil 
tc calumnies ; nor racking their judgement widi 1 
the con{]deration of thoie circumflances whidi 1 
fliould oblige them co ruminate, recollcft,and r^ i 
fle<^ on things, fo as to bring them to the graod | 
TeftofRcafon, and thence draw folid and cert^ I 
relolutions. And here certainly they much dif- 
coTertheicvreakneBi;, and,becaufeihe advanta- 
ges they derive from Nature are very flcndett 
(hew, hoff they are led away by example, groymig 
afiettbincsbyhear-faiet and conjeftures> mtb- 
out crerlMtiDo or examining them aitheyoTObc, 
efpecially in ecus Age, whicfi is more 6t to refine 
and (harpen mens juc^emenis, theo all the pre- 
cedent put together were, by reafon of the "teat 
tevolutioni that now happen, through the dilce- 
very of anen world, the ^urbances occalionM 



oy Rel^ion , the reftattracion of Leucrs, the de« 
^linacion ot Se^ and ancient opinions and fo 
* many ftrange inventions and artifices ; infomuch 
^ Khat Salom9H ought noifr 9 more truly than e^er> 
'^ iay^ Doth mt mfdcm cry i and MtdirftamUm^ ^re. 9. 
: ^mfmh htrvke i She fiiimeth §h the top rfh!^ 
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vhac there never was a more favourable conjun* 
^ure than that of the preTent^ to raile mens 
minds out of the Lethargy they are ini and enli- 
ven them to a retraftation, and fo to a contempt 
of abundance of falfe and abflird opinions ; were 
they not , for the reafons before mentioned) in- 
different as to the eternizing their memories by 
the quality of their writings , out of a conceit that 
they gain reputation enough by the quamhyy 
thereot > which chev can (well up as they pleale, 
without much trouble or difficulty , with the 
afTtftance of a Method^ devoutly obfervM of tran- 
fcribing word for word, whatever hath been 
faid a hundred and a hundred times over by 
others. 

At)d to do this , they are much obli^'d to the 
third and laft caufe of the propagation 0? all thefe 
faliities, which is a Cuftome lately introdu€*d , 
of making ofientation of Pdymathj or preat rea- 
ding) fpeakingonany fubje^of all thmgs> and 
upon any occal^on of all fubje£te| as if there were 
no other defign in writing than to colled and 
faggot together 4//, that may be raid>and with all 
what hath ever been faid on the fubjeit then to 
be treated of ; it being not the quefiion who hits 
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thematk^buc wbomaket moft il^^c; ^thik 
Ab not cate admit'd it cbofe who^xadlly obfera 
(iicb fttnttikody art) like Marchaflta^dNic ttke da- 
all) bHi'then'd wich mitt^tbiiigf 0f iM|talii69 aiH| 
fucb as only corropi and difparage 'oAiasy wtuck 
would be much more in Mquoitaiid nfmMutm^ 
were thcf cnU'd out of the Cbaoaasd ccmfutoi 
ofchofcgreac VbKima. It it ceitaioly a firam 
cludgt ihttlMrhy X# Lt^er^ B^m, J9 LMman^ Wm 
dilmM^y wbo bave beeii | nay yec are> perfooi of 
credit and dderc (hoiild Write to paffiomcely vf^ ' 
ob cbeibb jeft of Danms^ . S9rc0tmrj and Magim 
imsy as nerer to rejeSI; iny Storv> thoagh^ver ft 
fabulous and ridiculous,' of all tbofe falfe and ab* 
fnrd omi 9 - wbich tbey have wicboloc any cBicic* 
cion ihnfled in among the true and legicimata* 
Nay' had they nomoretbanwbMwehaTeidii^ 
ted, it were enou^ to prejudice and diicvedtt 
the truth of the relt, fincethac^as St.AugmJUm 
I)fCiv.efrf.wcIlobrerves Solent res gefiAdfferfionemendacl* 
i»7.cap,iS* ^^^ /^ fahUs verth and as Sc Hierome, Lyers 
are nor belicv'd when they fpeak truth: witneiTe 
t^fop herd-boy, who had fo often call'd for help 
againH the Wolf when there was no need, that 
he was neither believ'd nor affiled by any When 
afterwards he playd the Tyrant in bis Flock, 
So that if we obey the precept of Cafftpdorut 
Epifl. 44. ^^^ ^^^^' > ^^^^ infiru^Hs reddttur animus mfmt^ 
L 6.\ari'^^^y quanio frdterhornm CTmmovetHr exemplify 
«r« we may,to relbl ve the fecond point proposed, te« 

ry probablv inferr that all the ridiculous ttories^ 
fables anci manifeft umruthS) which thefe Ao- 
.thdrs fufFer fo eafily to flip into their writings, 
will infallibly torn to chctr. prejudice) and, viUhA 
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"is worfe, to a miftruft of the truth of the fubjcft 
they treat of ^ whenever fome more tree and un- 
confin '4 wit) /hall be pleas'd to examine things 
I with much more diligence and circumipedton 
: than the Demonographers do. Thus have thofeof 
: the Htformopion within the latt Century^ madci 
r ufe ot the Catholicks armesagainlithemfeUesi 
: by bringing upon the flage the itbries.of the Gol^ 
den Le^cHOyihc Affariti9ns of Tjnddl^ thi Sermons 
of MaiUarty Aftnot^ & Barlette^ & fuch other pieces 
written with no lefle fuperftition than fimplicityy 
CO confirm tbec>felves in the opinion they hold 
of the nullity and falfity of their Miracles. Thus 
hath the learned and judicious Lndovlcus [a] j^jj^,^ 
Fives ^ and after him Ramns^zud the modzint treiendi 
Philofophers, took no other courfeto mine and ^'/«f'-^^ 
level that Labyrinth of frivolous difficulties, ^^-^^l^^J 
comprehended under the title ^i ^^rva Lo^ica-^j^J^^^^^ 
iidj than to make a full difcovery of the imperti- 
nenc'es> flatnefs^and extravagance of all tbofe 
fooleries of Sufpofitions , AmpUationSy RefiriHi^ 
ofts y Sophifms ^ Obligations y Appellations ^ and 
other iubtilties much more trivial and ridicu- 
lous. And yet ihefe were in fuch reputation for 
the fpace of 400 years, that they found work 
enough for thofe who were accounted the great- 
ettSophifts and Philofophers in the world, fuch 
as, in comparifon of whom, Cajfiodorus and St, 
AngnSt'ine underftood nothing, as many are pec- 
fwaded, of Dialeftick, becaufe they have not, 
in the precepts they have left us thereof, made 
any mention of the Chimdra^ Antichrifi^Sortesy 
Bnridan's AJfe^ Nullni et Nemo. B ut thefe, toge- 
ther with all thofe frivolous rubricks and fophi^ 




fictions have been fo fortunately leireird' 
e grotmd) by the forefaid f7t^ff ^ cbati' 
b^mifh'dbbch oilc of the Scbools.and At 
ry of men>vi i:h as much cofifufion and ceiK 
as tpey bad bin incroduc|d & maintain^ If i 
Sfainy wbothe time of Lpmtardy and Tw 
piaufe^ from were the two fir(i Authors andhi 
morer&of.this excellent kind oiDimleUick^ 

The refult of all this^ then, will be> that tU 
who can make better advantages of nk 
they read and learn than the flaves of Prior^* 
do, and who are fo induftrioas as to jad<^ 
things to come, by a confiderationofwhxv.:: 
patt, may by thde examples cafilv forc-:« 
That the writings oiDemoffograpbers, nydiopi. i 
Iv blown up with fo many fables as almoftfiir 
^ tne truth, are threatned with the accompl..! 
[, mmcnt in thelJit pt Pater cnlus^s faying, Natmsii. 
'^uod frocedire rton fptetiyiecidU ; and will pr^ 
like that great Colofns of Rhodesy which was : 
in'd only 6y itsownvaft and prodigious heic. 
or chofe great Bdifices , which make the ' -• 
found, tions crack by the weight of their fu»' 
f!rii6lures. And indeed experience teacb^ 
that there is nothing more dangerous tb . 
(hufHe old wives tales, and relations th^t 
c^oubtful, if not apparently falfe, among th 
cf coniequence : for the more circumfpeft 
ofmankind not able to credit, nay not toac 
them , it often happens, that the vulvar, > 
hath not the ability to judge of things by th 
felves, is lead away by the opinion of thofc wt 
it decerns the moft prudent, and, is pcrfwat 
underlUnd them much better. So that being 

tt 
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tb^ir example once artW'd to'^o mnchconfi- 
dcjKe.^ -• i(.:-::^n: ;« 'rarp ac any oneofchoie 
ftories and opinions ic had ibmecime^ held foe 
true , ic prefemly jumps into an equall uncer^ 
caincy sind concempc of all chofe others for 
which ic bad noc greater autboiicy and better 
grounds than they had for thofe that were diP* 
carded} 



Nam CHptde conculcatwr nmls mti met$ttHm. 



It were therefore much to be wlfli'd) as well 
■for the reputation of our Demonographers^as the 
maincenance 8c explanation of the truth of the 
Sobjeift they treat of) that they would be henct 
forward more cautious than to advance anyHifto- 
ry or Authority before they have diligently exa- 
mined all circum0an^x.^°d WjQijild afford all 
' things their, true worcbr apd weight. So doing 
fliall they not be led it&o a difadvantageous opi- 
nion ^f any one but upon good ground, nor with- 
out reafon advance tbefe irivolous accufations^ 
ixaugbt with nought but wind and forgery > 
.fincc that when they come to be narrowly 
•^xamin'd, and the truth thereof difcufs'd, 
^i^ conamonly happens that they prove mcer 
^ 'Zdlumnies > weakly-grounded fufpicions , and 
^ »deed but vaine>* li^ht and inconiiderate 
^ ^ords; which the Devul doth inienfibiy im- 
^ ^ofe on the good names of the innocent, to 
^ he end they may one day prove occaiions that 
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nep ihall not be able lo difcem and punii ; 

(BVr./.I . Su^t-ffr^UiCfo/^iscegfiBfcfi^ cumitttite. 
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Books Printed for John StrMtdr^ and art 
to he fold bi the Bookftllers of L9ndiOa, ' 

TWtrale^Roy^lof England I or^Tbe 
County f^alatinc of Chcftcr , Jllu* 
ftrafcd. Wherein is contained a iJeogra^ 
phical and Hijlorital Dcfcription of that 
famous Countyi with all its* Hundrtds^ 
and Seat% of the Nobilitjy Gentry , and 
Freeholders 5 Irs Rivers, Towns> (Jaftles, 
Buildings Ancieot and m€odcrn: Adorn- 
ed with Mafs and VrofjpeSs , and the 
Coats oiArms belonging to every indi- 
viduall Ftf;w/7y of the whole C(?r^;?^j'.Unta 
which is added, An excellent DifcQurfe 
pfthelflanddf jlf^;;. 

The Refnerntht ofZion : Or^ The old 
Orthodox Protefiant Do^rine juftified> 
and defended againft feveral Excep- 
cions of iheAntinomians ; lAethodically 
digcftedintoQuSftions, wherein many 
iveighty and important cafes of confci- 
enceare handled, concerning the nature 
of Faith and Repentance,or ConverfiQa 
to God. hy Antf)QnyfVarton. 

De MwbU Famines The Womans 
Counfellourjor, The Feminine Phyfi- 
tian • Modeftly i:reating of fuch occuk 
Accidents^ and-fecrec iJi&afes^ asaip 
incidettttothatvSex. ' 
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Body of Phy lick : Performing:- the Office 
of an HerbaMy as well as an Apocheca- 
lie's Shop. » 

An Hiftory of the Wonderful things ! 
dKNatHrfrPfet forth in ten feveral 
Clafes. Wherein are contained, i . Tht 
Wondet% of the Heavem.z.Of theJS-le^menU. 
3. Of Meteors. 4, Of Miner alls. 5. Of 
slants. 6. Of Birds, 'j. Of four-footed BeafiS. 
S.Ofl/iffeBSyandth^gS wanting Hood. 9. 
OfFifhes. lo.OfMan. 

ThcMirroHT of ma NobiHty anddimlltj^ 
being the Life of the Tcnowncd' Nicho/asC/aH- "j 
dius Fabrtclus Lord of Teireskj^ Senator of the *j 
Parliament at Aix : being -the fum of all his 
great attainments. in learning, and choife ex- 
periments of Phiioibpljy) Phyfick, Policy, 
and Antiquitic. VVricten by Petrus Caffsn^ 
dm Profeffor of the Matbematicks to the 
King ot Franc€> and are to be (old by Hnm-^ 
fhrejf Mofcly at xhzTrinces Arms in St. Pauls 
Church^yard. 
• 4fi6f Hlftorj of the Conjtarxy of Nat sire ^ 
wherein by comparing the latter Age with 
the former, is maintain'd that the H'orld 
doth not decay univerlally? in relpedt 9*^^ it 
Self, or the Heavem^ Element s^ Mixt-Bodics, 
Meteors^ Minerals^ 7 lams , tyfsfgftlg^p^nor'niM 
idpeft of Man, irrtri^Stat lire, (ffehgtb, or 
Faculties of his Mind, aj relating to all Arts* ^ 
and Science?, ^J^hn Jonflonjii Poland^ 



